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Whatʻs In Your Future?Whatʻs In Your Future?
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

that I will be safe and comforted in His hands.  For instance, that I will be safe and comforted in His hands.  For instance, 
I am getting very excited over the possibility that we may I am getting very excited over the possibility that we may 
be getting very close to the end of this COVID debacle and be getting very close to the end of this COVID debacle and 
all of its restrictions.  I am looking forward to maybe having all of its restrictions.  I am looking forward to maybe having 
all of the restrictions on churches and public gatherings all of the restrictions on churches and public gatherings 
removed by summer or maybe the end of summer.  However, removed by summer or maybe the end of summer.  However, 
I also know that great disappointment may lie ahead of me I also know that great disappointment may lie ahead of me 
because of some who say that a 4th wave of COVID is on because of some who say that a 4th wave of COVID is on 
the horizon.  Others are saying that new variant strains are the horizon.  Others are saying that new variant strains are 
spreading and they do not know how effective the current spreading and they do not know how effective the current 
vaccines are to combat those strains.  However, I know that vaccines are to combat those strains.  However, I know that 
God holds my future.  So, if the worst is still ahead, I know God holds my future.  So, if the worst is still ahead, I know 
that by trusting in Him and loving and obeying Him with no that by trusting in Him and loving and obeying Him with no 
matter what may or may not happen, He is looking out for matter what may or may not happen, He is looking out for 
me!!!  He will care for me and guide me through whatever me!!!  He will care for me and guide me through whatever 
may be before me.  may be before me.  
You know, God is so good and powerful that if one night You know, God is so good and powerful that if one night 
you were to be surprised by the devil showing up to face you were to be surprised by the devil showing up to face 
you face to face, do you know that you face to face, do you know that 
you don’t have to fear him?  As you don’t have to fear him?  As 
long as Jesus is living powerfully long as Jesus is living powerfully 
in you, the devil will be powerless in you, the devil will be powerless 
to defeat you.  to defeat you.  1 John 4:4 (NLT)1 John 4:4 (NLT)  
44 But you belong to God, my dear  But you belong to God, my dear 
children. You have already won a victory over those people, children. You have already won a victory over those people, 
because the Spirit who lives in you is greater than the spirit because the Spirit who lives in you is greater than the spirit 
who lives in the world.  who lives in the world.  Isn’t it great to know that God’s Isn’t it great to know that God’s 
Spirit within us is greater than the devil?  This is why it is Spirit within us is greater than the devil?  This is why it is 
so important to concentrate on growing in your love for the so important to concentrate on growing in your love for the 
Lord and to lovingly obey Him in everything.  His love and Lord and to lovingly obey Him in everything.  His love and 
grace with cover and protect us from all of the evil and the grace with cover and protect us from all of the evil and the 

The thought of “What lies in our future?” solicits several The thought of “What lies in our future?” solicits several 
different emotions.  Some are excited because they are different emotions.  Some are excited because they are 
anticipating something that promises to bring much joy, like anticipating something that promises to bring much joy, like 

an upcoming vacation.  Some are an upcoming vacation.  Some are 
fearful because they are anticipating fearful because they are anticipating 
something that cannot give them any something that cannot give them any 
promise of a good or bad judgment.  promise of a good or bad judgment.  
Therefore, they are fearful of a bad Therefore, they are fearful of a bad 

judgment.  Others are ambivalent because they don’t know judgment.  Others are ambivalent because they don’t know 
and in some cases they don’t care what the results will be.  and in some cases they don’t care what the results will be.  
So, my question to you would be, “How do you feel about So, my question to you would be, “How do you feel about 
your future?”your future?”
My proposal to you is that your attitude is critically important My proposal to you is that your attitude is critically important 
as you deal with the prospects of what the future may hold.  as you deal with the prospects of what the future may hold.  
Your confidence and trust in the Lord is so critical as to your Your confidence and trust in the Lord is so critical as to your 
futures and whatever they may hold.  There is a saying that futures and whatever they may hold.  There is a saying that 
says, “I may not know what the future holds, but I know says, “I may not know what the future holds, but I know 
who holds the future!”  For me, who holds the future!”  For me, 
it is so important to know that it is so important to know that 
God is in control of my future.  God is in control of my future.  
I know that He loves and cares I know that He loves and cares 
for me, so I know that I am for me, so I know that I am 
totally safe in His hands.totally safe in His hands.
During this unprecedented During this unprecedented 
year of COVID fears and restrictions, it was easier, but not year of COVID fears and restrictions, it was easier, but not 
easy, to know that God was and is in control and that He has easy, to know that God was and is in control and that He has 
always been looking out for my welfare.  Like all of you, always been looking out for my welfare.  Like all of you, 
this has been a very difficult year.  “Loss” seems to have this has been a very difficult year.  “Loss” seems to have 
been the theme of all that we have gone through.  Loss of been the theme of all that we have gone through.  Loss of 
many freedoms, like the freedom to gather, the freedom to many freedoms, like the freedom to gather, the freedom to 
travel, the freedom to hug and shake people’s hands, and travel, the freedom to hug and shake people’s hands, and 
the freedom not only to gather to worship but to freely and the freedom not only to gather to worship but to freely and 
openly fellowship with each other.  Many, many losses, openly fellowship with each other.  Many, many losses, 
but maybe the most painful has been the loss of family but maybe the most painful has been the loss of family 
and friends.  During this past year, I have lost a Nephew, and friends.  During this past year, I have lost a Nephew, 
an Aunty and Uncle, and a Cousin.  Several friends and an Aunty and Uncle, and a Cousin.  Several friends and 
acquaintances have also been lost.  The pain of losing these acquaintances have also been lost.  The pain of losing these 
people has been deepened by all of the restrictions in having people has been deepened by all of the restrictions in having 
funeral and memorial services.  Knowing that God holds funeral and memorial services.  Knowing that God holds 
my future and that He loves me deeply is so comforting.my future and that He loves me deeply is so comforting.
It is also so comforting in knowing that even if I have to face It is also so comforting in knowing that even if I have to face 
disappointments and even if I have to face evil itself, I know disappointments and even if I have to face evil itself, I know 

(continued on next page)



The Future Is Upon UsThe Future Is Upon Us
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

uncertainties of this life.  He will never leave us or forsake us.  In fact, His love and grace for uncertainties of this life.  He will never leave us or forsake us.  In fact, His love and grace for 
us continues to grow as we mature in our faith and practice.  us continues to grow as we mature in our faith and practice.  
In this messed up world, don’t give up!  Hold on to Jesus because He is holding on to you!  So In this messed up world, don’t give up!  Hold on to Jesus because He is holding on to you!  So 
even though you don’t know what the future holds, you know who holds your future!!!even though you don’t know what the future holds, you know who holds your future!!!
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Childcare/Sunday Childcare/Sunday 
School School 

during our 10:30 service 

Age 3-5 years
Overflow Lanai

1st grade-5th grade 
Fellowship Lanai

Contact 
Steffen(264-0397) or 

Josie (264-8142)

Monday nightsMonday nights 
6:30 p.m.6:30 p.m.

For log-in information 
contact 

Pastor Stephen 
(808)419-8100

Sunday, March 21, 2021

VIF Visioning SessionVIF Visioning Session
1 - 3 pm

Be a part of dreaming the dreamBe a part of dreaming the dream
for the future of VIF!for the future of VIF!

VIF safety protocols VIF safety protocols 
will be followed.will be followed.

Sign-up in the back orSign-up in the back or
call call (244-0865)(244-0865) or  or 

e-mail the church office e-mail the church office 
(vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com) (vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com) 

to reserve your seat for to reserve your seat for 
in-person participation or in-person participation or 

to sign-up for virtual participation.to sign-up for virtual participation.

Menʻs Prayer 
Night

every Sunday 
in March

@ 6:00 p.m.

A time to 
join together 

for prayer 
focused on 

Advancing the Gospel 
as a church

Saturday, March 27Saturday, March 27
8 am - 12 noon8 am - 12 noon

Bring your metal rakes



2021 Annie Armstrong Easter Offering
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North America is a mission field of complex cultures and 
diverse religious practices. Missionaries here face challenges 
from secularism to language barriers to a historic health 
crisis. Yet, in spite of the obstacles, Godʻs mission always 
moves forward. Your partnership helps make it possible.

In partnership with you, the North American Mission Board 
(NAMB) is able to send your missionaries to the United States, 
Canada, and the U.S. territories of Puerto Rico, Virgin Islands, 
Guam, and American Samoa.

*  *  *  *  *  *  **  *  *  *  *  *  *

March 7 - 14, 2021

Week of Prayer for North American Missions

*  *  *  *  *  *  **  *  *  *  *  *  *
2021 Goal for Hawai Pacific Baptists $121,000

2021 Goal for VIF $1,500
VIF Giving-to-date:  $125.00

Steadfast On Mission  
Kevin Ezell, NAMB President 
Being a missionary is never easy. Whenever Christians answer the call to go to the mission field, they 
expect to encounter challenges, but no one could have planned for a global pandemic that would bring 
the world grinding to a halt. 

Even so, I’m grateful to say that Southern Baptist missionaries have continued to see the mission move 
forward. By the grace and power of God, they did not stop when the pandemic restrictions went into 
place. 

They changed course, innovated and discovered ways to continue sharing the gospel and making dis-
ciples. When needs in local communities arose, these missionaries stepped up to bring material help 
and eternal hope. 

As these missionaries continue to reach North America for Christ, we pray that the coronavirus pandemic 
has opened doors for ministry that may have never opened without such a major crisis. 

Our missionaries have displayed courage and vision to persist and even thrive in the midst of great chal-
lenges. 

PRAY 
That times of crisis have opened new doors to the gospel. 
That they, and we, would not grow weary in sharing the gospel. 
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MISSION NEWS
North American Missions Board  (NAMB) Missionary Spotlight

International Mission Board
Pray

https://www.imb.org/prayer-list/?searchtype=all

•Yawo of Northern Mozambique (YAH-oo) - In January, you were asked to pray for healing for the 6-year-old daughter of a 
family who has been on medical leave. Her family has not been able to return to the field to serve among the Yawo of Mozambique 
for six months due to her sickness. Please continue to pray for her complete healing. Pray that the believers among the Yawo will 
continue in steadfast love and unity in Christ and that God will continue the good work He has begun in them--all for His glory.

•Tokyo, Japan (TOH-kyoh) - What do you do as a new missionary in Tokyo during your 14-day coronavirus quarantine? 
Japan allows you to go to the grocery store or drugstore and just walk around outside if you have already tested negative 
before landing in Japan and after being tested at the airport. This new couple began to walk around their neighborhood, 
praying for those in their apartment building and those around them. They asked God to lead them to Japanese with whom 
they could connect. When they went in search of some cleaning products at their local drugstore, they met a clerk who wanted 
to try out her English conversation skills. By the third visit, they had learned her name, that she lived “a long way by train,” 
and that she’d worked in this particular drugstore for about 15 years! Wow, and that was just in the first 14 days of being in 
Tokyo! Pray that these new missionaries can form a friendship that will include her going with them to an international church 
when in-person worship begins again. Pray that Joanna* will have an interest in attending an English Bible class and visiting 
with them at their home. (*name changed)

•Malong of the Philippines (mah-LONG) - Seeing a picture of hands lifted up in prayer and worship is not uncommon--except 
when those hands belong to women from the Malong people! Two faithful young women have been visiting a community 
and sharing with the women who typically are cut off from hearing gospel messages. God has used their obedience to bring 
women in this community to faith. Pray for more women to respond to the study of the Word, and ask for groups to form 
among those who are now living a transformed life. Also pray that more will respond to the call to go and live among the 
Malong people so they can have the opportunity to hear the message.

•Lusaka, Zambia (loo-SAH-kah) - During this time of the year, the rains fall heavily to water the land in Zambia. 
Pray that the churches, like the rain, will refresh the souls of this city and that people will turn to the Lord for their 
strength and salvation..

“It is imperative that churches see and act on the gospel opportunities that emerge out of the rapid demographic and economic 
shifts that are occurring in the Bay Area. Pray that will happen. Also, pray for the churches and plants that have begun to 
organize around a strategy of multiplication. Finally, pray for a great movement of church replanting in the Bay Area and 
Northern California.” -Richard Johnstone, San Francisco Se nd City Missionary

San Francisco, CA
7,753,023 
people live

in metro San Francisco

87.4%
of the population 

is estimated as lost

1 SBC church for every
16,854

San Francisco residents
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52 Sundays
Celebrating the global impact our church is making through                                                     

Cooperative Program supported missions
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Let’s go to western Canada today so we can pray for two of our Southern Baptist missionaries. 
They are James and Jen Cho. Our church supports them through our Cooperative Program 
giving.

James and Jen are serving in Calgary, which is a striking city of skyscrapers standing above 
the plains. The Rocky Mountains march across the horizon. It’s a modern city of more than a 
million people — Canada’s third largest. Yet culturally many people here people hang on to 
the idea of cowboys and western culture. The Calgary Stampede, the world’s biggest rodeo, 
is held here. But, like most of Canada, few here follow Christ. Calgary is a mission field. 
James and Jen are in northwestern Calgary, where they have planted The Vine Church.

Both James and Jen are Korean background, so they understand what it’s like to move to a 
new nation as so many have done in Canada.

Our missionaries have been able to share the gospel with many immigrants and bring them 
into the church. Growth prospects for The Vine Church look good.

Let’s ask God’s blessings on James and Jen, so they can help many come to Christ.



Valley Isle Fellowship CalendarValley Isle Fellowship Calendar

  
7-14   Annie Armstrong Easter Offering Week of Prayer
 14    9:00 am   1st Worship Service
        10:30 am   2nd Worship Service
               Childcare/Sunday School
        12:30 pm   Trustees Meeting - online
          5:00 pm   Reservations open
 15     6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online
 17     5:00 pm   Reservations close  
          6:30 pm   Youth Bible Study - online
 20     8:00 am GriefShare Support Group
 21     9:00 am   1st Worship Service
        10:30 am   2nd Worship Service
               Childcare/Sunday School
           1-3 pm    VIF Visioning Session
          5:00 pm   Reservations open
 22     6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online
 24     5:00 pm   Reservations close  
          6:30 pm   Youth Bible Study - online

 26 Prince Kuhio Day - office closed
 27     8:00 am  GriefShare Support Group
          8:00 am   Church Work Day
          5:00 pm   Waiale Elua Blessing Event
 28      9:00 am   1st Worship Service
        10:30 am   2nd Worship Service
               Childcare/Sunday School
          5:00 pm   Reservations open
 29     6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online
 31     5:00 pm   Reservations close  
          6:30 pm   Youth Bible Study - online

   2    Good Friday - office closed
        6:00 pm   Good Friday Service 
   4   7:00 am   Easter Sunrise Service
        9:00 am   1st Worship Service
      10:30 am   2nd Worship Service
                        Childcare/Sunday School
        5:00 pm   Reservations open
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Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808) 419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com

Livestream:  Valley Isle Fellowship

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

@VIFMaui

Valley Isle Fellowship
251 Pualalea Circle , Wailuku, HI  96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  fax: (808) 249-0235 - vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING SERVICES

1st Worship Service - 9:00 am
2nd Worship Service - 10:30 am

    Childcare/Sunday School for
infants to grade 5 

following 2nd service worship/praise time

 March 2021 March 2021

 April 2021 April 2021



Shifting Our Hearts and Minds

But now we have been released from the law, for we died to it and are no longer captive 
to its power. Now we can serve God, not in the old way of obeying the letter of the law, 

but in the new way of living in the Spirit. Romans 7:6 (NLT)

I. Give _______.

 A. The law _____________ and ____________ sin. – Romans 7:7

 B. The law ______________ and seems to ______________ sin. – 

      Romans 7:8-11

 C. But the law is _________ , __________, and _________. – Romans 7:12-13

 D. Dying to the Law and sin is a ___________. – Romans 7:4

II. Give _______ .

 A. 1st Give up trying to _________the law.

 B. Rather, Give in to ___________ , _____________, and 

      then ____________ Jesus.

 C. Focus in on bringing __________ and ________ to Jesus.

 D. Dying to the power of the law means living in a  _______  _______ – 

      Romans 7:6 

III. Give _________ .

 A. Living in the ___________ means that you will give away.

 B. Your ___________ . – Proverbs 29:18 

 C. Even your _________ and ________________ . - Mark 8:36 / Mark 8:34-38 
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