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Fighting Through the FatigueFighting Through the Fatigue
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

When you come to realize the gains and blessings that the When you come to realize the gains and blessings that the 
Lord gives through the struggle and trials, then you will be Lord gives through the struggle and trials, then you will be 
able take pleasure in what He is giving to you.  When Paul able take pleasure in what He is giving to you.  When Paul 
faced the disappointment of what he must have felt was God faced the disappointment of what he must have felt was God 
ignoring his prayer requests, he had to fight through the ignoring his prayer requests, he had to fight through the 
pain and maybe even his disgruntlement towards God.  But pain and maybe even his disgruntlement towards God.  But 
he finally came to realize that God’s grace was more than he finally came to realize that God’s grace was more than 
sufficient.  This then allowed him to turn the sorrow into joy.  sufficient.  This then allowed him to turn the sorrow into joy.  
Joy not that he was suffering, but joy in knowing that God Joy not that he was suffering, but joy in knowing that God 
was demonstrating His love and grace and therefore doing was demonstrating His love and grace and therefore doing 
something greater than he could comprehend.  However, something greater than he could comprehend.  However, 
because Paul loved and trusted in the Lord, the assurance because Paul loved and trusted in the Lord, the assurance 
that came to him is what was bringing him joy and pleasure.that came to him is what was bringing him joy and pleasure.

If we were to look beyond the current If we were to look beyond the current 
trials and suffering and simply trust in the trials and suffering and simply trust in the 
Lord and see that He is doing something Lord and see that He is doing something 
great and wonderful, then we, too, will be great and wonderful, then we, too, will be 
able to have this kind of deep and abiding able to have this kind of deep and abiding 
joy.  This kind of joy makes even the joy.  This kind of joy makes even the 
most excruciating pain and difficulties most excruciating pain and difficulties 
very tolerable.  Jesus proved this as He very tolerable.  Jesus proved this as He 

went to the cross and was able to endure all of the pain and went to the cross and was able to endure all of the pain and 
humiliation that came with being a living sacrifice, holy and humiliation that came with being a living sacrifice, holy and 
acceptable to God.  Jesus was showing us through His own acceptable to God.  Jesus was showing us through His own 
life how real and powerful this lesson and teaching really is.life how real and powerful this lesson and teaching really is.
2 Corinthians 4:16-18 (HCSB)2 Corinthians 4:16-18 (HCSB)  1616  Therefore we do not   Therefore we do not 
give up. Even though our outer person is being destroyed, give up. Even though our outer person is being destroyed, 
our inner person is being renewed day by day. our inner person is being renewed day by day. 1717  For our   For our 
momentary light affliction is producing for us an absolutely momentary light affliction is producing for us an absolutely 
incomparable eternal weight of glory. incomparable eternal weight of glory. 1818  So we do not focus   So we do not focus 
on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen 

SSometimes everyday life can be very tiring.  The fatigue ometimes everyday life can be very tiring.  The fatigue 
and weariness can get very extreme.  However, we need to and weariness can get very extreme.  However, we need to 
realize that the Word of God is true and God’s sufficiency realize that the Word of God is true and God’s sufficiency 
is more than enough for us.  is more than enough for us.  2 Corinthians 12:8-9 (NLT)2 Corinthians 12:8-9 (NLT)  
88  Three different times I begged the   Three different times I begged the 
Lord to take it away. Lord to take it away. 99  Each time   Each time 
he said, “My grace is all you need. he said, “My grace is all you need. 
My power works best in weakness.” My power works best in weakness.” 
So now I am glad to boast about my So now I am glad to boast about my 
weaknesses, so that the power of weaknesses, so that the power of 
Christ can work through me.Christ can work through me.  The apostle Paul was referring   The apostle Paul was referring 
to the “thorn in the flesh” that he was suffering through.  to the “thorn in the flesh” that he was suffering through.  
Through this struggle he learned a great and mighty lesson.  Through this struggle he learned a great and mighty lesson.  
God’s grace is really all that we need.  In fact, God’s power God’s grace is really all that we need.  In fact, God’s power 
works best through our weaknesses.  I believe that this is works best through our weaknesses.  I believe that this is 
because when we are weak, it shows how powerful God is.  because when we are weak, it shows how powerful God is.  
His mighty grace and love really comes through during the His mighty grace and love really comes through during the 
hardest and darkest struggles of our lives.hardest and darkest struggles of our lives.
In the following passage of scripture, Paul goes on to tell In the following passage of scripture, Paul goes on to tell 
us how this impacts his life.  us how this impacts his life.  2 Corinthians 12:10 (NLT)2 Corinthians 12:10 (NLT)  
1010 That’s why I take pleasure in my weaknesses, and in the  That’s why I take pleasure in my weaknesses, and in the 
insults, hardships, persecutions, and troubles that I suffer insults, hardships, persecutions, and troubles that I suffer 
for Christ. For when I am weak, then I am strong. for Christ. For when I am weak, then I am strong.  He  He 
comes to the point of realizing and living out the taking of comes to the point of realizing and living out the taking of 
pleasure in his weakness.  He even takes pleasure in insults, pleasure in his weakness.  He even takes pleasure in insults, 
hardship, persecution, and troubles as he suffers for Jesus hardship, persecution, and troubles as he suffers for Jesus 
Christ.  Wow!!!  Hard to believe that he could actually come Christ.  Wow!!!  Hard to believe that he could actually come 
to the point of taking pleasure in all of that!  My take on to the point of taking pleasure in all of that!  My take on 
all of this was that once he went through all of the struggle all of this was that once he went through all of the struggle 

and once he began to thank God for and once he began to thank God for 
His grace, it was then and only then His grace, it was then and only then 
that he could actually take pleasure that he could actually take pleasure 
in the suffering.  Before realizing the in the suffering.  Before realizing the 
power of God’s grace and love, one power of God’s grace and love, one 
will never be able to take pleasure in will never be able to take pleasure in 
the suffering.  Before realizing the the suffering.  Before realizing the 
power of God’s love and grace, one power of God’s love and grace, one 
will only see the pain and the loss.  will only see the pain and the loss.  

That is exactly where the devil would want us to focus our That is exactly where the devil would want us to focus our 
thoughts and energy.  He wants us to feel the misery instead thoughts and energy.  He wants us to feel the misery instead 
of feeling the mighty power of the Lord.of feeling the mighty power of the Lord.

(continued on next page)
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is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.  Pressing on and refusing to give up on our Lord needs to be   Pressing on and refusing to give up on our Lord needs to be 
foundational in all of our lives.  Rather than turning away from Jesus during times of extreme challenge, we foundational in all of our lives.  Rather than turning away from Jesus during times of extreme challenge, we 
must turn to Him.  During those times, we must love and obey Him.  We need to trust Him and seek Him must turn to Him.  During those times, we must love and obey Him.  We need to trust Him and seek Him 
more and more.  The devil would want us to turn and run from the only one who is able to truly help us.  Run more and more.  The devil would want us to turn and run from the only one who is able to truly help us.  Run 
into His arms of love.  Run into His grace and mercy.  God bless you all as you run to Him!into His arms of love.  Run into His grace and mercy.  God bless you all as you run to Him!
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Childcare/Sunday School Childcare/Sunday School 
during our 10:30 service 

Age 3-5 years
Overflow Lanai

1st grade-5th grade 
Fellowship Lanai

Contact 
Steffen(264-0397) or 

Josie (264-8142)
for more information

Monday nightsMonday nights 
6:30 p.m.6:30 p.m.

For log-in information 
contact 

Pastor Stephen 
(808)419-8100

Who is Annie Armstrong?????Who is Annie Armstrong?????

Week of Prayer for Annie Armstron Easter Offering
March 7-14, 2021



Two-Thirds World Network News
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2020 was a year of opportunities to the many aspects of the work of the Lord in the lives of people. God’s people 
amazingly responded to different challenges that came our way with resilience and enduring faith in God.

On January 12, 2020, Sunday, at around 2 in the afternoon when the news broke all over 
the Philippines that one of the volcanoes erupted. Taal Volcano, located in the municipality 
of talisay, Batangas affecting nearby cities and provinces where some of our friends and 
co-workers in the Lord are living. The eruption was totally devastating as it was phreatic 
according to PHILVOCS.
Pastor Ed Igle, one of our co-worker who lives in the nearby town with 
his family, the volcano never stopped in showering ashfall and a series of  
earthquakes have been felt on that day which signified possible continuous 
eruption. The people  were so  scared  and  started  fleeing  their  homes.  

Others stayed in their homes still hopeful that the volcano will stop its rampage. However, Pastor Ed 
Igle also reported via cellphone, that it was no longer safe to stay home and all must evacuate. Not 
long after, orders from the government have been given for the residents to be evacuated to a safer 
place. Government made sure with the help of other volunteer groups to rescue the people that were 
in harm’s way of the raging volcano.

Ptr. Ed Igle
    (done)

Amidst this seemingly hopeless situation, people have clearly seen the hands of the Lord at work. Indeed,  your 
financial assistance has brought HOPE to the lives of the people who were affected by this calamity. Two-Thirds 
World Network and IBCManila are so grateful to you, for extending help and for remembering us in prayers. Affected 
families who have been the recipients of your valuable donations resulted to praising God for His goodness being 
extended through His children. By God’s grace, and through your support, we were able to set foot on ground zero 
and were able to distribute goods, food packs and N95 face masks which were badly needed at that time.

We are thankful to Maui Philippine Baptist Church for its financial 
support that brought about sustainable assistance to the affected 
individuals as its gifts were used to provide fish nets to those whose 
livelihood was fishing. The fish nets have helped the fishermen to start 
anew right after the government lifted restrictions on fishing activities.

When everyone thought that the Philippines can then move on and enjoy the rest of the year, the news of “lockdown” 
in the cities of Metro Manila on March 17, 2020, through a Presidential Proclamation DECLARING A STATE OF 
CALAMITY THROUGHOUT THE PHILIPPINES DUE TO CORONA VIRUS DISEASE 2019, once again everyone 
was caught unprepared. News reports of people getting sick day after day and deaths by the thousands have become 
prevalent. A great number of people in the country was required to remain in their homes. Offices, hotels, restaurants, 
malls, even parks and churches were closed.  Livelihood became a great concern in the Philippines.



Two-Thirds World Network News
(page 2 of 2)
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Our ministries in different parts of the Philippines have started to experience “lockdown” as well. Significant number 
of individuals especially in the provinces have professed difficulties in surviving as the result of closing of different 
workplaces in their towns. Pandemic as the world calls it, is a nightmare. Nevertheless, God moved in mysterious ways. 
Through your unwavering support and prayers, we were able to send financial assistance in our mission fields in the 
provinces. We were able to continue the missions work that God has entrusted to us. There was a total of 22 baptisms 
coming from Narvacan, Santa, Cagayancillo, Palo and Tacloban. In addition, we were able to sustain a total of 15 
missionaries doing church planting work and discipling new believers in Christ.

In Luzon In Visayas In Mindanao

Truthfully, this pandemic opened new opportunities for a change of mindset among missionaries and members of 
different churches. God paved a way for us to embrace us the new normal of transmitting knowledge and skills online. 
One of which is the webinar with Bro. Vince Bagoyo and Sis. Bheng Miguel as speakers, happened during pandemic 
as the need for entrepreneurial skills surfaced. Students from Southern Baptist School of Theology benefited from the 
webinar as well.
Some who attended reported to have been inspired by the webinar and started a small-scale business at the convenience 
of their houses like Ptr. Adore Sabado and my daughter Naeomie Jacinto, online business (Yomi’s). Praise be to our Lord 
Jesusʻs Christ who can turn things to our favor.

In November, 2020 two typhoons hit the Philippines. Typhoon Rolly 
or Goni, and Typhoon Ulysses or Vamco, both have devasted lands, 
lives and hopes of our countrymen. Nevertheless, with faith in God 
and through your support, we knew that we were not alone. For once 
again, before the year ended, we were able to bring relief goods to 
the people affected by these two calamities. With your donations, we 
were able to assist a family in Bicol, a community church in Marikina, a 
community in Rodriguez, Rizal, a community church in Tuguegarao, a 
new church plant in Dodan, Apari, a community in Ilagan Isabela and 

in the municipality of Buguey in the province of Cagayan. We have provided cleaning materials, groceries, biscuits, rice, 
toiletries, and prayers to the families.
Our hearts are filled with thanksgiving because of Godʻs faithfulness. May the Lord, the God of Israel ...reward you 
fully for what you have done. Ruth 2:12



MISSION NEWS
North American Missions Board  (NAMB) Missionary Spotlight

International Mission Board
Pray

https://www.imb.org/prayer-list/?searchtype=all

•Unreached Peoples of Timor-Leste (tee-more LESS-tay) - A Makasai boy sits in Sunday Mass, sweaty and bored. His mother 
had painstakingly ironed his Sunday best--blue jeans and a collared shirt--but all he can think about is stripping them off and 
joining his friends in the sparkling turquoise sea just across the road. In his mind, “God” equals “rules,” and prayers, singing, and 
Mass are not a lot to get excited about . . . but the vast ocean, the hundred-foot cliffs, the waving coconut trees, the millions of stars 
visible each night from his small village, these all stirred something in him! Would you pray that the natural beauty of Timor-Leste 
will draw him to worship the Creator? The Makasai people are Roman Catholic, and many follow the rules of religion rather than 
knowing the joy of an intimate relationship with the Father. Please pray that their hearts will be stirred to approach God on their 
own through the true High Priest, the only Intercessor, Jesus. Pray that they will find joy in communion with Him and desire to 
know Him personally as their Savior.
• Sorani Kurds of Central Asia (sor-AH-nee) - As the mountains begin to turn green and the beautiful white and yellow 
daffodils begin to appear in big bunches for sale on the street corners, spring seems to be lurking just around the corner. It is 
truly the best time of year for the Sorani Kurds as they begin preparing for the upcoming Nowruz (Persian New Year) holiday. 
Many are busy preparing new traditional clothing and readying their garden homes for the picnic season that will be coming. 
Still others are simply scraping by, trying to earn enough money each day for the family’s dinner. It’s been a rough year with 
the coronavirus pandemic and one made even worse by the current economic situation. Pray for believers to have open doors 
for sharing about the only true hope that can be found in the midst of difficulty. Pray for new life to be birthed from the many 
gospel seeds that have been planted during these tumultuous times.
• Mongols of Outer Mongolia (MON-gols) - In December, with special permission, aid was given to about 50 needy families 
in Mongolia’s capital city. At this point, because of continued lockdown requirements, the believers involved cannot follow 
up with the 50 families. Ask God to grant wisdom about how to minister to these families in coordination with others. Also, 
in January, special permission was given to distribute aid to families in a far western aimag (state) in Mongolia. As follow up 
is done with these families, ask that God will open their hearts to believe and give them a desire to follow Jesus in obedience.
• South Asians in Africa - Please pray for Pastor Thomas* in South Africa, as he is teaching new South Asian believers about 
obedience to the Lord. Petition for boldness and wisdom and protection as he leads this new church. Pray that the Holy Spirit 
will teach and grow these new believers. (*name changed)
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“Pray for wisdom, innovation and courage for Send Denver church planters and leaders as they navigate new challenges. Pray 
that God will continue to call new churh planters and teams to engage people with the gospel and plant new churches. Pray 
for the churches that are planningt to launch in this year.” - Dave Howeth, Denver Send City Missionary

Denver, Colorado
4,627,973
people live

in metro Denver

84%
of the population 

is estimated as lost

1 SBC church for every
22,038

Denver residents



52 Sundays
Celebrating the global impact our church is making through                                                     

Cooperative Program supported missions
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Today let’s pray for one of our Southern Baptist missionaries serving in Wales. 
That’s the small nation beside England — both are part of the United Kingdom. 
His name is Ross Frierson and he serves in Cardiff, the capital of Wales, 
about 150 miles west of London.
Ross is one of several missionaries sent by our International Mission Board 
to serve at Redeemer Church. That church is seeking to reach the thousands 
of refugees who have been resettled here.
They have fled from Yemen, Syria and many other places to find safety. Some come 
from countries closed to our missionaries. In Wales, our missionaries have a unique 
opportunity to tell them about Jesus. The church is succeeding! People from 18 
nations attend services.
Our church supports Ross in this hard assignment through our Cooperative 
Program giving. But our church also helped prepare him for it. Our church 
supports Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas 
— also through the Cooperative Program.
Ross earned two degrees there to train him for his ministry in Wales.
Let’s pray for Ross now and let’s thank God for the great work Southwestern 
is doing to prepare men and women for ministry in some very hard places.
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  28    9:00 am   1st Worship Service
        10:30 am   2nd Worship Service
               Childcare/Sunday School
           5:00 pm   Reservations open

    1    6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online
    3    5:00 pm   Reservations close  
          6:30 pm   Youth Bible Study - online

    6    8:00 am   GriefShare Support Group
 7-14   Annie Armnstrong Easter Offering Week of Prayer

   7      9:00 am   1st Worship Service
        10:30 am   2nd Worship Service
               Childcare/Sunday School
          5:00 pm   Reservations open
   8     6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online

 10     5:00 pm   Reservations close  
          6:30 pm   Youth Bible Study - online

 13     8:00 am GriefShare Support Group

 14    9:00 am   1st Worship Service
        10:30 am   2nd Worship Service
               Childcare/Sunday School
          5:00 pm   Reservations open
 15     6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online

 17     5:00 pm   Reservations close  
          6:30 pm   Youth Bible Study - online

 20     8:00 am GriefShare Support Group

 21     9:00 am   1st Worship Service
        10:30 am   2nd Worship Service
               Childcare/Sunday School
          5:00 pm   Reservations open
 22     6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online

 24     5:00 pm   Reservations close  
          6:30 pm   Youth Bible Study - online
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Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808) 419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com

Livestream:  Valley Isle Fellowship

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

@VIFMaui

Valley Isle Fellowship
251 Pualalea Circle , Wailuku, HI  96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  fax: (808) 249-0235 - vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING SERVICES

1st Worship Service - 9:00 am
2nd Worship Service - 10:30 am

    Childcare/Sunday School for
infants to grade 5 

following 2nd service worship/praise time

 February 2021 February 2021

 March 2021 March 2021



Respected and Growing in Commitment

I.  Respected but ____________  the  _________. – John 3:1-15

 A.  Nicodemus ____________  _______ to see Jesus.

 B.  A religious ruler, but could not understand  _________________  ___________.

 C.  No __________________ equals no ___________.

 D.  Jesus’ death on the cross allows for ____________  _________.

II.  Respected and _____________ in ___________ . – John 19:38-42

 A.  Joseph of Arimathea’s _________ pushed him to ______________ .

 B.  Death of Jesus pushed him to ________ for Jesus’ _________.

 C.  Assisted by  ________________ .

 D.  Laid Jesus in a _____________  _________ .

III.  Respected and pushed to take a _________. – Mark 15:42-45 

 A.  Risk  ______________ .

 B.  In the shadows he observed the _________ and  ________________ of 

  Jesus.

 C.  With Jesus’ death, he comes out of the ______________.

  1.  Matthew 12:30 

  2.  Matthew 16:24-26 

  3.  Mark 8:38 
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