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Knowing and Fulfilling Our Roles
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

ing will be able to separate us from Him, not even 
COVID-19, for He has given us power, love, and 
self-discipline.  So now that we know this, we now 
have to fulfill this.  
Over the past weeks and months, you know that I 
have been pushing for revival to come to Valley Isle 
Fellowship.  Dear people of VIF.  Over the years, I 
have come to realize that God is sovereign and He 
generally works in ways 
that are not of my choos-
ing.  I have come to real-
ize that that is a good thing 
because His ways are very 
good and much higher 
than my ways.  Thank goodness that I am not God           
because my ways would lead to trouble and distress 
because I do not have God’s perspectives.  I am           
beginning to see that this COVID-19 challenge could 
lead to the greatest Revival that we have ever heard 
about because we need to put our lives TOTALLY in 
His hands.  We only have have two choices.  We can 
choose to let Him be Lord or not.  If we do not allow 
Him to be the Lord of all of our lives, then we might 
see this COVID-19 challenge become the greatest 
devastation that history has every seen.  
Our role as Christians is to be light in the darkness.  
Matthew 5:14-16 (NLT) 14  “You are the light of the 
world  —   like a city on a hilltop that cannot be 
hidden.  15  No one lights a lamp and then puts it 
under a basket. Instead, a lamp is placed on a stand, 
where it gives light to everyone in the house. 16  In 

During the past two or three weeks, all of you are 
noticing that life on Maui, the United States, and 
through out the world is changing at a frantic pace.  
These are unprecedented days which none of us have 
ever experienced.  Naturally fear and anxiety seems 
to be taking root in our daily lives.  Dear people,      
remind yourselves what the Word of God says:
Romans 8:35-37 (NLT)      35  Can anything ever 
separate us from Christ’s love? Does it mean he no 
longer loves us if we have trouble or calamity, or 
are persecuted, or hungry, or destitute, or in dan-
ger, or threatened with death? 36  (As the Scriptures 
say, “For your sake we are killed every day; we are       
being slaughtered like sheep.”) 37  No, despite all 
these things, overwhelming victory is ours through 
Christ, who loved us.
Know the Word of God!  Depend 
on it!  Faithfully and Lovingly 
live it out, even in the most diffi-
cult situations.  We don’t need to 
be people of fear and panic.  Many 
around us will yield their lives to 
these demonic temptations.  As 
lovers and followers of   Jesus 
Christ, this is not Jesus’ desire and 
will for us.  2 Timothy 1:7 (NLT)  For God has not 
given us a spirit of fear and timidity, but of power, 
love, and self-discipline.  Please take note that the 
Lord is says that He gives us power, love, and self-
discipline not fear.  Therefore, it really comes down 
to a matter of choice where we can choose to follow 
Jesus and pull on all of the resources that He gives 
to us, or we can choose to yield to the temptations of 
the devil, starting with fear and panic.
Our primary role as Christians is to love and trust 
in our Lord Jesus Christ.  He is our rock and our      
foundation.  Therefore, we need to realize that noth-
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- 2 -

Knowing and Fulfilling Our Roles
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

the same way,  let your good deeds shine out for all to see,  so that everyone  will  praise  your  heavenly                  
Father.   
This is not the time for Valley Isle Fellowship to be hiding our lights.  You are the light of the world is what 
this passage says.  You, Stephen and Clarice Kaneshiro.  You, Erin and David Potter.  You, Jeremy and 
Amy Kaneshiro.   You, Keri and Kawika Kiesling.  You, Grayson and Ava Kaneshiro, and Makana, Puali, 
and Kahiau Kiesling.   These are the members of my immediate family and we as a family, together, are to 
be a light for God in this world.  Yes, that is important, but what is even more important to realize is that 
each one of us as individuals are to also be God’s light, even if we have to be a light all by ourselves.  We 
cannot yield to the temptation to hide our light from the world.  Our world needs Jesus right now and we 
are God’s method to bring His light to a world in darkness.  Let’s all shine brightly for JESUS!!!
 
   *  *  *  *  *

VIF Church 2020 Goal 
$2000

Giving to Date $1137.20
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FAITH IS EVIDENCED BY OBEDIENCE

With this current coronavirus pandemic hitting our nation and the world there also comes uncertainty and 
anxiety for individuals, our community, and our nation.  Just these past few days there are already many 
changes that have disrupted our traditional routines even to the point of suspending our Sunday worship 
service, small group bible studies, and other aspects of life for VIF.  Many of our people are very con-
cerned (rightfully so) about the impact of this coronavirus outbreak and how we respond as believers will 
determine how important is obedience to our Lord Jesus Christ when it comes to our faith.  
It starts with our love and obedience to Christ.  1 John 4:18 states, “Such love has no fear, because per-
fect love expels all fear.” In other words, we are not called to be fearful.  We are called to love, love God 
with all of our heart, mind and soul. Love each other, and love those who desperately need God.  In these 
challenging times we as a church are not to   retreat but to advance and share the Gospel to “Who’s Your 
One” that you have been praying for the past couple weeks.  
It is even more critical now than ever before to be closer to God and closer with each other.  A core calling 
for us as believers is to care for each other even at the risk of our own lives. This act of caring for others is 
evidence of our love for Him and our obedience to His call.  This is the epitome of love.  Scripture tells us: 
“There is no greater love than to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.”  Even if a virus outbreak prevents 
us from gathering as a congregation to worship, we still need to support one another in our caregiving.  
This can happen through prayer, through encouragement, and through coming alongside others to provide 
help in crisis.

Obedience is the very best way to show that we are a follower of Christ, doing exactly what the Lord com-
mands.  What are some of the practical ways that we can do to give evidence of our obedience: 
1) Call your “Who’s Your One” and offer a prayer and help where you can. 
2) Offer our resources to those in need.  Remember that what we have is from God and we are stewards 
of what He has blessed us with and we ought to share it to those who are facing challenges. 
3) Share your talent that God gifted you with.  If you’re good with social media, connect with someone 
who doesn’t know Christ who may need to know Him.  Whatever you are good at, use it to shine a light 
for God’s Kingdom.  
4) Be an encourager to those facing life challenges and point them to the cross. 
5) Use kind words to others and offer words of praise when you see someone doing something good.  
6) Remember you have been forgiven by the “blood of the lamb”  so forgive those who have done you 
wrong.



Announcements

Tentative Church Cleaning 
Schedule

Week of  May  14 - 16
Team 6

Hubert I*, and the many hands 
that make light work

Week of  May  21-23 
Team 1

Yeiko E, Elaine Y, Teri C,
Cathy D, Kenneth K, Lucille K*

Week of  May 28 - 30
Team 2

Paul Y*, Linda Y, Loida P, Ruth M, 
Jean K, Elisa R.

Week of  June 4-6
Team 3

Mickie A*, Ann M, Carol S, Phyllis N,
Ken S, George A.

*Key Monitor
Sign-up on the back table 

to be a part of this
ministry. 

         Tentative Childcare Ministry Schedule

 Today  May 17   Team 4: Joanne R,  Jezra S,  Kayla R,
                   Kaitlyn R

 May 24    Team 5: Carol S,  Drezen F,  Davin G, 
       Jadelyn V, Shya F 
 May 31     Team 1: Karen F,  Alysha F,  Melanie F

              June 7      Team 2: Wendy C, Rihanna V,  Riley S,  
                                             Daisy A
             June  14    Team 3: Francis C,  Char C,  Wayne S 
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Vessel of Honor - Womens Ministry Event will be 
rescheduled for the Fall.  More information will be 
forthcoming in the near future.

Electronic Giving Now Available   
Go to our website at VIFMAUI.com and click on the 

GIVE button at the top of the webpage. 
Follow the prompts or Text VIFMAUI to 77977.  

Thank you



MISSION NEWS

NAMB Missionary Spotlight:

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer

https://www.imb.org/pray/

* American Peoples
“IMB, SBC, and national partners. Wow, wouldn’t it be great to connect all three of these groups? We try to do just 
that in the American Peoples affinity. Southern Baptists work alongside IMB field personnel and nationals to do 
evangelism, learn more about missions, disciple believers, and plant churches. The task is great, and we must work 
together for kingdom growth. Please pray for good communication among SBC, IMB, and nationals to express the 
needs as well as effective ways to meet those needs. Please pray for hearts to be open to the gospel as people boldly 
proclaim the Good News among American peoples.”

* Outer Rim People of East Asia
Please pray for many of the migratory people groups of the Outer Rim this month as they make their way from their 
wintering places, some in nearby cities and some in other countries, back to their permanent homes. As they pass 
through the cities, workers have an opportunity to meet them on the street or in homes. Please pray the Lord would 
provide many divine appointments for workers to share or even just make contacts for later in the year. Pray for 
safety for the people as they travel and that the Lord will be speaking to them, even through dreams and thoughts 
to predispose them to the truth.

* South Asian Unengaged Peoples
The Kashmiri-speaking Gujjar follow Islam, a monotheistic religion built around the teachings of the Qur’an and 
of the prophet Muhammad. They are a nomadic community of water buffalo herders who annually migrate from 
the mountains of Kashmir to the plains. The migratory patterns of this community have contributed to a low edu-
cational level and to the Gujjar being classified as a backward caste status. There are a handful of known believers 
among the Gujjar; however, the group, with its large population of 1,175,000 eternal souls, remains unreached. 
Pray that the Kashmiri Gujjar of India will read the New Testament and consider the claims of Jesus. Pray for local 
believers to boldly proclaim the gospel message, and ask that churches will emerge in each of their villages. Pray 
that the Lord of the harvest will raise up and send out many laborers into the areas where the Kashmiri-speaking 
Gujjar of India reside (Luke 10:2). Pray that God will open Gujjar hearts to believe that Jesus offered a perfect and 
final sacrifice for sinners on the cross.
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Ray Kitagawa
03 11 2020 | Honolulu, Hawaii
Ray Kitagawa is a U.S. Army chaplain serving in 
Honolulu, Hawaii. My 89-year-old father-in-law, 
Kenneth Kaneshiro, has been hospitalized for 
more than a month. He fell down and hit the back 
of his head. No bones were broken. Pray that he 
will get stronger and be able to go home soon.



Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar

        May 2020
     17  9:00 am - Worship Service
           10:30 am - Sunday School
           12:00 pm - Trustee Meeting 
     6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
     18  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
     20  6:30 pm - Youth Night 
     24  9:00 am - Worship Service
            10:30 am - Sunday School
     6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
         - Memorial Day Holiday Office Closed
     25    6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
     27  6:30 pm - Youth Night
     31  9:00 am - Worship Service
      - Ordinance of Lordʻs Supper
            10:30 am - Sunday School
            12:00 pm - VBS Workers Meeting
     6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study    

June 2020
     1  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting 
     3  6:30 pm - Youth Night 
     6  8:00 am - GriefShare Support Group
     7  9:00 am - Worship Service                                 
            10:30 am - Sunday School
              6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study    
      8      6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
     10   6:30 pm - Youth Night 
     11 Kamehameha Day Holiday Office Closed
     13  8:00 am - GriefShare Support Group
     14  9:00 am - Worship Service
            10:30 am - Sunday School
           12:00 pm - Trustee Meeting
     6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study    
      15  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
      17  6:30 pm - Youth Night 

Valley Isle Fellowship
Mailing Address: 251 Pualalea Circle,  Wailuku, HI 96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE 
(Temporarily Cancelled - Est. to Resume 5/17/20)

Worship Service - 9:00 am

Sunday School - 10:30 am

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808)419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com

SUNDAY EVENING SERVICE
(Temporarily Cancelled - Est. to Resume 5/17/20)

Worship/Study 6:00 pm
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Livestream Valley Isle Fellowship
@ 9 AM SUNDAY MORNING

Would you like be a member of Valley Isle Fellowship?    
Call the office at 244-0865 to get a membership packet of reading materials, then schedule a membership class.

Church Office Hours
Office Hours are from 7am-12 noon.  Please feel free to call for an appointment after hours or leave a message.

PRAYER MEETING MONDAY EVENINGS
(Temporarily Cancelled - Est. to Resume 5/18/20)

6:30 PM


