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God s̒ Love Is IndescribableGod s̒ Love Is Indescribable
by Steffen Yamadaby Steffen Yamada

And our God is faithful. He has promised to supply all And our God is faithful. He has promised to supply all 
that we need according to His riches in glory. In this that we need according to His riches in glory. In this 
season of the life of VIF, our Lord has supplied us with season of the life of VIF, our Lord has supplied us with 
a Transitional Pastor. We will be welcoming a Transitional Pastor. We will be welcoming Pastor Pastor 
Kenneth Priest and his wife DebbiKenneth Priest and his wife Debbi into our VIF Ohana  into our VIF Ohana 
on April 1. They will be arriving on March 29, and on April 1. They will be arriving on March 29, and 
will be settling into their cottage until the April 1 start will be settling into their cottage until the April 1 start 
date. They will be getting to know the congregation date. They will be getting to know the congregation 
and MInistry Leaders before assuming the pulpit after and MInistry Leaders before assuming the pulpit after 
our Easter celebration. So, let’s all put on our aloha and our Easter celebration. So, let’s all put on our aloha and 
welcome them warmly upon their arrival. welcome them warmly upon their arrival. 
Just a reminder that we will be discontinuing our Just a reminder that we will be discontinuing our 
reservations protocol for the March 27 service. So, the reservations protocol for the March 27 service. So, the 
March 20 service will be the last reservation we all March 20 service will be the last reservation we all 
have to make. Please be clear that the mask mandate have to make. Please be clear that the mask mandate 
has has not been lifted yet for indoorsnot been lifted yet for indoors (not until 11:59 pm  (not until 11:59 pm 
March 25th), so we ask that you all be mindful of that. March 25th), so we ask that you all be mindful of that. 
We pray that as mandates are lifted and protocols are We pray that as mandates are lifted and protocols are 
dropped we can all soon see the smiling, joyful faces of dropped we can all soon see the smiling, joyful faces of 
our friends and loved ones that we’ve missed so dearly.   our friends and loved ones that we’ve missed so dearly.   
And let us not stop praying for our church, our And let us not stop praying for our church, our 
community, our ministry leaders, our Pastor Search community, our ministry leaders, our Pastor Search 
Committee, the ones who need healing, our leadership, Committee, the ones who need healing, our leadership, 
our Transitional Pastor and give Jesus all the glory for our Transitional Pastor and give Jesus all the glory for 
the provisions and the path He is about to reveal to us. the provisions and the path He is about to reveal to us. 
And you are all welcome to join us Monday nights at And you are all welcome to join us Monday nights at 
6:30 pm for our Monday Night Prayer Meetings.  In 6:30 pm for our Monday Night Prayer Meetings.  In 
Colossians 4:2Colossians 4:2 Paul writes,  Paul writes, ”Devote yourselves to ”Devote yourselves to 
prayer, Being watchful and thankful.”prayer, Being watchful and thankful.” I love you all,  I love you all, 
in Jesusʻ name. AMEN!in Jesusʻ name. AMEN!

Friends and Families of VIF,Friends and Families of VIF,

Each day I am amazed at the new things that God puts Each day I am amazed at the new things that God puts 
before me about His love, His mercy, before me about His love, His mercy, 
His Grace and His power! He is an His Grace and His power! He is an 
indescribable God with abilities that indescribable God with abilities that 
our words sometimes cannot define. our words sometimes cannot define. 
Imagine all the prayers that are lifted up Imagine all the prayers that are lifted up 
to Him each day! With wars, famines, to Him each day! With wars, famines, 
diseases, needs for provision, stress diseases, needs for provision, stress 
and anxiety, the list is endless. Yet He tells us not to and anxiety, the list is endless. Yet He tells us not to 
worry, He is in control. He tells us in worry, He is in control. He tells us in Jeremiah 29:11Jeremiah 29:11  

“For I know the plans I have for “For I know the plans I have for 
you,” declares the Lord, “plans you,” declares the Lord, “plans 
to prosper you and not to harm to prosper you and not to harm 
you, plans to give you a hope you, plans to give you a hope 
and a future.” and a future.” 
Imagine if you could, the Imagine if you could, the 
sovereignty of this God we serve, sovereignty of this God we serve, 
to know and care for each and to know and care for each and 

every one of us in such a special way, that He can know every one of us in such a special way, that He can know 
each and every one of our hearts, prayers, concerns each and every one of our hearts, prayers, concerns 
and of course our praises and thanksgivings. and of course our praises and thanksgivings. Luke Luke 
12:712:7 tells us,  tells us, “And even the hairs on your head are “And even the hairs on your head are 
numbered.”numbered.”    
We all pray, as Paul did for the church in Ephesus, We all pray, as Paul did for the church in Ephesus, 
“For this reason I kneel before the Father, from “For this reason I kneel before the Father, from 
whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its 
name. I pray that out of His glorious riches he may name. I pray that out of His glorious riches he may 
strengthen you with power through His Spirit in your strengthen you with power through His Spirit in your 
inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts 
through faith. And I through faith. And I 
pray that you, being pray that you, being 
rooted and established rooted and established 
in love, may have in love, may have 
power, together with power, together with 
all the Lord’s people all the Lord’s people 
to grasp how long and to grasp how long and 
how high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know how high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know 
that this surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled that this surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled 
to the measure of all the fullness of God.” to the measure of all the fullness of God.” Ephesians Ephesians 
3:14-21. 3:14-21. 



Our Guest PreacherOur Guest Preacher
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Dean IshiharaDean Ishihara moved to Maui in 1986 from Gardena, CA where he worked as an  moved to Maui in 1986 from Gardena, CA where he worked as an 
electronic technician.  He was born at Tripler Army Hospital in Honolulu to a career electronic technician.  He was born at Tripler Army Hospital in Honolulu to a career 
NCO US Air Force father, Mitsuo, from Waipahu and mother, Etsuko, from Hokkaido, NCO US Air Force father, Mitsuo, from Waipahu and mother, Etsuko, from Hokkaido, 
Japan and is married to Vassilia, a Maui original, for 36 years with one son, Matt.  Matt, Japan and is married to Vassilia, a Maui original, for 36 years with one son, Matt.  Matt, 
who practices law in Seattle, WA and pharmacist daughter-in-law, Ally, just celebrated who practices law in Seattle, WA and pharmacist daughter-in-law, Ally, just celebrated 
their first wedding anniversary.  Dean oversees the Drug Court program in the 2nd Circuit their first wedding anniversary.  Dean oversees the Drug Court program in the 2nd Circuit 
Court.  Court.  
Jesus saved him in 1975.  He was part of a church plant with Pastor Jayson Saito when Jesus saved him in 1975.  He was part of a church plant with Pastor Jayson Saito when 
the church held worship services from 2000-2004 and then transitioned to Kahului Union the church held worship services from 2000-2004 and then transitioned to Kahului Union 

where he has taught Adult Education for 17 years and currently serves as one of two lay elders. where he has taught Adult Education for 17 years and currently serves as one of two lay elders. 
Dean enjoys studying things of the Bible evidenced by a few hundred commentaries and Christian books in his Dean enjoys studying things of the Bible evidenced by a few hundred commentaries and Christian books in his 
home. home. 
One of his favorite verses:One of his favorite verses:

I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, 
but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith 

in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.
Galatians 2:20 ESVGalatians 2:20 ESV

“Now may the God who gives endurance and
 encouragement grant you to live in harmony 

with one another, according to Christ Jesus, 
so that you may glorify 

the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 
with one mind and one voice.”

Romans 15:5-6

*    *    *    *    *    *    *
Your gifts to the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering:

- Support more than 2,2002,200 missionaries and their families across North America
- NAMB and Southern Baptist came together to add 857 New Congregations857 New Congregations in 2020

- And since 2010, have planted more than 8,700 churches8,700 churches across North America

2022 National Offering Goal    $70 million
Hawaii Pacific Baptist Goal    $122,000

VIF Goal    $2,900
VIF giving-to-date:    $270.00

*   *   *   *   *



Pastor Search Committee
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  Jennifer Bagoyo Chair   Eugene Fontanilla
  Don Booth, Vice Chair             Wayland Kam, alternate
  Pam Edwards, Corresponding Secretary            Darin Olaso
  Grace Motonaga, Recording Secretary, alternate

PRAYER IS A PRIORITY

“But Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed” Luke 5:16 NIV

Please continue to pray daily for the Pastor Search Committee, Valley Isle Fellowship, and the current 
candidate we are meeting with to discover God’s leading. UPDATE: We have scheduled a 3rd 
conversation and are looking forward to understanding each other and how God is working 
seeking to go into any ministry partnership with “eyes wide open”.  In particular pray for GOD 
GLORIFIED, CLARITY OF VISION, and DEEPER UNDERSTANDING. In prayer: all of us praying in our 
closets AND together, He will hear us and our hearts will be soft to hear Him. And in this season of 
change, in seeking the Shepherd HE HAS ALREADY CHOSEN, we MUST hear His Voice. Prayer is OUR 
CONNECTION to the Sovereign Lord and the Spirit within us.

 “And when they had prayed, the place where they had gathered together was shaken, 
and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak the word of God with boldness.” 

Acts 4:31 ESV

Pray that VIF will place a high priority on the Word of God, 
the glory of Christ, and a love for His church.

For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, 
piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, 

and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 
Hebrews 4:12

But God demonstrates His own love toward us, 
in that while we were yet sinners, 

Christ died for us. 
Romans 5:8

And the congregation of those who believed were of one heart and soul; 
and not one of them claimed that anything belonging to him was his own, 

but all things were common property to them. 
Acts 4:32



UpcomingUpcoming
Pulpit CalendarPulpit Calendar

  Today          Dean Ishihara,
                 elder @ Kahului Union

    3/20           Pastor Derick Jacinto,
  TTWN

   3/27             Pastor Derick Jacinto,
  TTWN

YOUTH BIBLE STUDYYOUTH BIBLE STUDY
Grades 6 -12Grades 6 -12

Wednesdays @ 7 p.m.Wednesdays @ 7 p.m.
in-personin-person

For more information contact
Wesley Kiaha 
(808) 281-4231

Cleaning Schedule

      3/17-19        Yamamura/Paz

      3/24-26        Bagoyo

      3/31-4/2      Sakai

Want to help out? 
Contact Ken Sakai  
(808)280--5156     

or 
the Church Office  
(808)244-0865

Childcare and Childcare and 
Sunday SchoolSunday School

During 2nd Service:During 2nd Service:
Infants - 2 years           Infants - 2 years           
Childcare Room         Childcare Room         

3 - 5 years3 - 5 years
Overflow LanaiOverflow Lanai

  1st - 5th grade1st - 5th grade
Fellowship LanaiFellowship Lanai

For more information contactFor more information contact
Steffen Yamada Steffen Yamada 
(808)264-0397(808)264-0397

Weekly Prayer 
Meeting

Monday nights 6:30 pm
Contact the Church Office

or Steffen Yamada 
(808)264-0397

for log-in information

Announcements
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MISSION NEWS
North American Missions Board  (NAMB) Missionary Spotlight

International Mission Board
Pray

https://www.imb.org/prayer-list/?searchtype=all

•Tajiks of Tajikistan (TAH-jeeks) - In Tajikistan, bread has a significant meaning in everyday life. Every 
meal must have bread with it. Bread is never to be thrown in the trash, nor should it be left on the ground. A 
man who is broke is said to be “without bread.” If you walk into the kitchen and there is no bread, it implies 
that you don’t have any food at all. Many families struggle to afford their “daily bread,” so pray that the Father 
will provide for them. More importantly, pray that they will come to know the Bread of Life, the one who can 
provide real “bread” that will last forever.
•South Asians in the United Kingdom - A worker covets your intercession for a woman named Rita.* This 
South Asian friend was reading the Book of Luke, but she stopped reading it once she started working at a 
new job. She has reached out to the worker, asking for prayer for a broken marriage. Please pray that Rita’s 
heart will soften and that she’ll hunger for the Lord to help her through this difficult situation. Pray for her 
salvation. Also lift up the worker as she and others train a church in Central London to share the gospel, 
disciple new believers, plant churches, and develop leaders. Pray that the people they equip will be learners 
who immediately put into practice what they learn. Ask God to multiply His kingdom through them. (*name 
changed)
•Dakar, Senegal (dah-KAR) - “But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will 
worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him” (John 4:23 ESV). 
A worker and a local partner go to a village twice a week: On Tuesdays, they go visiting door to door, and 
every Saturday, they lead a small Bible study group. This group consists of one or two believers and a few 
seekers. Several people who used to attend the Bible study recently moved away from the area. Ask the Lord 
to draw more villagers to Himself, and pray that they will begin attending the Bible study faithfully. Pray that 
seekers will choose to follow Christ. May this group grow, mature, and become a church. The roads to the 
village are often dangerous, full of major potholes, donkey carts on the highways, cattle roaming across the 
road, broken-down vehicles that have been abandoned, transportation vans loading passengers while still on 
the roadway, and so on. Please pray for safety on the roads for this worker and local partner as they drive an 
hour each way.

“Please join us in praying the Holy Spirit would bring revival to San Diego, Americaʻs Finest City. Pray our church 
planting missionaries will boldly proclaim the good news of Jesus and that people who are far from Him will be 
transformed through His power. Pray the people of Jesusʻ church in our city will live out His grace and love by 
showing kindness, mercy, love and compassion to all people, especially the most vulnerable, such as families in 
distress, resettled immigarnts/refugees and others.” - Jeremy Aylett, San Diego Send City Missionary
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SAN DIEGO, CA

3,343,364
people live in 

metro San Diego

86.2%
of the population 

is estimated as lost

1 SBC church 
for every
16,470

San Diego residents
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Itamar Elizalde says Puerto Rico is an island that just can’t catch a break. In the past seven Itamar Elizalde says Puerto Rico is an island that just can’t catch a break. In the past seven 
years, it’s faced an economic crisis, two major hurricanes, a political scandal, six weeks of non-years, it’s faced an economic crisis, two major hurricanes, a political scandal, six weeks of non-
stop earthquakes, and the COVID-19 pandemic. But God is using those great needs to open stop earthquakes, and the COVID-19 pandemic. But God is using those great needs to open 
doors for the Gospel.doors for the Gospel.

In her work as NAMB’s Send Relief ministry coordinator, Itamar mobilizes local churches and In her work as NAMB’s Send Relief ministry coordinator, Itamar mobilizes local churches and 
leads volunteer teams to repair homes and help people in crisis. She says, “The Lord has used leads volunteer teams to repair homes and help people in crisis. She says, “The Lord has used 
tragedy to awaken the hearts of many on the island.” And so as she mobilizes these teams, she tragedy to awaken the hearts of many on the island.” And so as she mobilizes these teams, she 
is able to connect and minister to local people in need of real, lasting hope.is able to connect and minister to local people in need of real, lasting hope.

THE COOPERATIVE PROGRAMTHE COOPERATIVE PROGRAM is the financial fuel for reaching every person for Jesus Christ  is the financial fuel for reaching every person for Jesus Christ 
in every town, every city, every state, and every nation. Your support through the Cooperative in every town, every city, every state, and every nation. Your support through the Cooperative 
Program and the Program and the Annie Armstrong Easter OfferingAnnie Armstrong Easter Offering allows missionaries to not only impact the  allows missionaries to not only impact the 
communities they serve, but also empower others to come alongside them in their mission.communities they serve, but also empower others to come alongside them in their mission.

PRAYPRAY for Itamar’s teams to share boldly as they meet physical needs, that hearts will be open  for Itamar’s teams to share boldly as they meet physical needs, that hearts will be open 
to the Gospel, and for more missionaries to join the work.to the Gospel, and for more missionaries to join the work.



Valley Isle Fellowship CalendarValley Isle Fellowship Calendar

March 6-13 Annie Armstrong Easter Offering 
  Week of Prayer 
13   9:00 am   1st Worship Service - Guest Preacher,   
     Dean Ishihara, KUC  
     10:30 am    2nd Worship Service - Guest Preacher,  
     Dean Ishihara, KUC  
      12-2 pm    NLICF - sanctuary
      1:00 pm    Pastor Search Committee Meeting
      5:00 pm    Reservations open
14  6:00 pm    Womenʻs Ministry “Everyday Theology”
      6:30 pm    Weekly Prayer Meeting 
16  5:00 pm    Reservations close
      7:00 pm    Youth Bible Study
19  8:00 am    GriefShare
20  9:00 am   1st Worship Service - Guest Preacher,   
     Pastor Derick Jacinto, TTWN  

     10:30 am    2nd Worship Service - Guest Preacher,  
     Pastor Derick Jacinto, TTWN  
      12-2 pm    NLICF - sanctuary
       1:00 pm    Pastor Search Committee Meeting
 21  6:30 pm   Weekly Prayer Meeting 
 23  7:00 pm   Youth Bible Study
 26  8:00 am    GriefShare
 27  9:00 am   1st Worship Service - Guest Preacher,   
     Pastor Derick Jacinto, TTWN  
     10:30 am    2nd Worship Service - Guest Preacher,  
     Pastor Derick Jacinto, TTWN  
       12-2 pm    NLICF - sanctuary
       1:00 pm    Pastor Search Committee Meeting
  28  6:30 pm    Weekly Prayer Meeting 
  29  Dr. Kenneth & Debbi Priest arrive
  30  7:00 pm   Youth Bible Study
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Livestream:  Valley Isle Fellowship
Link available @ www.vifmaui.com

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

Valley Isle Fellowship
251 Pualalea Circle, Wailuku, HI    96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  fax: (808) 249-0235 - vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING SERVICES

1st Worship Service - 9:00 am

2nd Worship Service - 10:30 am
Childcare/Sunday School 

for infants to grade 5 
following 2nd service 
worship/praise time

March 2022March 2022



Remember – The GospelRemember – The Gospel
Dean Ishihara, Guest PreacherDean Ishihara, Guest Preacher

I Corinthians 15:1-11

Introduction

A.     Remember – The Method (verses 1-2)

 The Gospel is:

 •       Preached (Romans 10:14-17)

  •       Received (Romans 10:8-10)

  •       Salvation is a Past, Present, and Future Reality

	 	   Justification (Romans 5:9)

	 	   Sanctification (I Peter 1:14-15)

	 	   Glorification (I John 3:2)

B.     Remember – The Message (verses 3-5a)

 The Gospel is:

 Of First Importance

  •       Death of Christ (Isaiah 53:3-5)

  •       Burial and Raised on the Third Day (Isaiah 53:6-12)

  •       He appeared

C. Remember – The Appearances (verses 5-11)

 The Gospel is not Good News without Jesus’ Resurrection (and Ascension)

  Acts 1:6-11

D.  Remember – We Need the Gospel Everyday

 1.     Pride

 2.     Loss of Hope

 3.     Temptation to Sin

 4.     Fear

 5.     Bring us to Praise God 
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