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The Fight Rages On
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

have no connection with Jesus.  They know about 
Jesus, but they don’t know Him.  They know what 
His Word says, but they don’t obey Him.  When they 
identify themselves, they claim to belong to Jesus.  
But when it comes to living for Jesus, they believe 
that they can first live for self and then give whatever 
is left over to Him, if there is anything left over.
The snare of the trap seems to have 
been sprung because many are be-
ing plainly told about the lie that 
you cannot live conveniently for 
yourself and give the left overs to 
Jesus.  However, it appears like the warning and the 
plea is falling on deaf ears  or  upon  people who 
believe the message’s TRUTH, but not  its  URGEN-
CY.  The result is that no matter how frequent and 
fervent the message may be, the result is unchanged 
lives that continue further and further into the cen-
ter of the trap.  The final  horror  of  this  attack  is  
found  in   Matthew 7:21-23 (NLT) 21  “Not every-
one who calls out to me, ‘Lord! Lord!’ will enter the 
Kingdom of Heaven. Only those  who  actually  do  
the will of my Father in  heaven will enter. 22  On 
judgment day many will say to me, ‘Lord! Lord! 
We prophesied in your name and cast out demons 
in your name and performed many miracles in 
your name.’ 23  But I will reply, ‘I never knew you. 
Get away from me, you who break God’s laws.’   
Please understand that this is not the Lord’s desire.  

We can all agree that there is a fierce war current-
ly going on.  A Spiritual battle is going on for the 
souls of all in this world and it is raging on.  We see 
how violently the battle is with horrible struggles 
such as terrorism throughout the world, the threat of            
nuclear strikes coming from several world platforms, 
the growing hatred present on many fronts, and crime 
and corruption growing at an every increasing speed.  
The battle is strong and it is very visible.  However, 
the most deadly battle is one that cannot be so easily 
seen.  It is one that is so devious and deadly that it 
needs to be exposed and battled against.  It is operat-
ing like a festering infection.
This is jungle warfare where 
ambush is the main tactic.  
Enticing the enemy into a 
trap and striking at them 
when they are least aware.  This is the strategy and 
tactics that Satan is leveling at individual Christians 
and at the Church. He is enticing too many Christians 
into lethargy and distractions that are making them 
so unaware that the attack is even on.  The trap has 
been well planned to snap to a deadly crack to sepa-
rate Christians from Jesus without them even being 
aware of the separation.  The devil is trying to bring 
separation without any awareness.  In the story about 
the sheep and the goats pay attention to Matthew 
25:44 (NLT)  “Then they will reply, ‘Lord, when did 
we ever see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or 
naked or sick or in prison, and not help you?’  The 
goats (those on the left) didn’t even 
know that they were disobeying 
the Lord.  They were simply doing 
what came naturally to them.  They 
thought that they were doing good, and they didn’t 
even realize how wrong they were!  This is the same 
kind of mindset attack that is being lodged against the 
church today.  Too many don’t even know that they 
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For anyone to fall into the reality of the above verse breaks the heart of the Lord.  Listen to the heart cry of 
the Lord.  Ezekiel 33:11 (NLT)  As surely as I live, says the Sovereign LORD, I take no pleasure in the death 
of wicked people. I only want them to turn from their wicked ways so they can live. Turn! Turn from your 
wickedness, O people of Israel! Why should you die?   This is also my desire, to see all of us  turn from our 
complacency, lethargy, and wickedness and to turn to loving the Lord with all of our hearts, minds, and souls!
Valley Isle Fellowship, we are amongst the people that I am concerned about.  We are not sacrificially 
committed to Jesus Christ.  We are conveniently committed to Jesus.  This means that our 
own busyness overrides the desires of our Lord.  Our family events, work commitments, 
recreational interests, friends, and almost anything else will rule our lives rather than Jesus.  
I am looking forward to the day when we see 50% of Valley Isle Fellowship powerfully 
moving to let Jesus be Lord of all of our lives.  Once we get to that percentage, I believe things will begin 
to gather speed and then we can be very hopeful that the next 50% will soon follow.  I long to see the day 
when we will be a church in a full-fledged revival.  Fully engaged with following all that our Lord desires 
of us and being all that He yearns for us to be.  Seeing the lost marvelously changed and saved, encour-
aging other Christians and churches to do the same, and bringing nothing but glory and honor to Jesus is 
possible, because this is what the Lord desires.  However, the probability is in our hands and therefore I 
don’t know what the probability is.  He has given us the ability to say yes or no to Him.  I urge you to say 
yes to Him.

   *  *  *  *  *

We are looking for two 
individuals to represent 

VIF at the SPAM JAMZ event.  
It is NOT a cooking contest.  
And not an eating contest.

It is a SURPRISE.  
You will compete with the 
other churches teams and 
most importantly raise 
funds to support BCCM.  
Let’s all help support as 

representatives of 
Valley Isle Fellowship.

See Ann for your fundraising envelope.



New Years News!
The Hawaiian islands are one of the most remote 
islands in the  world; approximately 2,300 mi. 
from CA and 4,100 mi. from Japan! So, even ”If 
(we) take the wings of the morning and dwell in 
the uttermost parts of the sea, even there your 
hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall 

hold me.” (Psalm 139:9-10) There is nowhere we can go that God will not be with us! Even in the middle of the 
Pacific Ocean!

Being here on Maui has been a blessing and refreshment to say the least. We’ve had time with family and friends, 
days at the beach, surfing, exploring the island, and enjoying the gift of just being here. We had a wonderful time 
with family over Christmas and bringing in the New Year! It’s always exciting to look ahead to the coming year 
and envision growth, goals, and aspirations. However, when looking ahead, it’s sobering to reflect back over the 
previous year and evaluate it. The crux of 2019 for us has been dealing with my depression, which has also caused 
other struggles. This process for Rachael and I has been challenging and difficult but faith-filled and hopeful to 
see God lead and guide us moving forward. We have been blessed to have had the opportunity this past 6 months 
for our partial-sabbatical. Working other jobs for 4 months and then having 6 weeks of rest. This rest has not been 
the end-all cure for the hardships this past year but it has been a time to walk with the Lord in a different light and 
pace. It’s helped us gain perspective in more practical ways and learn how to trust God while dealing with these 
hard things.

A big reason for this past season for us was to take time to seek God in healing, personally and together. By God’s 
grace we have been able to begin healing slowly and we are trusting him to continue to do so moving forward. For 
lack of better words, we are doing better. However, I want to be honest where I am at with my depression. Inter-
nally, I don’t think I can say I’m doing better but I do believe by God’s grace I am learning how to walk with God 
in a different way that is allowing Rachael and I to experience more peace and hope together. Praise God!

The end of January marks the end of our 6 month partial-sabbatical. We have had time to pray, consider and talk 
about what God may have in store for us moving forward. We recently spoke with MPM about the details of what 
moving forward would look like. There were a couple of options and we have decided to continue serving with 
MPM for the remainder of the Spring semester. 

We will be arriving back to Durango the last days of January. Beginning February 1st, we will be officially re-
porting back to our full-time ministry positions at Fort Lewis College. We are working closely with our campus 
directors (Kyle and Michelle) to navigate transitioning back into full-time ministry. Our plan is to see how this 
semester goes and then reevaluate in the Spring to see what God has for us after that. Our return to campus means 
that we will once again be relying on the consistent support of ministry partners for funding ministry and living 
cost (we will not be working jobs outside of MPM as we will be full-time on campus). We are currently at 80% of 
our support goal after our 6 month partial-sabbatical. If you have put your monthly giving on hold throughout this 
past 6 months would you prayerfully consider partnering with us by continuing to support us financially? Please 
pray for us as we trust the Lord in reaching college students for Christ while being able to balance financial support 
and being back to full-time this semester.

Rachael and I thank God for all of your prayers, encouragement, and continued support 
during this past season. As a part of moving forward we want to have open communication 
with you about any questions you may have concerning the transition back to campus from 
our partial-sabbatical. We thank God for how you have stood behind us and are helping us 
navigate this season of life. 

We are excited to get back serving full-time at Fort Lewis College. We look forward to see 
what God has in store this next semester. It’s been weird not being a part of ministry on 
campus first hand, though, we have heard many stories of students’ faith and growth. We 
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Sign-up sheet at the back table.  

believe this set up the opportunity for students and staff to attend Passion 2020 in Atlanta, GA. Eighteen students 
and staff from 3 campuses, along with 65,000 college students from all over the country, brought in the New Year 
by praising Jesus through teachings, fellowship and music. Michael, in particular, reflected on a teaching about 
how ministry can be like a well, a life giving source of life. Others are in need of a well so there needs to be people 
to plant wells where they are, so others can be drawn to it and draw from it. He said, “I was thinking about how 
I personally get caught up in others’ wells rather than trying to learn how to build a well.” This is encouraging! 
Why? Michael is continuing to grasp the Great Commission through desiring to become more of the person God 
can use to reach others for Christ. He wants to lead others to the true source—Jesus Christ—by learning how to 
be a faithful witness. I pray Rachael and I will continue to walk alongside students like Michael this semester!

Please pray for us to continue to trust the Lord in: growth together and personally, our marriage, getting back 
on campus, continuing to learn how to walk and trust Jesus with my depression, financial support, and wisdom 
to balance ministry.

Copyright © 2020 Master Plan Ministries, All rights reserved.
MPM mailing address is:
Master Plan Ministries

PO Box 1082
Durango, CO 81302

The Woodies’ Whereabouts Continued

Electronic Giving Now Available   
Go to our website at VIFMAUI.com and click on the 

GIVE button at the top of the webpage. 
Follow the prompts or Text VIFMAUI to 77977.  

Thank you
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Announcements

         Childcare Ministry Schedule

 Today  Jan. 26   Team 3: Francis C,  Char C,  Wayne S
 
             Feb. 2    Team 4: Joanne R,  Jezra S,  Kayla R,
                   Kaitlyn R

 Feb. 9    Team 5: Carol S,  Drezen F,  Davin G, 
       Jadelyn V, Shya F

 Feb. 16  Team 1: Karen F,  Alysha F,  Melanie F

             Feb. 23  Team 2: Wendy C, Rihanna V,  Lauryn I, 
       Riley S

Church Cleaning Schedule

Week of  January 30-Feb. 1
Team 3

Mickie A*, Ann M, Carol S, Phyllis N,
Ken S, George A.

Week of February 6 - 7
Team 4

Wendy I, Lynette K, Jennifer B, 
Jennifer R*, Paul R

Week of  February 13 - 15
Team 5

Carol Sn, Makanani C, Margie B, 
Josie Y*

Week of  February  20 - 22
Team 6

Hubert I*, and the many hands 
that make light work

*Key Monitor
Sign-up on the back table 

to be a part of this
ministry. 

Our Creator gave us the responsibility to 
maintain this property as good stewards. 

It is a large responsibility. 
Won’t you lend a helping hand as 
many hands make LIGHT work.  
Call the office at 244-0865

God First 
Coffee Second

Come and fellowship
      (10:30 am - 11:30 am)

Would you like to serve in the fellowship
 ministry?  Contact Rosy for more 

information @ 244-8185

“Men’s” Ministry is looking for a 
Team to help “develop / strat-

egize” the ministry 
and together build strong men 

of God.  
If you are interested please 
contact Brandon Kelly @ 

228-236-7334
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Church Work Day
Saturday, February 29,2020

8am-12pm
Please come and lend a hand to 

build shelves, clean and 
organize the storage containers.



MISSION NEWS

NAMB Missionary Spotlight:

Multiplication Pipeline

Through the Multiplication Pipeline, 
churches are raising up and training 
church planting teams to reach new 
areas with the hope of the gospel.  

Pray for more churches to 
implement the pipeline training in 
their churches, and pray that God 
will call people out of established 

churches to be trained and sent.

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer

https://www.imb.org/pray/

*Niamey, Niger
(NEE-ah-may) - So many false teachings are trying to take root in Niamey. The prosperity gospel, false teachings 
from Asia, and other cults are raising their voices to gather a following in a country that is ridden with poverty and 
needs. The people are flocking to this “fool’s gold” and embracing it as if it were real. Pray for believers in Niamey 
to stand firm on God’s Word and what they have been taught and not to embrace these false teachings. Pray for 
pastors to shepherd their congregations and to teach the true gospel so that counterfeit messages can be recognized 
for the lies that they are.
* Amazon Peoples of the Amazon River Basin
(AM-uh-zahn) - The Amazon Peoples Team asks: “Pray for our team as we begin researching some of the sur-
rounding communities for future work. Continue to pray for our two local churches that are without pastors, that 
leaders will rise up. Continue to pray for the Naka people.* The river’s water level is high, so they are doing a lot 
of traveling. Pray that they remember the stories we have told and that they share them with their family upriver.” 
(*name changed)
* South Asian Unengaged Peoples
The Pattegar are one of the unengaged, unreached people groups in South Asia and number 12,000. Their main 
language is Kannada. They are located in the southern part of India. The primary religion practiced by the Pattegar 
is Hinduism, the predominant religious tradition of the Indian subcontinent. Bible translations, gospel record-
ings, radio broadcasts, and the “JESUS” film are all available to this people group. Pray for whole families of the 
Pattegar people to come to faith and to experience God’s blessings. Pray that they, along with “all the peoples of 
the earth may know that the Lord is God; there is no one else” (1 Kings 8:60 NASB).
* Paris, France
Praise the Lord for people who are having the desire to grow in their faith! Please pray that believers will continue 
to learn, grow, and be obedient to the Lord. Please ask God for strong, healthy churches in the greater Paris area. 
All for God’s glory!
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Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar

     January 2020
     26  9:00 am - Worship Service
                            - Ordinance of Lordʻs Supper
  10:30 am - Sunday School
     6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study    
     27  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
     29  6:30 pm - Youth Night      

February 2020
      1  8:00 am - GriefShare Support Group 
      2  9:00 am - Worship Service
            10:30 am - Sunday School
     6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study    
      3  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
      5  6:30 pm - Youth Night 

      8  8:00 am - GriefShare Support Group 
      9  9:00 am - Worship Service
            10:30 am - Sunday School
            12:00 pm - Trusteesʻ Meeting
     6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study    
     10  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
     12  6:30 pm - Youth Night 
     15  8:00 am - GriefShare Support Group 
     16  9:00 am - Worship Service
            10:30 am - Sunday School
     6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study    
     17  Presidentʻs Day Holiday -  Office Closed
              6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
     19  6:30 pm - Youth Night 
     22  8:00 am - GriefShare Support Group 
     23  9:00 am - Worship Service
            10:30 am - Sunday School
     6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study    

Valley Isle Fellowship
1033 Waiale Rd. - PO Box 886,  Wailuku, HI 96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SERVICE

Worship Service - 9:00 am

Sunday School - 10:30 am

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808)419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com

SUNDAY EVENING SERVICE
Worship/Study 6:00 pm
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Livestream Valley Isle Fellowship

Would you like be a member of Valley Isle Fellowship?    
Call the office at 244-0865 to get a membership packet of reading materials, then schedule a membership class.

Church Office Hours
Office Hours are from 7am-12 noon.  Please feel free to call for an appointment after hours or leave a message.

PRAYER MEETING 
MONDAY EVE.

6:30 PM



Jesus, Take All of Me
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

I.   To bring us into the presence of the Lord. – Acts 7:56 (NLT) And he told them, “Look, I 
see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing in the place of honor at God’s right hand!”

II.  To give the Lord absolute freedom to confront sins and lovelessness.                          
–  Romans 13:11-14 (NLT) 11  This is all the more urgent, for you know how late it is; time is running 
out. Wake up, for our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. 12  The night is almost gone; 
the day of salvation will soon be here. So remove your dark deeds like dirty clothes, and put on the shin-
ing armor of right living. 13  Because we belong to the day, we must live decent lives  for all to see. Don’t 
participate in the darkness of wild parties and drunkenness, or in sexual promiscuity and immoral living, 
or in quarreling and jealousy. 14  Instead, clothe yourself with the presence of the Lord Jesus Christ. And 
don’t let yourself think about ways to indulge your evil desires.    

III. To allow the Lord to forgive and cleanse us.  – Isaiah 1:18 (KJV)    Come now, and let us 
reason together, saith the LORD: though your  sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though 
they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.

    

IV. To allow the Lord to empower and use us for His glory and honor.  – 1 Corinthians 6:11 
(NLT) Some of you were once like that. But you were cleansed; you were  made holy; you were made right 
with God by calling on the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by theSpirit of our God. 

Notes:
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