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Lessons LearnedLessons Learned
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

and the flood came and destroyed them all. and the flood came and destroyed them all. 2828  It will   It will 
be the same as it was in the days of Lot: People went be the same as it was in the days of Lot: People went 
on eating, drinking, buying, selling, planting, building. on eating, drinking, buying, selling, planting, building. 
2929  But on the day Lot left Sodom, fire and sulfur rained   But on the day Lot left Sodom, fire and sulfur rained 
from heaven and destroyed them all. from heaven and destroyed them all. 3030  It will be like   It will be like 
that on the day the Son of Man is revealed.that on the day the Son of Man is revealed.    Jude 1:7 Jude 1:7 
(NLT)(NLT)  77 And don’t forget Sodom and Gomorrah and their  And don’t forget Sodom and Gomorrah and their 
neighboring towns, which were filled with immorality neighboring towns, which were filled with immorality 
and every kind of sexual perversion. Those cities were and every kind of sexual perversion. Those cities were 
destroyed by fire and serve as a warning of the eternal destroyed by fire and serve as a warning of the eternal 
fire of God’s judgment. fire of God’s judgment. 
With so much evil and corruption all around us.  So much With so much evil and corruption all around us.  So much 
hatred and violence added to that.  And, finally, with hatred and violence added to that.  And, finally, with 
pleasure and contentment being marketed as the highest pleasure and contentment being marketed as the highest 
goals to achieve, we, as followers of Jesus Christ are goals to achieve, we, as followers of Jesus Christ are 
called upon to resist the call of the world and to lovingly called upon to resist the call of the world and to lovingly 
and faithfully respond in humble obedience to the Lord’s and faithfully respond in humble obedience to the Lord’s 
beckoning call.  He is calling us to Himself.  beckoning call.  He is calling us to Himself.  Matthew Matthew 
11:28-30 (NLT)11:28-30 (NLT)  2828  Then Jesus said, “Come to me, all   Then Jesus said, “Come to me, all 
of you who are weary and carry heavy burdens, and I of you who are weary and carry heavy burdens, and I 
will give you rest. will give you rest. 2929  Take my yoke upon you. Let me   Take my yoke upon you. Let me 
teach you, because I am humble and teach you, because I am humble and 
gentle at heart, and you will find rest gentle at heart, and you will find rest 
for your souls. for your souls. 3030  For my yoke is easy   For my yoke is easy 
to bear, and the burden I give you is to bear, and the burden I give you is 
light.”light.”  He is calling us to be yoked to   He is calling us to be yoked to 
Him.  When we are yoked or tied to Him.  When we are yoked or tied to 
Him, we will be close enough to lean Him, we will be close enough to lean 
on His resources.  To go where He on His resources.  To go where He 
goes and to do what He does.  We will find our identity goes and to do what He does.  We will find our identity 
and our reason for living in Him.  He truly is the way, the and our reason for living in Him.  He truly is the way, the 

IInn days of challenges and trials, last Sunday taught  days of challenges and trials, last Sunday taught 
me a lesson about challenges.  me a lesson about challenges.  
On Saturday I took my second On Saturday I took my second 
COVID-19 Moderna vaccine.  I COVID-19 Moderna vaccine.  I 
was fine through out Saturday and was fine through out Saturday and 
then about 8:00 PM I started to feel then about 8:00 PM I started to feel 
a little body ache.  I went to bed a little body ache.  I went to bed 
thinking that I would be fine in the thinking that I would be fine in the 
morning.  When I got up on Sunday, morning.  When I got up on Sunday, 

I was feeling a little worst.  A little headache.  A low-I was feeling a little worst.  A little headache.  A low-
grade temp.  A little body ache.  All of which I would grade temp.  A little body ache.  All of which I would 
have just ignored and gone about my regular activities, have just ignored and gone about my regular activities, 
but, in these special days with new precautions in place I but, in these special days with new precautions in place I 
decided to call upon Ken Sakai to fill in for me.  I thank decided to call upon Ken Sakai to fill in for me.  I thank 
him for doing a great job!him for doing a great job!
I got a little sick in order to help prevent a greater illness.  I got a little sick in order to help prevent a greater illness.  
Also, with my vaccination completed, I might be able to Also, with my vaccination completed, I might be able to 
prevent others from getting sick through me.  Getting prevent others from getting sick through me.  Getting 
a little sick actually prepared me for the larger storm a little sick actually prepared me for the larger storm 
that lies ahead.  If I was not willing to take this little that lies ahead.  If I was not willing to take this little 
challenge, I would be completely unprepared for the challenge, I would be completely unprepared for the 
storm ahead.storm ahead.
The spiritual lesson is that if we are not willing to take The spiritual lesson is that if we are not willing to take 
on the discomforts of life now, we will not be able to on the discomforts of life now, we will not be able to 
take on the storm that lies ahead of us.  The Bible tells us take on the storm that lies ahead of us.  The Bible tells us 
that as we come to the end of days, life will be extremely that as we come to the end of days, life will be extremely 
hard.  It will be so hard that even God’s elect, His chosen hard.  It will be so hard that even God’s elect, His chosen 
ones, will be fooled by lies and ones, will be fooled by lies and 
deception.  deception.  Matthew 24:24 (NLT) Matthew 24:24 (NLT) 
2424    For false messiahs and false For false messiahs and false 
prophets will rise up and perform prophets will rise up and perform 
great signs and wonders so as to great signs and wonders so as to 
deceive, if possible, even God’s deceive, if possible, even God’s 
chosen ones.chosen ones.  It will be days of   It will be days of 
unprecedented evil.  So much focus on pleasure and evil unprecedented evil.  So much focus on pleasure and evil 
and that they will not be aware when the Lord comes and that they will not be aware when the Lord comes 
back. back. Luke 17:26-30 (HCSB)Luke 17:26-30 (HCSB)  2626  “Just as it was in the   “Just as it was in the 
days of Noah, so it will be in the days of the Son of days of Noah, so it will be in the days of the Son of 
Man: Man: 2727  People went on eating, drinking, marrying and   People went on eating, drinking, marrying and 
giving in marriage until the day Noah boarded the ark, giving in marriage until the day Noah boarded the ark, 
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truth, and the life.  His way is really the only way that will lead to eternal life.  truth, and the life.  His way is really the only way that will lead to eternal life.  
If we give up on facing the trials and challenges of today and turn from Jesus, we will not be prepared to face the If we give up on facing the trials and challenges of today and turn from Jesus, we will not be prepared to face the 
storm (the biggest storm) that lies before us.  Enduring the storms that surround us today will make us victorious storm (the biggest storm) that lies before us.  Enduring the storms that surround us today will make us victorious 
in the storm ahead of us.  in the storm ahead of us.  2 Corinthians 4:16-18 (NLT)2 Corinthians 4:16-18 (NLT)  1616  That is why we never give up. Though our bodies are   That is why we never give up. Though our bodies are 
dying, our spirits are being renewed every day. dying, our spirits are being renewed every day. 1717  For our present troubles are small and won’t last very long. Yet   For our present troubles are small and won’t last very long. Yet 
they produce for us a glory that vastly outweighs them and will last forever! they produce for us a glory that vastly outweighs them and will last forever! 1818  So we don’t look at the troubles we   So we don’t look at the troubles we 
can see now; rather, we fix our gaze on things that cannot be seen. For the things we see now will soon be gone, can see now; rather, we fix our gaze on things that cannot be seen. For the things we see now will soon be gone, 
but the things we cannot see will last forever. but the things we cannot see will last forever.  We are in this for the long haul, whether we like it or not.  Therefore,  We are in this for the long haul, whether we like it or not.  Therefore, 
we need to be focused on Heaven and not the trials that surround us currently.  He is good and His promises are we need to be focused on Heaven and not the trials that surround us currently.  He is good and His promises are 
everlasting.  Trust and depend on Him and you will not be sorry.  God bless you all.everlasting.  Trust and depend on Him and you will not be sorry.  God bless you all.
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Choose You This Day Who You Will Serve
                      Joshua 24:11-28  

                --- Remember  Beginnings --- Face Challenges --- Commit to Jesus ---

Today is the last time that the Joshua 24 – Choose You This Day Who You Will Serve – Commitment sign-up 
folder will be out.  During the course of the year, if you have not signed up but would like to join this 

commitment, you can do so by calling the office and asking to be a part of this commitment group.  
All of you who have signed up can expect that I will frequently be emailing you of news and information 

that I pray will be an encouragement to you to fulfill your commitment to the Lord.  Also, please be 
reminded that the large rock in front of our Church sanctuary serves as a visual emphasis of the 

commitment that we have made to the Lord.  A very serious commitment that we need to strive to keep, 
no matter what it might cost us.  God bless you all and let’s move on to be all that the Lord desires of us!!

Jimmy Asio, Lucy Asio, Jennifer Bagoyo, Vince Bagoyo, Don Booth, Margie Booth, Erllie Cabacungan, 
Fonte Catugal, Makanani Catugal, Lolita H. Diasen, Samuel I. Diasen, Pamela Edwards, Rick Edwards, 

Karen Fontanilla, Melanie Fontanilla, Jules Giron, Pauline Harada, Hubert Imae, Linda Judd, 
Clarice Kaneshiro, Stephen Kaneshiro, Wesley Kiaha, Jayne Kinoshita, Wayne Kinoshita, 

Jyrah Lalim, Andrew Mabuti, Gaebrel Mabuti, Cemila Manuel, Harry Manuel, Neil Nakama, 
Phyllis Nakama, Rosemarie Nitta, Ernie Paz, Loida Paz, Jennifer Rudin, Leah Rudin, 

Paul Rudin, Carol Sakai, Ken Sakai, Andy Sniffen, Carol Sniffen, Chuck Tsang, 
Lorraine Tsang, Josie Yamada, Steffen Yamada, Linda Yamamura, Paul Yamamura



Childcare/Sunday School Childcare/Sunday School 
during our 10:30 service 

Age 3-5 years
Overflow Lanai

1st grade-5th grade 
Fellowship Lanai

Contact 
Steffen(264-0397) or 

Josie (264-8142)
for more information

AnnouncementsAnnouncements

Youth Bible StudyYouth Bible Study
  (grades 6-12)(grades 6-12)

Weekly Bible Study 
6:30 p.m 

Wednesday nights 
on zoom.us

Contact Wesley Kiaha 
(808)281-4231

for more information
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GRIEF SHARE 
SUPPORT GROUP

Sessions run 
January 9 - April 10 

13 Saturdays 8 am- 10 am 
@ Valley Isle Fellowship

-- masks are required --
GriefShare seminars and 
support groups are led 

by people 
who understand 

what you are going through 
and want to help. 
You’ll gain access 

to valuable GriefShare 
resources 

to help you recover 
from your loss and 

look forward 
to rebuilding your life. 

Register online 
@ www.griefshare.org

or contact Don Booth 
@ (808)495-1628

Brochures on the back wall 
Cost  $10

Monday nightsMonday nights 
6:30 p.m.6:30 p.m.

For log-in information 
contact 

Pastor Stephen 
(808)419-8100

Biblical Financial Literacy:Biblical Financial Literacy:
Roadmap to Debt Free Living

TONIGHT
6 pm - 8:30 pm 

on church campus
      (masks are required)

 1.   Biblical principles to guide you in managing financial situations/
       resources;
   2.   Understanding discretionary expenses and required (necessary) 
        expenses;
   3.   Prepare and practice a realistic personal/household budget;
   4.   Saving strategies.

Register with Vince Bagoyo: Register with Vince Bagoyo: 
bagoyofam@hawaii.rr.com or (808)281-6551bagoyofam@hawaii.rr.com or (808)281-6551

2020 End-of-Year Contribution Reports 
were mailed out Thursday, January 21 via USPS.  

If you have not received your report 
or have a question on your report, 

please contact the church office @ 244-0865.



MISSION NEWS
North American Missions Board  (NAMB) Missionary Spotlight

International Mission Board
Pray

https://www.imb.org/prayer-list/?searchtype=all

• Wok People of East Asia - Pray for His Light Church* that has been meeting as a church for over two years. They have 
been praying that the Lord will bring male leadership to their group. In the past few months, they have been out sharing the 
gospel and have had multiple people come to faith and have been baptized. One of those people was a 70-year-old man named 
Hans.* He grew up believing that there was no God and that to be successful, he needed to only trust himself. Pray that Hans 
will continue to grow in his faith and that God will use him for His glory! (*name changed)

• People of Taiwan - Lydia* met Sharon* as they were both taking their children to school. As they began to talk, Sharon told 
Lydia about her struggles with parenting. Lydia had experienced many of the same struggles before she met Jesus. She began 
to pray for the Holy Spirit to begin a conversation that would lead to the gospel. Lydia courageously began to share with her 
using a tool called “Two Ways to Live.” She began to tell the story and ended with an invitation to turn from her sinful ways 
and receive God’s salvation. “I have been waiting a very long time for someone to tell me this story!” Sharon exclaimed. She 
joyfully became a child of God, and Lydia was able to overcome her fear of rejection. She realized that people are desperate 
and eagerly waiting to hear the wonderful news of God’s love and salvation. Pray for Lydia to continue to share boldly and to 
be an example of what God can do through willing servants. (*name changed)

• Peoples of Rhine, Rühr, Main River Areas, Germany - (RYN, RUE-er) - During COVID-19 lockdowns, Charles and 
Shelley* in Cologne, Germany have been seeing God work beyond what they could have done in their own power. God has 
opened opportunities to train and connect German-speaking Christians who desire discipleship and church multiplication 
to break open in their neighborhoods, countries, and throughout Europe. Praise God for a means in which to connect long 
distances for training, mutual encouragement, and growth within the body of Christ! Praise God for the Holy Spirit, who has 
no boundaries and continues to teach and build the church whether people are in the same room or not! As stricter lockdowns 
are looming, please pray that Christians will “do everything without grumbling and arguing…(and) shine like stars in the 
world, by holding firm to the word of life.” (Philippians 2:14-16 CSB). (*name changed)

• Peoples of Northern Zambia - There are many established churches in the Northern Province of Zambia. Unfortunately, 
due to the size of the province, there are not enough trainings, and many of the churches feel isolated. Pray that God will 
provide for the men who are leading these churches, asking that they will feel connected and unified in the body of Christ.
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Montreal, QC

8,164,361
people live in 

metro Montreal

1 CNBC church 
for every
104,671

Montreal residents

“Join us in prayer so that we can find, form and send new church planters. Pray as well that our churches may see and 
seize the opportunities provided by the pandemic to serve others and share the gospel - and that we may be stronger 
because of it.” - David Pothier, Montreal Send City Missionary



Local Mission NewsLocal Mission News
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Local Mission NewsLocal Mission News



52 Sundays
Celebrating the global impact our church is making through                                                     

Cooperative Program supported missions.
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Today in our prayer time, let’s pray for Winfield and Lori Scott. That’s not their real names 
but they’re our missionaries serving in Central Asia. Our church supports them 
through our Cooperative Program giving.

Mostly our missionaries focus on planting churches and sharing the gospel. But an 
important part of missionary service is to make sure the pastors and other leaders of 
local churches are strong in faith.

The Scotts saw that many people across Central Asia have marriage problems. 
Unfortunately that includes many in the churches. So the Scotts led a marriage retreat 
for national pastors and their wives. It was the first time for such a retreat. Winfield and 
Lori taught that people must be strong in Christ as individuals before they can improve 
life with their spouses.

Sometimes men met separately from the women. When the women were alone, 
Lori saw that the older women counseled the younger ones.

Let’s pray for Winfield and Lori as they lead in Central Asia. Let’s ask the Lord to keep 
their own marriage solid as they help others.

And let’s join our missionaries in praying for healthy marriages and families in churches 
across Central Asia.
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        31  9:00 am   1st Worship Service
         10:30 am   2nd Worship Service
               Childcare/Sunday School
           5:00 pm   Reservations open
           6:00 pm   Biblical Financial Literacy

     
     

      1  6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online
      3  5:00 pm   Reservations close  
          6:30 pm   Youth Bible Study - online
      6  8:00 am   GriefShare Support Group 
          4:00 pm   Womenʻs Ministry Study “Matchless”
         7   9:00 am   1st Worship Service
        10:30 am   2nd Worship Service
               Childcare/Sunday School
          5:00 pm   Reservations open
     8   6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online
    10  5:00 pm   Reservations close  

          6:30 pm   Youth Bible Study - online
    13  8:00 am   GriefShare Support Group 
          4:00 pm   Womenʻs Ministry Study “Matchless”

    14  9:00 am   1st Worship Service
        10:30 am   2nd Worship Service
               Childcare/Sunday School
        12:30 pm  Trustees Meeting
          5:00 pm   Reservations open
    15  Presidentʻs Day - office closed
          6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online
    17  5:00 pm   Reservations close  
          6:30 pm   Youth Bible Study - online
    20  8:00 am   GriefShare Support Group
          4:00 pm   Womenʻs Ministry Study “Matchless”

    21  9:00 am   1st Worship Service
        10:30 am   2nd Worship Service
               Childcare/Sunday School
        12:30 pm  Trustees Meeting
          5:00 pm   Reservations open
    22  6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online
    24  5:00 pm   Reservations close  
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Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808) 419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com

Livestream:  Valley Isle Fellowship

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

@VIFMaui

Valley Isle Fellowship
251 Pualalea Circle , Wailuku, HI  96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  fax: (808) 249-0235 - vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING SERVICES

1st Worship Service - 9:00 am
2nd Worship Service - 10:30 am

    Childcare/Sunday School for
infants to grade 5 

following 2nd service worship/praise time

January 2021January 2021

 February 2021 February 2021



God Is Always In Control!
Philippians 1:9-11

I.  God is in control and everything                 for                . - Philippians 1:12-14

 A.  Paul was                      and in                      .

 B.  But it helped to spread the                                        .

 C.  Everyone                    why he was in                    .

 D.                         heard and saw a                                  of the Good News.

 E.                       became confident and spoke boldly without                .

II.  God is in control and even                   serves His purpose. - Philippians 1:20-24

 A.  No                  but continued                       in the face of death.

 B.  Live to honor to Jesus in              or in                    .

 C.  To live means to                      Jesus.

 D.                   is far better.

 E.  Living a fruitful life for Jesus is better for                       .

 F.  Torn between two                    .

      1.                       to be with Jesus.

      2.  Living to benefit                      .

  

III.  God is in control so be                  . - Philippians 1:27-29

 A.  Citizens of Heaven live                                            in this world.

 B.  Worthy of the Lord and of His                                      .

 C.  All citizens of Heaven live by the same                              .

 D.  Not                              or                     .

 E.  Worthy lives are a sign for the                      of their                              .

 F.  The                        of living a worthy life.

 G.  A powerful example: Rev. John Marrant – 

  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HTNXBYbwGFQ (20:09 – 24:35)

  Note: see link for video on website vifmaui.com: messages > audio / video > resources
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