
Valley Isle Fellowship
Love God, Love His Church, Love His World
1033 Waiale Rd. - PO Box 886
Wailuku, HI  96793                                                   
Phone: (808) 244-0865  Fax: (808)249-0235

IN THIS  ISSUE:
 1,2       No Promise of Tomorrow                                                                                                                                        
 2,5           Announcements     
 3,4           Whoʻs your one?                                 
  6     Mission News
  7             VIF Calendar
  8             Sermon Notes

NEWSLETTER
March 8, 2020  www.vifmaui.com

No Promise of Tomorrow
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

7  “All the bridesmaids got up and prepared their 
lamps. 8  Then the five foolish ones asked the oth-
ers, ‘Please give us some of your oil because our 
lamps are going out.’ 9  “But the others replied, ‘We 
don’t have enough for all of us. Go to a shop and buy 
some for yourselves.’ 10  “But while they were gone to 
buy oil, the bridegroom came. Then those who were 
ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the 
door was locked. 11  Later, when the other five brides-
maids returned, they stood outside, calling, ‘Lord! 
Lord! Open the door for us!’ 12  “But he called back, 
‘Believe me, I don’t know you!’ 13  “So you, too, must 
keep watch! For you do not know the day or hour of 
my return.  
Those who ignore the warnings of the Lord will reap 
what they sow.  Ezekiel 33:3-5 (NLT) 3  When the 
watchman sees the enemy coming, he sounds the 
alarm to warn the people. 4  Then if those who hear 
the alarm refuse to take action, it is their own fault 
if they die. 5  They heard the alarm but ignored it, so 
the responsibility is theirs. If they had listened to the 
warning, they could have saved their lives.  Please 
hear the Lord’s heart in Ezekiel 33:11 (NLT)  As 
surely as I live, says the Sovereign LORD, I take no 
pleasure in the death of wicked people. I only want 
them to turn from their wicked ways so they can live. 
Turn! Turn from your wickedness, O people of Israel! 
Why should you die?  Take a look at 
what the Lord does not take pleasure 
in.  Also, see what the Lord’s true 
desire is.

Last Sunday morning, I was shocked by the alarm-
ing reality of this statement.  I was just about to start 
our VIF leaders’ meeting at 11:45 when I got a call 
that Priscilla Tani was discovered dead earlier in 
the morning.  I was shocked because I had just seen 
Priscilla on Saturday morning and she looked fine.  
Priscilla’s family said that they all just had a fam-
ily dinner on Saturday evening and she also looked 
fine to everyone there.  Then one of Prisiclla’s family 
after returning home from church went to check on 
Priscilla and discovered her lifeless body.  This news 
caught me totally off-guard and by surprise!
In our morning sermon last Sunday, I had said that 
we have to be serious about our relationship with the 
Lord because we are not promised tomorrow.  We 
have to be prepared to meet the Lord at any time and 
Priscilla’s death reminds all of us 
how true that statement is.
Then add to all of this the                     
COVIC-19, the Coronavirus,                 
possibilities and we have a very 
strong warning from the Lord of 
how fragile life is which emphasizes that we do not 
have the promise of tomorrow.
I want to encourage all of you not to take the               
warnings of the Lord lightly but rather prepare in 
a way that will bring honor and glory to our Lord.  
Matthew 25:1-13 (NLT) 1  “The Kingdom of Heaven 
can be illustrated by the story of ten bridesmaids who 
took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2  

Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3  The 
five who were foolish didn’t take enough olive oil for 
their lamps, 4  but the other five were wise enough 
to take along extra oil. 5  When the bridegroom was 
delayed, they all became drowsy and fell asleep. 6  
“At midnight they were roused by the shout, ‘Look, 
the bridegroom is coming! Come out and meet him!’ 

            (continued on next page)
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No Promise of Tomorrow
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

Since we don’t have the promise of tomorrow, we have to make the most of today.  We need to live each 
day as if it were the last day of our lives.  Hear the cry of the Lord in this final story.  Luke 12:16-21 (NLT) 
16  Then he told them a story: “A rich man had a fertile farm that produced fine crops. 17  He said to himself, 
‘What should I do? I don’t have room for all my crops.’ 18  Then he said, ‘I know! I’ll tear down my barns 
and build bigger ones. Then I’ll have room enough to store all my wheat and other goods. 19  And I’ll sit 
back and say to myself, “My friend, you have enough stored away for years to come. Now take it easy! 
Eat, drink, and be merry!”’ 20  “But God said to him, ‘You fool! You will die this very night. Then who will 
get everything you worked for?’ 21  “Yes, a person is a fool to store up earthly wealth but not have a rich 
relationship with God.” 
Let’s all do our best to seek after a right relationship with the Lord.  Let’s seek to be glorifying to Him in 
all that we think, do, and say. 
   *  *  *  *  *

VIF Church 2020 Goal 
$2000

Giving to Date $327.20
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INTENTIONALITY CHANGES LIVES

Intentionality means inviting people into your life, connecting with them where they are in their journey, and then 
directing their next steps in a pursuit of God. PursueGOD.org: empowering conversations
Resources:  The HOLY BIBLE 
  UNSCRIPTED Jeff Iorg
	 	 THE	GOSPEL	COMES	with	a	HOUSEKEY		Rosaria	Butterfield

John 4:7–15 Soon a Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Please give me a drink.” He 
was alone at the time because his disciples had gone into the village to buy some food. The woman was surprised, 
for Jews refuse to have anything to do with Samaritans.* She said to Jesus, “You are a Jew, and I am a Samaritan 
woman. Why are you asking me for a drink” Jesus replied, “If you only knew the gift God has for you and who 
you are speaking to, you would ask me, and I would give you living water.”  “But sir, you don’t have a rope or a 
bucket,” she said, “and this well is very deep. Where would you get this living water?  And besides, do you think 
you’re greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us this well? How can you offer better water than he and his 
sons and his animals enjoyed?” Jesus replied, “Anyone who drinks this water will soon become thirsty again. But 
those who drink the water I give will never be thirsty again. It becomes a fresh, bubbling spring within them, giv-
ing them eternal life.” “Please, sir,” the woman said, “give me this water! Then I’ll never be thirsty again, and I 
won’t have to come here to get water.” 

As we look to the life of Jesus and the example He set on how to live to serve God the Father, one of the most  
undeniable, obvious, and consistent themes throughout scripture is His INTENTION in every interaction to reveal 
Gods love and our need for it. It happens over and over again: in His teaching; in His healing; in His compassion.  
Jesus speaks and takes an ordinary, everyday encounter  and moves  it into an encounter with the Living God.   
Everyday to Extraordinary.

What’s so marvelous is that it isn’t a program, it isn’t a script, but it IS  a revealing of Jesus’ heart  for the person(s) 
with whom he is speaking.  It reveals Jesus’ thoughts are always centered on the Father, even when he is talk-
ing   ordinary life with another person.   Take the conversation in John where we read that Jesus is at the well  (or 
grocery store, or water cooler at work) and a woman walks up.  She is a Samaritan (or an atheist, or a rebellious 
teenager,  or a stressed mother, or is floundering with the disappointments of life) and He opens with an innocent 
request for water (or “how are you today”, or “you look like your hands are full”, or “is there anything I can do 
to help”). The Samaritan woman is quick to point out all the reasons He shouldn’t be talking with her (or brushes 
him off, or expresses frustration with life).  Jesus, however , refuses to be thwarted and  instead he continues the    
conversation and offers insight into who He is and the greater gift of life. And while the woman lists reasons why 
what He is speaking of isn’t possible and  His claims are implausible, Jesus remains undeterred.  Without argu-
ment, or pause, He speaks TRUTH.  “But those who drink the water I give will never be thirsty again.  It becomes 
a fresh, bubbling spring within them, giving them eternal life.”

            (continued on next page)
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Continued...

And the woman responds by wanting that Living Water.  She is not even clear what it means, but she knows she 
WANTS IT.

It’s  hard not to wonder what would have happened if Jesus’s singular concern at that moment  was to simply get a 
drink of water to quench his thirst (or go to the grocery store to get dinner fixins, or get the work assigned  for the 
day done). This woman would have gotten him the water….or not, but either way she would have walked away 
no closer to the truth of a God who loves her so much He pursues her.

We are wired to talk about the things that are important to us.  What is 
important to  you? Jesus picked you, an ordinary person, to speak the 
extraordinary Gospel into someone’s life.  As you participate in allowing 
God to use you to speak life and truth to your ONE, remember how He 
pursued you. Remember how He placed someone in your life to speak 
His Love.  Identify your ONE and as you pray for God to move in their 
lives, ask Him to move in your heart to reach out with His Love and 
Truth. And as He works in your heart for this ONE, pray He will work in 

all of our hearts to move towards living daily in readiness to change EVERYDAY, ORDINARY conversations 
into EXTRAORDINARY encounters with the LIVING WATER.
With any ONE God places in our path. 
With INTENTION for God to change lives.

                                                                                                                                         

We have the prayer guide.  

Please pick one up at the
  back of the church.
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Announcements

Church Cleaning Schedule

Week of  March 12-14
Team 3

Mickie A*, Ann M, Carol S, Phyllis N,
Ken S, George A.

Week of March 19 - 21
Team 4

Wendy I, Lynette K, Jennifer B, 
Jennifer R*, Paul R

Week of  March 26- 28
Team 5

Carol Sn, Makanani C, Margie B, 
Josie Y*

Week of  April  2 - 4
Team 6

Hubert I*, and the many hands 
that make light work

*Key Monitor
Sign-up on the back table 

to be a part of this
ministry. 

         Childcare Ministry Schedule

 Today March 8    Team 4: Joanne R,  Jezra S,  Kayla R,
                   Kaitlyn R

            March 15  Team 5: Carol S,  Drezen F,  Davin G, 
       Jadelyn V, Shya F

            March 22  Team 1: Karen F,  Alysha F,  Melanie F

            March 29  Team 2: Wendy C, Rihanna V,  Riley S,  
                                             Daisy A
             April 5     Team 3: Francis C,  Char C,  Wayne S  
     

You can still help support BCCM by attending the event on 
MARCH 21,2020 .  
There will be other attendees from the different MCBA 
churches--it should be a great time of fellowship and maybe 
your members seeing the event and the competition might 
help spark more interest for next year?
Tickets are $20 for Adults and $10 for children.  You may 
purchase at www.bccmaui.com or BCCMʻs facebook or 
checks made to Kahului Baptist with memo BCCM Spam 
Jamz. CATERED LUNCH, BALLON ANIMALS AND 
FACE PAINTING.



MISSION NEWS

NAMB Missionary Spotlight:

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer

https://www.imb.org/pray/

*Muhajirs of Pakistan
(mow-HAH-jers) - “Consider the sower who went out to sow” (Matthew 13:3 HCSB). A network of seed sowers 
have begun to meet together regularly to have accountability in sowing more gospel seed than they have ever sown 
before and to hone their skills in sharing the Good News in ways that are easily understood by the majority com-
munity. These men and women will bring those they are training to these meetings and sharing events with them 
to sharpen their skills among sowers from different congregations. They all plan to pair up with different partners 
and sow gospel seed every week together. Please lift up these men, women, and their growing trainees. Ask the 
Holy Spirit will give them the ability to discuss with humility what God is doing in them and through them. Pray 
that all the participants will benefit from the encouragement of serving and growing together. Pray for those whom 
they will meet as they go out in the city to share the Good News. Ask that many will repent and believe. Pray for 
the follow-up conversations with the people who express an interest in learning more or who express a desire to 
follow Jesus. May many people be brought into the kingdom!

*Northern Coastal Peoples of Mozambique
Due to washed-out roads following the cyclones and the unrest that continues around the northern coast of               
Mozambique, people have come on tough times. There are many people who have fled to nearby towns for                   
refuge, but with the roads being impassable, food has not been able to arrive. Because of these desperate situations, 
brothers and sisters in Christ in the area have been given the opportunity to work together to receive food for those 
who are hurting. Single mothers, orphans, and widows who have lost their husbands due to the violence are able 
to receive food for their families. Please pray for God’s protection over these mothers and for the salvation of their 
souls. Ask that the brothers and sisters will labor in unity to serve their community and to proclaim boldly the mes-
sage of hope that so many around them need to hear. Pray for project logistics to all work together peacefully and 
smoothly, and pray peace over the coastal peoples of northern Mozambique.

* Malong of the Philippines
(mah-LONG) - “We are excited to hear the news of 15 community members who have decided to follow the One 
who has not only provided a clean water source in their area, but also cleaned their hearts! Pray for these new fol-
lowers of Jesus as they continue to study truth, and pray for the men drilling the wells that will access the clean 
water as they lead further Bible studies.”

-6 -

PLANTER CARE
Planter Care comes alongside 
planters and their families as they 
establish new churches in areas of 
need.  Pray that we would fulfill our 
mission to “breathe vitality into the 
life and mission of our planters and 
their families.”  Pray that the planter 
care ministry is a strong source of 
encouragement to our missionar-
ies and others.  Pray for our Send 
Network Orientation, and pray that 
Send Network would become a 

family of church planting teams in our Send Cities serving on the front lines together. - SendNetwork.com/Care



Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar

        March 2020
        8  9:00 am - Worship Service
            10:30 am - Sunday School
            12:00 pm - Trusteesʻ Meeting
     6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study    
      9  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
     11  6:30 pm - Youth Night 
     14  8:00 am - GriefShare Support Group
     15  9:00 am - Worship Service
           10:30 am - Sunday School
     6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
     16  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
     18  6:30 pm - Youth Night 
     21  8:00 am - GriefShare Support Group 
     22  9:00 am - Worship Service
            10:30 am - Sunday School
     6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study    

     23    6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
     25  6:30 pm - Youth Night
     26     Kuhio Day Holiday- Office Closed
     28  8:00 am - GriefShare Support Group
  9:00 am -  Womens Ministry Event 
     29  9:00 am - Worship Service
      - Ordinance of Lordʻs Supper
            10:30 am - Sunday School
            12:00 pm - Sunday School Workers Meeting
     6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study    
     30  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

April 2020
     1  6:30 pm - Youth Night 
     4  8:00 am - GriefShare Support Group
     5  9:00 am - Worship Service                                 
            10:30 am - Sunday School

Valley Isle Fellowship
Mailing Address: 251 Pualalea Circle,  Wailuku, HI 96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SERVICE

Worship Service - 9:00 am

Sunday School - 10:30 am

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808)419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com

SUNDAY EVENING SERVICE
Worship/Study 6:00 pm
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Livestream Valley Isle Fellowship

Would you like be a member of Valley Isle Fellowship?    
Call the office at 244-0865 to get a membership packet of reading materials, then schedule a membership class.

Church Office Hours
Office Hours are from 7am-12 noon.  Please feel free to call for an appointment after hours or leave a message.

PRAYER MEETING 
MONDAY EVE.

6:30 PM



On Earth, As It Is In Heaven
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

Matthew 4:18-22 (NLT) 18  One day as Jesus was walking along the shore of the Sea of Galilee, he saw 
two brothers—Simon, also called Peter, and Andrew—throwing a net into the water, for they fished for a 
living. 19a  Jesus called out to them, 19b“Come, follow me, 19c and I will show you how to fish for people!” 20  
And they left their nets at once and followed him. 21  A little farther up the shore he saw two other broth-
ers, James and John, sitting in a boat with their father, Zebedee, repairing their nets. And he called them 
to come, too. 22  They immediately followed him, leaving the boat and their father behind. 

I.   JESUS DOESN’T CHOOSE THE  _________, HE CHOOSES THE  ____________. 
     – Matthew 4:18
     A. The ___________ – Jesus’ choice.
     B. This was Jesus’ ___________.
     C. Not because of who __________ __________, but because of who ____ _____ ______.
     D. God desires your __________________ more than your _____________.

II. HE CHOSE ________, NOT ________ HIM. – Matthew 4:19a
     A. This was not the _____________.
     B. Jesus ________________ the process. – John 15:16

III. OUR PRIMARY CALLING IS TO _______ WITH _________. – Matthew 4:19b
     A. Didn’t tell them ___________. 
     B. He calls us to _______.

IV. TO FOLLOW HIM, WE HAVE TO __________ _________. – Matthew 4:20
     A. All includes even the_________ ________________ things.
     B. Jesus has to take ________________.

V. HE COMMANDS US TO ________________ _______________. – Matthew 4:19c
     A. Subject to the _____________ of ____________.
     B. Goal – to become like ____________.
     C. _________________ in His causes. – John 15:8
     D. The Great Commission (Matthew 28:18-20): 
          Jesus summarized His ministry in Luke 19:10 (NLT) 10 For the Son of Man came to seek and   
 save those who are lost.”  
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