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Certainty In Days of Uncertainty
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

“Stay at Home” orders, the rapidly rising confirmations of COVID-19 cases, and Hawaii’s 1st possible
death are all very intimidating and even frightening
news to our island state. In a place where love and
aloha have reigned for many generations, fear is gripping deeply into all of our communities. Some have
decided not to take all of this seriously and are trying
to carry on with their lives as usual. If you know
someone like this, please try to lovingly but firmly
convince them that they need to become a part of the
solution and to stop being a part of the problem.
I believe that no one really
knows what the future holds for
us, at least that is what seems
to be the prevailing thought.
However, I want to say to you
that I know what the future holds. I know this beyond a shadow of doubt. Jesus will never desert
us. Psalm 23:4 (NLT) Even when I walk through
the darkest valley, I will not be afraid, for you are
close beside me. Your rod and your staff protect and
comfort me. I also know the end of the story. He
wins!!! Revelation 21:3-7 (NLT) 3 I heard a loud
shout from the throne, saying, “Look, God’s home
is now among his people! He will live with them,
and they will be his people. God himself will be with
them. 4 He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and
there will be no more death or sorrow or crying or
pain. All these things are gone forever.” 5 And the
one sitting on the throne said, “Look, I am making
everything new!” And then he said to me, “Write this
down, for what I tell you is trustworthy and true.”
6
And he also said, “It is finished! I am the Alpha
and the Omega—the Beginning and the End. To all
who are thirsty I will give freely from the springs of
the water of life. 7 All who are victorious will inherit
all these blessings, and I will be their God, and they
will be my children. Knowing that at the end, when it

is all finished, we will be with Him, in His presence,
and we will be with Him forever.
All that we are experiencing now
are just distractions that the devil
is trying to use to distract us from
focusing in on Jesus. However,
Jesus is using this so that we can
focus on Him and only Him. Too
many of us have let our comfortable and prosperous lives distract us from giving all
of our love and devotion to Jesus. At this time, the
devil is trying to drive us into fear and hopelessness
that will drive us away from Jesus. Jesus is saying,
Matthew 11:28-30 (NLT) 28 Then Jesus said, “Come
to me, all of you who are weary and carry heavy
burdens, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke
upon you. Let me teach you, because I am humble
and gentle at heart, and you will find rest for your
souls. 30 For my yoke is easy to bear, and the burden
I give you is light.”
During this time of uncertainty, be certain that He
will never leave nor forsake us. Be certain that His
promises are true and that He will see us through all
of this. Be certain that He wins in the end and that
you have already determined to be on the winning
side. Dear people of Valley Isle Fellowship. All
this comes down to love Jesus with all of your heart,
mind, and soul and love like He did and does!
We can choose to lift Jesus up high. John 3:14-15
(NLT) 14 And as Moses lifted up the bronze snake on
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Certainty In Days of Uncertainty
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

a pole in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15 so that everyone who
believes in him will have eternal life. Let’s do all that is in our power to lift Jesus up
high so that all men, women, and children might see His love, grace, and power. So
that they might not only see Him, but that they would turn their lives over to Him and
be saved.
God bless you all as we support each other in these days of uncertainty. Be thankful
and grateful that we serve a God of certainty!!!

			*		*		*		*		*

Feel God pulling you into deeper
fellowship with the family?
Wondering how He could use you to
Electronic Giving Now Available
Go to our website at vifmaui.com
and click on the GIVE button
at the top of the webpage.
Follow the prompts or
Text vifmaui to 77977 or
You can also mail a check
To our new mailing address:
Valley Isle Fellowship
251 Pualalea Circle
Wailuku, HI 96793
“Thank you”

LOVE GOD,
LOVE HIS CHURCH,
LOVE HIS WORLD?
WAYS to be INVOLVED:
MINISTRIES SMALL GROUPS
MISSIONS PARKING YARD WORK
SETUP/BREAK/DOWN
Contact the Church Office (244-0865) to get
plugged in!
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Christian Living
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/love-neighbor-pandemic/

9 Ways to Love Your Neighbor in This Pandemic
MARCH 20, 2020 | JUSTIN WHITMEL EARLEY

On August 17, 2017, cars packed the interstates surrounding Houston as people scrambled to evacuate. Hurricane
Harvey was headed in, and millions were headed out.
The next morning, a picture went viral. It was a line of trucks pulling boats. These vehicles also crawled, bumper
to bumper on the interstate, but what the internet slowly realized was that these trucks weren’t headed out—they
were heading in.
Upon hearing the evacuation orders, these people ran into the storm to help.
Ever since that moment, I’ve been haunted by a question: is this a picture of the American church? Are we the
kind of church, who, like the Savior we proclaim (Matt. 14:25), walks into the storm? Or, when the storm comes,
do we gather our own and flee?
Salvation Turns Us Outward
One of the primary postures of a Christian is outward. Our salvation means that the curse of the inward curve of
sin is broken, and we’re now free to turn outward—to love God and neighbor (Gal. 5:1). Like Abraham, we’re
blessed in order to be a blessing to others (Gen. 22:17–18).
Our salvation means that the curse of the inward curve of sin is broken, and we are now free to turn outward—to
love God and neighbor.
From plagues in the Roman Empire to cholera in 19th-century London, the church is replete with examples of
rejecting fear and embracing neighbor love—even when it means self-sacrifice and risk.
From Fear to Neighbor Love
This is the church’s moment to rise to its call. We stand at the beginning of a crisis. Even if we don’t know exactly
how bad this will be, we certainly know that fear is more viral than any virus.
Of course, we must remind ourselves that we have nothing to fear (Deut. 31:8; Matt. 14:27). But it’s equally
important to remind ourselves that we don’t drive out fear by wishing it away—we drive out fear by acting in love.
Love is what replaces fear (1 John 4:18), and love is always outward—to God and neighbor.
So we must walk into this storm. We must know that we have been equipped, by faith in Jesus, to have the
metaphorical trucks and boats necessary to do so (Eph. 2:10; 2 Tim. 3:17).
Here, then, are nine ways Christians can practically love our neighbors in this moment of crisis.
1. Glorify God by Obeying Authorities
One of the primary ways regular people can help curb the spread of a virus is to comply with recommendations
(Rom. 13:1–5). Remember we do this not in fear and self-preservation, but as an act of love to the vulnerable
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whom this sickness might kill. Much of this compliance can become worship-filled acts. Wash your hands and
say a 20-second prayer for your neighbors while you do so: “Lord, protect the vulnerable from this virus.” Bump
elbows instead of hugging, and intentionally pass peace while you do so: “Peace be with you.”
Of course, you know you’re supposed to do these things, but you may not have realized that these ordinary acts
of self-restraint are incredible acts of neighbor love, and should be acknowledged as courageous and spiritually significant. Over the next few months our lives will be filled with the inconvenience of canceling cherished
events—but it so happens that self-sacrificial love is always inconvenient.
2. Organize Errands for the Elderly and the Immunocompromised
This virus appears to discriminate. Children (praise God!) aren’t being affected nearly as much as the elderly.
Further, healthy people will most likely be fine, while the immunocompromised or those with chronic health
conditions are at greater risk. If you (like me) are low-risk, then work with your church or community to organize
ways to keep at-risk people safely quarantined and to bring them anything they need.
Over the next few months our lives will be filled with the inconvenience of canceling cherished events—but it so
happens that self-sacrificial love is always inconvenient.
The church is well-practiced at bringing meals to new parents or grieving relatives; now is our time to use these
systems to benefit the vulnerable. I’m a millennial, and this is an incredible moment for our generation to serve.
Singles and couples without kids are especially well-poised to serve.
3. Admit There’s a Crisis, But Don’t Panic
The best leaders don’t lie or hide reality. But they also don’t panic. They tell the truth and lead courageously. One
of the unique things about living in a non-authoritarian country is that local leaders can have incredible influence
at times such as these.
Pastors, business, and community leaders should understand that, like it or not, they’re suddenly in an incredibly
significant role. We can also do this as a collective voice—in our homes, schools, and social media. The church
can help lead the public by not downplaying a pandemic that will certainly kill thousands and thousands of more
people, but also by stewarding conversation toward outward acts of service, not inward acts of self-protection.
4. Share Good Information; Ignore Bad
This isn’t the time when we need lots of armchair epidemiologists voicing opinions on stats. This is a time when
we need to give deference to experts and, importantly, not cloud the air with misinformation (Prov. 15:2). Love
your neighbors by sharing important information—don’t harm them by being unwise about what you share.
It’s helpful to share and footnote reliable information; it’s harmful to circulate hearsay (Eph. 4:29). Before you
share something on social media, love your neighbor by taking a few minutes to at least read
the whole article, and better yet, do your best to verify it’s coming from a reputable source.
5. Serve Healthcare Workers
In a pandemic, we should think of health-care workers as we did first responders during 9/11. They’re the ones
risking life and limb to protect others. We should be praying for them, supporting them, bringing meals to them,
offering them childcare, and supporting in any ways possible. They’re voluntarily walking into burning buildings
to do things we cannot do, so let’s help them with the things we can do.
6. Spend Money as an Act of Economic Love
One of the huge effects of pandemics is fiscal shutdown. The young coffeeshop owner probably won’t get sick,
but her business might die if people stop ordering. We must obey authorities, but within those boundaries we must
see our spending as an act of charity, of which the root word is caritas—that is, love. America runs on small
business—this isn’t a political slogan. It’s plain reality.
Before you share something to social media, love your neighbor by taking a few minutes to at least read the whole
article, and better yet, do your best to verify it’s coming from a reputable source.
Flourishing local economies are real threads of shalom. It would be easy to let fear stop you from participating,
but this is actually an opportunity to spend more money than you otherwise would at local establishments—so
long as you stay within the bounds of authorities’ recommendations.
If you can’t go to local establishments, buy gift cards from them online to use later. Consider getting takeout from
local places when you’d normally go out to eat, rather than hoarding groceries. Spend money intentionally as a
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way of loving others through working to help sustain the economy.
7. Feed and Watch Other People’s Kids While Schools Are Closed
One of the most difficult things about schools closing is that the brunt will fall most heavily on the vulnerable.
Many children rely on school meals to eat. Many parents can’t work if their kids aren’t at school. Those of us
with white-collar jobs we can do at home will make it work. We’ll work remotely, take turns watching kids with
spouses, and catch up once the kids are in bed. Many can’t work remotely or leave their kids alone to go to work.
Churches in my hometown of Richmond are coordinating with local schools and government efforts to help
provide food and volunteer services for at-risk children. Wouldn’t it be beautiful if, in the wake of this crisis, our
collective memory was of the church joining hands with its neighbors to serve the vulnerable?
8. Renew Your Household with Spiritual Rhythms
Your household is at an incredible moment. Suddenly, what has always been true is plainly evident—we live in a
dangerous world, and your house stands as a missional outpost of love amid that danger.
Spend money intentionally as a way of loving others through working to help sustain the economy.
In a time of voluntary or enforced quarantine, all normal household rhythms have been disrupted, which means
this is an incredible opportunity to form new rhythms that guide you toward God’s power in a time of human
powerlessness (read Scripture together).
Take this as an opportunity to reframe how your household spends its time and practice habits that guide you
toward courage in a cultural moment of fear (pray together).
Cultivate rhythms that guide you to concentration and presence, in a blitz of information and alerts (strongly consider limiting the frequency you check the news to twice a day).
Above all, cling to spiritual disciplines that guide you toward a household gathered in love, rather than scattered
in fear (have intentional conversations).
9. Don’t Stop Small, Low-Risk Gatherings
Time and again, history has shown that our bodies don’t just need health; our souls need hope. The human capacity to endure in the harshest of circumstances is incredible—so long as there is hope. For Christians, this means
reminding ourselves that Jesus is our only hope in life and in death, and communal worship is central to this hope.
Christian community is the primary place where we process our anxieties, and preach the good news of Jesus to
each other. While now is a time where we absolutely must significantly alter the way we meet, we must not give
up small and safe gatherings, even if that means we have to connect by digital means.
Our bodies don’t just need health; our souls need hope. . . . Listen to authorities to stay safe, but fight for Christian
community to stay alive.
Consider that this is an amazing time to experience and remember what has always been true: the church isn’t a
building, but a people summoned together in the name of God. Consider that this is an amazing time to live in
solidarity with the global persecuted church, which always has to meet in homes. Consider, above all, that by
clinging to small and safe gatherings, we resist isolation as an act of hope.
There are great resources to help you think through how to do this wisely and safely. Understand that your soul
needs friendship like your lungs need air. Your spirit needs community much more than your house needs more
supplies. Listen to authorities to stay safe, but fight for Christian community to stay alive. These things are not
mutually exclusive. We can—and we must—find ways to gather.
Walking into the Storm
My prayer is that God would lead the American church into a moment of maturity, where we remember our core
identity: a body of believers who are blessed so that we might become a blessing.
Let us, then, like the Savior we proclaim, walk into this storm.
Justin Whitmel Earley is a business lawyer in Richmond, Virginia, and the author of The Common Rule: Habits of Purpose for an Age of Distraction. He is married to Lauren and has four sons: Whit, Asher, Coulter, and
Sheppard. You can follow him on Twitter and learn more about cultivating a formational set of habits at www.
TheCommonRule.org.
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How Has COVID-19 Impacted the Woodies?
Dear Friend,
It truly is a unique time for us all and can impact us all in various ways. Rachael and I wanted
to briefly update you on how this impacts us here in Durango, CO and concerning the ministry
God has given us to college students at Fort Lewis College.
Like many schools and universities across the world, Fort Lewis College has moved classes
online in efforts to minimize the spread of the coronavirus. In addition, FLC has decided to
cancel the remainder of in-person classes this semester and continue with online education.
The students were informed that they should move back home if they are able to. What does
that mean for us and the college ministry?
We are currently on Spring Break and while we have bounced some ideas around with our
team, we will “meet” Monday to knock out a more solid plan. We anticipate that we will have
to adapt to what many of you are doing as well - online, online, online. If we do go all online, it
will take the form of video chats and/or phone calls with students for discipleship appointments,
weekly meetings, bible studies and other events and activities we would usually do in person.
As of right now, Durango has no official cases of the virus. Though, I can’t imagine it not already
being here. Rachael and I have heeded the precautions to do our part in slowing the spreading.
With that said, we know the Lord is in control even during this strange time. We see this as a
time for great opportunity. An opportunity to draw near to God and growing not only our relationship with him but with the people around us... as long as it stays under 10 people... 6 feet from
each other. We don’t know the future but the Lord Almighty does!
“And know that for those who love God, all things work together for good, for those who
are called to his purpose.” (Romans 8:28).
As common as this verse is, it’s profound nature is just the opposite of common! The Lord God
is faithful to his people. Thanks be to God for Jesus and through him, we can have peace with
God (Romans 5:1)
“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” (Romans 3:23).
“But God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners Christ died for us.”
(Romans 5:8)
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(continued on next page)

Woodies Continued...

and
“he saved us, not because of works done in righteousness, but according to his own
mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit.” (Titus 3:5).
We place our faith in Jesus and not things of this world because he has overcome the world so
we can take heart (John 16:33)! And because Jesus has overcome the world and conquered
death forever we need not be fearful of uncertain times if we have trusted him for salvation. “All
things work together for those who are called according to his purpose.” This strange
time we are all going through is serious but we can lay down whatever fear, burden, worry, or
temptation we have at the feet of Jesus knowing he desires us to come to him and place our
trust in him. I recently read through Mark, chapter 1 and speaking of our Lord Jesus, verse 35
reads,
“And rising very early in the morning, while it was still dark, he departed and went to a
desolate place, and there he prayed.”
I don’t know how things are playing out for you during this time but think back a year ago; what
was going on then? Is God’s desire for you to draw near to him and his promise to draw near
to you (James 4:8) any different now, even in the midst of a pandemic? Of course not! In any
season God delights when we choose to spend time with him. We don’t have to seek him but
we get to. When things get crazy, we can always depart and go to a “desolate” place and
fellowship with God, who will always be there for us. Praise God for his grace upon grace for
us! I pray we can all pursue God, and all the more, in light of this crazy virus thing going on.
We have all been impacted in some way by this world-wide issue but will we let God impact our
lives for more of a God-fearing faith during these strange times? I pray we do.
Do not fear this season ahead of us but trust in the Lord who made the universe and yet finds
delight in you! God is faithful, God is good all the time and God is sovereign even when the
world around us gets chaotic.
We would love to hear from you! Please let us know how we can be praying for you. Do you
need someone to talk to while social distancing? Is there anything we could do to help you in
some way? Please let us know.
We love you and thank God for you.
Please Pray for God to be glorified during this time, ministry at FLC to continue in a new way, pray we
can do our part to love others and not spread the virus, we stay healthy, wisdom for our country, online
avenues for ministry will be smoothed out, MPM wisdom about events in the future.
Copyright © 2020 Master Plan Ministries, All rights reserved.
Master Plan Ministries
PO Box 1082
Durango, Colorado 81302
-7-

MISSION NEWS
NAMB Missionary Spotlight:

Gregg Gober, lead church planting missionary of Hope
Community, had only been in Brooklyn for eight months when
the COVID-19 crisis force his church to move to online meetings. They had only recently transitioned from meeting in
their aparment to renting a space for weekly gatherings. From
right to left: Gober, his wife Tamra, their son Eli and their
daughter Ellie.

Scott Plath
03 25 2020 | Rigby, Idaho
Scott Plath planted South Fork Outdoorsmen Church in Rigby,
Idaho. Pray for leadership development for our young congregation. Also, please pray for a wild-game super-outreach
which is currently planned for April 18.Thank you.

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer
https://www.imb.org/pray/

* British of England
Castle Vale is a government housing project on the outskirts of Birmingham, England. More than 10,000 people
call this single square mile home and yet there is no evangelical church in this area which has long been known
for mugging, drug dealing, and car chases. In 2014, Baptist representatives, Kenny and Kristy Dubnick, began an
evangelistic Bible study in one of the homes on the project. During the 18-month study, three new believers came
to faith, but since there was no church in the area, they joined a congregation in another neighborhood. The Dubnicks moved on to other works in other areas, continuing to pray for Castle Vale as the Lord laid it on their hearts.
Just before Christmas, out of the blue, Kenny received an email from Jerry,* a new resident to Castle Vale. “I’m a
Christian,” Jerry said. “I live in Castle Vale and I’ve started a Bible study. We have about 20 people meeting each
week to learn how to follow Jesus. Will you come and help us become a church?” Please pray for the Dubnicks,
Jerry, and the 20 others who hope to plant a church in Castle Vale this year. Pray for a clear vision as the group
seeks the Lord’s plans. Pray for God to bring unity and to raise up leaders within the group. (*name changed)
* Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam
(HOE-chee-men) - Trung* and Huynh* have never met, but Trung is having an eternal impact on Huynh’s life.
Recently, Huynh came across a link in a social media post that caught his interest. It was asking questions about
life and contentedness that were the same questions Huynh had been pondering lately, so he began exploring more
in this online space. Since then, he’s been reading Scripture, as prompted by this social media tool, and answering questions about what he reads. He’s now at the point of wanting to interact more with someone, although
he’s not sure that he wants to meet someone face to face. This is where Trung comes in. Trung is a believer who
has stepped in to exchange messages with Huynh and help him to continue to process what he’s been learning.
Please pray that Huynh will continue to stay engaged and move to the point of making a lordship commitment to
Jesus Christ. Ask that even now, Huynh will be gathering his friends together to discuss what he is learning and
point them to the same online information. Pray that this new group will likewise believe and then be ready for an
outsider to come and meet with them face to face and help them to grow in their new faith. Pray for many more
believers like Trung to become involved in this process of digital engagement with the gospel. (*names changed)
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Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar
17

May 2020

June 2020

9:00 am - Worship Service
10:30 am - Sunday School
12:00 pm - Trustee Meeting
6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
18 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
20 6:30 pm - Youth Night

1
3
6

24

8
6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
10 6:30 pm - Youth Night
11 Kamehameha Day Holiday Office Closed
13 8:00 am - GriefShare Support Group
14 9:00 am - Worship Service
10:30 am - Sunday School
12:00 pm - Trustee Meeting
6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

7

9:00 am - Worship Service
10:30 am - Sunday School
6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
- Memorial Day Holiday Office Closed
25 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
27 6:30 pm - Youth Night
31 9:00 am - Worship Service
		
- Ordinance of Lordʻs Supper
10:30 am - Sunday School
12:00 pm - VBS Workers Meeting
6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
6:30 pm - Youth Night
8:00 am - GriefShare Support Group
9:00 am - Worship Service
10:30 am - Sunday School
6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

		

15 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
17 6:30 pm - Youth Night

Valley Isle Fellowship
Mailing Address: 251 Pualalea Circle, Wailuku, HI 96793
ph: (808) 244-0865 - vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com - www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE
(Temporarily Cancelled - Est. to Resume 5/17/20)

PRAYER MEETING MONDAY EVENINGS
(Temporarily Cancelled - Est. to Resume 5/18/20)
6:30 PM

Worship Service - 9:00 am
Sunday School - 10:30 am

SUNDAY EVENING SERVICE
(Temporarily Cancelled - Est. to Resume 5/17/20)

Livestream Valley Isle Fellowship
@ 9 AM SUNDAY MORNING

Worship/Study 6:00 pm
Senior Pastor

Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808)419-8100
email: icastephen@gmail.com

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

Would you like be a member of Valley Isle Fellowship?

Call the office at 244-0865 to get a membership packet of reading materials, then schedule a membership class.

Church Office Hours
Office Hours are from 7am-12 noon. Please feel free to call for an appointment after hours or leave a message.
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Shine, JESUS, Shine
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

Matthew 5:14-16
I. You are prized to Jesus Christ. – Matthew 5:14a
A. Our Lord saved us. – 1 Corinthians 6:9-11
B. His love and grace commissioned us. – 2 Corinthians 5:19-20
C. A light is a light or it is not.
II. He places you in His trophy case. – Matthew 5:14b-15a
A. Our Lord loves us and repurposes us for His purposes.
B. He places us in a place of prominence. – 1 John 4:4
C. We need to strive to become a blazing beacon for His glory and honor.
III. It’s Amazing that He sees us as useful. – Matthew 5:15b-15
A. He uses you to be a light of safety.
B. Your light is your good deeds.
C. Don’t resist His efforts to reveal you.
D. Let Him use us to bring praise to Himself.

- 10 -

