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I Commend and Applaud You, VIF!
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

Valley Isle Fellowship, and not from our denomina-
tion.  Your giving has allowed us to reach out and to 
minister in situations that take us outside of our local 
community.  
I would therefore like to give 
you a brief understanding of 
how our church’s finances 
work.  Valley Isle Fellowship receives no outside 
funds.  All the money to fund all that VIF does 
comes from you, the people of VIF.  The salaries and 
benefits that your staff receives comes from you.  The 
giving of the benevolent gifts that we have given out 
come from you.  You are giving to the Lord through 
VIF and we, as the leadership of VIF, pray that we 
are administrating over those funds in a manner that 
is pleasing to the Lord.  Our Constitution and By-
Laws gives our membership the right and respon-
sibility to vote on our yearly budget.  The pastor 
is then given the responsibility to administer over 
the budget and funds of the church.  This system 
gives us the flexibility to move and meet situations, 
especially benevolent situations, as they arise. 
Scripture tells us that as Christians, we are to give 
our tithes to the Lord.  The tithe is the giving of 
10% of our income to the Lord.  Anything over this 
10% are really considered offerings.  All of this is a 
matter of deep trust and faithfulness to the Lord.  It 
is not easy to give this tithe to the Lord.  This takes a 
lot of trust and faith in Him to provide for all of our 

Over the past few weeks, you have been encouraged 
to bring in donations for the Maui Food Bank and to 
give to our Benevolence Fund.  I want to commend 
you for your faithfulness and your generosity.  You 
probably noticed in last week’s newsletter that the 
Food Bank sent all of you a Thank You note for your 
generosity.  I also want to let you know that because 
of your generous giving to our Benevolence Fund, 
10 TSA Officers were identified and they were each 
given a check for $150 to help them to get back on 
their feet after having to go through the government 
shut down without any pay.  Both of these acts of 
love and obedience help to demonstrate the love of 
our Lord Jesus Christ to a lost a dying world.  Thank 
you for your love and generosity to the Lord.
I pray that Valley Isle Fellowship will continue to 
mature and to express the love of Christ to the world 
around us.  Last year, Valley Isle 
Fellowship reached out to help 
three churches to reach out to their 
communities as they were hit with 
devastation.  Lihue Baptist Church 
on Kauai was given $10,000 to 
reach out to those who were greatly impacted by the 
devastating floods that hit them.  Then, Puna Baptist 
Church on the Big Island, was also given $10,000 
to help with those who were devastated by the 
volcanic eruption and the lava flows.  Finally, 
Lahaina Baptist Church here on Maui, was given 
$10,000 to help deal with the devastating wild fires 
that swept through Lahaina.  
All of these acts of love and help were made 
possible because of your faithfulness in sacrificial 
giving.  We wish that we could have given more, but 
we are limited in giving by what you, the people of 
VIF are led to give by our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ.  These funds come only from you, the people 
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needs as we give Him that 10%.  For many of us, who faithfully give this tithe, we have relied on the Lord 
to adjust our spending habits so that we can live within our means and to meet all of our obligations.  This 
is not an easy discipline to live by, but because of our love and desire to please our Lord, this is a discipline 
that we faithfully commit ourselves to.
I want to end this article where I began it.  You, the people of Valley Isle Fellowship, 
are doing a great job and I want to thank you for that.  Can we do better?  Yes, we can, 
but I want to praise you for doing so well.  As we move forward, there continues to be 
challenges and callings that our Lord presents to us.  We will be able to respond to all 
of those commands of the Lord as we work together to build the resources that the Lord gives us through 
you.  Let’s all commit to loving our Lord supremely and to follow Him more nearly.  God bless you all as 
you love and serve Him.

     ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~     

“He has given us a new birth into a 
living hope through the resurrection 

of Jesus Christ from the dead.” 
1 Peter 1:3 CSB

VIF Giving to Date: 
$145.00

Contributions can be made on Pushpay
Just change the fund to Annie Armstrong

How Your Gifts Equip North American Missionaries
$5

Bus fare for travel in the local community
$25

Meal with an unreached person
$85

Subscriptions for training resources
$100

Anniversary gift for a missionary couple
$175

Laundromat fees for a family of four
$300

Training and conferences for a church planter’s wife
$500

Food and supplies for a neighborhood outreach event
$1,000

Emergency travel assistance for a missionary family
$1,200

Bibles, gospel tracts, discipleship materials
$1,400

Monthly worship facility rent
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Thank you from the Sarmiento’s
“Continue the Good Work”  
“Whenever I pray, I make my requests for all of you with joy, for you have been my partners in spreading 
the Good News about Christ from the time you first heard it until now. And I am certain that God, who 
began the good work within you, will continue his work until it is finally finished on the day when Christ 
Jesus returns.”    
Philippians 1:4-6  NLT

On behalf of Lani and myself, I want to say Thank you for all of these years 
being together as family.  The hardest part of leaving is the relationships we have 
with all of you.  Lani and I appreciate the thoughtful gifts and the heart felt words 
you shared with us.  I want to thank Pastor Steve for the generous gift for my 
transitioning from being on staff at church to going back working again.  I haven’t 
found a job yet but I’m trusting the Lord as my provider (Jehovah Jireh) that there 
is a job he has already set up for me. 

I shared the scripture passage in Philippians because it’s exactly how I’ve felt 
about all of you now and what I will continue to pray for going forward into the future.  You know what I’m 
all about, what I constantly keep talking about and what I hope to never stop doing.  People need to hear, 
see and feel the gospel of Christ. 

In this passage, the Apostle Paul is filled with joy that those whom he shared the gospel with, not only did 
they believe in Jesus, but that in turn they also partnered with Paul in telling others the good news about 
Jesus.  Paul was in prison when he wrote the letter to the Philippian church.  He wanted to let the church 
know how he felt about them, but he also wanted to encourage them to keep close to Jesus, because if 
they did, the Lord will work in their lives until he returns to redeem us all.  This passage relates to where 
we are today. 

It does not matter that we are not together literally, but spiritually together.  We need to continue on in 
giving the gospel away.  Even as we are distantly apart, we are still partners in Christ to go and share the 
gospel and if they believe, then we are to make disciples knowing that it is Jesus that is doing all the work 
by the Holy Spirit that is in us! 

As the scriptures say, “And I am certain that God, who began 
the good work within you, will continue his work until it is 
finally finished on the day when Christ Jesus returns.”

Lani and I already miss you all even though it has only been 
a little over a week.  We love you, knowing you love us too.  
Let’s live in a way that will glorify our Father in heaven and 
the Lord Jesus.  Let’s continue the good work in Jesus’ name!  
Until we meet again.

Love you all and God bless,
Darren and Lani Sarmiento 
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Announcement

Two Thirds World Network (TTWN) 
RUMMAGE SALE 

Saturday March 30, 2019
7am to 11am.

Maui Christian Academy 
425 High Street (Front Lawn)

We plan to collect items the week of the Garage 
Sale. We are so very thankful. God Bless! 

Don’t forget to come shopping too!!
To donate or for more information please contact 

Grace Motonaga 357-4553

Opputunities to Serve
1.Ushers: Seat people, Offering & Tithes, Lord’s
 Supper.
2.Greeters: Greet people, pass out newsletter.
3.Hospitality: Coffee ministry, purchase & restocking 
paper products and bathroom supplies.
4.Sound team: Sound technicians.
5.Music Team: Musicians & singers.
6.Buildings and Landscaping team: Water grounds, 
misc. Maintenance of building.
7.Cleaning teams: Cleaning of Worship Center, 
bathrooms & lanais.
8.Children’s ministry Team: Teachers to teach age 
related classes, childcare.
9.Youth Ministry Team: Adult men and women to 
teach our youth.
10.Announcements team: Events or news.
11.Computer and PP team: Managing and input PP 
songs and sermons, learning and using new software.
12.Cameramen: Video service and take pictures at 
events, upload to website.
13.Website team: Maintain and update website.
14.SG Team Leaders: Disciple and lead a small group.
You may contact the church office for more information 
at (808) 244-0865



Church Cleaning Schedule

Week of  March 14 - 16
Team 4

Wendy I, Lynette K, Jennifer B 
Jennifer R*, Paul R

Week of  March 21 - 23
Team 6

Hubert I*, Leslie T, Ernie P, Richard R

Week of  March  28-30
Team 1

Yeiko E, Elaine Y, Teri C, Cecile H, 
Cathy D, Kenneth K, Lucille K*

Week of  April  4-6
Team 2

Paul Y*, Linda Y, Loida P, Ruth M, 
Jean K, Elisa R.

*Key Monitor
Sign-up on the back table 

to be a part of this
ministry. 

Announcements

- 5 -

Announcements

         Childcare Ministry Schedule

 Today   March  10   Team 1: Karen F, Alysha F, Melanie F
      Hawea R,
              March  17   Team 2: Wendy C, Christine B, Vija B, 
     Rihanna V, Lauryn I
              March  24   Team 3: Francis C, Jaydee G, Davin G,
       Char C, Wayne S
              March  31   Team 4: Cheeng S, Jezra S, Joanne R.
      Kayla R, Kaitlyn R

You can use pushpay to give to other funding categories.
Just tap the down arrow on the FUND line item and select 

what fund you would like to contribute to.
 Please give it a try.  Itʻs easy.   

Go to our website at VIFMAUI.com and click on the 
GIVE button at the top of the webpage. 

Follow the prompts.
or

Text VIFMAUI to 77977 
Thank you

Coffee Bar Ministry
Come and fellowship

(8 am - 9 am and 10:30 am - 11:30 am)
We welcome your favorite  dish to 

share



MISSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

NAMB Missionary Spotlight:
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PrayerConnect 
Connect with missionaries and chaplains by praying for them 

and their work, either through specific ministry prayer requests 
or on their birthdays

Jorge and Rebeca Santiago
02 27 2019 | Comerio, Puerto Rico
Please pray for Jorge and Rebeca Santiago, church 
planting missionaries in Comerio, Puerto Rico, who 
serve a community that is greatly challenged by the 
lasting impact of Hurricane Maria. Pray that restora-
tion and revival will come to Comerio and the island 
of Puerto Rico as it continues to recover. Pray for 
physical, spiritual and emotional strength for Jorge and 
Rebecca as they balance family life with ministry to 
their hurting community. See their story here: https://
www.anniearmstrong.com/santiago/.
Chris Phillips
02 20 2019 | Denver, Colo.
Chris Phillips is the church planter and pastor of 
Journey Point Church in Denver, Colo. Journey Point 
Church officially launched February 10. It has been two 
and one-half years in the making, and God is moving 
in a powerful way. We anticipate and are expectantly 
praying for Him to do a great work here in Denver!

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer

https://www.imb.org/pray/

*Last Frontier-Your prayers are needed for students who 
recently attended a seekers conference. The students par-
ticipated in Bible study, small-group discussions, and wor-
ship. Studying the Bible was a new experience for them 
because they had never done that before. The truths of the 
Bible are in direct contrast to what they were taught grow-
ing up. This contrast makes it difficult for them to believe. 
Pray that God’s truths will resonate with their souls and 
that they will believe.
*Dhaka, Bangladesh-(DAH-kah) - Many students will be 
gathered together for a discipleship training that will teach 
them the core tasks of go (entry), tell (evangelism), grow 
(discipleship), gather (church formation), raise up (lead-
ership development), and send (find other lost people). 
Please pray that these students will be faithful to make 
disciples who will then make disciples, as described in 2 
Timothy 2:2 (ESV): “. . . and what you have heard from 
me in the presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful 
men, who will be able to teach others also.”
*South Asian Peoples-There has been recent warnings to 
house churches in one location to stop all meetings and 
gatherings. Some leaders have been arrested or threatened. 
Pray for wisdom. Pray for protection. Pray for courage. 
Pray for boldness. Pray that the believers’ response will be 
a strong witness to authorities and communities.

Chicago, IL
8,753,8306 people live in 

metro Chicago
78.8% of the population is 

estimated as lost
1 SBC church for every 

32,302 Chicago residents

“Pray that God would have great favor on the city of Chicago and would send people willing to bring the hope of 
the gospel to the hardest neighborhoods.  Ask God to cause His people to see those hurting around them as He does 
and that they would be willing to sacrifice their interests so others can hear and see the gospel.”



Evening Worship Service Notes 
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

We Can Do It!!!
Ephesians 4:1-10

I.   A life worthy of our calling. – Ephesians 4:1-3 
     A. Paul was not _______________ , but ____________ .
     B. Called to live _____________ .
     C. God has called us to:
 1. Be ___________ .
 2. Be ___________  .
 3. Be ____________ .
 4. Make _______________ for other’s faults with _________ .
 5. Work hard at __________ .
 6. Band together in __________ .

II.  A oneness in Christ. – Ephesians 4:4-6 
     A. This oneness is all because of ___________ .
     B. Jesus knows the devil’s ________________ . – Matthew 12:25 
     C. __________ hard for what Jesus ___________ and gave His ________ for.

III. Equips and Supplies for His will to be accomplished. – Ephesians 4:7-10 
     A. _______________ of Jesus.
 1. Not willing to give only the _________ ____________ .
 2. He paid the _________ __________ for our penalties.
 3. He was not willing to take any __________ _________ or _____________ .
     B. Sharing of ______________ delusions and heresies.
 1. When Jesus died, He went to _________ .
 2. This allowed Him to pay the _________ __________ for our sins.
 3. Then when He ascended to Heaven, it was _____________ 
 and ______________.
     C. He __________ us with ______________ we need to do His will.
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Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar

 March 2019
       10 9:00 am - Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
           12:00 pm - Trustees Meeting
   6:00 pm -  Evening Service/Study
      11 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting - In the Childcare Rm.
      13 Office Closed until 1:00pm “Tactical Emergency  
 Casualty Care Training
      13 6:30 pm - Youth Night
      17 9:00 am - Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
   6:00 pm -  Evening Service/Study
      18 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
      20  6:30 pm - Youth Night
      22-23   - Pastor Stephen-HPBC Chaplain 
      Emergency Training-Oahu
      24 9:00 am - Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
   6:00 pm -  Evening Service/Study

      25 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
      26  Kuhio Day-Holiday- Office Closed
      27  6:30 pm - Youth Night
      31 9:00 am - Worship Service 
    - Ordinance of Lordʻs Supper 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
   6:00 pm -  Evening Service/Study

April 2019
        5 5:30 pm - MOvinG Men of God Menʻs Ministry 
        7 9:00 am - Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
    6:00 pm -  Evening Service/Study
        8 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
      10 6:30 pm - Youth Night

      14 9:00 am - Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
           12:00 pm - Trustees Meeting
   6:00 pm -  Evening Service/Study

Valley Isle Fellowship
1033 Waiale Rd., PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SERVICE

Worship Service - 9:00 am

Sunday School - 10:30 am
*  *  *  *  *

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

@VIFMaui

Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808)419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com

SUNDAY EVENING SERVICE
Worship/Study 6:00 pm
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Watch the AM service live on YouTube 
-Valley Isle Fellowship



Trusting Our Great and Glorious God
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro
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Ephesians 3:14-21 

I.   Trust God to live _______ and ____________ you. – Ephesians 3:14-16
     A. Empowers you with __________ _____________ .

     B. Empowers you through ________ ___________.

II.  Trust God to fulfill His _____________ in you. – Ephesians 3:17-18 
     A. Trusting Him allows His _________ to be within you.

     B. Trusting Him allows His __________ of _________ to go deep.

     C. Trusting Him allows you to be kept ___________ .

     D. Trusting Him gives you the power to ________________ His enormous _________. 

III. Trust God to ________ you in His ____________ . – Ephesians 3:19-21 

     A. Cannot fully _______________ God’s great love.

     B. Don’t just _________ about, but ______________ God’s love.

     C. Experiencing all that God desires for you will make you _____________ .

     D. God intends to gift you with _________ than you can _______________  .


