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The Quality of LoveThe Quality of Love
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

constant and pervasive that many yield to this attack constant and pervasive that many yield to this attack 
and take their eyes off of Jesus.  Whenever they take and take their eyes off of Jesus.  Whenever they take 
their eyes off of Jesus, discord and distress always their eyes off of Jesus, discord and distress always 
follow closely behind.  This kind of distraction is very follow closely behind.  This kind of distraction is very 
discouraging and disruptive.  Just like when a brief discouraging and disruptive.  Just like when a brief 
moment of distraction gets one into an auto accident.  moment of distraction gets one into an auto accident.  
One of the devil’s powerful distractions is to get people One of the devil’s powerful distractions is to get people 
infatuated and enamored with someone else.  Keeping infatuated and enamored with someone else.  Keeping 
your eyes on Jesus and your heart vitally connected to your eyes on Jesus and your heart vitally connected to 
Jesus is of utmost importance that if the devil can get you Jesus is of utmost importance that if the devil can get you 
to be enamored and infatuated with someone else, then to be enamored and infatuated with someone else, then 
you have in effect taken your eyes off of Jesus.you have in effect taken your eyes off of Jesus.
John 14:6 (NLT)John 14:6 (NLT)  66 Jesus told him, “I am the way, the  Jesus told him, “I am the way, the 
truth, and the life. No one can come to the Father except truth, and the life. No one can come to the Father except 

through me.” through me.”  His way is the  His way is the 
only way for we, who are only way for we, who are 
committed to Jesus Christ.  He committed to Jesus Christ.  He 
is the way, the truth, and the life is the way, the truth, and the life 
and the devil knows that. So and the devil knows that. So 
anything and everything that he anything and everything that he 
can do to cause you to lose your can do to cause you to lose your 
focus on Jesus, he will do it.  focus on Jesus, he will do it.  

He will even use something good like loving and caring He will even use something good like loving and caring 
for someone to distract you and to detach you from Jesus for someone to distract you and to detach you from Jesus 
Christ.  Honoring the Lord by loving Him with all of Christ.  Honoring the Lord by loving Him with all of 
your heart, mind, and soul will cause you to experience your heart, mind, and soul will cause you to experience 
His love in all of its fullness and glory.His love in all of its fullness and glory.
Today is Valentine’s Day and I want to encourage you to Today is Valentine’s Day and I want to encourage you to 
focus on loving Jesus and fully appreciating the love that focus on loving Jesus and fully appreciating the love that 
He has directed to you.  He loves you more than anyone He has directed to you.  He loves you more than anyone 
here on earth and He has proven His love to and for you here on earth and He has proven His love to and for you 

VValentine’s Day is a time when “love” is emphasized.  alentine’s Day is a time when “love” is emphasized.  
Love of any kind is emphasized and Love of any kind is emphasized and 
epitomized.  A box of chocolates, epitomized.  A box of chocolates, 
a bouquet of flowers, and a special a bouquet of flowers, and a special 
dinner are standards among many who dinner are standards among many who 
celebrate Valentine’s Day.  In too many celebrate Valentine’s Day.  In too many 
situations, the quality of love that is situations, the quality of love that is 
emphasized and epitomized is very superficial and can emphasized and epitomized is very superficial and can 
actually be very demeaning.  This kind of superficial actually be very demeaning.  This kind of superficial 
love can turn the people that we are trying to express our love can turn the people that we are trying to express our 
love to as simply physical objects to be used and abused.  love to as simply physical objects to be used and abused.  
Many who are wrapped up in this kind of love don’t Many who are wrapped up in this kind of love don’t 
even realize what they are giving themselves to until it even realize what they are giving themselves to until it 
becomes hurtful and destructive to them personally.becomes hurtful and destructive to them personally.
As an old song goes, many are looking for love in all As an old song goes, many are looking for love in all 
the wrong places.  Real love is the kind of love that is the wrong places.  Real love is the kind of love that is 
advocated in the Bible.  advocated in the Bible.  John 15:12-13 (NLT)John 15:12-13 (NLT)  1212 This  This 
is my commandment: Love each other in the same way is my commandment: Love each other in the same way 

I have loved you. I have loved you. 1313 There is no greater  There is no greater 
love than to lay down one’s life for one’s love than to lay down one’s life for one’s 
friends. friends.  This kind of deep sacrificial love  This kind of deep sacrificial love 
is the real kind of love that people are is the real kind of love that people are 
really searching for.  This kind of love lasts really searching for.  This kind of love lasts 
for eternity and will endure all trials and for eternity and will endure all trials and 
challenges.  This kind of love is fleshed challenges.  This kind of love is fleshed 

out and detailed in greater degree:  out and detailed in greater degree:  1 Corinthians 13:4-1 Corinthians 13:4-
7 (NLT)7 (NLT)  44 Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous  Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous 
or boastful or proud or boastful or proud 55 or rude. It does not demand its  or rude. It does not demand its 
own way. It is not irritable, and it keeps no record of own way. It is not irritable, and it keeps no record of 
being wronged. being wronged. 66 It does not rejoice about injustice but  It does not rejoice about injustice but 
rejoices whenever the truth wins out. rejoices whenever the truth wins out. 77 Love never gives  Love never gives 
up, never loses faith, is always hopeful, and endures up, never loses faith, is always hopeful, and endures 
through every circumstance. through every circumstance.  If this quality of love  If this quality of love 
were experienced in all of our relationships (in families, were experienced in all of our relationships (in families, 
friendships, and acquaintances) then this world would friendships, and acquaintances) then this world would 
be a far better place and each person would experience a be a far better place and each person would experience a 
higher quality of life in all aspects.higher quality of life in all aspects.
Where the love and grace of Jesus Christ has impacted Where the love and grace of Jesus Christ has impacted 
people, in all situations the inner quality of life has people, in all situations the inner quality of life has 
greatly improved.  However, the attack of the devil is greatly improved.  However, the attack of the devil is 
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over and over again.  Yes, on this day dedicated to love, do love those around you but don’t allow that kind of love over and over again.  Yes, on this day dedicated to love, do love those around you but don’t allow that kind of love 
to distract and detach you from fully loving Jesus Christ.  He is one from whom true love flows from.  God bless to distract and detach you from fully loving Jesus Christ.  He is one from whom true love flows from.  God bless 
you all as you focus your love on Him who loved us first and sacrificed all in loving us.  you all as you focus your love on Him who loved us first and sacrificed all in loving us.  

- 2 -

Childcare/Sunday School Childcare/Sunday School 
during our 10:30 service 

Age 3-5 years
Overflow Lanai

1st grade-5th grade 
Fellowship Lanai

Contact 
Steffen(264-0397) or 

Josie (264-8142)
for more information

GRIEF SHARE 
SUPPORT GROUP

Sessions run 
January 9 - April 10 

13 Saturdays 8 am- 10 am 
@ Valley Isle Fellowship

-- masks are required --
GriefShare seminars and 
support groups are led 

by people 
who understand 

what you are going through 
and want to help. 
You’ll gain access 

to valuable GriefShare 
resources 

to help you recover 
from your loss and 

look forward 
to rebuilding your life. 

Register online 
@ www.griefshare.org

or contact Don Booth 
@ (808)495-1628

Brochures on the back wall 
Cost  $10

Monday nightsMonday nights 
6:30 p.m.6:30 p.m.

For log-in information 
contact 

Pastor Stephen 
(808)419-8100

Who is Annie Armstrong?????Who is Annie Armstrong?????



Feel God pulling you into 
deeper fellowship with 

the family?
Wondering how 

He could use you to 

LOVE GOD
LOVE HIS CHURCH 
LOVE HIS WORLD?

WAYS to be INVOLVED:
MINISTRIES    SMALL GROUPS  

CLEANING      YARD WORK

Contact the Church Office 
(244-0865) 

or see Neil Nakama
to get plugged in

AnnouncementsAnnouncements

Youth Bible StudyYouth Bible Study
(grades 6-12)(grades 6-12)

Weekly Bible Study 
6:30 p.m 

Wednesday nights
on zoom.us

Contact Wesley Kiaha 
(808)281-4231

for more information
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Interested in becoming a church member of 
Valley Isle Fellowship?

  

1.  Contact the Church Office at 244-0865 (or Clarice 
  @ 808-463-9981) for a Membership packet. 
  2.  Once youʻve reviewed the documents, set-up an     
  appointment (about 2 hours) to meet with 
  Pastor Stephen. 
  3.  Review Valley Isle Fellowship By-Laws Article 1: 

       Authority, Section I through VII.
  4.  Review and sign Registration Card and Membership
      Covenant.



MISSION NEWS
North American Missions Board  (NAMB) Missionary Spotlight

International Mission Board
Pray

https://www.imb.org/prayer-list/?searchtype=all

• Nigeria - A lack of hope can sometimes feel very overwhelming. The way things move so slowly, the way things lead to 
dead end after dead end, and the general sense of “there is nothing we can do to change this” can be very disheartening. Pray 
for hope to come to the hearts of the people of Nigeria this month, and ask that the Lord will draw them to know His Son as 
the true hope for all.

• Muslim Sindhis of South Asia - (SIN-dees) - The Lord is at work in the interior of the Sindh province in Pakistan. People 
are coming to faith in Christ. Please lift up these new brothers and sisters, and pray for their growth in their newfound faith. 
Intercede for these believers as they learn what it means to be part of the body of Christ. Pray for them to figure out creative 
ways to meet with one another. Some of these new believers are facing pressure from family members and their communities 
to renounce their faith in Christ. Ask that these new brothers and sisters will not grow weary and that their faith will be 
strengthened. “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me” (Philippians 4:13 NKJV).

• Chennai, India - (chin-NIGH) - “Why do the nations rebel and the peoples plot in vain? The kings of the earth take their 
stand, and the rulers conspire together against the Lord and His Anointed One” (Psalm 2:1-2 HCSB). The evil one does not 
want the church to thrive during challenging times. Pray for the humbling of any authority that raises itself up against Jesus 
Christ and His ways. Pray that city governing bodies will make decisions that benefit the church.

• Students in Malaysia - May* is a believer in a local church in Malaysia. When COVID-19 brought the country into 
lockdown and all in-person activities moved online, May and her young adult small group from church began to gather 
virtually for their weekly meetings. May is connected to a local university and began to feel concerned for the international 
students she had met, who were now stuck in isolation in a foreign country. She began inviting these international students 
to her small group’s virtual Bible studies, and one by one, more and more seeking students joined the group. The group has 
been reaching out to international students for many months now, and they were even able to gather in person for a Christmas 
celebration last December. Praise God for moving May to reach out in His love to the international students in a time of great 
challenge. Ask that He will use each small group interaction to reveal Himself to seekers and give believers a clearer vision 
and stronger passion for how to reach the lost around them. (*name changed)
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Boston, MA

6,044,398
people live in 
metro Boston

87% 
of the population is 

estimated as lost

1 SBC church for every
35,979

Boston residents

“Pray for growing diversity and an increasing number of Multiplying Churches as we make Christ known, living out 
our vision to see Godʻs will be done ʻin greater Boston as it is in Heaven.ʻ” - David Butler, Boston Send City Missionary



52 Sundays
Celebrating the global impact our church is making through                                                     

Cooperative Program supported missions
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Today in our prayer time, we will pray for two of our missionaries we’ll call 
Victor and Madeline. They serve in Chiang Mai, Thailand. But they are there 
to reach the many Deaf people in that large city. Our church’s Cooperative 
Program giving helps them serve there.

Victor and Madeline have planted a new church for Deaf people. But they 
also teach Deaf people to plant new Deaf churches.

When we see translating for the Deaf into sign language, we may assume 
all sign language is the same. No, there are many types of sign language 
around the world.

Two local Deaf people, Sombai and Alisara attended a church which provided 
signed interpretation of messages.

But the church used a slow word-for-word system that was hard for the 
two to follow. They saw that the Hawhornes use Thai Sign Language to 
translate the Bible exactly — and they understood. Sombai and Alisara 
became part of the new church. Then the Hawthornes trained them to go 
plant a new church for the Deaf.

Let’s pray for Victor and Madeline, because we want everyone to hear the 
gospel — whatever that takes!



Valley Isle Fellowship CalendarValley Isle Fellowship Calendar

  
     14  9:00 am   1st Worship Service
        10:30 am   2nd Worship Service
               Childcare/Sunday School
          5:00 pm   Reservations open
    15  Presidentʻs Day - office closed
          6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online

    17  5:00 pm   Reservations close  
          6:30 pm   Youth Bible Study - online
    20  8:00 am   GriefShare Support Group
          4:00 pm   Womenʻs Ministry Study “Matchless”

    21  9:00 am   1st Worship Service
        10:30 am   2nd Worship Service
               Childcare/Sunday School
        12:30 pm  Trustees Meeting
          5:00 pm   Reservations open
    22  6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online
    24  5:00 pm   Reservations close  

          6:30 pm   Youth Bible Study - online
    27  8:00 am   GriefShare Support Group
          4:00 pm   Womenʻs Ministry Study “Matchless”

    28  9:00 am   1st Worship Service
        10:30 am   2nd Worship Service
               Childcare/Sunday School
           5:00 pm   Reservations open

    1    6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online
    3    5:00 pm   Reservations close  
          6:30 pm   Youth Bible Study - online

    6    8:00 am   GriefShare Support Group

    7    9:00 am   1st Worship Service
        10:30 am   2nd Worship Service
               Childcare/Sunday School
          5:00 pm   Reservations open
   8     6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online
 10     5:00 pm   Reservations close  
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Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808) 419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com

Livestream:  Valley Isle Fellowship

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

@VIFMaui

Valley Isle Fellowship
251 Pualalea Circle , Wailuku, HI  96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  fax: (808) 249-0235 - vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING SERVICES

1st Worship Service - 9:00 am
2nd Worship Service - 10:30 am

    Childcare/Sunday School for
infants to grade 5 

following 2nd service worship/praise time

 February 2021 February 2021

 March 2021 March 2021



Blind and Distorted Beliefs
(Jesus is not a fairytale and all of  His promises are true!)

2 Corinthians 4:4

I. Those who __________  ______________ are blind.
2 Corinthians 4:4b (NLT) b has blinded the minds of those who don’t believe

 A. They __________ and _____________ the truth.

 B. They call it a _________ or a ________________ .

 C. Call it ___________________ and/or philosophies.

 D. Accept ______________  ________ .

II. Those who are _____________ to see the glorious light.  2 Corinthians 4:4c 

 A. They _________________ and _______________ .

 B. They don’t take ________________ the Good News.

 C. They don’t take it ________________ .

 D. Sometimes they say that it is _________ but it is not _____________ .

 E. Many are simply _____________ .

  Matthew 24:24 and Matthew 7:21 

III. Those who believe are _______________ and  ______________ committed to Jesus.
Matthew 22:37-38 

 A. Their _____________ and _________________ makes a great difference.

 B. They seek to mature into Jesus’  ________________ .

 C. They seek to lovingly obey all of His _______________ .

 D. They are _____________ and  _________________ in Biblical living.

 E. Scriptural reminder:   Matthew 24:44-51 
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