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Real Love, Grace, and Mercy, Immersed in Truth:
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

these classes to we, who are Christian ministers, we 
are encouraged not to address the possibility of an 
eternal Hell if one is not a Christian.  
I have chosen to go against this kind of teaching 
because I don’t believe it is loving, gracious, and/or 
merciful to give earthly comfort and peace of mind 
in one’s remaining days on earth as they face an 
eternity in Hell.  I firmly believe that you can lov-
ingly and mercifully convey the 
Gospel message and therefore 
offer the one dying the hope of 
God’s love, forgiveness, and the 
promise of eternal life.  Hell is 
such a horrific reality that every opportunity to lead 
one away from this eternal tragedy should and needs 
to be taken.
Love, grace, and mercy needs to always be immersed 
in truth.  When this is done, truth, no matter what 
it is, will always be delivered in a loving, gracious, 
and merciful manner.  Imagine in your own hearts 
how Jesus delivered these messages of truth:
This took place at the last supper. .  Matthew 26:21-
23 (NLT) 21  While they were eating, he said, “I tell 
you the truth, one of you will betray me.” 22  Greatly 
distressed, each one asked in turn, “Am I the one, 
Lord?” 23  He replied, “One of you who has just eat-
en from this bowl with me will betray me. 
This took place when Jesus cleansed the temple.  
Matthew 21:12-13 (NLT) 12  Jesus entered the 

John 3:16 (NLT) 16 “For God loved the world so 
much that he gave his one and only Son, so that 
every-one who believes in him will not perish but 
have eternal life.” This very familiar verse is the 
standard of God’s love, mercy, and grace displayed 
fully in living color and unashamedly immersed 
fully in truth.  God’s love, mercy, and grace are seen 
in that He gave His one and only Son.  As we study 
scripture, we see how Jesus left His throne in Heaven 
and came to earth in order to live an exemplary and 
perfect life in order to become the perfect sacrifice 
for our sins.  This further meant that His sacrifice 
meant dying for our sins in a 
humiliating and gruesome 
manner.  God’s unashamed 
proclamation of truth is fully 
displayed when He says that 
everyone who believes in Him 
will not perish but have eternal life.  God’s truth 
is that His love, mercy, and grace is offered to the 
whole world, but only those who believe in Him will 
receive it.  Those who receive it will not perish but 
will have eternal life.  This means that the opposite 
is also true, that those who don’t believe will not 
receive it.  They will perish and not have eternal 
life.
I would propose to you that there is no love, grace, 
and mercy if it is not immersed in truth.  I have 
experienced this kind of misguided love, grace, and 
mercy as loved ones face the impending death of their 
beloved.  In an effort not to distress their dying loved 
one, they hide the fact that death is imminent.  They 
persist in consistently telling their loved one not to 
worry and that all will be OK.  This philosophy is 
consistent with what many Clinical Pastoral Educa-
tion programs profess, that caring for the terminally 
ill means that you provide comfort and not distress 
as one comes to the end of their lives.  In teaching 
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Temple and began to drive out all the people buying and selling animals for sacrifice. He knocked over the 
tables of the money changers and the chairs of those selling doves. 13  He said to them, “The Scriptures 
declare, ‘My Temple will be called a house of prayer,’ but you have turned it into a den of thieves!” 
This took place when Jesus confronted Peter.  Matthew 26:33-34 (NLT) 33  Peter declared, “Even if 
everyone else deserts you, I will never desert you.” 34  Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, Peter—this very 
night, before the rooster crows, you will deny three times that you even know me.”  and  Matthew 16:23 
(NLT)  Jesus turned to Peter and said, “Get away from me, Satan! You are a dangerous trap to me. You 
are seeing things merely from a human point of view, not from God’s.” 
For Christians, being people of love, grace, and mercy who are immersed in the truth is so very important 
as we address all of the issues that confront us.  Let God’s love, grace, and mercy shine through us as we 
address all issues and relationship with God’s truth.  Remember that there is only one unforgivable sin 
(Matthew 12:31 (NLT)  “Every sin and blasphemy forgiven—except blasphemy against the Holy Spirit, 
which will never be forgiven), so all people need to be given the truth of one’s sin, but also the truth of 
God’s love and forgiveness.  On this day, January 20th, 2019, Sanctity of Life Sunday, this is especially 
true as we address this sensitive but very crucial issue. 
     ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~     

Womens Bible Study 
Starts Jan 24th from 

6:30 to 8 PM 
Sign up today on the 

back table.

There are times when worship 
overflows effortlessly from 
a heart full of gratitude and 
praise.  And there are times 
when God seems far and we 
feel we have nothing to offer.  
Throughout it all, God shows 

us His steadfast love.
Psalm 107 is a call to 

worship.
The Cost is $5.00 for a study-
booklet.  See Pam Edwards 

for more information.  
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Actions Speaks Louder Than Words!
Pastor Darren Sarmiento

“I’m ashamed to say that we’ve been too “weak” to do that!  But whatever they dare to boast about—I’m 
talking like a fool again—I dare to boast about it, too. Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? 
So am I. Are they descendants of Abraham? So am I. Are they servants of Christ? I know I sound like 
a madman, but I have served him far more! I have worked harder, been put in prison more often, been 
whipped times without number, and faced death again and again. Five different times the Jewish leaders 
gave me thirty-nine lashes. Three times I was beaten with rods. Once I was stoned. Three times I was 
shipwrecked. Once I spent a whole night and a day adrift at sea. I have traveled on many long journeys. I 
have faced danger from rivers and from robbers. I have faced danger from my own people, the Jews, as 
well as from the Gentiles. I have faced danger in the cities, in the deserts, and on the seas. And I have 
faced danger from men who claim to be believers but are not. I have worked hard and long, enduring 
many sleepless nights. I have been hungry and thirsty and have often gone without food. I have shivered 
in the cold, without enough clothing to keep me warm. Then, besides all this, I have the daily burden of 
my concern for all the churches. Who is weak without my feeling that weakness? Who is led astray, and 
I do not burn with anger? If I must boast, I would rather boast about the things that show how weak I am. 
God, the Father of our Lord Jesus, who is worthy of eternal praise, knows I am not lying. When I was in 
Damascus, the governor under King Aretas kept guards at the city gates to catch me. I had to be lowered 
in a basket through a window in the city wall to escape from him.” 2 Corinthians 11:21-33 NLT

The Apostle Paul is challenging the false Apostles who claim they have the true 
Jesus Gospel for the Corinthian church.  Paul is challenging the false Apostles 
not with intellect and speech but by what he has done or how the Lord is using 
him.  Some in the church were starting to listen to those with great speeches and 
intellect, but Paul is sort of showing them up by what he is willing to do or to 
allow himself to endure, with all kinds of persecution that he believes is worth it for 
the benefit of the church, to further the gospel, the good news.  Paul is clarifying 
if there are those who think they are better than him based on their strengths and 
qualifications.  He is saying that his weaknesses reveal God’s strength.  Paul is 

telling the church that the true gospel of Jesus can be seen by how much suffering he is willing to endure, 
not for himself but for the church. 
Some people can make claims that if you listen to them and follow them and you will be on the right path 
with God.  The Corinthian church was accepting it to some degree because it makes sense to listen to 
those who seemed like they have it altogether.  Paul challenges and refutes that by his qualifications that 
either matches up to theirs and even greater.  If anyone can boast about themselves, Paul sure could 
and did, but to our surprise he thought nothing is far greater than what one is willing to do for the sake of 
others and to further spread the gospel.
How Does This Apply to Us?
I believe it applies to both the leaders in the church and we the church as well.  Today in the 
contemporary church we are assuming that the more education, communication, other skills and even 
degrees one has, the better one is.  Unfortunately, that is not biblical.  
All of Jesus’ disciples who became Apostles were ordinary people with a couple exceptions.  We have 
somehow put those qualifications on our leaders, those who are coming into the ministry.  I am not 
against getting some form of training or education, however, I do feel we are over doing it at times. 
                      continued on next page
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The Apostle Paul was refuting the false Apostles by telling the church they 
were not more special than him.  In fact, what separates him from them is the 
lifestyle he is living. Think about it, no longer does anyone question Paul’s 
transformation from being a religious leader who was once killing Christians, 
to now being used by the Lord because of the life that he is willing to give to 
God.  In fact, Paul is telling the church because of the lifestyle he is living really 
proves that the gospel he preached to them is the real thing.  Leaders that our 
Father raises up are those who will go to any length to see the gospel planted 
and matured.  Leaders will lead others by example not by words alone.  
Here is why I believe Paul is showing and telling the church that in essence a changed life supersedes 
a qualified and skilled set life.  Paul did mention all the qualifications that he has but in the book of 
Philippians 3:8 he also said he counts “...everything as rubbish compared to knowing Christ.”  
In my own words, I believe Paul is saying this to the Church.  My life is a reflection of the kind of life you 
can and should be living.  Paul’s way of life is an example for others to follow.  Is that possible?  He says 
it in 1Corinthians 11:1 “Imitate me as I imitate Christ Jesus.”  Paul is living out his life for God and others 
not based on any external qualifications but on the internal gospel message, the Good News. 
Here’s my point to all this when it comes to we the church.  We can do and endure all things just like Paul 
because we are qualified when we believed in the gospel, in Jesus, not by any external education or 
training.  Paul didn’t count on what he achieved in the past to help him in the present, it was him follow-
ing, trusting and counting on Jesus to do it all through him.  The Corinthian church could trust that Paul 
and the gospel was the right one because the actions in his life was proof the Lord was working through 
him. 
Today, I call that “Actions Speaks Louder Than Words.”  We can tell people, all we think about is 
how we are living for Jesus, but if they can’t see it in us, then maybe we’re not.  I truly believe that the 
church believed more of what Paul said and not by words alone, but by action.  
The church can tell others of the things Paul did and it was more of the persecutions he went through 
than the moral way of life he is living for Jesus.  Let our lives and our words speak on behalf of Jesus and 
our Father.  Words don’t mean a whole lot if it is not accompanied by actions (James 2:18-20).  Let’s live 
our lives by investing in others so we can show and tell of the wonderful Good News God has for them.
 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Friday, February 1, 2019    
5:30 p.m.

For more information contact 
Shanley @ 

(808) 280-2690
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Announcements

PUSHPAY - JANUARY 2019- CHECK IT OUT
A NEW WAY YOU MAY BE ABLE TO MAKE CONTRIBUTIONS 

ELECTRONICALLY   It is EASY.  Ask me I can help you.

Three ways to give

 1). Go to VIFMAUI.com and click on the GIVE button at the top of the webpage.

 2). Text VIFMAUI to 77977

 3). Coming soon - the “PushPay” phone app for Valley Isle Fellowship.

All of the above options will give you the ability to donate via:

 1). Your checking account

 2). Your debit card

 3). Your credit card.

Additional Benefits:

 You can give to different funds (be sure to click the down arrow).•	
•	

 You can set up for reoccurring giving.•	
•	

 You can see your giving statement at any time.•	
•	

 You can elect to cover costs for the church when giving.•	
•	

 You can change method’s or ways at any time.•	
•	

 You can set up when you want your payment to be made.•	
•	

 Available 24 hours a day - 7 days a week.•	



Church Cleaning Schedule

Week of January 24-26
Team 4

Wendy I, Lynette K, Priscilla T*, 
Jennifer R, Paul R

Week of  January 31-Feb. 2
Team 5

Carol Sn, Makanani C, Margie B, Don B,
Josie Y*, Bautista Family

Week of  February 7-9
Team 6

Hubert I*, Leslie T, Ernie P, Chad K, 
*Key Monitor

Week of  February 14-16
Team 1

Yeiko E, Elaine Y, Teri C, Cecile H, 
Cathy D, Kenneth K, Lucille K*

Sign-up on the back table 
to be a part of this

ministry. 

Announcements
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         Childcare Ministry Schedule

 Today    Jan 20    Team 2: Wendy C, Christine B, Vija B,
     Rihanna V, Lauryn I
               Jan..27   Team 3: Francis C, Jaydee G, Davin G,
       Char C, Wayne S
               Feb 3     Team 4: Cheeng S, Jezra S, Joanne R.
      Kayla R, Kaitlyn R
               Feb. 10   Team 1: Karen F, Alysha F, Melanie F
      Hawea R,

List of Services in Church
1.Ushers: Seat people, Offering & Tithes, Lord’s
 Supper.
2.Greeters: Greet people, pass out newsletter.
3.Hospitality: Coffee ministry, purchase & restocking 
paper products and bathroom supplies.
4.Sound team: Sound technicians.
5.Music Team: Musicians & singers.
6.Buildings and Landscaping team: Water grounds, 
misc. Maintenance of building.
7.Cleaning teams: Cleaning of Worship Center, 
bathrooms & lanais.
8.Children’s ministry Team: Teachers to teach age 
related classes, childcare.
9.Youth Ministry Team: Adult men and women to 
teach our youth.
10.Announcements team: Events or news.
11.Computer and PP team: Managing and input PP 
songs and sermons, learning and using new software.
12.Cameramen: Video service and take pictures at 
events, upload to website.
13.Website team: Maintain and update website.
14.SG Team Leaders: Disciple and lead a small 
group.
You may contact the church office for more information 
at (808) 244-0865

Announcements

Coffee Bar Ministry
Come and fellowship

(8 am - 9 am and 10:30 am - 11:30 am)
We welcome your favorite  dish to share



MISSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

NAMB Missionary Spotlight:
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Please pray that the Lordʻs love and power would work 
in me to seek His face, love my family and shepherd 
the church.  Pray Lord would send laborers for the 
Harvest!

Midwest
Despite the regionʻs image of good, hard-working, 
church-going residents, many have never set foot in a 
church.
Pray for church planting and kingdom impact in the 
underserved communities in the Midwest that are chal-
lenged by violence, poverty, drugs, family dysfunc-
tion and other such social ills.  Pray for the pastors and 
churhes that are funtioning effectively in these com-
munities and that God would send more workers into 
these places desperately in need of the light of Christ.  
Pray specifically for the wives and children of planters 
in the Midwest in light of the unique family pressures 
that they must endure in obedience to the call.  Pray that 
these families might function as a team as they advance 
Christʻs kingdom together.

PrayerConnect 
Connect with missionaries and chaplains by praying for them 

and their work, either through specific ministry prayer requests 
or on their birthdays

David Tolliver
01 09 2019 | Jefferson City, Mo.
David Tolliver is a chaplain serving the Missouri 
Department of Corrections. I have experienced some 
health issues lately. My blood pressure has gone dan-
gerously low. I spent five days in the hospital and away 
from my ministry. I returned to the prison, but after 
three days, I passed out again, this time in the middle 
of a maximum security prison. At this time, we do not 
have any answers as to why this has happened. I have 
been back to the prison for three weeks now with only 
a couple of minor incidents. Please pray that God will 
allow me to continue my ministry and that He will give 
me opportunities to witness to the men in the prison 
about the healing and strength Christ gives.

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer

https://www.imb.org/pray/

* Bambara of Mali-(BAHM-bah-rah) - “Thank you 
for praying for the beginning of a church plant in ‘Cady 
Town.’ This urban suburb outside the capital city of 
Bamako is a ‘hub city’ that is visited by many differ-
ent people groups. In early December, we saw the first 
baptism there! Join us in celebrating and praising God 
that Malian workers were able to baptize the man they 
have been discipling. Please keep praying as workers 
continue to work on forming a group of believers in 
‘Cady Town.’”
* South Asian Peoples-Pray for a family conference 
that will be held in January. All together and also in 
smaller groups, the participants will study Scripture to 
understand God’s plan for relationships in the family. 
Pray that all will have open minds and hearts and that 
they will be able to apply God’s instructions in their 
own lives and families.
*Karamojong of Uganda-(CARE-ah-muh-jong) - The 
Karamojong Team asks: “Pray for steadfastness and 
courage for our Karamojong brothers and sisters as they 
grow in their faith and share the gospel. “Be on your 
guard; stand firm in the faith; be courageous; be strong” 
(1 Corinthians 16:13 NIV).



Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar

January 2019
      20 9:00 am- Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
   6:00 pm -  Evening Service/Study
      21 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
         Martin Luther King Day-Holiday- Office Closed
      23 6:30 pm - Youth Night
      27 9:00 am-  Worship Service 
     - Ordinance of Lordʻs Supper 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
  6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
      28 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
      30 6:30 pm - Youth Night

February 2019
        1 5:30 pm - MOvinG Men of God Menʻs Ministry 
        3   9:00 am - Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School

  6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
        4 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
        6 6:30 pm - Youth Night
       10 9:00 am - Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
           12:00 pm - Trustees Meeting
   6:00 pm -  Evening Service/Study
      14 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
      16 6:30 pm - Youth Night
      17 9:00 am - Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
   6:00 pm -  Evening Service/Study
      18 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
         Presidents Day-Holiday- Office Closed
      20  6:30 pm - Youth Night
      24 9:00 am - Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
   6:00 pm -  Evening Service/Study
      25 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

Valley Isle Fellowship
1033 Waiale Rd., PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SERVICE

Worship Service - 9:00 am

Sunday School - 10:30 am
*  *  *  *  *

SUNDAY EVENING
SERVICE

Worship/Study
6:00 pm

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

@VIFMaui

Associate Pastor
Darren Sarmiento

cell:  (808)757-1651
email:  darrens@vifmauihawaii.com

Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808)419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com
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Sanctity of Life
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro
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AM Sermon Note:
 This morning, Sanctity of Life Sunday 2019, I will be addressing the issue of 
Abortion.  This is a very sensitive issue that touches many in our community and also 
in our church.  
 Love and Compassion needs to envelop us as I try to address this horrific evil.  
Please pray and listen to the Lord as I try to be His servant in presenting this issue to 
you.

PM Sermon Note:
 This evening, I will continue to address the Abortion issue.  I will be showing some 
videos of Physicians who started their careers as pro-choice advocates who performed 
many abortions, but changed to pro-life activist who no longer do abortions and who are 
doing their best to try to end this horrible tragedy.


