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An Intense Battle Has Begun
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

allow Jesus to have control of over my times of com-
munion and prayer with Him.
Last week was also a struggle because I knew that I 
had to stop doing things just when it was convenient.  
This meant giving up my calendar and schedule to 
Him.  Unless I could determine that the Lord was 
against something, I needed to commit to joyously 
say “yes” to Him.  Unexpected interruptions were 
abundant.  However, I had to address each of those 
interruptions and determined whether God was in-
structing me to sacrifice or not.  There were times 
when I evaluated correctly and put all of 
my energies to what God had instructed 
and there were other times when I was an 
utter failure.  However, I know that I can-
not give up and I have to battle against laziness and 
self-will.  I need to be the man of prayer, sacrifice, 
and diligence that He desires me to be.
Whenever we say “yes” to Jesus, the devil is not  
happy and he will do all in his power to battle against 
that commitment to Jesus.  If God met with you in 
a special way during the course of this past week, 
then the devil has already begun to attack you.  He 
will discourage you by causing you to focus on all of 
your faults rather than on the loving and saving grace 
of Jesus.  He will cause you to believe that since 
you have already failed, you will never succeed, but 
Jesus is saying to you, “let Me pick you up and let 
Me place My yoke upon you because My yoke is 
light and easy.”  Jesus is saying that He will help 

All of last week was a 
struggle because of the 
message that God placed 
on me to deliver to you.  I 

knew that I couldn’t just deliver a message!  I knew 
that in order to deliver this message that God desired, 
then I would have to become a big part of this mes-
sage.  This meant that I had to allow God to work in 
me before He could work through the message that 
He was convicting me about.  God has been dealing 
with me over the past weeks and finally last week I 
had to make a decision.  I had to decide whether or 
not I would allow God to work out His desires in me.  
All of the week starting with Feb. 2nd was a struggle 
for me.  I knew I had to be a man of prayer and I 
wasn’t.  I knew that I had to be a man of sacrifice, but 
I knew that I wasn’t.  I knew that I had to be a man of 
diligence, but I wasn’t.
Seeking after the Lord more fervently, especially in 
the area of prayer, was very challenging and difficult.  
Time became a big issue.  It could have controlled 
me or I would have to control it.  That was my con-
clusion.  But God began to work on me.  It was as if 
God would knock on the door of my heart and gently 
say to me, “Now is the time when I 
want to converse and fellowship with 
you.”  It suddenly became appar-
ent to me that I needed to give Him 
the freedom to meet with me at His 
pleasure!  I began to yield to His leading and I  
began to pray whenever He woke me up and brought 
concerns and issues to pray about.  Stopping to pray 
while I was driving, while I was reading and study-
ing, and even when I was just being idle, became a 
commonplace by the end of the week.  I still have 
a very long way to go in being the man of prayer 
that I know I need to become, but that journey has 
begun.  I will need to constantly fight the good fight to 
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you and He will carry the heavy load so that your load is 
doable.  You see, He already knows that you are not 
perfect and that you have failed already, but He is also 
ready to forgive and restore you.  The significant and vital 
perspective is to see Jesus’ willingness, desire, and power 
to redeem and sanctify us.  His love for us is deeper than 
the deepest ocean and higher than the highest heavens.  
“Yes,” we don’t deserve it, but thank God that He desires 
it.  If we are willing to fight the battle and to become the men and women that He desires us to be, imagine 
the glory and honor that we could possibly give to Him?  Doesn’t He deserve all of the glory and honor 
that we are able to direct to Him?  His love for us is far greater than any love that we have ever given to 
Him.  I want to encourage you to fight the good battle in following through on being the person of change 
who will narrow and maybe even close the “gap” between what God desires of us and what we do and 
desire.  God bless you all as you fight the good fight!!!
   *  *  *  *  *
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Announcements

Please view the following information:
https://www.fathomevents.com
We have been able to arrange for one 

showing of this movie/documentary here on Maui.  
Here is the info:

     Date:  Monday, Feb. 24th
     Time:  7 PM
     Place:  Regal Maui Megaplex (Maui Mall)
     Cost:  $13 + tax

Dear People of VIF,
Valley Isle Fellowship has guaranteed 50 tickets and therefore we have invited the other Maui County Baptist 
Association Churches to come in with us.  We are checking to see if they will be able to accommodate more than 50, 
but if not, it will be a first come, first served basis.  I believe that God is moving in a new and different way in Valley 
Isle Fellowship and I believe this movie event could be used by the Lord to move us further into a genuine Revival.  
I want to encourage you to come, if you can. May the Lord bless you, and keep you, and use you for His glory.
Yours in Christ,
Stephen

Our Creator gave us the responsibility to 
maintain this property as good stewards. 

It is a large responsibility. 
Won’t you lend a helping hand as 
many hands make LIGHT work.  
Call the office at 244-0865



Announcements
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Church Cleaning Schedule
Week of  February  20 - 22

Team 6
Hubert I*, and the many hands 

that make light work

Week of  February 27 - 29
Team 1

Yeiko E, Elaine Y, Teri C,
Cathy D, Kenneth K, Lucille K*

Week of  March 5- 7
Team 2

Paul Y*, Linda Y, Loida P, Ruth M, 
Jean K, Elisa R.

Week of  March 12-14
Team 3

Mickie A*, Ann M, Carol S, Phyllis N,
Ken S, George A.

*Key Monitor
Sign-up on the back table 

to be a part of this
ministry. 

         Childcare Ministry Schedule

 Today  Feb. 16  Team 1: Karen F,  Alysha F,  Melanie F

             Feb. 23  Team 2: Wendy C, Rihanna V,  Lauryn I, 
       Riley S

           March 1   Team 3: Francis C,  Char C,  Wayne S

          March 8    Team 4: Joanne R,  Jezra S,  Kayla R,
                   Kaitlyn R

          March 15  Team 5: Carol S,  Drezen F,  Davin G, 
       Jadelyn V, Shya F



MISSION NEWS

NAMB Missionary Spotlight:

Collegiate Church Planting

Millions of students 
populate the campuses of 

colleges and universities across 
North America every year.

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer

https://www.imb.org/pray/

* Outer Rim People of East Asia
“This month, we are celebrating St. Valentine’s Day in honor of a Christian martyr. While most people think of 
Valentine’s Day as a day to celebrate love and flying babies with arrows, we know that the day actually commemo-
rates the brave Christian leader who died because he refused to renounce his faith in Christ. This year, please pray 
for those who believe in reincarnation, thinking that they are locked in an endless cycle of death and rebirth into 
suffering. Ask God that they will come to know his true love and the purpose of being his children.”
* East Asian Peoples
Some businesses in China will return to a new normal this week while others remain closed. Hubei Province, the 
center of the coronavirus outbreak, remains isolated from the rest of the country and the rest of the world. This has 
been referred to as sacrificing Hubei in order to save the world from the virus. To the world, this is well accepted, 
but to the nearly 60 million people in Hubei, this is frightening. Hospitals in the capital of Wuhan are overwhelmed, 
understaffed, and running out of supplies. Hospitals in smaller cities are even less prepared for what is happen-
ing. People with normal medical issues avoid going to the hospital for fear of getting the virus, yet they cannot go 
elsewhere because of the lockdown. These people are not just a number; they have names, families, futures. And 
they are afraid. They have possibly heard bits and pieces of the gospel in the past. Pray that God will bring to their 
minds the truth that Jesus was a sacrifice for the world, and that through his death and resurrection, we can receive 
eternal life. In these days of uncertainty, pray for exponential kingdom growth as millions who are faced with their 
own mortality will turn their eyes and hearts to Jesus, the only one who can give them hope as they face an uncer-
tain future. Pray for Christians there to boldly continue proclaiming God’s truth and for his peace to fill hearts that 
are currently held captive by fear.
* Mixtecs of Guerrero, Mexico
(MEEKS-teks, geh-REH-roh) - Please pray for the perseverance of the Mixtec believers in Southern Guerrero. 
Pray that they will continue to grow in their faith and that many new followers of Christ will emerge. Please pray 
for boldness for the believers to share their faith with nonbelieving villagers.
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Ask God to raise up pastors and leaders who will plant churches on, or near, every university or college campus in 
North America.  Pray for a generation of college students who choose majors and vocations that will enable them 
to help plant churches in North America.  Pray that every college student involved in a Southern Baptist church or 
collegiate ministry can lead at least one person to Christ before he or she graduates from college.



Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar

     February 2020
     16  9:00 am - Worship Service
            10:30 am - Sunday School
     6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study    
     17  President̒ s Day Holiday -  Office Closed
              6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
     19  6:30 pm - Youth Night 
     22  8:00 am - GriefShare Support Group 
     23  9:00 am - Worship Service
            10:30 am - Sunday School
     6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study    
     24  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting-Cancelled 
  7:00 pm - Free Burma Rangers Movie 
       (Maui Mall)
     26  6:30 pm - Youth Night 
     29  8:00 am - GriefShare Support Group 
  8:00 am - Church Work Day

   March 2020
       1  9:00 am - Worship Service
            10:30 am - Sunday School
     6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study    
       2     6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
       4  6:30 pm - Youth Night 
       7  8:00 am - GriefShare Support Group 
       8  9:00 am - Worship Service
            10:30 am - Sunday School
            12:00 pm - Trusteesʻ Meeting
     6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study    
     9  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
     11  6:30 pm - Youth Night 
     14  8:00 am - GriefShare Support Group
     15  9:00 am - Worship Service
            10:30 am - Sunday School

Valley Isle Fellowship
1033 Waiale Rd. - PO Box 886,  Wailuku, HI 96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SERVICE

Worship Service - 9:00 am

Sunday School - 10:30 am

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808)419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com

SUNDAY EVENING SERVICE
Worship/Study 6:00 pm
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Livestream Valley Isle Fellowship

Would you like be a member of Valley Isle Fellowship?    
Call the office at 244-0865 to get a membership packet of reading materials, then schedule a membership class.

Church Office Hours
Office Hours are from 7am-12 noon.  Please feel free to call for an appointment after hours or leave a message.

PRAYER MEETING 
MONDAY EVE.

6:30 PM



Desperately Needing Renewal
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

I.   ____________. – Proverbs 1:24-25

     A. The Lord _________ you and __________ you often.

 - You _________ come to Him.

     B. The Lord ____________ ________ to you.

 - You pay _______ _____________.

     C. The Lord is _____________ and ______________.

II.  ___________________. – Deuteronomy 29:19-20

     A. Understanding the warning, but ___________________ themselves.

 1. Think they are __________, but they are __________.

 2. Leads to utter __________.

      B. The Lord will never ___________.

 1. His anger and jealousy will _________ against them.

 2. His curses will __________ down on them.

 3. Their names ___________.

III. ______________. – Deuteronomy 1:26 & Deuteronomy 1:31-32

     A. Rebelled by ______________.

 1. ________ ___________ – no excuse.

 2. Fear (__________ ________ ___________) – no excuse.

 3. __________ ___________ – no excuse.

     B. Already experienced the Lord’s __________ and _______________.

     C. The root cause:

 1. Lack of _________.

 2. Lack of __________.
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Desperately Needing Renewal
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Continued -

IV. The __________. – 1 Corinthians 6:11 & 1 Corinthians 6:9-10

     A. ___________ is highly possible.

     B. __________ (sin) leaves you out of the Kingdom of God.

     C. Litany of some __________________ sins:

     D. ________________ and ____________.

     E. Confession without renewal is ______________. 

        – Matthew 7:21  

 – 1 John 2:3-5  

     

Notes:
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