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Focus On the Main Things
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

never believe that!  Finally another demon said, Let’s 
tell the people that God is alive and He is all that the 
Bible says He is, but don’t worry.  You don’t have 
to be concerned because all of His promises and His 
warnings will take a long time to fulfill.  Therefore, 
you have a lot of time so you don’t have to be so se-
rious about it.  Take your time and enjoy your lives.  
The devil’s immediate and joyful response was one 
of exhilaration and excitement as he said, That’s it!  
Go right now and execute that plan!
This story is fictional, but it may be an accurate de-
scription of the devil’s strategy.  So 
many Christians, including here in 
Valley Isle Fellowship, are not tak-
ing the commands and desires of 
our Lord very seriously.  We have 
been lulled into a satanic lullaby 
that has caused complacency and indifference to be 
deeply rooted in our lives and characters.  One of 
the ways that this becomes evident is by viewing the 
way that we become concerned and therefore care 
for people.  Scripture says 1 Corinthians 12:26-27 
(NLT) 26  If one part suffers, all the parts suffer with 
it, and if one part is honored, all the parts are glad. 
27  All of you together are Christ’s body, and each of 
you is a part of it.  This tells me that when we hear of 
a brother or sister in Christ who is in need, whether 
we know them or not, we need to lift them up to the 
Lord in prayer.  We then need to be sensitive to our 

As I write this article on Sunday evening, we are all 
trying to grasp the fact that Kobe Bryant, his daugh-
ter, and several others were killed in a horrible heli-
copter crash.  Kobe Bryant seemed to be bigger than 
life itself as a Basketball super star.  However, his 
death brings us to remember that life really has no 
promises that it can guarantee.
Much of our world mourns Kobe Bryant’s death 
by memorializing his amazing professional basket-
ball career.  However, my thoughts wonder if he is 
in heaven or hell today.  I know that we are not the 
judges, for God Himself will judge him.  I also won-
der about his daughter and the other passengers on 
that flight.  All of this makes me realize that we have 
to be ready to face eternity because we don’t know 
what the future holds.  Our life can end today and we 
have to be ready to face the judgment of our Lord, 
for He is the judge that will determine our eternities.  
The reason for concern about one’s eternity is be-
cause of the extreme joy of it or the 
extreme horror of it, and the fact 
that there is nothing in between.  It 
is either heaven or hell.  Complete 
union and fellowship with God almighty or complete 
separation from God and everything and everyone 
that is Godly.  Many have tried to water down the 
Gospel message so that it deceives people into a false 
sense of security.  
The story has been told of the devil trying to devise 
an attack on mankind.  He gathered all of his demons 
together to gather their thoughts on a best strategy.  
One demon said, Let’s spread a rumor that God is 
dead.  The devil’s thoughtful and reflective response 
was that the people would never believe it.  Another 
demon said, Let’s tell the people that God is a liar who 
will never be true to his promises.  The devil’s imme-
diate and stern response was that they will certainly 
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Lord’s leading and then lovingly do all that our Lord would lead and instruct us to do.  I see us reaching 
out with great generosity to those who we know, but maybe not even praying for those that we don’t know.  
I also, see that we are not rising up to move in obedience to share the load of ministry.  Because we are 
the body of Christ, if we were to all faithfully and obediently give ourselves to all that He leads us to, then 
all of Valley Isle Fellowship’s needs would be provided for.  However, nearly all of our ministries lack 
the manpower that is necessary, so a few faithful carry the burden and even though they come very close 
to burnout.  Caring for the physical needs of the church has also fallen on just a few people.  Some assist 
occasionally and that is greatly appreciated.  However, consistent and faithful service is necessary.  Let 
me just illustrate one point.  As the rains have returned, we see that God has blessed 
us with very hearty weeds that grow very quickly.  We have heard complaints that 
criticize us for being poor caretakers of the property that God has given to us.  Dur-
ing the months that we were experiencing drought, it was not so bad.  But now that 
the rains have returned, we are pressed to keep up with all the weeds that grow on our nearly 15 acres.  
Everything from maintaining our equipment to going out and using the equipment that God has blessed 
us with has fallen on the shoulders of only a few.  If we believe that God has given us this property, then 
we should be living up to our responsibilities.  Luke 12:48 (NLT)  But someone who does not know, and 
then does something wrong, will be punished only lightly. When someone has been given much, much 
will be required in return; and when someone has been entrusted with much, even more will be required.
Dear people, the death of Kobe Bryant and all of the others on that flight should be mourned.  Let it also 
cause us to be reminded of the things that are important.  Let it finally cause us to rethink the things that 
we need to refocus our lives on.

   *  *  *  *  *

Websites from Last Sunday Sermon Notes: Jesus, Take All of Me
Todd Graham – New UH Football Coach

https://www.athletesforgod.com/todd-graham/page-2

Sheep Among Wolves Volume II (Official Feature Film) at about 1:16:45
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9SAPOLKF59U&t=1216s

Ukrainian believers: ‘Standing on our knees’
by Nicole Leigh, posted Friday, October 11, 2019 (3 months ago)

http://bpnews.net/53744/ukrainian-believers-standing-on-our-knees



Help support BCCM as 
representatives of 

Valley Isle Fellowship
 in the Spam Jamz Event.  
You just need to have a 

competitive spirit. Just two 
people for our VIF team!
See Ann for your fundraising envelope.
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Announcements

Church Work Day
Saturday, February 29,2020

8am-12pm
Please come and lend a hand to 
build shelves, clean and organize 

the storage containers.

Church Cleaning Schedule

Week of February 6 - 8
Team 4

Wendy I, Lynette K, Jennifer B, 
Jennifer R*, Paul R

Week of  February 13 - 15
Team 5

Carol Sn, Makanani C, Margie B, 
Josie Y*

Week of  February  20 - 22
Team 6

Hubert I*, and the many hands 
that make light work

Week of  February 27 - 29
Team 1

Yeiko E, Elaine Y, Teri C,
Cathy D, Kenneth K, Lucille K*

*Key Monitor
Sign-up on the back table 

to be a part of this
ministry. 

         Childcare Ministry Schedule

 Today  Feb. 2    Team 4: Joanne R,  Jezra S,  Kayla R,
                   Kaitlyn R

 Feb. 9    Team 5: Carol S,  Drezen F,  Davin G, 
       Jadelyn V, Shya F

 Feb. 16  Team 1: Karen F,  Alysha F,  Melanie F

             Feb. 23  Team 2: Wendy C, Rihanna V,  Lauryn I, 
       Riley S

           March 1   Team 3: Francis C,  Char C,  Wayne S



MISSION NEWS

NAMB Missionary Spotlight:

Cincinnati, OH

1,627,522 People live in 
metro Cincinnati

76% of the population is
estimated as lost

1 SBC church for every
10,500 Cincinnati residents

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer

https://www.imb.org/pray/

*Turks of Central Anatolia and the Black Sea Coast
(an-uh-TOHL-yuh) - A believer met a new person in the neighborhood park, and they quickly became friends. The 
two women got together often to chat over tea. On one occasion, the friend started asking questions about why 
some Muslim women are covered and some aren’t. As they continued to talk, the believer was able to have her 
friend read John 4. The friend read about the Woman at the Well, and she grew more and more interested. She told 
the believer that she had never seen a New Testament before and didn’t know that it was available in her language! 
She was encouraged to take the Bible home so that they could start reading it together. Please pray for these two 
women, asking that the reading of God’s Word will transform lives.* Amazon Peoples of the Amazon River Basin
* Malong of the Philippines
(mah-LONG) - Give thanks to God for the Malong man who asked to be taken to the water to show the symbolic 
picture of his old life and the new life that he is living. Ask the Father to continue to teach him truth from the Word, 
and pray for the training that he is receiving from workers in his communities. Pray that he will tell other neighbors 
about his life change.
* East Asian Peoples
As a new year dawns, many East Asians will try to fulfill new hopes and dreams, which they will find are constantly 
changing and difficult to satisfy. Many will do what they can to find peace within family, in the world, and with 
the spirits. Yet peace remains just beyond their reach. Offerings made to various gods and ancestors may bring 
temporary feelings of peace, but they must be repeated monthly or annually. Pray that this year, a multitude of 
East Asians will find true hope in Jesus, the only source of lasting peace. Pray that they will do whatever it takes 
to make this truth their own.
* Circassians of the Diaspora
(sir-KAY-she-uns) - The entirety of the Good News was shared with Iris.* She was very open to discussing Jesus as 
God’s Son as well as his death, burial, and resurrection. Pray for the seeds that have been sown in Iris’s life, asking 
that she will come to accept Jesus as her Savior and Lord. (*name changed)
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“Pray for the spiritual, emotional and physical well being of our planters and their families.  Pray the multiplication 
efforts of our planters would bear much fruit.  Pray God would bring more partners alongside our planters.” 
- Travis Smalley, Cincinnati Send City Missionary



Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar

     February 2020
      1  8:00 am - GriefShare Support Group 
      2  9:00 am - Worship Service
            10:30 am - Sunday School
     6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study    
      3  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
      5  6:30 pm - Youth Night 
      8  8:00 am - GriefShare Support Group 
      9  9:00 am - Worship Service
            10:30 am - Sunday School
            12:00 pm - Trusteesʻ Meeting
     6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study    
     10  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
     12  6:30 pm - Youth Night 
     15  8:00 am - GriefShare Support Group 
     16  9:00 am - Worship Service

            10:30 am - Sunday School
     6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study    
     17  Presidentʻs Day Holiday -  Office Closed
              6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
     19  6:30 pm - Youth Night 
     22  8:00 am - GriefShare Support Group 
     23  9:00 am - Worship Service
            10:30 am - Sunday School
     6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study    
     24  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
     26  6:30 pm - Youth Night 
     29  8:00 am - GriefShare Support Group 
  8:00 am - Church Work Day

   March 2020
       1  9:00 am - Worship Service
            10:30 am - Sunday School

Valley Isle Fellowship
1033 Waiale Rd. - PO Box 886,  Wailuku, HI 96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SERVICE

Worship Service - 9:00 am

Sunday School - 10:30 am

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808)419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com

SUNDAY EVENING SERVICE
Worship/Study 6:00 pm
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Livestream Valley Isle Fellowship

Would you like be a member of Valley Isle Fellowship?    
Call the office at 244-0865 to get a membership packet of reading materials, then schedule a membership class.

Church Office Hours
Office Hours are from 7am-12 noon.  Please feel free to call for an appointment after hours or leave a message.

PRAYER MEETING 
MONDAY EVE.

6:30 PM



Who Will Reign?
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

I.   Be careful not to __________ _______________ God? – Acts 5:33-39

     A. Held a ___________ _________.

     B. Knew the ____________.

     C. Leave it/them in _________ __________.

     D. Don’t ___________ _____________ God.

     E. You ___________ _________ God.

II.  Be careful how you ______________ others. – Matthew 18:6-7

     A. The big _____________ is to cause the little to __________.

     B. Better to suffer great earthly ______________ rather than the

  ________________ of the Lord.

     C. _________________ are not criticized.

     D. It is the _____________ who is condemned.

III. Nothing and no one can be before Him. – Matthew 10:35-39

     A. Who is in __________ __________ in your life. 

     B. This forces the ____________ ___________.

     C. Fiercest battle is for ________ to be in first place on your priority list.

     D. All this is______________. 

         - For it will determine who you will _________ and _________.
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