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Trust Instead of Panic
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

progress.
Each failure that we experience in Trusting the Lord 
with all of our hearts leads to a stronger faith and 
practice, if you don’t let the failures keep you down.  
As soon as you realize that you have failed, pick 
yourself up, ask the Lord for forgiveness, forgive 
yourself, and move on.  Each failure, when addressed 
in this manner, will actually help to develop strength 
and stability.  Temporary set backs can actually be 
used of the Lord to actually become a launching pad 
to greater and greater strength and faithfulness.  
Getting discouraged and even depressed over our 
failures so that it becomes harder and harder to go 
on, is really an attack of the devil to destroy your trust 
and faith in the Lord.  However, when 
we realize that we have sinned and we 
confess them to the Lord, then what the 
devil means to use to destroy us, the 
Lord will use to build and strengthen 
us.  It is important to know that it is our 
choice as to whether panic or TRUST 
will rule in our lives.  It is not an easy choice, but it 
is a choice that we do not need to feel alone in.  The 
Lord promises to walk with us, to provide for us, and 
to lift us up if we make the choice to TRUST Him.  
It will not be easy, but it will be easier than having 
to do it all on your own.  Also, the consequences of 
TRUSTING are soooooo much better than the con-
sequences of panic.
With Coronavirus COVIC-19 challenges all around 
us, it is so easy to yield to panic.  I know that the 

Proverbs 3:5-6 (NLT) 5  Trust in the LORD with all 
your heart; do not depend on your own understand-
ing. 6  Seek his will in all you do, and he will show 
you which path to take.  In the 
present days of challenge, we 
as Christians have a choice 
to make.  We can choose 
TRUST or Panic.  I would 
like for you to strongly consider choosing TRUST!!!                  
Proverbs 3:5-6 is not a suggestion for Christians but 
a command.  We are commanded to trust in the Lord 
with all of our hearts.  This is a solid and unshakable 
trust in every circumstance.  It is also a command 
that we are not to depend on our own understanding.  
Our own understandings lead many of us into fear 
and therefore into panic.  
Then verse 6 gives us the assurance that as we seek 
His will in everything, He will show us the right way 
to go.  This is God’s promise to us, but since we live 
in a covenant relationship with the Lord, we have our 
part to do.  Our part is to TRUST in the Lord with all 
of our heart.  This is not easy to do!  It will take our 
best focus.  Our best will power.  And the best of our 
love and obedience.  
Failure to rise to the challenge can be devastating, 
but in this article, I wish to give you a different             
perspective on failure.  In my younger days, I used 
to play the guitar a lot.  In the beginning, I remember 
that my fingers would get very sore.  Occasionally, 
they would even bleed.  Now I could have made the 
choice to stop playing, but I looked forward to being 
able to play songs that I liked.  So I pressed on and 
continued to play.  As I continued to press on, cal-
louses began to build up on fingers making it easier 
to play.  In fact, I found that the callouses became 
necessary if I wanted to continue.  I looked at the 
pain and the bleeding as set backs, but if it wasn’t 
for those set backs, I would not have been able to 

            (continued on next page)
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Lord does not want us to panic and to be afraid.  He desires us to Trust in Him with all of our heart.  If we 
build our trust and faith in Him, He will lead us to a mature life that will bring Him much honor and glory.  
A life that makes us into an effective and useful tool in His hands so that we will be big contributors to 
His Kingdom’s work.  
Yes, we may be seeing some big changes in how we do many things, maybe even changes in how we do 
church, but Jesus will show us the right path to take.  As church leaders, we will do our very best to keep 
you informed and to lead you in the best paths that we believe the Lord is leading us in.  Communication 
will be very important, and I confess to you that we are not very good at communicating.  Our commit-
ment to you and to Jesus Christ is that we will do our very best to change and get better.  Please help us 
by being a person deeply invested in prayer, love, grace, and humble service.  Together, we will strive to 
bring Jesus all of the honor and glory that He so richly deserves in and through us.  God bless you all and 
please choose TRUST!!!  

   *  *  *  *  *

VIF Church 2020 Goal 
$2000

Giving to Date $1037.20
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Power of Prayer

In the 14th Chapter of John’s Gospel, Jesus reveals to us the true power of prayer.   

John 14:12-15 (ESV) 
12 “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that I do; and greater works than these 
will he do, because I am going to the Father. 13 Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be 
glorified in the Son. 14 If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it. 

These verses are truly, truly startling.  Here, Jesus is telling his disciples, that the works that Jesus has done, they 
(his disciples) also will do greater works!?  How can this be?  How can they, or we, or I, do greater works than 
Jesus?  Yet Jesus, just so that he makes sure that we indeed have heard him correctly, repeats himself and says, “If 
you ask me anything in my name, I will do it.”

Now, much error has come forth due to the improper interpretation of these verses.  But the clear and simple claim 
of these verses still remain.  That if we ask anything in Jesus’ name, he will do it.  And that by this power to ask 
anything, we will do greater works than Jesus.  That is the amazing POWER given to us in prayer. 

So, let us pray and ask Jesus “Why is prayer so powerful?” and he will … but he already did answer!  In verse 13, 
Jesus tells us that he will do what we ask, “so that the Father may be glorified in the Son.”  Jesus answers all our 
prayers because this glorifies God.  Jesus’ life was consumed by this one passion, to make the glory of God known 
through the Son Jesus Christ.  The power of prayer is anchored upon the desire of Jesus to glorify God.   And that 
is why prayer never fails, because Jesus ever lives to glorify God!

But there is one caveat to all of this.  In verse 12, Jesus tells us that “whoever believes in me will also do the works 
that I do.”  This power of prayer is only for those who believe in Jesus Christ.  God does not answer the prayers of 
the unrighteous, but the “effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much.” [James 5:16]  

Friends, if you would like to have this power in your life, let me invite you to pray.  Pray always.  Pray without 
ceasing.  Pray believing that you will receive it, and you will. [Mt. 21:22]  Pray, because it glorifies God.  And if 
you are not a believer in Jesus Christ, why would you not desire this power?  Pray that God will forgive you of 
your sins, and he will do it!  Because this glorifies God.  

As you continue this week in praying for your “One”, know that your prayer has power!  And that Jesus, who hears 
what you ask, will do it, “that the Father may be glorified in the Son.”  



Announcements

Church Cleaning Schedule

Week of March 19 - 21
Team 4

Wendy I, Lynette K, Jennifer B, 
Jennifer R*, Paul R

Week of  March 26- 28
Team 5

Carol Sn, Makanani C, Margie B, 
Josie Y*

Week of  April  2 - 4
Team 6

Hubert I*, and the many hands 
that make light work

Week of  April  9 - 11
Team 1

Yeiko E, Elaine Y, Teri C,
Cathy D, Kenneth K, Lucille K*

*Key Monitor
Sign-up on the back table 

to be a part of this
ministry. 

         Childcare Ministry Schedule

 Today March 15  Team 5: Carol S,  Drezen F,  Davin G, 
       Jadelyn V, Shya F

            March 22  Team 1: Karen F,  Alysha F,  Melanie F

            March 29  Team 2: Wendy C, Rihanna V,  Riley S,  
                                             Daisy A
             April 5     Team 3: Francis C,  Char C,  Wayne S  
     

 April 12   Team 4: Joanne R,  Jezra S,  Kayla R,
                   Kaitlyn RSupport BCCM by attending the event  

THIS SATURDAY MARCH 21,2020 .  
CATERED LUNCH, BALLOON ANIMALS 

AND FACE PAINTING.
Tickets are $20 for Adults and $10 for children.  You may 
purchase at www.bccmaui.com or BCCMʻs facebook or 
checks made to Kahului Baptist with memo BCCM Spam 
Jamz. 
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MISSION NEWS

NAMB Missionary Spotlight:
Las Vegas, N.V. 

2,204,079 people live
 in metro Las Vegas

86.7% of the population 
is estimated as lost

1 SBC church for every 
20,599 Las Vegas 

residents

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer

https://www.imb.org/pray/

* Khmer of Cambodia
(kuh-MER) - Yeay Reath* is the 90-year-old grandmother of a young Khmer woman who is a follower of Jesus. 
She seems rather open to listen when her granddaughter shares the gospel with her. A mature believer asked to visit 
with them to seek an opportunity to witness again so that Yeay might come to faith and receive salvation. Yeay 
listened but then showed a bit of polite resistance, saying that she already had all that she needed. Please pray for 
Yeay, asking that her heart will soften and be convicted of the need of a Savior, and pray that she will have the joy 
of knowing the Lord now and forever in eternity. (*name changed)
* Sorani and Behdini Kurds of Central Asia
(so-RAHN-ee, bah-DEEN-ee) - Kevin* has been growing in his faith and meeting with local believers. He has 
been challenged to share his faith. He kept talking bolding about the gospel in his family’s market that he was help-
ing to run. His family became angry that he was talking about Jesus, and when he refused to stop sharing, his own 
family fired him! Pray that God will provide a new job for Kevin, the breadwinner for his wife and son. Pray that 
he will continue to share the Good News boldly! (*name changed)
* People of North Japan
It has been nine years since the March 11, 2011 Great Northeastern Japan Disaster. For the most part the temporary 
housing compounds have been emptied out and are being dismantled. Homes, stores, hospitals, schools, roads, etc. 
have been rebuilt. Yet, people are still hungry for connection. Every month in nine to ten places we hold commu-
nity events. We make a small craft, have tea and give a short Bible message. During the past year we have seen all 
of these groups become willing to open and read the Bible. In the past we would hand out Bible verses on slips of 
paper, now, people are handling the Book. Most of the people are older. It is hard to get them to engage their minds 
and hearts as they read. Please pray for an openness to the gospel message, the realization that the God they read 
about is calling them to Himself, and that they would respond to His call.
* People of Southwest Rwanda
“Our small Christian nursery school is a witness to the children and their families. Pray for Kay’s* family. The 
mother and two daughters are receptive, but the father would reject them if they became Christians.” “I pray that 
the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the 
riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That 
power is the same as the mighty strength he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right 
hand in the heavenly realms” (Ephesians 1:18-20 NIV). (*name changed)
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“The latest statistics show 92% of Las Vegas residents have no relationship with Jesus or an evangelical church.  
Pray for church planting leaders and team members to be raised up in this city in order to meet this great need.  
Pray fo established churches to join in Godʻs activity in Las Vegas by praying, giving financially and sending labor-
ers into the harvest.” - Jordan Caro, Las Vegas Send City Missionary



Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar

        March 2020
     15  9:00 am - Worship Service
           10:30 am - Sunday School
     6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study Cancelled
     16  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
     18  6:30 pm - Youth Night 
     21  8:00 am - GriefShare Support Group 
     22  9:00 am - Worship Service
            10:30 am - Sunday School
     6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study    
     23    6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
     25  6:30 pm - Youth Night
     26     Kuhio Day Holiday- Office Closed
     28  8:00 am - GriefShare Support Group
  9:00 am -  Womens Ministry Event 
     29  9:00 am - Worship Service
      - Ordinance of Lordʻs Supper

            10:30 am - Sunday School
            12:00 pm - Sunday School Workers Meeting
     6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study    
     30  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

April 2020
     1  6:30 pm - Youth Night 
     4  8:00 am - GriefShare Support Group
     5  9:00 am - Worship Service                                 
            10:30 am - Sunday School
              6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study    
      6      6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
      8   6:30 pm - Youth Night 

     12  9:00 am - Easter Worship Service
            10:30 am - Sunday School
     6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study    
      13  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

Valley Isle Fellowship
Mailing Address: 251 Pualalea Circle,  Wailuku, HI 96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SERVICE

Worship Service - 9:00 am

Sunday School - 10:30 am

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808)419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com

SUNDAY EVENING SERVICE
Worship/Study 6:00 pm
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Livestream Valley Isle Fellowship

Would you like be a member of Valley Isle Fellowship?    
Call the office at 244-0865 to get a membership packet of reading materials, then schedule a membership class.

Church Office Hours
Office Hours are from 7am-12 noon.  Please feel free to call for an appointment after hours or leave a message.

PRAYER MEETING 
MONDAY EVE.

6:30 PM


