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Yes, It’s Time to RetireYes, It’s Time to Retire
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

Jesus is an inspiration to those who are and will surround Jesus is an inspiration to those who are and will surround 
him.  Someone who can love you and motivate you to achieve him.  Someone who can love you and motivate you to achieve 
a higher degree of love for our Lord.  Someone who can a higher degree of love for our Lord.  Someone who can 
help you to see the vision that the Lord has set before you help you to see the vision that the Lord has set before you 
and to lead you in successfully accomplishing that vision to and to lead you in successfully accomplishing that vision to 
the glory and honor of the Lord.  This has to be someone the glory and honor of the Lord.  This has to be someone 
whose character is beyond reproach so that you can put your whose character is beyond reproach so that you can put your 
complete trust and faith in him to lead you to accomplish complete trust and faith in him to lead you to accomplish 
much together for the glory and honor of the Lord.much together for the glory and honor of the Lord.
I have tried to do the best that I can to lead you in the direction I have tried to do the best that I can to lead you in the direction 
that the Lord has instructed me to.  It is now time to allow that the Lord has instructed me to.  It is now time to allow 
you to choose a new Leader to take you into realms that I you to choose a new Leader to take you into realms that I 
have been unable to.  I believe a good foundation has been have been unable to.  I believe a good foundation has been 
laid and now the sky is the limit.  To me, it is undeniable laid and now the sky is the limit.  To me, it is undeniable 
that God has resourced you with all that is necessary to that God has resourced you with all that is necessary to 
accomplish His desires.  You are at the beginning of seeing accomplish His desires.  You are at the beginning of seeing 
God doing great and mighty things in and through you.  To God doing great and mighty things in and through you.  To 
God be the glory, great things He wants to do in and through God be the glory, great things He wants to do in and through 
you.  As I step down and a new leader rises, I desire you to you.  As I step down and a new leader rises, I desire you to 
keep looking ahead and not to keep looking ahead and not to 
look back.  Look ahead at the look back.  Look ahead at the 
goal that the Lord sets before goal that the Lord sets before 
you instead of looking back you instead of looking back 
to past joys.  Moving forward to past joys.  Moving forward 
to accomplish the desires to accomplish the desires 
of the Lord will be hard of the Lord will be hard 
and challenging, but it will and challenging, but it will 
bring joys beyond all joys bring joys beyond all joys 
as you follow Him in loving as you follow Him in loving 
obedience.obedience.
I will be praying for all of you as you seek after the Lord and I will be praying for all of you as you seek after the Lord and 
the future that He desires for you.  His love and grace will the future that He desires for you.  His love and grace will 

LLast Sunday during the Visioning Session, I announced ast Sunday during the Visioning Session, I announced 
that I will be retiring and it is up to Valley Isle Fellowship that I will be retiring and it is up to Valley Isle Fellowship 

to begin preparing to seek a new Senior to begin preparing to seek a new Senior 
Pastor.  I firmly believe that the Lord is Pastor.  I firmly believe that the Lord is 
leading me to ask that you begin to cut leading me to ask that you begin to cut 
the ties to me as your Senior Pastor and the ties to me as your Senior Pastor and 
to begin seeking the Lord as to who to begin seeking the Lord as to who 
will be your next Senior Pastor.  I do will be your next Senior Pastor.  I do 

not have a firm date to give you as a definite date to retire for not have a firm date to give you as a definite date to retire for 
I do not want to leave you high and dry.  I believe that VIF is I do not want to leave you high and dry.  I believe that VIF is 
at a pivotal point where God is doing something very special at a pivotal point where God is doing something very special 
and I believe that the next Senior Pastor needs to have the and I believe that the next Senior Pastor needs to have the 
capacity to take you on to the next level of excellency.capacity to take you on to the next level of excellency.
During this past year of incredible and unprecedented During this past year of incredible and unprecedented 
challenges, God has seen us through these difficulties and challenges, God has seen us through these difficulties and 
has even allowed us to progress in ways that we could has even allowed us to progress in ways that we could 
never have imagined.  A good number of you have extended never have imagined.  A good number of you have extended 
yourselves in ways that have been an inspiration to me and I yourselves in ways that have been an inspiration to me and I 
want to thank you for making the sacrifice in order to do so.  want to thank you for making the sacrifice in order to do so.  
You have faced the risk of venturing out into this pandemic You have faced the risk of venturing out into this pandemic 
world in order to love and serve the Lord.  God has protected world in order to love and serve the Lord.  God has protected 
and refined you into an instrument of His love and grace.  and refined you into an instrument of His love and grace.  
This has resulted in new people coming to VIF and growing This has resulted in new people coming to VIF and growing 
in their love for Jesus as they have seen Jesus bright and in their love for Jesus as they have seen Jesus bright and 
shinning in your lives.shinning in your lives.
You have also taken your love for Jesus out into our You have also taken your love for Jesus out into our 
community and you have caused the reputation of VIF to community and you have caused the reputation of VIF to 

become significant, as become significant, as 
several of our community several of our community 
leaders have expressed to leaders have expressed to 
me that they were impressed me that they were impressed 
with the love and sacrifice with the love and sacrifice 
of the people of VIF.  New of the people of VIF.  New 
people responding to the people responding to the 

love of Jesus is really the result of you moving beyond the love of Jesus is really the result of you moving beyond the 
walls of the church into the community and sharing His love walls of the church into the community and sharing His love 
with many who surround us.  You are the most powerful with many who surround us.  You are the most powerful 
outreach tool of the Lord in our community.  Letting others outreach tool of the Lord in our community.  Letting others 
see Jesus in you is resulting in the gradual transformation of see Jesus in you is resulting in the gradual transformation of 
our Maui community.our Maui community.
It is now time for you to seek after the Lord for a new Senior It is now time for you to seek after the Lord for a new Senior 
Pastor to lead you into the future.  Someone whose love for Pastor to lead you into the future.  Someone whose love for 

(continued on next page)



Yes, Itʻs Time to RetireYes, Itʻs Time to Retire
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

protect you and guide you to the new leader of His choosing.  I know that He is in control and He will never fail you.  protect you and guide you to the new leader of His choosing.  I know that He is in control and He will never fail you.  
Trust in Him with all your heart and do not fear the unknowns.  He knows even though you Trust in Him with all your heart and do not fear the unknowns.  He knows even though you 
may not know.  Valley Isle Fellowship is His ministry and He will provide anything and may not know.  Valley Isle Fellowship is His ministry and He will provide anything and 
everything for the apple of His eye.  He, therefore, will provide the man of His choosing everything for the apple of His eye.  He, therefore, will provide the man of His choosing 
to lead you into the future.  Love Him and follow Him and He will not disappoint Him.  to lead you into the future.  Love Him and follow Him and He will not disappoint Him.  
Take your eyes off of Him and follow your own ways and there will be much difficulty and Take your eyes off of Him and follow your own ways and there will be much difficulty and 
heartache.  Choose Him and His ways and don’t let the devil scatter weeds and thistles in the heartache.  Choose Him and His ways and don’t let the devil scatter weeds and thistles in the 
Valley Isle Fellowship garden of His servants.  Love Him supremely.  Follow Him nearly.  Valley Isle Fellowship garden of His servants.  Love Him supremely.  Follow Him nearly.  
And submit totally to Him so that all glory and honor can be given to Him.  God bless and And submit totally to Him so that all glory and honor can be given to Him.  God bless and 
keep you as you move forward to give Him the honor and glory that He so richly deserves!!!keep you as you move forward to give Him the honor and glory that He so richly deserves!!!
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Childcare/Sunday Childcare/Sunday 
School School 

during our 10:30 service 

Age 3-5 years
Overflow Lanai

1st grade-5th grade 
Fellowship Lanai

Contact 
Steffen(264-0397) or 

Josie (264-8142)
for more information

Monday nightsMonday nights 
6:30 p.m.6:30 p.m.

For log-in information 
contact 

Pastor Stephen 
(808)419-8100

Menʻs Prayer Night
every Sunday in March

@ 6:00 p.m.

A time to join together 
for prayer focused on 
Advancing the Gospel 

as a church
See Brandon Kelly 

for more info

He Is Alive!!He Is Alive!!
April 2   Good FridayApril 2   Good Friday
  6:00 pm   Good Friday Service6:00 pm   Good Friday Service

April 4   Easter SundayApril 4   Easter Sunday
  7:00 am   7:00 am   Easter Sunrise ServiceEaster Sunrise Service
          (coffee to follow)(coffee to follow)

 9:00 am/10:30 am   9:00 am/10:30 am  Resurrection CelebrationsResurrection Celebrations
          (Childcare/SundaySchool (Childcare/SundaySchool 
          during 10:30 am during 10:30 am service)service)

Make your reservations @ vifmaui.comMake your reservations @ vifmaui.com



Announcements
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2021 Goal for Hawai Pacific Baptists $121,000
2021 Goal for VIF $1,500

VIF Giving-to-date:  $1,060.00

True knowing, therefore, must begin and end in and with love. 
God is LOVE. Biblically speaking then, it’s not just what we know that 
matters, but how we know what we know.  And, that’s the focus of this study. 
Because, it seems we’ve lost our way of knowing how to know things. It’s 
like trying to find your glasses once you’ve lost your glasses. 
If we’ve lost our way of knowing, and therefore loving God, then we cannot 
know and love ourselves. 
If we cannot know and love ourselves, then how would we ever begin to 
know and love our neighbor? 
The evidence of this lack of knowing how to know would be a world of 
identity-less individuals (perhaps even highly intellectual), beleaguered 
by fear, guilt and shame fighting endless wars of self-promotion and self-
protection at the cost of everyone around them.
Join us to gain our knowing!  Knowing Rediscovered.

For more information contact Pam Edwards (808)446-4009

Spring Womenʻs Study
Starts on Sat., April 10th

4-5 pm
6-week study   

Childcare provided
Please sign-up early so we 
know how many children

Weekly Bible 
Study  

(grades 6-12)(grades 6-12)
 

6:30 p.m 
Wednesday nights 

on zoom.us
Contact Wesley Kiaha 

(808)281-4231
for more information



MISSION NEWS
North American Missions Board  (NAMB) Missionary Spotlight

International Mission Board
Pray

https://www.imb.org/prayer-list/?searchtype=all

•Unreached Peoples of East Indonesia - Margaret* is part of a small tribe that doesn’t have running water or electricity. Her daily 
life includes waking up early to fetch water, care for her children, cook for the day, clean the house, and then go to the fields to work 
alongside her family. As a Hulu* woman, she has a low status in the society and lives a hard life. Her children work right alongside 
her, but as her daughters become teenagers, they are sold into marriage. Pray that discouraged women like Margaret will have a 
chance to meet believers at the market or in nearby villages. Ask that the Hulu people will have a hunger and thirst for righteousness 
and truth that will lead them to Jesus Christ. (*names changed)
•Southeast Asian Peoples - Thank the Lord that there are people open and responsive to believing and following Jesus 
Christ when they hear the gospel! Many are women and children. Please pray that the husbands, fathers, and brothers of these 
believers will come to saving faith. Often, the women and the children become discouraged and are even persecuted for their 
faith. Pray that the changed lives of these believers will cause the men in their families to seek the Lord. Ask God to raise 
up strong male leaders in the church who will shepherd these believers and reach out to the other men in their communities.
•Rohingya of Myanmar and Bangladesh (roh-HING-uh) - Praise the Lord that Rohingya people are coming to faith! Please 
pray for them, as most are very cautious about letting too many other people know about it. Within Rakhine, Myanmar, where 
many Rohingya were living, there are signs of reconciliation between them and the local Myanmar people. These efforts are 
small right now, but things seem to be going in the right direction. Praise the Lord!
•Muslims of St. Petersburg, Russia - Rassim* has had quite the spiritual journey! Over the past several years, he has moved 
from being a committed Muslim to being more receptive of the gospel. Just this past year, he began attending church services 
and listening to online sermons. Please pray that God will save Rassim and use him as a great witness to his family and 
friends. (*name changed)
•Global Crossroads, American Peoples - “A parent at our children’s school commented that ‘they will grind me 
into dust’ after we discussed recent school closures/distance learning guidelines, complications from the blizzard 
that turned Madrid into a declared disaster zone in January, and then, shortly afterward, the further tightening of 
COVID-19 restrictions and confinements. The weariness and fatigue are palpable around the city. Join us in praying 
for new trauma healing groups to begin through New Hope. Ask God to multiple His healing and hope through 
these groups.”

“Metro Vancouver is a global city characterized by diversity, density and growth. Pray for the Lord to continue calling out 
planters, couples and families to start community-transforming churches. Pray for our local churches to multiply as they 
develop church planting leaders in our city, for our city.” - Peter Blackaby, Vancouver Send City Missionary                                                    

Vancouver, BC

22,687,505
people live in 

metro Vancouver

1 CNBC church 
for every
41,263 

Vancouver residents
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52 Sundays
Celebrating the global impact our church is making through                                                     

Cooperative Program supported missions
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Today let’s pray for two of our North American missionaries: Matthew and Ana Silvestre. 
They are planting a new church in Salinas, California. That’s a town near the coast, 
south of San Francisco.

People told them don’t move to east Salinas — it’s too rough there. They meant that’s 
where gangs and drugs and crime are to be found. But Matthew felt called to that 
part of town. This is where they live and where they are raising their three daughters.

He and Ana first felt God leading them to plant a new church back in 2014. 
Now that new church is a living thing. Venture Church Salinas, as they call it, is now 
reaching a number of Spanish-speaking people, but many others as well. Matthew 
and Ana are Hispanic in background, but Matthew grew up in Aptos, a town 
about 30 miles north of Salinas.

Our church is supporting Matthew and Ana through our Cooperative Program 
giving as they serve the Lord there in California.

Let’s ask God to bless their church and help them reach many for Himself.



Valley Isle Fellowship CalendarValley Isle Fellowship Calendar

  
  28     9:00 am   1st Worship Service
        10:30 am   2nd Worship Service
               Childcare/Sunday School
          5:00 pm   Reservations open
 29     6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online
 31     5:00 pm   Reservations close  
          6:30 pm   Youth Bible Study - online

   2    Good Friday - office closed
        6:00 pm   Good Friday Service 
   4   7:00 am   Easter Sunrise Service
        9:00 am   1st Worship Service
      10:30 am   2nd Worship Service
                        Childcare/Sunday School
        5:00 pm   Reservations open
   5   6:30  pm   Prayer Meeting - online

   7   5:00 pm    Reservations close                                                      
        6:30 pm    Youth Bible Study - online

 10  8:00 am  GriefShare Support Group
   MPD Kalo - Field
        4:00 pm   Womenʻs Study “Knowing Rediscovered”

 11   9:00 am   1st Worship Service
      10:30 am   2nd Worship Service
                        Childcare/Sunday School
      12:30 pm   Trustees Meeting - online
        5:00 pm   Reservations open
 12   6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online
 14   5:00 pm   Reservations close                                                      
        6:30 pm   Youth Bible Study - online
 17  4:00 pm   Womenʻs Study “Knowing Rediscovered”

 18   9:00 am   1st Worship Service
      10:30 am   2nd Worship Service
                        Childcare/Sunday School
        5:00 pm   Reservations open
 19   6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online
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Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808) 419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com

Livestream:  Valley Isle Fellowship

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

@VIFMaui

Valley Isle Fellowship
251 Pualalea Circle , Wailuku, HI  96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  fax: (808) 249-0235 - vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING SERVICES

1st Worship Service - 9:00 am
2nd Worship Service - 10:30 am

    Childcare/Sunday School for
infants to grade 5 

following 2nd service worship/praise time

 March 2021 March 2021

 April 2021 April 2021



Following Jesus’ Example 
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

I.   _________ it up. – Matthew 20:17-19

 A.   ______________ your ____________. 

 B.   _____________ His  ______________ . 

 C.   _____________ your ____________ . 

II.  ____________ Him on. – Matthew 20:20-28

 A. Cling to ________ . 

 B. Cling ______________ to __________. 

 C. Sing ____________ of _____________ to Him. 

III.  ___________ it up. – Matthew 21:1-5

 A. Don’t  __________.

 B. Don’t __________. 

 C. Don’t take the _____________  ____________ . 

Notes:
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