
Valley Isle Fellowship
Love God, Love His Church, Love His World
251 Pualalea Circle
Wailuku, HI  96793                                                   
Phone: (808) 244-0865  Fax: (808)249-0235

IN THIS   ISSUEISSUE:
     1   A Word From Your Trustees .  . .
     2   Note from Pastor Stephen     
     3   Pastor Search Committee
     4   Announcements
     5   Mission News 
     6   Cooperative Program Stories 
     7   VIF Calendar  

NEWSLETTER
January 23, 2022    ww.vifmaui.com

  A Word From Your Trustees . . .A Word From Your Trustees . . .
Steffen Yamada, Chairman of Trustees

church and a people that bring a sweet aroma church and a people that bring a sweet aroma 
to the throne of the King. to the throne of the King. 
He told the Israelites in He told the Israelites in 
Deuteronomy 31:6,Deuteronomy 31:6,  “The “The 
Lord Himself goes before you Lord Himself goes before you 
and will be with you, He will and will be with you, He will 
never leave you nor forsake never leave you nor forsake 
you.”you.” And surely, He will  And surely, He will 
accompany VIF to thrive in accompany VIF to thrive in 
His love, and through His His love, and through His 
Holy Spirit’s power lead us to be the people that Holy Spirit’s power lead us to be the people that 
He needs us to be. He needs us to be. 

“Lord, we acknowledge your sovereignty. Help “Lord, we acknowledge your sovereignty. Help 
us in our time of need not to be anxious, but to us in our time of need not to be anxious, but to 
use the light of Your Word to be a lamp unto use the light of Your Word to be a lamp unto 
our feet that it may empower, encourage and our feet that it may empower, encourage and 
enlighten us to be the light of the world, and enlighten us to be the light of the world, and 
the city on the hill. That we, through example of the city on the hill. That we, through example of 
Your Holy Spirit’s power, may reach those who Your Holy Spirit’s power, may reach those who 
are searching and lost in this world. are searching and lost in this world. 
In Jesus’ holy name. Amen”In Jesus’ holy name. Amen”
In Christ’s Love,In Christ’s Love,
SteffenSteffen

Dear Brothers and Sisters,Dear Brothers and Sisters,
We wish our beloved retired Pastor Steve all We wish our beloved retired Pastor Steve all 
God’s blessings as he embarks into a new stage God’s blessings as he embarks into a new stage 
in his walk with our Lord! We in his walk with our Lord! We 
also give thanks to God for also give thanks to God for 
providing VIF a servant who providing VIF a servant who 
unselfishly devoted himself unselfishly devoted himself 
to each and every one of us in to each and every one of us in 
our times of need. Each and our times of need. Each and 
every one of us can also tell every one of us can also tell 
a story when he was there for a story when he was there for 
us to spiritually encourage us to a place of peace us to spiritually encourage us to a place of peace 
and comfort, knowing that God was there, and and comfort, knowing that God was there, and 
not to fear, that God is in control. We all love not to fear, that God is in control. We all love 
and give thanks for the examples of love and and give thanks for the examples of love and 

friendship he had to friendship he had to 
give to all of us here give to all of us here 
at VIF! at VIF! 

There will also There will also 
be changes on the be changes on the 
administrative side administrative side 

of things, as Clarice will be reducing her of things, as Clarice will be reducing her 
workload, and will be switching from our full-workload, and will be switching from our full-
time Administrative Assistant to part-time. time Administrative Assistant to part-time. 
Office hours will be changing soon as well as Office hours will be changing soon as well as 
our newsletter will be changing to bulletin form our newsletter will be changing to bulletin form 
(per the Trustees). We will be exploring newer (per the Trustees). We will be exploring newer 
ways to communicate VIF news and updates.ways to communicate VIF news and updates.

So, we, too, have our So, we, too, have our 
own adventure to embark own adventure to embark 
upon, and let us not forget upon, and let us not forget 
Jeremiah 29:11Jeremiah 29:11, , “For I “For I 
know the plans I have for know the plans I have for 
you” declares the Lord, you” declares the Lord, 
“Plans to prosper you and “Plans to prosper you and 
not to harm you, to give not to harm you, to give 
you hope and a future.” you hope and a future.” 
God knows where, when God knows where, when 
and how to make VIF a and how to make VIF a 



Note from Pastor Stephen . . .Note from Pastor Stephen . . .

Dear People of Valley Isle Fellowship,

I must confess to you that last Sunday (Jan. 16th), was a very difficult day for us.  It was difficult 
because of all of you.  Your expressions of love and support humbled me and I had to fight hard 
to keep my emotions in check.  There were several times that I almost lost it and I had to put on 
a more hardened exterior in order to be able to make it through the day.  I have said it before 
and I want to say it again, “The best earthly aspect of Valley Isle Fellowship is each of you, the 
people of Valley Isle Fellowship!”  You are what made the day so difficult for both Clarice and me.  
I knew that it was going to be hard leaving VIF because of all of you, because I love and respect 
all of you so much.  Although Clarice and I will continue to live right next to you on Pualalea Circle, 
not seeing and worshiping with you on Sundays will be difficult.  

On Sunday evening, Clarice and I began to open your cards and gifts and from the bottom of our 
hearts, we want to express to you our deepest and fondest thank you for your love, support, and 
generosity.  It took us a while to go through all of your cards and gifts because we were both 
taking the time to absorb what you were expressing in your “love notes” to us.  Words are so 
inadequate to express our thankfulness to you, but during the next few weeks, we are intending 
to respond to each one of you.  It might take us a while because it is difficult to write anything 
through the tears.  

Once again, from the bottom of our hearts, “Thank You So Much!!!”  We love you and since we 
all live on such a small island, we look forward to seeing and greeting you whenever we see you 
in the community, at the stores, in the malls, at the restaurants, and wherever the Lord would 
arrange a meeting between us.  God bless and keep you all and please know that we will always 
be praying for you!!!

Yours in Christ,
Stephen & ClariceStephen & Clarice
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Pastor Search Committee
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  Jennifer Bagoyo Chair        Eugene Fontanilla
  Don Booth, Vice Chair             Wayland Kam, alternate
  Pam Edwards, Corresponding Secretary      Darin Olaso
  Grace Motonaga, Recording Secretary,        
       alternate

Praising God for all those who fasted and prayed as we seek the shepherd God has ordained 
for Valley Isle Fellowship.  Please continue to pray as we move toward meeting 

and talking with a potential candidate. These are our CONTINUAL prayers, oh LORD.

Pray for . . .
be PATIENT

For the revelation awaits an appointed time; it speaks of the end and will not prove false. 
Though it linger, wait for it; it will certainly come and will not delay. 

Habakkuk 2:3 NIV

HAPPY 2022 CHURCH FAMILY!

As we begin 2022, after having navigated the changing world in 2020 and 2021, we are blessed to have 
witnessed God’s FAITHFULNESS and to enter this new season KNOWING His SOVEREIGNTY and His 
GOODNESS. There are so many testimonies in the family of VIF that speak to seeing God at work; often not 
how we expect, but always in His Perfect Plan.

On Sunday, January 16, the Pastor Search Committee met via ZOOM for a 3rd time with a candidate we had 
begun speaking with in November. During the “pause” between our conversations, both the Pastor Search 
Committee and the candidate were thankful for the chance to CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS and for the time to 
spend time praying for God’s leading in developing our relationship together.

After a long and fruitful discussion in this last ZOOM meeting there were concerns that made it clear to the 
Pastor and his family that this was not the time to move forward with our conversations and he released Valley 
Isle to continue our search. His heart broke as did ours, but all could see God at work. 

The next steps in our Search process will be discussed at our regularly scheduled PSC meeting this Sunday. 
Taking a “one candidate at a time” approach for interviewing and relationship building means we have several 
good candidates already reviewed and we anticipate reaching out to those candidate(s).

The Pastor Search Committee continues to meet on Thursday evenings for prayer. Weekly prayer focus is 
printed in the weekly newsletter for VIF to participate in seeking God’s Leading and preparing our hearts to 
receive the man God has appointed to shepherd this church.

And here is where we see continued prayers for patience and perseverance at work.
For the revelation awaits an appointed time; it speaks of the end and will not prove false. Though it linger, wait 
for it; it will certainly come and will not delay. Habakkuk 2:3  

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Jennifer Bagoyo at 808 281- 6551 or Don Booth at 808 
495-1628. 



Childcare and Childcare and 
Sunday SchoolSunday School

During 2nd Service:During 2nd Service:

   Infants - 2 years - Childcare    Infants - 2 years - Childcare 
RoomRoom

      3 - 5 years - Overflow Lanai      3 - 5 years - Overflow Lanai

1st - 5th grade -  Fellowship Lanai1st - 5th grade -  Fellowship Lanai

For more information contactFor more information contact
Steffen Yamada Steffen Yamada 
(808)264-0397(808)264-0397

AnnouncementsAnnouncements
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Saturday mornings
8 - 10 a.m.

through April 2
Register online 

@ www.griefshare.org
Cost $10

For more information contact 
Don Booth (808)495-1628 

or
Massy Suguitan (808)283-6096

 Calling all VIF Women!! Calling all VIF Women!!
Sign-up in the back today to join us in the study of Sign-up in the back today to join us in the study of 

Mary Wiley s̒ ”Mary Wiley s̒ ”Everyday TheologyEveryday Theology”. ”. 
We will be exploring 8 essential doctrines: Scripture, God, Jesus, We will be exploring 8 essential doctrines: Scripture, God, Jesus, 

the Holy Spirit, humanity, salvation, the church, and the end times. the Holy Spirit, humanity, salvation, the church, and the end times. 
Know God more deeply as you examine these foundational truths.Know God more deeply as you examine these foundational truths.

Starting 1/17/2022 - Monday nights  - 6-7:30 p.m. - Starting 1/17/2022 - Monday nights  - 6-7:30 p.m. - onlineonline
Sign-up today to ensure we have a book for you!Sign-up today to ensure we have a book for you!

Contact Pam Edwards (808)446-4009 for more information.Contact Pam Edwards (808)446-4009 for more information.

Youth Bible StudyYouth Bible Study
Grades 6-12Grades 6-12

WednesdaysWednesdays
7 p.m.7 p.m.

in-personin-person
For more information contact

Wesley Kiaha 
(808) 281-4231

Filling the PulpitFilling the Pulpit

1/23  Brandon Kelly
1/31   Dr. Craig Webb, 
            Assistant Executive 
    Director of Assist, HPBC
2/6 Dr. Kenneth Priest, 
    Director of the Center
    of Church Revitalization, 
    Southwestern Baptist 
    Theological Seminary

2021 Contribution 2021 Contribution 
ReportsReports  

have been mailed. 
If you have not 
received yours, have 
questions or need a 
duplicate copy, contact 
the Church Office 

(808)244-0865.

Virtual Weekly Prayer 
Meeting

Monday nights 6:30 pm
Resumes Monday, January 31

Contact the Church Office 
for log-in information



MISSION NEWS
North American Missions Board  (NAMB) Missionary Spotlight

International Mission Board
Pray

https://www.imb.org/prayer-list/?searchtype=all

•West Africans in Paris, France-Many prayers have been lifted up for a Muslim-background believer from the 
Wolof people group who’s living in Paris. He’s navigated the ins and outs of getting his paperwork up to date 
so he can legally work in France. Praise God that Ousmane* has been able to work for the past two months and 
help support his family in Senegal! This has been a burden for him, especially since his father passed away two 
years ago. He’s one of many West Africans who immigrate to Europe each year in hopes of finding work in order 
to support their families. Pray for Ousmane to become more independent and settled into life in Paris. Many 
immigrants are marginalized and easily overlooked, making life there lonely and difficult. Ousmane is homesick 
for his family. Pray that as he gets more involved with the local church, his church will become his family and he 
will sense God’s deep love through the love of his church family. Ousmane has been invited to visit the United 
States and share his testimony, encouraging churches to keep sending out missionaries. He came to faith by the 
work of missionaries in his hometown in Senegal when he was 14. (*name changed)
•South Asian Peoples-Thank you for praying for a ministry to blind people in South Asia. During December, 
gatherings were held in several locations, canes were distributed, and the gospel was shared. Pray for those who 
attended, asking that they will receive spiritual sight through Jesus, the Light of the world.
•Maithili Speakers of Nepal and India (MAH-ti-lee)-Local leaders Tara,* Sunil,* and Mika* are working together 
to equip new believers to share their faith. Pray for these leaders and believers as they work together to see no place left 
among the Maithili-speaking people where the gospel hasn’t been shared. Please also pray for Laksha* and Sumitra,* 
who recently have said that they want to follow Jesus. Follow-up in discipleship has been difficult, and Sumitra is now 
wavering in her desire to follow Him. Please pray that Laksha will persevere and that Sumitra will push through this 
to true faith. Pray likewise for all those in South Asia who are wanting to follow Jesus but are struggling with similar 
issues. Petition for good discipleship to happen and for endurance in the faith. (*names changed)

•Urban Indigenous Peoples of Manaus, Brazil-muh-NOWS) - A missionary family will be returning to the field this 
month after their stateside assignment. Please pray for them during this transition, especially as their oldest daughter will be 
staying in college in the United States.

“Pray Godʻs protection over our church planting couples who are experiencing intense spiritual warfare. Also, pray 
against the spirit of suicide and depression that is on so many individuals in our city, especially the youth. Pray more 
indigenous church planting efforts will take place with leaders being raised up and sent out to plant churches in Las 
Vegas. Pray a disciple-making movement will happen in Las Vegas, resulting in people being saved and sent out for 
kingdom work.” - Heiden Ratner, Las Vegas Send City Missionary
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Las Vegas, NV

2,231,647
people live in 

metro Las Vegas

86.7%
of the population is

estimated as lost

1 SBC church for every
22,096

Las Vegas residents
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     IMP worker Mark Bustrum says, “Working with national partners is vital to 
long--term ministry...[because they] have keen and unique insights into their 
culture.” He and his wife, Hannah, learn from their national partners so that they 
can be “more impactful with the Gospel” where they live. He continues, “We 
donʻt do our work apart from our local partners.”
     The Bustrums, along with their partners, have taken ownership of the mission 
to bring the Gospel to unreached people in their European city. As such, God led 
them to plant a church in 2019. They have been meeting and developing leaders 
to lead the church and its ministries. Soon, it will become an independent, self-
supported church. Mark believes this type of relationship will be key to reaching 
the unreached in their city and beyond.
      THE COOPERATIVE PROGRAM is the financial fuel for reaching every 
person for Jesus Christ in every town, every city, every state, and every nation. 
Your support through the Cooperative Program gives missionaries like the 
Bustrums opportunities to build partnerships with local believers so more people 
can be reached with the Gospel of Jesus.
     PRAY for the Bustrums and their continued partnerships among national 
believers and missionaries.



Valley Isle Fellowship CalendarValley Isle Fellowship Calendar

23    9:00 am    1st Worship Service  - Brandon Kelly,  
      preaching
      10:30 am    2nd Worship Service - Brandon Kelly,  
      preaching
                   Childcare/Sunday School (Team #1)
       12-2  pm   NLICF - sanctuary
       1:00  pm   Pastor Search Committee Meeting
        5:00 pm   Reservations open
24    6:00 pm   Womenʻs Ministry “Everyday Theology”
26    5:00 pm    Reservations close
        7:00 pm   Youth Bible Study
29    8:00 am    GriefShare 
30    9:00 am    1st Worship Service  - Guest Preacher     
     Dr. Craig Webb, HPBC
      10:30 am    2nd Worship Service - Guest Preacher     

                 Dr. Craig Webb, HPBC
                        Childcare/Sunday School (Team #2)
      12-2  pm   NLICF - sanctuary
      1:00  pm   Pastor Search Committee Meeting
       5:00 pm   Reservations open
31   6:00 pm   Womenʻs Ministry “Everyday Theology”
       6:30 p.m. Weekly Prayer Meeting resumes

                             
2   5:00 pm    Reservations close
     7:00 pm   Youth Bible Study
5   8:00 am    GriefShare 

6   9:00 am    1st Worship Service  - Guest Preacher     
   Dr. Kenneth Priest, SWBTS
   10:30 am    2nd Worship Service - Guest Preacher     
   Dr. Kenneth Priest, SWBTS
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Livestream:  Valley Isle Fellowship
Link available @ www.vifmaui.com

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

Valley Isle Fellowship
251 Pualalea Circle, Wailuku, HI    96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  fax: (808) 249-0235 - vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING SERVICES

1st Worship Service - 9:00 am

2nd Worship Service - 10:30 am

Childcare/Sunday School 
for infants to grade 5 
following 2nd service 
worship/praise time

January 2022January 2022

February 2022February 2022



An Important ReminderAn Important Reminder

I.  Love ________. – Matthew 22:36-38

 A.  The ________  ________________ Commandment.

 B.  Loving God ______________ .

 C.  You ___________ do this.

II.  Love Your ________________ . – Matthew 22:39-40

 A.  An ____________  ________________ commandment.

 B.  Love _____________ (your ________________ ) as you love yourself.

 C.  All the ________ and demands of the _______________ depend on these

   two commandments.

III.  Let Your Life  ____________ . – 1 Peter 1:6-7

 A.  Without points I & II, point III is  _________________ .

 B.  In fact, without points I & II, you will never be ____________ with God.

 C.  Therefore, set your sight on the ___________  not  __________  view.

 D.  Let the trials accomplish God’s ______________ .

 E.  End _____________.

NOTES:
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