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Great Love Creates Great Boldness
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

more and more, then I want to be more pleasing to 
Him with each passing day.  Pleasing Him causes 
me to seek to bring joy and fulfillment to Him.  In 
my relationship with Clarice, my wife, I often tell 
her, “I’m all about pleasing her!”  Even more so, I 
want to earnestly tell my Lord and Savior that, “I am 
all about pleasing Him!”  As I seek to become more 
and more pleasing to Him, I believe that boldness 
in publicly loving and pleasing Jesus will become 
more and more evident in my life.  I believe with 
all of my heart that this is a principle that we can all 
follow and put into practice everyday of our lives.  
To know Him is to please Him!  
This can be the undying theme of 
our lives as we seek to love Him 
and to mature in Him.  Don’t 
get wrapped up in so many do’s 
and don’ts.  Get wrapped up 
in loving Him, knowing Him, 
and pleasing Him.  Practice this daily.  I remember 
playing Pop Warner Football as a youngster and I 
distinctly remember all of my coaches telling me that 
the way you practice is the way that you will play in 
the game.  Therefore, I want to coach you by telling 
you that you need to study daily and put into daily 
practice knowing and pleasing our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ.  Practice hard so that you can love and 
please Him boldly in private and in public.
Jesus has done so much for all of us and He deserves 

Through out my past life, and even into my current 
life, I have struggled with being bold for Jesus.  I 
admire those who can stand for Christ boldly, in a 
very loving, but firm manner.  Every time I see that 
kind of example, I am moved to awe and wonder 
as I wish that I were more like those 
bold saints.  I tend to give all kinds of 
excuses for my failures to be lovingly 
bold, but to tell the truth, it is simply 
failing to stand for Christ.  
Throughout the years, I have seen some 
small improvements, but the emphasis 
is really on “small” improvements.  I have also seen 
that the most significant “small” improvements come 
when I make major improvements to fall more deeply 
in love with my Lord.  The more that I love the Lord, 
the more I lovingly obey Him.  Then the more I obey 
Him, the bolder I get to display that love in public.  
This kind of love drives away all fears that bind me.  
1 John 4:18 (NLT)  Such love has no fear, because 
perfect love expels all fear. If we are afraid, it is for 
fear of punishment, and this shows that we have not 
fully experienced his perfect love.
Therefore, if I truly want to get rid of the kind of fear 
that makes me retreat from displaying God’s love for 
and through me in public, then I need to work on fall-
ing more deeply in love with my Lord.  There are two 
aspects that I can truly work on in order to mature in 
my love for Him.  First, I can work on knowing Him 
intimately by studying His Word and by praying for 
the Holy Spirit’s guidance and power to understand 
and to apply His Word to my daily life.  Studying 
His Word will increase my intellectual knowledge of 
Him and praying will empower me to obey Him.  
By Knowing Him, then I can move on to the second 
point of Pleasing Him.  Pleasing Jesus has become 
so important to me because as I grow to love Him 

          continued on next page
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all of our love and obedience.  He looks beyond all of our faults and not only sees our needs, but He 
provides for all of our needs.  He makes the provisions for all of our needs even if we don’t deserve it.  We 
need to get wrapped up in and consumed in loving Jesus and seeking to bring pleasure to Him.  As you 
mature in loving and pleasing Him, you will experience His all sufficient grace and provision.  God bless 
you as you move on to be pleasing to Him.
     ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~     

NOW 
AVAILABLE 
Electronic giving
Text VIFMAUI 
to 77977 or go
to
VIFMAUI.com 
and click on the 
GIVE button at 
the top of the 
webpage.

You will be 
prompted to the 
rest of your 
information.

Waiale Elua(the affordable housing project just below us) is currently establishing a qualified applicant list.  
Applications need to be submitted by 4:00 PM on Friday, March 29, 2019.  This is a project intended for 1st time 
buyers whose annual household incomes are between $65,120 and $113,960.  The homes are being projected to 

cost between $310,120 and $650,000.  It is important to begin working on this in order for you to meet the 
deadline.  From this list of qualified applicants, a public lottery will be held.  

All of the correct information can be obtained on the website: https://waialehome.com.
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Official Announcement

Treasure the Privilege:
For many years, Valley Isle Fellowship has been privileged to have Pastor Darren Sarmiento as one of the 
precious servants that God has placed in our midst to love us, to lead us, and to serve us.  As we have all 
changed in many ways, so has Pastor Darren.  He has grown in his love and commitment to Jesus Christ 
and he has been a living example of all that he has been doing to lead us in Discipleship.  His growth and 
maturity has led him to this point where he believes that the Lord is leading him away from VIF.  He and 
Lani probably do not know at this time God’s whole plan for their futures, but they do know that they need 
to take this first step in loving obedience to Jesus Christ and step away from VIF.
Pastor Darren has not been fired or dismissed, but he is feeling God’s leadership to leave.  All of my 
attempts to try to persuade him to reconsider and to stay have actually been attempts to lead him away 
from God’s will in his life.  Therefore, as he leaves, he leaves as a friend and partner in the ministry whom 
God is leading into a different ministry.  My heart is broken over this change in relationships that is now 
taking place between Darren and myself.  Therefore, I can truly say that as he leaves, he is leaving as my 
brother in Christ, one whom I love deeply. 
All of you will be going through some changes in your relationships with Pastor Darren and Lani, but 
always remember that they are your brother and sister in Christ.  We need to continue to 
love them and pray for them.  Then if the Lord ever leads you to come along side of them 
to help them and to minister to them, be obedient to the Lord and come along side of them 
in love and grace. Let’s treasure the privilege that God has given us to know and to love 
the Sarmientos.
Let’s all be trophies of God’s grace as we move on to be the people that will bring glory
and honor to Him.  God bless you all.

Two Thirds World Network (TTWN) 

RUMMAGE SALE 
Saturday March 9, 2019

7am to 11am.
Maui Christian Academy 

425 High Street (Front Lawn)

TTWN will be holding a garage sale for Mission Outreach in South East Asia.  The mission field 
has grown from a basketball court in Santa, Ilocos Sur, Philippines, to all over Southeast Asia. This 
spring there is a planned trip in May to assist with VBS for new church plants in Northern Luzon.  
Your generosity in the past has helped spread God’s love in real and practical ways. We plan 
to collect items the week of the Garage Sale. So, if you find yourself ready to do a spring 
cleaning and wish to donate items to the mission field,. We are so very thankful. God Bless! 
PS  Don’t forget to come shopping too!!

To donate or for more information please contact Grace Motonaga 357-4553
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Announcements

Dear VIF family;
How blessed we are to be called Children of God.  How thankful to know He will supply all our needs.
Currently the US is in the middle of a government shutdown and there are many families in need of real and 
practical support.  We have an opportunity to reach out with a helping Hand to others in response to the good gifts 
God has given to us all the while pointing to Him and His great Love.
Currently we are looking for ways we can address the needs of those impacted by the shutdown. 
Here’s how you can help:  
o Identify people you know personally; family, friends, neighbors and come alongside them sharing resources 
you may have: Food, Finances, Childcare….let the Spirit lead, but be intentional about reaching out.  A lost and 
broken world needs you.
o Make an offering to the Benevolence Fund.  VIF is actively looking for ways to support those employed by 
various federal agencies and can utilize the fund to help those in need.
o There is a food drive for the next 3 weeks at VIF to help supply Maui Food Bank.  Bring nonperishable 
goods to church on Sundays. 
o In Philippians we see Paul express his gratitude for the love and care the Philippian church extends to him 
and how that is an extension of Gods Love for him through the fellowship.  It is a powerful testimony indeed.  Pray 
about ways you can be His instrument for such a time as this.

But whoever has the world’s goods, and sees his brother in need and closes his heart against him, how does the love 
of God abide in him? Little children let us not love with word or with tongue, but in deed and truth. 
1 John 3:17-18

For more Information please see Jennifer Bagoyo



Church Cleaning Schedule

Week of  February 7-9
Team 6

Hubert I*, Leslie T, Ernie P, Chad K, 

Week of  February 14-16
Team 1

Yeiko E, Elaine Y, Teri C, Cecile H, 
Cathy D, Kenneth K, Lucille K*

Week of  February 21-23
Team 2

Paul Y*, Linda Y, Loida P, Ruth M, 
Jean K, Elisa R.

Week of  February 28-March.2
Team 3

Mickie A*, Ann M, Carol S, Phyllis N,
Ken S, George A.

*Key Monitor
Sign-up on the back table 

to be a part of this
ministry. 

Announcements
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         Childcare Ministry Schedule

 Today    Feb 3     Team 4: Cheeng S, Jezra S, Joanne R.
      Kayla R, Kaitlyn R
               Feb. 10   Team 1: Christine B, Vija B, Rihanna V,
      Hawea R,
               Feb 17    Team 2: Wendy C, Karen F, Alysha F,  
       Melanie F, Lauryn I
               Feb..24   Team 3: Francis C, Jaydee G, Davin G,
       Char C, Wayne S

List of Services in Church
1.Ushers: Seat people, Offering & Tithes, Lord’s
 Supper.
2.Greeters: Greet people, pass out newsletter.
3.Hospitality: Coffee ministry, purchase & restocking 
paper products and bathroom supplies.
4.Sound team: Sound technicians.
5.Music Team: Musicians & singers.
6.Buildings and Landscaping team: Water grounds, 
misc. Maintenance of building.
7.Cleaning teams: Cleaning of Worship Center, 
bathrooms & lanais.
8.Children’s ministry Team: Teachers to teach age 
related classes, childcare.
9.Youth Ministry Team: Adult men and women to 
teach our youth.
10.Announcements team: Events or news.
11.Computer and PP team: Managing and input PP 
songs and sermons, learning and using new software.
12.Cameramen: Video service and take pictures at 
events, upload to website.
13.Website team: Maintain and update website.
14.SG Team Leaders: Disciple and lead a small 
group.
You may contact the church office for more information 
at (808) 244-0865

Announcements

Coffee Bar Ministry
Come and fellowship

(8 am - 9 am and 10:30 am - 11:30 am)
We welcome your favorite  dish to share



MISSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

NAMB Missionary Spotlight:
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PrayerConnect 
Connect with missionaries and chaplains by praying for them 

and their work, either through specific ministry prayer requests 
or on their birthdays

Eric Trout
10 24 2018 | Adel, Iowa
Eric Trout is the lead planter and pastor of Restora-
tion Church in Adele, Iowa. Restoration comes only 
through the gospel of Jesus Christ. Our prayer is that 
restoration comes vertically through a relationship with 
Christ and horizontally through relationships with other 
people. Would you pray that the people of Adel will 
come to realize their need for restoration and the saving 
knowledge of Jesus Christ?

Cody Deevers
01 16 2019 | Peoria, Ariz.
Cody Deevers is the church planter/pastor of Valley 
Life Church Arrowhead in Arizona. Please pray that 
God would: 1) give our members an uncommon hunger 
for Him over all things; 2) give our members an unfa-
miliar burden for their lost friends; 3) give our members 
an unusual delight and joy in serving.

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer

https://www.imb.org/pray/

* Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam-(HOE-chee-men) - 
Huong* has a secret. This secret is making her nervous. 
This past fall, she prayed to receive Jesus Christ as her 
personal Lord and Savior, and she has been meeting with 
a group of believers to be discipled. Some of her friends in 
the city know that she has become a follower of Jesus, but 
her family doesn’t know yet. That’s her secret. But the first 
week of February is the Lunar New Year (Tet) holiday and 
the most important holiday of the year for the Vietnamese 
people. Huong will be going back to her hometown and 
spending the holiday with her family, and she’s not sure 
how to tell them about her newfound faith. There is a high 
likelihood that her family will disapprove or even forbid 
her from following Jesus. Please pray that in these days 
leading up to the holiday, Huong will grow in her faith and 
God will give her the strength she needs to face the likely 
opposition of her family. Ask God to move in the hearts of 
her family members so that her testimony will draw them 
to want to know more about Jesus themselves. Pray that 
God will grow Huong’s faith even in the midst of persecu-
tion. (*name changed)
*Peoples of Northern Zambia-Pray for the youth of the 
Northern Province of Zambia to let go of African tradi-
tional religion and embrace Christianity. Pray that they 
will become a generation of true followers of Jesus.

4,824,250 
people live in metro Seattle

84.6% 
of the population is 

estimated as lost

1 SBC church for every 
25,798 Seattle residents

“Pray for collegiate church planting, especially for Dave Elliff as he leads Roots Community Church in the 
Roosevelt neighborhood of Seattle near the University of Washington.  Pray their church will continue to grow and 
they will reach the students effectively.”



Evening Worship Service Notes 
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

February 3, 2019
Valley Isle Fellowship

PM Service

Peace Through Jesus Christ

I.   Once on the outside. – Ephesians 2:11-12
     A. A message to the _____________.
     B. Once _____________ .
     C. Lived ___________ from Christ.
     D. Was once _____________  and _____________ .
     E. Once ______________ .

II.  Now on the inside. – Ephesians 2:13-14
     A. Now _____________ .
     B. Brought _________ .
     C. Brought __________ .

III. How Jesus did this. – Ephesians 2:15-18
     A. Brought in a ________ ___________ (sort of).
     B. Replaced ______________ with __________  .
 1. Brought together into ________ _________ .
 2. Brought together with ________ _____________ .
     C. Established only ________ ________ .
 1. There was once the _________________  system.
	 2.	The	sacrificial	system	is	___________	in	_________	.
 3. But the ________ ______________ for all sin has been __________ 
 and for _______ given.
 4. This was all because of God’s _________ and __________ .
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Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar

February 2019
        3   9:00 am - Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
  6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
        4 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
        6 6:30 pm - Youth Night
       10 9:00 am - Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
           12:00 pm - Trustees Meeting
   6:00 pm -  Evening Service/Study
      11 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
      13 6:30 pm - Youth Night
      17 9:00 am - Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
   6:00 pm -  Evening Service/Study
      18 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
         Presidents Day-Holiday- Office Closed
      20  6:30 pm - Youth Night
      24 9:00 am - Worship Service 

           10:30 am - Sunday School-Cancelled
   6:00 pm -  Evening Service/Study
      25 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
      27 6:30 pm - Youth Night

 March 2019
        1 5:30 pm - MOvinG Men of God Menʻs Ministry 
        3 9:00 am - Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
   6:00 pm -  Evening Service/Study
       4 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
       6 6:30 pm - Youth Night
       10 9:00 am - Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
           12:00 pm - Trustees Meeting
   6:00 pm -  Evening Service/Study
      11 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
      13 6:30 pm - Youth Night
      17 9:00 am - Worship Service 

Valley Isle Fellowship
1033 Waiale Rd., PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SERVICE

Worship Service - 9:00 am

Sunday School - 10:30 am
*  *  *  *  *

SUNDAY EVENING SERVICE
Worship/Study 6:00 pm

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

@VIFMaui

Associate Pastor
Darren Sarmiento

cell:  (808)757-1651
email:  darrens@vifmauihawaii.com

Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808)419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com
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Watch the AM service live on YouTube 
-Valley Isle Fellowship



Soils that God Sows In
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro
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I.   The Story.  Matthew 13:1-8
      A. _______________ and _____________ .
 1. Exclusive – one farmer and one seed.
     a. The farmer is ________ .
     b. The seed is the ___________ .
 2. Diverse – Four distinct soils.
     a. God offers the ____________ to _________ people.
     b. The different __________ represent people’s __________________ .
      B. Parables are veiled to those who make _________ ____________ .
      C. They ________ , but not really.
      D. They _________ , but not really.
      E. Is this parable just a __________ or does it have a _____________ __________ to you?

II.   The Explanation.  Matthew 13:18-23
       A. The hard soil – the ___________ heart.  Matthew 13:4 & 13:19
 1. Initially ___________ .
 2. They are _________ and ______________ to the gospel.
 3. Make it __________ for the devil to ____________ the gospel away.
 4. Becomes ____________ to the gospel.
       B. The rocky soil – the ________________ heart.  Matthew 13:5-6 & 13:20-21
 1. Initial appearance seems ___________ and ____________ .
 2. This kind of response is more _______________ without any __________ going deep.
 3. Their fall is an indication that they were not ______________ __________ .
 - 1 John 2:19 
       C. The thorny soil – the ____________ heart.  Matthew 13:7 & 13:22
 1. They seem to ____________ .
 2. But the __________ of the world lure them away into fruitlessness.
 3. Also, the ____________ of the world lure them away into fruitlessness.
 - Matthew 7:16-20 
       D. The good soil – the _____________ heart.  Matthew 13:8 and 13:23
 1. Those who _________ and _____________ .
 2. They become very _____________ .

III. The Application.   Matthew 13:9
      Matthew 13:9 (NLT) 9 Anyone with ears to hear should listen and understand.” 
       A. Should really ___________ and _______________ .
      B. Should __________ and be _______________  . 
      C. Application __________ to ________ .


