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Easter Is Around the Corner
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

Next Sunday, April 12th, is Easter Sunday. At this
time, we can be so thankful that Jesus did come to
become the perfect sacrifice for the forgiveness of all
of our sins. During these dire
times that have threatened our
lives like we have never seen
before, it is so comforting to
know that Jesus sacrificed His
life for us and is here to comfort and strengthen us during these challenging times.
Psalm 23:1-6 (NLT) 1 The LORD is my shepherd;
I have all that I need. 2 He lets me rest in green
meadows; he leads me beside peaceful streams. 3
He renews my strength. He guides me along right
paths, bringing honor to his name. 4 Even when I
walk through the darkest valley, I will not be afraid,
for you are close beside me. Your rod and your staff
protect and comfort me. 5 You prepare a feast for
me in the presence of my enemies. You honor me by
anointing my head with oil. My cup overflows with
blessings. 6 Surely your goodness and unfailing love
will pursue me all the days of my life, and I will live
in the house of the LORD forever.
Jesus is our shepherd. He is and will continue to
guide us and to provide for all of our needs. He gives
us the rest that we need in the safety of His presence. As we have faith and trust in Him, He gives
us His peace, which passes all understanding. When
we feel weak, He will renew our strength. His guidance is dependable and secure through even the most
treacherous paths and times. Completely following
and depending on Him brings Him glory and honor
and becomes our comfort, peace, and strength. So
even though we might have to walk through turmoil
and distress, we don’t need to be afraid because He
will always be with us. He will never leave us alone.
He promises to protect and comfort us during these
times, and every time. Even in the presence of our

enemies, He will give us a reason to rejoice. He
honors us with overflowing blessings. We are blessed
with the high privilege of having His goodness and
unfailing love through out the days of our lives and
we have the added blessing of being promised to live
in His house, the house of the Lord, forever. Aren’t
we blessed?
Yes, we have to concede that these are very disturbing
days, but we do not have to concede to the fear and
anxiety that is creeping across our nation and even
the world. When the days grow
darkest, Jesus shines brightest.
When fear and anxiety seem so
consuming, Jesus is so becoming. When there seems to be no
hope, we say “nope” because Jesus gives us all hope.
Are you getting the message from our Lord? He is
with us and will not desert us. COVID-19, Coronavirus, and anything else cannot and will not defeat
us. We are more than conquerors. Romans 8:35-39
(NLT) 35 Can anything ever separate us from Christ’s
love? Does it mean he no longer loves us if we have
trouble or calamity, or are persecuted, or hungry, or
destitute, or in danger, or threatened with death? 36
(As the Scriptures say, “For your sake we are killed
every day; we are being slaughtered like sheep.”)
37
No, despite all these things, overwhelming victory is ours through Christ, who loved us. 38 And I
am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from
God’s love. Neither death nor life, neither angels nor
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demons, neither our fears for today nor our worries about tomorrow—not even the powers of hell can
separate us from God’s love. 39 No power in the sky above or in the earth below—indeed, nothing in all
creation will ever be able to separate us from the love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Let me remind you of what I have been trying to make foundational in all of your lives. This is a simple
truth, but a very powerful truth. All you have to do is to love. Matthew 22:37-40 (NLT) 37 Jesus replied,
“‘You must love the LORD your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your mind.’ 38 This is the
first and greatest commandment. 39 A second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 The
entire law and all the demands of the prophets are based on these two commandments.” You have heard
me quote and speak on this verse so much that you might be sick of hearing it. However, dear people of
Valley Isle Fellowship, this is the most important truth that I can pass on to you. It is so important because
of what verse 40 says. It says that the ENTIRE law and ALL of the demands of the prophets are based
on these 2 commands. In other words, through all of the chaos and stress (or distress) of COVID-19, the
most important and powerful things that you could do is to follow and obey Matthew 22:37-39. Its power
is revealed in verse 40. Developing perfect love for Jesus will remove all of our fears. 1 John 4:17-18
(NLT) 17 And as we live in God, our love grows more perfect. So we will not be afraid on the day of judgment, but we can face him with confidence because we live like Jesus here in this world. 18 Such love has
no fear, because perfect love expels all fear. If we are afraid, it is for fear of punishment, and this shows
that we have not fully experienced his perfect love.
As we look forward to next Sunday, Easter Sunday 2020, it will most certainly be an Easter like we have
never experienced before. But, it can be the most glorious and exciting Easter as we remember all of the
promises in this note. We pray that your love for Jesus will mature and grow into perfect love for and to
Him. God bless you all!!!
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Electronic Giving Now Available
Go to our website at vifmaui.com
and click on the GIVE button
at the top of the webpage.
Follow the prompts or
Text vifmaui to 77977 or
You can also mail a check
To our new mailing address:
Valley Isle Fellowship
251 Pualalea Circle
Wailuku, HI 96793
“Thank you”
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THE OBEDIENCE OF EVANGELISM
(part 1 of 2)

I would like to share with you two reasons why I believe everyone who professes to be a Christian must be committed to the work of evangelism. 1) Evangelism glorifies God. 2) Evangelism shows love for our neighbors. I
hold these two reasons to be true and sufficient because Jesus tells us so in what we call the Great Commandment:
Matthew 22:34-40 (ESV) [my emphasis added in bold]
34 But when the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together.
35 And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him.
36 “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?”
37 And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all
your mind.
38 This is the great and first commandment.
39 And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.
40 On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.”
1) First, evangelism glorifies God. In the gospel of Luke, our Lord Jesus began his public ministry in this way:
(Jesus quoting from the scroll of the prophet Isaiah – 61:1,2)
Luke 4:18-21 (ESV) [my emphasis added in bold]
18 “THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS UPON ME, BECAUSE HE HAS ANOINTED ME TO PROCLAIM
GOOD NEWS TO THE POOR.
HE HAS SENT ME TO PROCLAIM LIBERTY TO THE CAPTIVES AND RECOVERING OF SIGHT
TO THE BLIND, TO SET AT LIBERTY THOSE WHO ARE OPPRESSED,
19 TO PROCLAIM THE YEAR OF THE LORD’S FAVOR.”
And …
Matthew 4:17 (ESV)
17 From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”
Mark, as is typical of his gospel, cuts straight to the heart, and begins his gospel this way:
Mark 1:1 (ESV)
1 The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
There is no greater mission in life than the proclamation of the good news, the gospel, of Jesus Christ, the Son
of God. Even our dear Lord Jesus set this as his first and highest priority for his entire earthly ministry. As we
approach Easter, we too often think and celebrate only upon the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ
as the greatest of his earthly ministry. I do not want to belittle this great work of Christ, but the atoning work
of Christ on the cross and his resurrection, the advent of Easter, only secures the work which the proclamations
of the gospel sets out to achieve. In other words, this atoning work of Christ gives power and authority for
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accomplishing the purpose for which we proclaim and preach the gospel. If the gospel of Jesus Christ is not
evangelized, then the work of the cross has no effect and is of no purpose. If the disciples of Christ, to whom
the “Great Commission” was given to, did not proclaim or preach the work of Christ, then the gospel would be
unknown to us today, and the mere fact of the historical resurrection of Jesus Christ from the grave would be insufficient to save us from our sins. The glory of God had to be made known to us who believe.
John tells us in his gospel:
John 1:14 (ESV)
14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the
Father, full of grace and truth.
And …
John 1:18 (ESV) [my emphasis added in bold]
18 No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made him known.
Jesus became flesh that he might make God known. And it is this glory that we have seen or beheld in the Son
(the Word) becoming flesh, if we are to claim to be true believers in Christ Jesus. As Christians, we must be set
out to doing the work of making God known, which is what we call the work of evangelism. Evangelism glorifies
God because it makes God known. This must become our first and priority mission in life as it was for our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ.
In the next week (part 2), I will continue upon the second reason why we must be committed to the work of evangelism: Evangelism shows love for our neighbors. However, for this week, think upon the many ways in which
you can set about to making God known! Even more during these strange times must we be set out to making
God known.
Soli Deo Gloria! Amen.
(Glory to God alone!)

Feel God pulling you into deeper
fellowship with the family?
Wondering how He could use you to

LOVE GOD,
LOVE HIS CHURCH,
LOVE HIS WORLD?
WAYS to be INVOLVED:
MINISTRIES SMALL GROUPS
MISSIONS PARKING YARD WORK
SETUP/BREAK/DOWN
Contact the Church Office (244-0865) to get
plugged in!
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MISSION NEWS
NAMB Missionary Spotlight:
Jay Haynes
04 01 2020 | Waiehu, Hawaii
Jay Haynes planted Waiehu Community
Church in Waiehu, Hawaii. We are so thankful for everyone’s support and prayers. Please
continue to pray for our church as we plan
for Easter, which may look very different this
year because of COVID-19. Please continue
to pray for my family as we seek to finalize the
adoption of our new son, Boaz. We’ve had him
since he was a day old, and we hope to finalize the adoption within the next two months.
If the courts are backed up so that we cannot
adopt in that time frame, we will have to pay
more to extend our case with the state. Please
pray for my family as we recover spiritually,
emotionally and financially from the adoption
process. Please pray for Dexter and Danny.
These men are unbelieving husbands of two of
our members. Pray that they would be saved
soon. Pray for us as we have opportunities to
share the gospel with them.

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer
https://www.imb.org/pray/

* Gujarati of India
(goo-juh-RAH-tee) - A believer named Sanjay* recently shared the gospel with a Muslim man named Arpan* and
his family who live about five minutes from Sanjay’s home. Upon hearing the gospel, that entire family--and their
next-door neighbors--believed! Now Arpan has been sharing his testimony far and wide, and Sanjay has been
busy sharing, training, and discipling. Pray for these two men, as well as those they disciple, to bear much fruit
for the kingdom of God! “Look among the nations, and see; wonder and be astounded. For I am doing a work in
your days that you would not believe if told” (Habakkuk 1:5 ESV). (*names changed)
* Pretoria, South Africa
(pri-TOR-ee-uh) - The Pretoria Urban Sharers Team writes: “We are praising the Lord that a Baptist church in
Brandon, Mississippi, has chosen to partner with us here in Pretoria, South Africa. We couldn’t be more thankful
and excited! Please pray now that the Lord, the God of all wisdom, will guide in all the plans as we move forward.
Pray specifically that the first team to come in September would be chosen by God, and that we would know
clearly which segment of Pretoria to focus on first. We plan to do prayerwalking, street evangelism, and much
seed sowing during this September visit.”
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Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar
17

May 2020

June 2020

9:00 am - Worship Service
10:30 am - Sunday School
12:00 pm - Trustee Meeting
6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
18 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
20 6:30 pm - Youth Night

1
3
6

24

8
6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
10 6:30 pm - Youth Night
11 Kamehameha Day Holiday Office Closed
13 8:00 am - GriefShare Support Group
14 9:00 am - Worship Service
10:30 am - Sunday School
12:00 pm - Trustee Meeting
6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

7

9:00 am - Worship Service
10:30 am - Sunday School
6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
- Memorial Day Holiday Office Closed
25 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
27 6:30 pm - Youth Night
31 9:00 am - Worship Service
		
- Ordinance of Lordʻs Supper
10:30 am - Sunday School
12:00 pm - VBS Workers Meeting
6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
6:30 pm - Youth Night
8:00 am - GriefShare Support Group
9:00 am - Worship Service
10:30 am - Sunday School
6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

		

15 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
17 6:30 pm - Youth Night

Valley Isle Fellowship
Mailing Address: 251 Pualalea Circle, Wailuku, HI 96793
ph: (808) 244-0865 - vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com - www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE
(Temporarily Cancelled - Est. to Resume 5/17/20)

PRAYER MEETING MONDAY EVENINGS
(Temporarily Cancelled - Est. to Resume 5/18/20)
6:30 PM

Worship Service - 9:00 am
Sunday School - 10:30 am

SUNDAY EVENING SERVICE
(Temporarily Cancelled - Est. to Resume 5/17/20)

Livestream Valley Isle Fellowship
@ 9 AM SUNDAY MORNING

Worship/Study 6:00 pm
Senior Pastor

Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808)419-8100
email: icastephen@gmail.com

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

Would you like be a member of Valley Isle Fellowship?

Call the office at 244-0865 to get a membership packet of reading materials, then schedule a membership class.

Church Office Hours
Office Hours are from 7am-12 noon. Please feel free to call for an appointment after hours or leave a message.
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One But Many
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

I. Many but one. – 1 Corinthians 12:12-14 (NLT)
A. Fearfully and wonderfully made. – Psalm 139:13-16
B. Differences are unified in Jesus.
C. Together we become the body of Christ.
		1. John 13:34-35
		
2. Hebrews 10:24-25
II. Fulfill your role. – 1 Corinthians 12:15-21
A. Accept your circumstances and your roles.
B. You are a conqueror, not a victim.
		1. Romans 8:37
		
2. Romans 8:35-39
C. Fulfilling your role is critical to the body’s success.
D. Infighting and selfish self will, will cripple the body.
III. Not significant, but necessary. - 1 Corinthians 12:22-27
A. Your weakness may hide your necessity.
B. Greater care needs to be focused on the seemingly weak.
C. Equal treatment gives way to harmonious treatment.
D. This kind of care takes everyone. – 1 Corinthians 12:25
E. We impact the rest of the body.
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