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The Truth that Hurts
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

4. God’s love and forgiveness is complete.  Isaiah 
1:18 (NLT)  “Come now, let’s settle this,” says the 
LORD. “Though your sins are like scarlet, I will 
make them as white as snow. Though they are red 
like crimson, I will make them as white as wool. 
So, the unspoken complaint of many Christians lies 
in the realm of fighting with the question of why 
they should be so fanatical about their relationship 
with Jesus Christ.  Why does it have to be ALL or 
NOTHING?  Let me present some scriptures for you 
to consider.  I want you to challenge yourself into 
critically thinking about what these passages say to 
you.  These passages are critical and demand that 
you “measure twice before cutting once!”  Think 
very carefully before making that decision.
A. Dying to self becomes a necessity.  John 12:24-
25 (NLT) 24  I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of 
wheat is planted in the soil and dies, it remains alone. 
But its death will produce many 
new kernels—a plentiful harvest 
of new lives. 25  Those who love 
their life in this world will lose it. 
Those who care nothing for their 
life in this world will keep it for 
eternity.
B. Loving Jesus supremely may even look like one 
hates their loved ones.  Luke 14:26 (NLT)  “If you 
want to be my disciple, you must hate everyone else 

Sin is a choice and every time that we sin, we are 
totally at fault because we have made the choice to 
sin.  Others and even circumstances can influence 
you to sin, but you ultimately make the choice to sin.  
This also makes us responsible for the consequences 
for our sins.  We can moan and complain about those 
consequences, but the blame can only be placed 
squarely on our shoulders.
Likewise, if our relationship with Jesus Christ is 
distant and difficult, the 
responsibility and blame 
can only be placed on 
us.  We are the ones who 
determine how close 
and solid our relationship with Him is.  He has 
already made the decision and has provided every-
thing that we need to have that close and personally 
relationship with Him.
1. God has not changed in His love for us and has 
provided everything that we need to deal with our 
sin problem. John 3:16-17 (NLT) 16  “For God loved 
the world so much that he gave his one and only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him will not perish 
but have eternal life. 17  God sent his Son into the 
world not to judge the world, but to save the world 
through him.
2. God sent His Holy Spirit to teach and empower us. 
John 16:7 (NLT)  But in fact, it is best for you that I 
go away, because if I don’t, the Advocate won’t come. 
If I do go away, then I will send him to you.
3. God’s desire has always been for redemption.  
Ezekiel 33:11 (NLT)  As surely as I live, says the 
Sovereign LORD, I take no pleasure in the death of 
wicked people. I only want them to turn from their 
wicked ways so they can live. Turn! Turn from your 
wickedness, O people of Israel! Why should you die? 

          continued on next page
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by comparison—your father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—yes, even your own life. 
Otherwise, you cannot be my disciple.
C. We must love Jesus more than even our own lives.  Matthew 16:24-26 (NLT) 24  Then Jesus said to 
his disciples, “If any of you wants to be my follower, you must turn from your selfish ways, take up your 
cross, and follow me. 25  If you try to hang on to your life, you will lose it. But if you give up your life for 
my sake, you will save it. 26  And what do you benefit if you gain the whole world but lose your own soul? 
Is anything worth more than your soul?
D. We are encouraged and even required to love our Lord above all else.  Matthew 22:37-38 (NLT) 37  
Jesus replied, “‘You must love the LORD your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your mind.’ 
38  This is the first and greatest commandment.
I would like for you to consider these few passages and for you to evaluate your relationship with Jesus 
Christ.  He deserves and even expects us to love Him supremely.  He does not force us to comply, but He 
does expect it.  When His expectation is not realized, He has a broken heart because He loves us so much 
and He knows what lies before you.  The words and expressions in Ezekiel 33:11 clearly shows God’s 
broken heart.  
However, the most distressing part of this plea has to do if someone hears this plea, then rejects this plea 
and remains unchanged, then the consequences for that person can be excruciatingly severe.  My heart 
breaks for anyone who rejects the Lord’s pleas, especially when they have been warned and they have 
decided not to take those warnings seriously.  Once again and finally, the words of Ezekiel 33:11 leave 
us with a haunting plea:  As surely as I live, says the Sovereign LORD, I take no pleasure in the death of 
wicked people. I only want them to turn from their wicked ways so they can live. Turn! Turn from your 
wickedness, O people of Israel! Why should you die? 
     ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~     
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Annie Armstrong

“He has given us a new birth into a 
living hope through the resurrection 

of Jesus Christ from the dead.” 
1 Peter 1:3 CSB



Robert Jeffress: Don’t underestimate the power of prayer, no 
matter what others say

In the wake of the horrific mass slaughters in New Zealand and Nigeria, some people have criticized 
offers to pray, suggesting that prayers are nothing more than empty platitudes. But as Christians, we 
believe in the power of prayer. In prayer, we get to engage in a conversation with the God of the uni-
verse, as well as seek His guidance and forgiveness. And beyond that, through prayer we have the 
opportunity to the move the hand of our all-powerful God to intervene supernaturally in our lives and 
our world.
Some years ago, my previous church planned to build a new worship center. However, it would require 
purchasing a city street that bisected our property. The city was opposed to the sale, and the project 
appeared doomed. Then I had an idea—why not pray about the matter? About 100 prayer partners 
joined me in our sanctuary to ask God to change the city officials’ hearts. A few hours later, out of the 
blue, the city manager called the chairman of our building committee to discuss selling the street, and 
within a few weeks the deal was done.
Throughout the Bible, there is an inseparable link between faith and answered prayer. Jesus said in 
Matthew 17:20, “If you have faith as a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to 
there,’ and it will move; and nothing will be impossible to you.”

FEELING SCARED? DO THIS TO OVERCOME FEAR

What does it mean to pray in faith? Some people believe that if they conjure up enough positive 
thoughts, then God will give them what they want. Their prayers are reminiscent of The Little Engine 
That Could: “I think God will, I think God will, I think God will!” That is not faith; that is presumption. 
Prayer is not forcing God to do what we want Him to do. Faith is believing God will do what He has 
promised to do.
Sometimes God answers our prayers immediately. Other times, God delays His answer. Only heaven 
knows how many answers we missed because we gave up too easily in praying—or we didn’t pray at 
all. James 4:2 reminds us, “You do not have because you do not ask.”
The Bible says that when Christians pray, we have “boldness and confident access through faith” to 
God Himself (Ephesians 3:12). Our faith in Jesus Christ is our VIP pass to the throne room of heaven, 
so we can “have confidence to enter the holy place” (Hebrews 10:19).
Because of my busy schedule, and for security reasons, people off the street cannot pop in to see me 
in my office. Requests for appointments are carefully screened. But my wife and daughters can come 
into my office at any time for any reason. Why? Because they are family! As Christians, we have that 
same access when we come before our heavenly Father in prayer.

Dr. Robert Jeffress is pastor of the 13,000-member First Baptist Church in Dallas and a Fox News (FNC) contributor. His daily radio 
program “Pathway to Victory” is heard on over 1,000 stations. His weekly television program is seen in all 195 countries on more than 
12,000 cable systems stations.
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Announcement
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Friday, April 5, 2019    
5:30 p.m.

For more information contact 
Shanley @ 

(808) 280-2690

THE STORY
Unplanned is the inspiring true story of one 
woman’s journey of transformation.

All Abby Johnson ever wanted to do was help 
women. As one of the youngest Planned 
Parenthood clinic directors in the nation, she 
was involved in upwards of 22,000 abortions 
and counseled countless women about their 

reproductive choices. Her passion surrounding a woman’s right to choose even led her to become a 
spokesperson for Planned Parenthood, fighting to enact legislation for the cause she so deeply believed 
in.
 Until the day she saw something that changed everything, leading Abby Johnson to join her former enemies at 40 
Days For Life, and become one of the most ardent pro-life speakers in America.

SHOWING AT REGAL MAUI MALL
NOW -THURS. APRIL 4

A TRUE STORY
ENCOURAGE EACH OTHER TO GO SEE IT

Ladies Invite your family and friends to the 
MCBA Womens Celebration Luncheon on 
April 20th.  There are invitations at the back 

table and sign up. 
See Pam Edwards for more information.

Two Thirds World Network 
The Mission Team has returned from the 
Winter Mission in the Philippines.  
Tonight, March 31, 2019, 6PM, 
they will be presenting a report of activities, 
God moments, and answered prayer as well as 
continued prayer needs and future mission 
opportunities.  Come and be encouraged at 
how God is at work in other parts of the world.  
See you there!



Coffee Bar Ministry
Come and fellowship

(8 am - 9 am and 10:30 am - 11:30 am)
Would you like to serve in the fellowship

 ministry?  Contact Rosy for more 
information 

@ 244-8185

Announcement

         Childcare Ministry Schedule
 Today  March  31   Team 4: Joanne R., Jezra S, Kayla R,
       Kaitlyn R
              April   7     Team 1: Karen F, Alysha F, Melanie F
      Hawea R,
              April  14    Team 2: Wendy C,, Christine B, Vija B, 
      Rihanna V, Lauryn I

              April  21   Team 3: Francis C, Jaydee G, Davin G,
       Char C, Wayne S
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Church Cleaning Schedule

Week of  April  4-6
Team 2

Paul Y*, Linda Y, Loida P, Ruth M, 
Jean K, Elisa R.

Week of  April  11-13
Team 3

Mickie A*, Ann M, Carol S, Phyllis N,
Ken S, George A.

Week of April  18-20 
Team 4

Wendy I, Lynette K, Priscilla T*, 
Jennifer R, Paul R

Week of  April 25-27
Team 5

Carol Sn, Makanani C, Margie B, 
Josie Y*, Christine B

*Key Monitor
Sign-up on the back table 

to be a part of this
ministry. 

Feel God pulling you into deeper 
fellowship with the family?

Wondering how He could use you to 
LOVE GOD, 

LOVE HIS CHURCH, 
LOVE HIS WORLD?

WAYS to be INVOLVED:
MINISTRIES  SMALL GROUPS  

MISSIONS   PARKING   DECORATIONS  
SETUP/BREAK/DOWN

Contact the Church Office (244-0865) to get 
plugged in!



MISSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

NAMB Missionary Spotlight:
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International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer

https://www.imb.org/pray/

*Southern Cross Project (SCP), East Asian Peoples
Workers write: “Please ask the Father to protect the open opportunities we have to share his Word and also to 
give us favor with the authorities at the tourist destinations where we work. Ask him to provide for more local 
partnerships that will build up the body and to send us many volunteers to help with the work. Pray that any 
necessary visas will be granted for workers. Ask the Father to make the pathways smooth so his glory may be 
abundantly proclaimed!”
* Rocky Soil People of East Africa
“Pray for Mama Ankili.* Her husband left her several years ago and has made little effort to be a part of the lives 
of their daughters. She struggles to raise three beautiful daughters on her own and has received some help from 
her family. She also works hard at a friend’s store, but the friend has not been able to pay her due to her own 
financial problems. Mama Ankili and I have been friends for almost 10 years, and God has given me many op-
portunities to share his love with her and her daughters. In the beginning, when I tried to share the Good News 
with her, she was disinterested and would abruptly change the subject. However, over time she has become more 
comfortable talking about ‘the things you believe.’ Recently, we had the opportunity to listen to some of Adam 
and Eve’s story together. She was very engaged as we listened, and afterward, she made a few comments. It may 
not seem like much, but as I think back to how closed off she was in the beginning, I can see how our Father has 
been slowly opening her heart to hear his words. Pray for her and others like her, asking that God will peel back 
more layers and help her to understand the truth.” (*name changed)
*People of Taiwan
Taiwan has a long and rich missionary heritage. Pray for passionate believers to be the catalyst that will awaken 
lukewarm Christians throughout Taiwan. Pray that throughout the country, lives will be laid on the altar and 
people will stand before God and say, “Here I am, send me, use me.” Pray for a spiritual awakening to permeate 
the country, reaching the most remote island and deep into the darkest neighborhood.

SOUTH
Despite a legacy of evangelical fe-
vor in the South, new generations 
and new immigrant populations will 
make the need for new, contextual, 
gospel-centered churches-even in 
the Bible Belt-forever present.

Pray for our planters and families on the front lines.  The spiritual darkenss in Send Cities like New Orleans can 
steal your joy in an instant.  Pray for the undserved communities as well.  There are less than 100 deaf churches 
in North America and over 3 million deaf citizens.  Pray for a movement of Godʻs people among this vast, un-
reached people group.



Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar

 March 2019
      31 9:00 am - Worship Service 
    - Ordinance of Lordʻs Supper 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
   6:00 pm -  Evening Service/Study

April 2019
        1 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
        3 6:30 pm - Youth Night
        5 5:30 pm - MOvinG Men of God Menʻs Ministry 
        7 9:00 am - Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
    6:00 pm -  Evening Service/Study
        8 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
      10 6:30 pm - Youth Night

      14 9:00 am - Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School

           12:00 pm - Trustees Meeting
   6:00 pm -  Evening Service/Study
      15 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
      17 6:30 pm - Youth Night

      21 6:30 am -  Easter Sunrise Service
          9:00 am - Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School - Cancelled
   6:00 pm -  Evening Service/Study
      22 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
      24  6:30 pm - Youth Night
      28 9:00 am - Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
    6:00 pm -  Evening Service/Study
      29 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

May 2019
      1 6:30 pm - Youth Night

      7 9:00 am - Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School

Valley Isle Fellowship
1033 Waiale Rd., PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SERVICE

Worship Service - 9:00 am

Sunday School - 10:30 am
*  *  *  *  *

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

@VIFMaui

Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808)419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com

SUNDAY EVENING SERVICE
Worship/Study 6:00 pm
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Watch the AM service live on YouTube 
-Valley Isle Fellowship



Don’t Miss It
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro
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Luke 14:15-24
I.    Notice the _________________ and ________________ . – Luke 14:15-17
      A. The __________ ________________ in the Kingdom of God.
      B. Everything has been ______________ .
 1. At no ___________ on the guest’s part.
 2. At no ____________ on the guest’s part.
      C. _______________ is given to come.
 1. All is __________ .
 2. _________ and __________ the celebration.

II.   Notice the ____________ . – Luke 14:18-20
      A. ________ begin to make excuses:

 1. New field to be ______________ .  

 2. Oxen to be __________ ________  . 

 3. _________ the ____________ of a new wife. 
      B. What ____________ are acceptable?
 1. Caring for personal _____________ .
 2. Caring for _________________ concerns.
 3. Caring for personal ___________________ .

III. Notice the  ___________ _______________ .  – Luke 14:21-24
     A. _________ was the master’s response.
     B. ____________  invited all.
 1. The __________ .
 2. The _____________ .
 3. The __________ .
 4. The  _________  .
      C. A great feast that _____________ great preparation.
      D. Third _______________ – all in the country lanes and behind the hedges.
 1. ________ .
 2. Probably included the ______________ .
 3. Probably included the  _______________ .
 4. No ________________ ___________ required.
 5. Only the _______________ required.

      E. No ____________ ___________ granted to the first invitees.


