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Responding to the UnexpectedResponding to the Unexpected
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

the prophets are based on these two commandments.”  the prophets are based on these two commandments.”  
Without supremely loving Jesus, we will not be able to Without supremely loving Jesus, we will not be able to 
move on to addressing responding in an honorable and move on to addressing responding in an honorable and 
pleasing way to all of the unexpected situations that fall pleasing way to all of the unexpected situations that fall 
upon us.  Loving Jesus and wanting to be pleasing to Him upon us.  Loving Jesus and wanting to be pleasing to Him 
is where it all has to start.  is where it all has to start.  
Then, as you love Him supremely, you can begin to trust Then, as you love Him supremely, you can begin to trust 
Him emphatically.  Him emphatically.  Proverbs 3:5-6 (NLT)Proverbs 3:5-6 (NLT)  55  Trust in the   Trust in the 
LORD with all your heart; do not depend on your own LORD with all your heart; do not depend on your own 
understanding. understanding. 66  Seek his will in all you do, and he will   Seek his will in all you do, and he will 
show you which path to take.show you which path to take.  Because you love Him, then   Because you love Him, then 
you can trust Him with anything and everything that He you can trust Him with anything and everything that He 
would command of us.  Trusting Him would command of us.  Trusting Him 
even when it might seem absolutely even when it might seem absolutely 
crazy!  He knows what is best and He crazy!  He knows what is best and He 
has our best interest always before has our best interest always before 
Him.  He would never command us Him.  He would never command us 
to do something that was wrong or to do something that was wrong or 
evil.  His holy and righteous ways are evil.  His holy and righteous ways are 
always dependable.always dependable.
Finally, we need to do all that we can in coming to know Finally, we need to do all that we can in coming to know 
Him more and more.  Him more and more.  2 Peter 1:2-4 (NLT)2 Peter 1:2-4 (NLT)  22  May God   May God 
give you more and more grace and peace as you grow give you more and more grace and peace as you grow 
in your knowledge of God and Jesus our Lord. in your knowledge of God and Jesus our Lord. 33  By his   By his 
divine power, God has given us everything we need for divine power, God has given us everything we need for 
living a godly life. We have received all of this by coming living a godly life. We have received all of this by coming 
to know him, the one who called us to himself by means of to know him, the one who called us to himself by means of 
his marvelous glory and excellence.his marvelous glory and excellence. 4 4  And because of his   And because of his 
glory and excellence, he has given us great and precious glory and excellence, he has given us great and precious 
promises. These are the promises that enable you to share promises. These are the promises that enable you to share 
his divine nature and escape the world’s corruption caused his divine nature and escape the world’s corruption caused 

FForor many people, if not for all of us, many unexpected  many people, if not for all of us, many unexpected 
circumstances fall upon us.  Sometimes they are circumstances fall upon us.  Sometimes they are 
positive.  Like when a young couple has tried for many positive.  Like when a young couple has tried for many 
years to start a family but have faced disappointment years to start a family but have faced disappointment 
after disappointment.  Then, suddenly, one day they after disappointment.  Then, suddenly, one day they 

unexpectedly find out that they are with unexpectedly find out that they are with 
child.  Sometimes, they are negative.  Like child.  Sometimes, they are negative.  Like 
when a person is in the prime of life and when a person is in the prime of life and 
everything seems to be going his way.  everything seems to be going his way.  
Then all of a sudden, out of the blue, comes Then all of a sudden, out of the blue, comes 
news that he has a terminal illness that news that he has a terminal illness that 

is in its later stages.  And then sometimes they are just is in its later stages.  And then sometimes they are just 
neutral.  They are neither positive nor negative but the neutral.  They are neither positive nor negative but the 
circumstance is still one that comes unexpectedly.circumstance is still one that comes unexpectedly.
There are times when our response to the unexpected There are times when our response to the unexpected 
hurts us.  At other times, they benefit us.  Then, at other hurts us.  At other times, they benefit us.  Then, at other 
times, it doesn’t help nor hurt us.  As Christians who love times, it doesn’t help nor hurt us.  As Christians who love 
the Lord and who try to bring glory and honor to Him, the Lord and who try to bring glory and honor to Him, 
we need to grow into people whose we need to grow into people whose 
response will bring glory and honor response will bring glory and honor 
to Jesus Christ.  We need to always be to Jesus Christ.  We need to always be 
seeking to lift Him up high so that all seeking to lift Him up high so that all 
will see Jesus in us.  will see Jesus in us.  
The only way that you can actively The only way that you can actively 
seek to grow in this area, is that you seek to grow in this area, is that you 
have to be seeking to grow in your have to be seeking to grow in your 
personal relationship with Jesus Christ.  Jesus is the only personal relationship with Jesus Christ.  Jesus is the only 
way to achieve a life that responds positively in all of way to achieve a life that responds positively in all of 
the various kinds of unexpected experiences in our lives.  the various kinds of unexpected experiences in our lives.  
Therefore, let me give you some pointers that you can Therefore, let me give you some pointers that you can 
study and work on in your walk with the Lord.study and work on in your walk with the Lord.
The first is to grow in your love in and for Jesus.  Over The first is to grow in your love in and for Jesus.  Over 
and over again you have heard me stress this point.  This and over again you have heard me stress this point.  This 
is the most fundamental but also the most important point is the most fundamental but also the most important point 
of all.  If you miss this point, you will miss it all.  of all.  If you miss this point, you will miss it all.  Matthew Matthew 
22:37-40 (NLT)22:37-40 (NLT)  3737  Jesus replied, “‘You must love the   Jesus replied, “‘You must love the 
LORD your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all LORD your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all 
your mind.’ your mind.’ 3838  This is the first and greatest commandment.   This is the first and greatest commandment. 
3939  A second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor   A second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor 
as yourself.’ as yourself.’ 4040  The entire law and all the demands of   The entire law and all the demands of 
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by human desires.by human desires.  Escaping the world’s corruption is a big deal because there is so much corruption that surrounds   Escaping the world’s corruption is a big deal because there is so much corruption that surrounds 
all of us today.  Knowing Jesus and applying all of His commands to our lives has never been more important for all of us today.  Knowing Jesus and applying all of His commands to our lives has never been more important for 
us to yield our lives to.  Loving Him, Trusting Him, and Intimately Knowing Him are critical for us during these us to yield our lives to.  Loving Him, Trusting Him, and Intimately Knowing Him are critical for us during these 
tumultuous days.  tumultuous days.  
Let’s finish off this article by continuing with this chapter in 2 Peter:  Let’s finish off this article by continuing with this chapter in 2 Peter:  2 Peter 1:5-11 (NLT)2 Peter 1:5-11 (NLT)  55  In view of all   In view of all 
this, make every effort to respond to God’s promises. Supplement your faith with a generous provision of moral this, make every effort to respond to God’s promises. Supplement your faith with a generous provision of moral 
excellence, and moral excellence with knowledge, excellence, and moral excellence with knowledge, 66  and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with patient   and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with patient 
endurance, and patient endurance with godliness, endurance, and patient endurance with godliness, 7 7  and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection  and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection 
with love for everyone.with love for everyone. 8 8  The more you grow like this, the more productive and useful you will be in your knowledge   The more you grow like this, the more productive and useful you will be in your knowledge 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 9  But those who fail to develop in this way are shortsighted or blind, forgetting that they  But those who fail to develop in this way are shortsighted or blind, forgetting that they 
have been cleansed from their old sins. have been cleansed from their old sins. 1010  So, dear brothers and sisters, work hard to prove that you really are   So, dear brothers and sisters, work hard to prove that you really are 
among those God has called and chosen. Do these things, and you will never fall away. among those God has called and chosen. Do these things, and you will never fall away. 1111  Then God will give you a   Then God will give you a 
grand entrance into the eternal Kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.grand entrance into the eternal Kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.   Let’s make every effort to become    Let’s make every effort to become 
effective and useful tools in the hands of Jesus so that we can bring Him all of the glory and honor that He deserves.  effective and useful tools in the hands of Jesus so that we can bring Him all of the glory and honor that He deserves.  
God bless you all as we all strive to deal with the unexpected circumstances in a manner and fashion that will bring God bless you all as we all strive to deal with the unexpected circumstances in a manner and fashion that will bring 
Jesus nothing but honor and glory.Jesus nothing but honor and glory.
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Monday nightsMonday nights 
6:30 p.m.6:30 p.m.

For log-in information 
contact 

Pastor Stephen 
(808)419-8100

Who is Annie Armstrong?????Who is Annie Armstrong?????

So, dear brothers and sisters, work hard to 
prove that you really are among those God 

has called and chosen. Do these things, and 
you will never fall away.

2 Peter 1:10



Childcare/Sunday School Childcare/Sunday School 
during our 10:30 service 

Age 3-5 years
Overflow Lanai

1st grade-5th grade 
Fellowship Lanai

Contact 
Steffen(264-0397) or 

Josie (264-8142)
for more information

AnnouncementsAnnouncements

Youth Bible StudyYouth Bible Study
(grades 6-12)(grades 6-12)

Weekly Bible Study 
6:30 p.m 

Wednesday nights
on zoom.us

Contact Wesley Kiaha 
(808)281-4231

for more information
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GRIEF SHARE 
SUPPORT GROUP

Sessions run 
January 9 - April 10 

13 Saturdays 8 am- 10 am 
@ Valley Isle Fellowship

-- masks are required --

GriefShare seminars and 
support groups are led by people 

who understand what you are 
going through and want to help. 

You’ll gain access to valuable 
GriefShare resources to help 

you recover from your loss and 
look forward to rebuilding 

your life. 
Register online @ www.griefshare.org

or contact Don Booth 
@ (808)495-1628

Brochures on the back wall 
Cost  $10

Interested in becoming a church member of 
Valley Isle Fellowship?

  

1.  Contact the Church Office at 244-0865 (or Clarice 
  @ 808-463-9981) for a Membership packet. 
  2.  Once youʻve reviewed the documents, set-up an     
  appointment (about 2 hours) to meet with 
  Pastor Stephen. 
  3.  Review Valley Isle Fellowship By-Laws Article 1: 

       Authority, Section I through VII.
  4.  Review and sign Registration Card and Membership
      Covenant.



MISSION NEWS
North American Missions Board  (NAMB) Missionary Spotlight

International Mission Board
Pray

https://www.imb.org/prayer-list/?searchtype=all

•Pamiris of Central Asia (pah-MEER-ees) - Please pray for the Shughni-language translation of the Bible to be resumed 
and for the translators and other necessary resources to be provided. Pray for wisdom and discernment regarding other 
evangelistic tools to be translated into other Pamiri languages, such as Yazgulomi, Wakhi, and Ishoshimi. Also ask for songs 
of truth to be written in these languages so they can enable Pamiri believers to worship the Lord in their heart languages and 
those songs that clearly state the gospel can be used in the salvific journey of future Pamiri brothers and sisters in Christ. 
Please lift up the people who will receive such materials, asking that Holy Spirit will use these forms of media to draw Pamiris 
of every heart language to a saving knowledge of Him. Pray that individuals who see or listen to evangelistic media will be 
open to communicating with those who want to help them grow in their understanding of the Way.

•South Mongolic Peoples, East Asia - South Mongolic Christians face pressure and difficulty from many directions. One 
Christian recently said, “Prayer support is my greatest need these days.” May we be found faithful to lift these few to the God 
of all comfort as they seek to know Him and make Him known in challenging times. As they suffer, may He bring a harvest 
of perseverance and joy.

•Sub-Saharan African Peoples - Pray for the Fulani of Cameroon. They number more than 2 million people, making this the 
largest people group in Cameroon, a country that has a total population of more than 24 million people. In addition to being 
the largest people group, the Fulani are also the most unreached people in the country. Pray for more harvest workers to come 
and give their lives so that the Fulani might hear and believe. Pray that the churches in Cameroon will declare God’s glory 
among the nations and that they will send out workers to the unreached people groups in their own nation.

•Hyderabad, India (HIGH-druh-bahd) - The Telugu-speaking Kapu people are one of the top five largest unreached people 
groups in the city of Hyderabad. Although the Kapu people are of the Shudra community or lowest caste in the Hindu system, 
the Kapu in Hyderabad are classified as a forward caste by the government because the people are, on average, ahead of 
other Indians both socially and economically. “Kapu” means “farmer” or “protector” in Telugu. The Kapu people are still 
predominantly farmers today, but many have branched out into other sectors. Pray that many Hindu Kapu will have the 
opportunity to hear God’s Word, and ask that they will then welcome it and produce a harvest 30, 60, and 100 times what was 
planted (Matthew 13:23)!
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Planter Care comes alongside planters and their families as they establish new churches in areas of need. Pray that we would fulfill 
our mission to “breathe vitality into the life and mission of our planters and their families.” Pray that the planter care ministry is a 
strong source of encouragement to our missionaries and others. Pray for our Send Network Orientation, and pray that Send Network 
would become a family of church planting teams in our Send Cities serving on the front lines together.



52 Sundays
Celebrating the global impact our church is making through                                                     

Cooperative Program supported missions
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Andy Greenfield is our North American missionary we are going to pray
for today. Andy is lead pastor of a new church called Village Station North
Church. It is in the center of Baltimore, Maryland. They meet in the building
of a Baptist church which had declined in numbers — leaders gave their
building to the new church.

Andy and his team are working hard to build a growing congregation as
they reach out to the community. Andy and his wife, Rhonda, have three
children.

Baltimore has more than half a million residents — but that number is
lower now than it used to be. Many people have left the city because of
its problems. Andy and other church leaders are especially focused on
bringing people of many backgrounds together under the cross of Christ.

Our North American Mission Board has sent many church planters to
Baltimore because the needs are so great.

Our church is helping support Andy and our missions board as they work
to share Christ in Baltimore.

Let’s pray for Andy and his family. And let’s ask the Lord to grow a church
that will stand strong for Christ in Baltimore.   



Valley Isle Fellowship CalendarValley Isle Fellowship Calendar

  
    21  9:00 am   1st Worship Service
        10:30 am   2nd Worship Service
               Childcare/Sunday School
        12:30 pm  Trustees Meeting
          5:00 pm   Reservations open
    22  6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online
    24  5:00 pm   Reservations close  
          6:30 pm   Youth Bible Study - online
    27  8:00 am   GriefShare Support Group
          4:00 pm   Womenʻs Ministry Study “Matchless”

    28  9:00 am   1st Worship Service
        10:30 am   2nd Worship Service
               Childcare/Sunday School
           5:00 pm   Reservations open

    1    6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online

    3    5:00 pm   Reservations close  
          6:30 pm   Youth Bible Study - online

    6    8:00 am   GriefShare Support Group

    7    9:00 am   1st Worship Service
        10:30 am   2nd Worship Service
               Childcare/Sunday School
          5:00 pm   Reservations open
   8     6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online
 10     5:00 pm   Reservations close  
          6:30 pm   Youth Bible Study - online

 13     8:00 am GriefShare Support Group

 14    9:00 am   1st Worship Service
        10:30 am   2nd Worship Service
               Childcare/Sunday School
          5:00 pm   Reservations open
 15     6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online
 17     5:00 pm   Reservations close  
          6:30 pm   Youth Bible Study - online

 20     8:00 am GriefShare Support Group
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Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808) 419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com

Livestream:  Valley Isle Fellowship

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

@VIFMaui

Valley Isle Fellowship
251 Pualalea Circle , Wailuku, HI  96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  fax: (808) 249-0235 - vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING SERVICES

1st Worship Service - 9:00 am
2nd Worship Service - 10:30 am

    Childcare/Sunday School for
infants to grade 5 

following 2nd service worship/praise time

 February 2021 February 2021

 March 2021 March 2021



Too Valuable To Give Up?
The Rich Young Man – Mark 10:17-31

I.  The  __________. – Mark 10:17-22

 A.  The young man ________________ the dialog.

 B.  He asks the overwhelming ______________ .

 C.  To ___________ and ___________ the commandments.

 D.  Must be  __________________.

 E.  What’s too ________?  What’s too ________?

II.  The _____________. – Mark 10:23-27

 A.   _____________, that for which you have an abundance of.

 B.  Eye of the _____________ and the _________________ for the rich.

 C.  What is _________________ for man is _______________ with God.

  1. Matthew 22:37-40

  2. Proverbs 3:5-6 

  3. 1 John 2:3-5

  4. 1 John 5:13 

III.  The __________________ . – Mark 10:28-31

 A.  An example of __________  ________  _________________ that weighs them 

  down.

 B.  Peter and Jesus goes beyond _______________ wealth.

 C.  Even the ______________  ______________  ____________________ do not 

  detract or distract from a vibrant and vital relationship with Jesus.

 D.  __________________ is in Heaven not here on earth.
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