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Focus on Glorifying JesusFocus on Glorifying Jesus
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

and in order to see the truth.  This passage confronts me and in order to see the truth.  This passage confronts me 
with the fact that seeing things from God’s perspective is with the fact that seeing things from God’s perspective is 
the only perspective that will cause us to see truth and to the only perspective that will cause us to see truth and to 
be pure and fair.  If we were to cling to Jesus and to hear be pure and fair.  If we were to cling to Jesus and to hear 
only His voice instead of all of those who clamor for our only His voice instead of all of those who clamor for our 
attention, we would be far better off.  In this passage, attention, we would be far better off.  In this passage, 
our Lord is telling us what we should be focusing on.  our Lord is telling us what we should be focusing on.  
Focusing on truth, honor, righteousness, purity, love, Focusing on truth, honor, righteousness, purity, love, 
admirable and excellent life qualities, and finally all that admirable and excellent life qualities, and finally all that 
is worthy of praise would cause us to see Jesus more is worthy of praise would cause us to see Jesus more 
clearly, to love Him more dearly, and to follow Him more clearly, to love Him more dearly, and to follow Him more 
nearly.nearly.
Knowing all of these things is important, but this Knowing all of these things is important, but this 
knowledge is incomplete.  We must complete all of this knowledge is incomplete.  We must complete all of this 
knowledge by applying and practicing it.  knowledge by applying and practicing it.  James 4:17 James 4:17 
(NLT)(NLT)  1717 Remember, it is sin to know what you ought to  Remember, it is sin to know what you ought to 
do and then not do it.  do and then not do it.  It takes a little time to get to know It takes a little time to get to know 
truth, but it takes a lifetime to apply truth.  If we know all truth, but it takes a lifetime to apply truth.  If we know all 
truth but apply no truth, we will still be despicable.  If we truth but apply no truth, we will still be despicable.  If we 
apply all the truth that we know, even if we only know apply all the truth that we know, even if we only know 
a little bit of truth, God will be honored.  Knowledge a little bit of truth, God will be honored.  Knowledge 
without application is really useless.  Also, application without application is really useless.  Also, application 
without knowledge can also without knowledge can also 
be just as useless.  We need be just as useless.  We need 
God’s knowledge along with God’s knowledge along with 
our discipline in practicing all our discipline in practicing all 
that God reveals to us.that God reveals to us.
In the days and the year that is before us, we need to In the days and the year that is before us, we need to 
know God’s Word and we need to obey His Word.  Focus know God’s Word and we need to obey His Word.  Focus 
on what He commands us to do and you can only know on what He commands us to do and you can only know 
His commands when you filter out all of the clamoring His commands when you filter out all of the clamoring 

WWith so many voices and thoughts competing for your ith so many voices and thoughts competing for your 
attention, it is important that you keep the main thing attention, it is important that you keep the main thing 

the main thing in your life.  I the main thing in your life.  I 
want to propose to you that want to propose to you that 
the main thing in all of life the main thing in all of life 
is to bring glory and honor is to bring glory and honor 
to Jesus Christ.  He is who to Jesus Christ.  He is who 
we should be focusing our we should be focusing our 
thoughts on.  He is who we thoughts on.  He is who we 
should be seeking to rise up should be seeking to rise up 
and honor.  He is who we and honor.  He is who we 
should be seeking to love with should be seeking to love with 

all of our heart, soul, and mind. In order to do this, we all of our heart, soul, and mind. In order to do this, we 
must fill our minds and hearts with all that glorifies Himmust fill our minds and hearts with all that glorifies Him..
Philippians 4:8-9 (NLT)Philippians 4:8-9 (NLT)  88  And now, dear brothers   And now, dear brothers 
and sisters, one final thing. Fix and sisters, one final thing. Fix 
your thoughts on what is true, and your thoughts on what is true, and 
honorable, and right, and pure, honorable, and right, and pure, 
and lovely, and admirable. Think and lovely, and admirable. Think 
about things that are excellent and about things that are excellent and 
worthy of praise. worthy of praise. 99  Keep putting into   Keep putting into 
practice all you learned and received practice all you learned and received 
from me—everything you heard from from me—everything you heard from 
me and saw me doing. Then the God of peace will be me and saw me doing. Then the God of peace will be 
with you.with you.
This needs to be a guiding passage throughout this This needs to be a guiding passage throughout this 
next year.  It starts out by saying that we need to fix next year.  It starts out by saying that we need to fix 
our thoughts.  Disciplining our thoughts is not an easy our thoughts.  Disciplining our thoughts is not an easy 
task but it is a necessary one.  We are called to called to task but it is a necessary one.  We are called to called to 
a life of discipline and that is why we seek to be called a life of discipline and that is why we seek to be called 
disciples of Jesus.  His ways must become our ways.  disciples of Jesus.  His ways must become our ways.  
His thoughts must become our thoughts and His desires, His thoughts must become our thoughts and His desires, 
our desires.  Disciplining our lives to His commands and our desires.  Disciplining our lives to His commands and 
desires must be fixed.desires must be fixed.
Then we are to be disciplined in all that is true, honorable, Then we are to be disciplined in all that is true, honorable, 
right, pure, lovely, admirable, excellent, and worthy of right, pure, lovely, admirable, excellent, and worthy of 
praise.  This calls us to be focused on all that is good praise.  This calls us to be focused on all that is good 
and righteous.  Too many times we tend to focus on all and righteous.  Too many times we tend to focus on all 
that is bad.  Sometimes we get tricked into thinking that that is bad.  Sometimes we get tricked into thinking that 
we need to look at all sides of an issue in order to be fair we need to look at all sides of an issue in order to be fair 

(continued on next page)
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voices that surround you in this day.  We need to please Jesus and not everyone else.  Whenever there is a voices that surround you in this day.  We need to please Jesus and not everyone else.  Whenever there is a 
contradiction between what Jesus says and other competing voices, we must be disciplined to always yield to contradiction between what Jesus says and other competing voices, we must be disciplined to always yield to 
Jesus.  He is the one that we need to be pleasing to.  Don’t let deception and lies lead you away from Jesus.  This Jesus.  He is the one that we need to be pleasing to.  Don’t let deception and lies lead you away from Jesus.  This 
is why this passage in Philippians becomes so important.  Set your eyes on Him and don’t turn away from Him, is why this passage in Philippians becomes so important.  Set your eyes on Him and don’t turn away from Him, 
no matter how tempting it may get.no matter how tempting it may get.
I believe that this will be the biggest temptation that you will have.  We must all encourage each other to keep I believe that this will be the biggest temptation that you will have.  We must all encourage each other to keep 
focused on Jesus and to seek to honor and glorify Him in all that we think, do, and say.  Let focused on Jesus and to seek to honor and glorify Him in all that we think, do, and say.  Let Philippians 4:8-9Philippians 4:8-9  
be the focus of your lives throughout this year.  Let’s glorify Jesus and no one else!be the focus of your lives throughout this year.  Let’s glorify Jesus and no one else!
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Who is Jesus? Why did He come to earth? How can I know Him?
We live in a world where there’s a lot of confusion about Jesus. Too often people want to shape Him and His message to 
fit their personal needs or agendas. So how can we know the truth?
Join the VIF Womenʻs Ministry in this 8-session search for truth as Angie Smith unfolds the story of our matchless Savior—
His mission, miracles, and message. Through her signature wit and accessible style, Angie unpacks Scripture in a way 
that’s easy to understand, regardless of how long you’ve been studying the Bible (a great option for new believers!). This 
study will deepen your understanding of Jesus through biblical, historical, and cultural insight and help you see Him less 
as an iconic figure and more as an intimate friend.

@VIF Saturdays from 4 - 5 pm   |   January 9 through February 27
Sign-up at the back table or 

contact Pam Edwards (808-446-4009) for more information

Choose You This Day Who You Will Serve
                      Joshua 24:11-28  
                --- Remember  Beginnings --- Face Challenges --- Commit to Jesus ---

The consequential commitments that all of you have made, following the sentiments and commitments in Joshua 
24, are already hard to fulfill. It is easy to forget and easy to falter. It is so important that all of you fill your minds 
and hearts with the Word of God. We all need to develop a mature Christian World View that will impact all that 
we Think, Do, and Say. How we live will demonstrate our World View and whether Jesus is truly the Lord of our 
lives. Since last week only one more person has joined our ranks and we need to praise the Lord for every person 

added. We also need to be in prayer for each person that they will be strengthened to actively and effectively 
pursue after loving and obey our Lord. God bless you all!!!

Jimmy Asio, Lucy Asio, Jennifer Bagoyo, Vince Bagoyo, Don Booth, Margie Booth, Erllie Cabacungan, 
Fonte Catugal, Makanani Catugal, Lolita H. Diasen, Samuel I. Diasen, Pamela Edwards, Rick Edwards, 

Karen Fontanilla, Melanie Fontanilla, Jules Giron, Pauline Harada, Hubert Imae, Linda Judd, 
Clarice Kaneshiro, Stephen Kaneshiro, Jayne Kinoshita, Wayne Kinoshita, Jyrah Lalim, Andrew Mabuti, 

Gaebrel Mabuti, Cemila Manuel, Harry Manuel, Neil Nakama, Phyllis Nakama, Rosemarie Nitta, Ernie Paz, 
Loida Paz, Jennifer Rudin, Leah Rudin, Paul Rudin, Carol Sakai, Ken Sakai, Andy Sniffen, Carol Sniffen, 

Chuck Tsang, Lorraine Tsang, Josie Yamada, Steffen Yamada, Linda Yamamura, Paul Yamamura



Childcare/Sunday School Childcare/Sunday School 
during our 10:30 service 

Age 3-5 years
Overflow Lanai

1st grade-5th grade 
Fellowship Lanai

Contact 
Steffen(264-0397) or 

Josie (264-8142)
for more information

AnnouncementsAnnouncements

Youth Bible StudyYouth Bible Study
  (grades 6-12)(grades 6-12)

Weekly Bible Study 
6:30 p.m 

Wednesday nights 
on zoom.us

Contact Wesley Kiaha 
(808)281-4231

for more information
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GRIEF SHARE 
SUPPORT GROUP

Sessions run 
January 9 - April 10 

13 Saturdays 8 am- 10 am 
@ Valley Isle Fellowship

-- masks are required --
GriefShare seminars and 
support groups are led 

by people 
who understand 

what you are going through 
and want to help. 
You’ll gain access 

to valuable GriefShare 
resources 

to help you recover 
from your loss and 

look forward 
to rebuilding your life. 

Register online 
@ www.griefshare.org

or contact Don Booth 
@ (808)495-1628

Brochures on the back wall 
Cost  $10

Monday nightsMonday nights 
6:30 p.m.6:30 p.m.

For log-in information 
contact 

Pastor Stephen 
(808)419-8100

Biblical Financial Literacy:Biblical Financial Literacy:
Roadmap to Debt Free Living

Sunday, January 31  6 pm - 8:30 pm 
on church campus

      (masks are required)

  1.   Biblical principles to guide you in managing financial situations/resources
    2.   Understanding discretionary expenses and required (necessary) expenses
    3.   Prepare and practice a realistic personal/household budget
    4.   Saving strategies

Register with Vince Bagoyo: Register with Vince Bagoyo: 
bagoyofam@hawaii.rr.com or (808)281-6551bagoyofam@hawaii.rr.com or (808)281-6551

2020 End-of-Year 
Contribution 

Reports

2020 Contribution Reports for your tax returns 
were mailed out Thursday, January 21 via USPS.  

If you do not receive your report in a timely manner 
or have a question on your report, 

please contact the church office @ 244-0865.



Dear friends,
We hope that this letter finds you doing well. We are writing to you with some big news. After much prayer, careful deliberation, 
and considering wise counsel, we have decided that it is time for us to step away from serving with Master Plan Ministries 
(MPM). We have been extremely grateful for our time with MPM, and it is a bittersweet decision to make. These past seven 
years on staff with MPM have been full of things that we will treasure for the rest of our lives. From seeing students put their 
faith in Christ, to walking alongside these students as they grew, through the highs and lows of being closely involved in many 
students’ lives, to overseas trips, weekly one-on-one discipleship meetings at Fort Lewis College (FLC), snow days, retreats 
and random spiritual conversations…our time with MPM has been full of blessings in many ways.

As we worked at FLC, striving to reach college students for Christ, we are constantly reminded 
of what an incredible team effort it has been. In many ways, we would not have been free to do 
the work we have done without your generous support through finances, prayer, encouragement 
and more. Thank you so very much for how you have partnered with us. You have been a large
part of the Kingdom work at FLC and we thank God for you. Thank you for investing in the 
college students and in us as well. Thank you for walking alongside of us during our time 
in college ministry, and through our ups and downs. One of the somewhat unforeseen sweet 
aspects of ministry has been the relationships that we have been able to form with our support 
team—you!

While there are multiple factors that went into our decision to step away from vocational ministry for now, the main reason is 
that the Lord made it clear that it is time for us to move on. This decision is both scary and exciting. Scary in the timing (as if 
2020 wasn’t already crazy enough!), the unknown of how things will play out and how God will provide, and this large change 
in general. Exciting because we know that God will continue to lead, take care of us, be with us, work things out for good, and 
for the new opportunities that lay ahead.

As of right now, our plan is to find secular work, probably in Durango. As we make 
this big transition we want to share our needs in case God leads you to partner with 
us a little bit longer. We would love your prayers for: the jobs that God has for us, 
the provision as we transition, as we transition from ministry work to secular work, 
the students, learning how to minister in new ways, continued personal and joint 
growth.

Our last official day with MPM was December 31, 2020. Donations given through March 31st, 2021 will go directly to us, 
and contribute to a severance payment that we can receive from MPM (as long as there are funds in our ministry account). 
After March 31st, if you continue to donate to MPM, your donations will go to the MPM general fund to be used at MPM’s 
discretion. We have already begun to apply for jobs, and while we anticipate that the process could be extra tricky considering 
the already high unemployment rate due to COVID19, we trust in God. Regardless of your decision to support us through 
March 31 or not, please know that we are incredibly grateful and humbled for all of your support thus far.
We know that this news will hit each of you differently and we are available to talk or answer any questions that you may 
have. Please do not hesitate to reach out to us! Again, we cannot express our gratitude enough for each of you. We love you 
and consider you dear friends. Please stay in touch!
May the Lord bless you abundantly and fill you with His joy and peace in all things.

With much love,
Dakota & Rachael Woodie

Pray Requests:
-Keep our eyes on Jesus during this transition   -New ministry opportunities
-Continued growth for both of us & our marriage   -The college students as they adjust to us not being at FLC
-Getting the jobs that God wants     -The Lord to continue to move in mighty ways at FLC
-God’s provision during the transition    -For our lives to glorify God in all that we do
  

Copyright © 2021 Master Plan Ministries, All rights reserved.
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MISSION NEWS

North American Missions Board  (NAMB) Missionary Spotlight

International Mission Board
Pray

https://www.imb.org/prayer-list/?searchtype=all

• Senufo Supyire of Mali (SIN-oo-fo su-PEER-ay) - A worker writes: “I was recently talking to a man who became a 
follower of Christ three years ago. We discussed how he had heard the gospel numerous times over a period of seven 
years before he began to understand. He had grown up in a family that claimed to be Christian and had occasionally 
attended church. We talked about how long it took for him to accept Christ and how much longer it seems to take for 
those Senufo Supyire who have grown up in a family that trusts in idols and frequently makes sacrifices to them. We 
have heard representatives of other outreach organizations say that they have noticed the same resistance, the need for 
many opportunities to hear the gospel, and the long period of time from first exposure to a profession of faith. Please 
pray for God to move mightily in the hearts and minds of those who are extremely resistant to the gospel. Ask the Lord to 
give believers the necessary perseverance and encouragement to share the gospel often in the face of repeated rejection 
of the good news.”

• Bhojpuri of South Asia (bohj-POOR-ee) - One local pastor, Amit,* together with a handful of his local pastor friends, 
prayerfully set a goal to have a house church in every village in their block (similar to a county in the United States). This 
goal was set for the year 2020. Despite months-long lockdowns, food shortages, job shortages, and COVID-19 and other 
illnesses for the leaders, they have remained steadfast in working toward the goal that God has set before them. They 
have come from 20% of the villages having a church to now around 80% having one. Praise God! Please pray for Amit 
and the other leaders, asking that they will continue to go out and reach those who have never before been presented with 
the gospel so that there is no place left in “A-block” that hasn’t heard the good news! (*name changed)

• Church Planting in Zimbabwe - Sharon* and Nick* have been coming faithfully to a new church plant in town. 
They are learning what it looks like to trust Jesus, and they have taken steps of faith to pursue obedience. Nick 
works for the military, and they are living on pennies--barely scraping by. Will you pray for their faith to grow and 
for God to provide in miraculous ways, as they are planning to welcome a second child into their family? Pray 
that Nick will be used to lead his family and others in his sphere of influence to the glory of God. “Are not two 
sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father” (Matthew 10:29 
ESV). (*names changed)
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Toronto, ON

6,835,683
people live in 

metro Toronto

1 CNBC church 
for every
99,068

Toronto residents

“Pray as our churches continue to develop leadership pipelines as new leaders and planters are raised up from the 
harvest for the harvest. Pray for a continued awareness of dependence on the Holy Spirit among our leaders. Pray 
specifically for hearing hearts and obedient lives. Pray for our city team as they promote a vision of multiplication for 
our city.” - Brett Porter, Toronto Send City Missionary



52 Sundays
Celebrating the global impact our church is making through                                                     

Cooperative Program supported missions.
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As we pray today, let’s think about getting prepared. Go to a medical doctor and you know that doctor 
studied very hard to become a physician. Call someone to fix your furnace, and you hope that repair 
person was trained and knows what to do. How about someone who is going to minister for Christ? 
Well, most of us know that a school for pastors and missionaries is a seminary. We Baptists support six 
outstanding seminaries. They have a total of more than 18,000 students.

Steve and Amy Morgan wanted to prepare for a lifetime of ministry so they went to New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary. That’s one of our six schools. He got a master’s degree and she got a PhD. in 
counseling.

Steve and Amy were appointed Southern Baptist missionaries and were sent to Italy. They got there just 
before the COVID-19 pandemic struck in 2020, killing thousands. Steve and Amy are safe, but they have 
been on hold for months.

Today let’s thank God for New Orleans as it trains hundreds of future ministers and missionaries every 
year.

Let’s pray for Steve and Amy — and ask God that they can put their training to good use for Christ!



Valley Isle Fellowship CalendarValley Isle Fellowship Calendar

       24     9:00 am   1st Worship Service
           10:30 am   2nd Worship Service
      Childcare/Sunday School
           12:30 pm  Special Called Trustees Meeting
             5:00 pm   Reservations open
     25   6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online
     27   5:00 pm   Reservations close  
            6:30 pm   Youth Bible Study - online
     30   8:00 am   GriefShare Support Group 
            4:00 pm   Womenʻs Ministry Study “Matchless” 
        31   9:00 am   1st Worship Service
          10:30 am   2nd Worship Service
                 Childcare/Sunday School
            5:00 pm   Reservations open
 6:00 pm   Biblical Financial Literacy

     
     

      1   6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online

      3   5:00 pm   Reservations close  
           6:30 pm   Youth Bible Study - online
     6   8:00 am   GriefShare Support Group 
          4:00 pm   Womenʻs Ministry Study “Matchless”
        7    9:00 am   1st Worship Service
        10:30 am   2nd Worship Service
               Childcare/Sunday School
          5:00 pm   Reservations open
     8   6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online
    10  5:00 pm   Reservations close  
          6:30 pm   Youth Bible Study - online
    13  8:00 am   GriefShare Support Group 
          4:00 pm   Womenʻs Ministry Study “Matchless”

    14  9:00 am   1st Worship Service
        10:30 am   2nd Worship Service
               Childcare/Sunday School
         12:30 pm  Trustees Meeting
          5:00 pm   Reservations open
    15  6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online
    17  5:00 pm   Reservations close  
          6:30 pm   Youth Bible Study - online
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Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808) 419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com

Livestream:  Valley Isle Fellowship

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

@VIFMaui

Valley Isle Fellowship
251 Pualalea Circle , Wailuku, HI  96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  fax: (808) 249-0235 - vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING SERVICES

1st Worship Service - 9:00 am
2nd Worship Service - 10:30 am

    Childcare/Sunday School for
infants to grade 5 

following 2nd service worship/praise time

January 2021January 2021

 February 2021 February 2021



God is Always in Control!
Philippians 1:9-11

I. God is in control and everything                 for                . - Philippians 1:12-14

 A. Paul was                      and in                      .

 B. But it helped to spread the                                        .

 C. Everyone                    why he was in                    .

 D.                        heard and saw a                                  of the Good News.

 E.                      became confident and spoke boldly without                .

II. God is in control and even                   serves His purpose. - Philippians 1:20-24

 A. No                  but continued                       in the face of death.

 B. Live to honor to Jesus in              or in                    .

 C. To live means to                      Jesus.

 D.                   is far better.

 E. Living a fruitful life for Jesus is better for                       .

 F. Torn between two                    .

  1.                      to be with Jesus.

  2. Living to benefit                      .

  

III. God is in control so be                  . - Philippians 1:27-29

 A. Citizens of Heaven live                                            in this world.

 B. Worthy of the Lord and of His                                      .

 C. All citizens of Heaven live by the same                              .

 D. Not                              or                     .

 E. Worthy lives are a sign for the                      of their                              .

 F. The                        of living a worthy life.

 G. A powerful example: Rev. John Marrant – 

  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HTNXBYbwGFQ (20:09 – 24:35)

  Note: see link for video on website vifmaui.com under messages > audio / video > resources)
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