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New and Exciting Things in 2019:
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

to get reenergized and that God is beginning to use 
them for His glory.  I want to encourage all of you 
to seek after the Lord and to see where He would 
desire you to serve.  All of us have been called to 
be servant Christians.  Our primary call is not to be 
spectators, but to be players 
who are involved in serving 
our Lord.  One important 
way is by seeking to serve 
the Lord through the church 
that He has led us to.  If the 
Lord has led you to Valley 
Isle Fellowship, He has led you to serve through 
VIF.  Seek after the Lord and explore what He 
desires of you.
Valley Isle Fellowship will glorify the Lord through 
the army of volunteers that He has led here, not 
through the few that are on your staff.  You, the 
army of volunteers, are the cream of our crop that 
the Lord desires to use to glorify His name.  Many 
of you are already serving the Lord in great and 
mighty ways and we want to do all in our power to 
encourage ALL of you to take up your high 
privilege and experience the joy and fulfill-
ment that comes through serving Jesus Christ.
Finally, we are so grateful for all that God has 
provided for us in this building and property that 
He has chosen to gift to us to steward over.  All of 
this belongs to the Lord and He has chosen us to 

We are in 2019, whether we like it or not.  I, for one, 
am excited about what lies ahead of us, in spite of 

the challenges that seem 
to be very discouraging.  
I choose to focus on the 
exciting prospects and 
eventualities that are pre-
senting themselves to us.  

Valley Isle Fellowship, we are in for a tremendous 
year where we can realize the glory of our loving and 
merciful God.
Let me point out some of the prospects as we high-
light 2019.  First of all, a new giving platform is now 
available to all of us.  For several years, we have had 
inquiries into the possibility of the giving electroni-
cally of our tithes and offering.  Up until recently, 
this was not available in VIF.  However, because of 
the dedication and hard work of our treasurer, Pam 
Edwards, we now have this option available to us.  
For those who want to give in this manner, this is 
now available to you.  For those who would rather 
continue to give in the same way that you have been 
giving, that is still very acceptable.  A word of caution 
needs to be given at this point.  We know that debt is a 
tremendous problem for many.  As VIF opens up this 
new platform of giving, we want to remind you that 
this is a convenient and easy way to give, but it could 
become an easy way to increase your debt load and 
that would not be pleasing to the Lord.  Please give 
as the Lord desires, and this would certainly mean 
that you should not increase your indebtedness.  
Remember what scripture says in Romans 13:8 
(NLT) 8 Owe nothing to anyone—except for your 
obligation to love one another.  If you love your 
neighbor, you will fulfill the requirements of God’s 
law. 
It also appears to me that our ministries are beginning 

          continued on next page
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manage it.  We take the privilege and responsibility very seriously.  Therefore, we are beginning to plan 
for the development and stewardship of these facilities.  A new building team is now being organized and 
over the next 2 years we will be presenting ideas and plans that we pray will continue to glorify the Lord.  
Several areas of need have been discovered that we will be trying to address.  We also still own the proper-
ty on High Street that we are leasing to Maui Christian Academy.  Our contract with them goes through the 
summer of 2020, so we need to be looking at what we should be doing.  Then, renovating our current 
building here in Waikapu and maybe even building additional facilities will also be investigated.  
I know that in the building of our current facilities, for me, it was a difficult and very draining process.  If 
we are going to accomplish things that will glorify the Lord, it will take all of us and not just a few of us.  
Your growing in your love for the Lord and finding a place of service will be crucial in the days ahead.  It 
will bring more dishonor to the Lord if we find ourselves burning out in service 
to the Lord.  We need to prosper and flourish in loving and serving the Lord.  
2019 is here … let us strive with all that is within us to make this into the year 
where Jesus Christ will be glorified through all that Valley Isle Fellowship is and 
does.  God bless you all and let’s all move forward to glorify Him!

     ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~    

Dear Ladies,  you are invited to a study starting Thursday 
Jan 24th from 6:30 to 8 PM called Steadfast.

There are times when worship overflows effortlessly 
from a heart full of gratitude and praise. And there are 
times when God seems far and we feel we have nothing 
to offer. Throughout it all, God shows us His steadfast 

love.
 
Psalm 107 is a call to worship. It reminds us that each season of life is an 
opportunity to reveal the anchor of our souls. In this 7-session Bible study, 
learn to face both storms and deserts with courage and trust in Jesus, and 
discover how tests in our journeys of faith reveal the true condition of our 
hearts. For there is no fear for the one who fears the Lord, the one whose 

soul is anchored in His steadfast love.
The Cost is $5.00 for a booklet.  Sign up today on the back table

See Pam Edwards for more information.  



-3 -

Discipleship Insight
Pastor Darren Sarmiento

Happy New Year again to all of you.

I hope 2018 was a great year for you personally.  I hope that it was filled with joy and laughter 
even though we know there can be bumps in the road at times.  My hope and prayer to all of 
us this year is that we continue what we started, being part of God’s plan and work, which is 
discipleship. 
I want to kick off this year by scheduling to meet with all of you 
individually.  I started out this year already with this past Sunday service 
speaking a message titled, “Discipleship Tested”.  I encourage you if you 
haven’t already heard it to go to our website and listen to the message 
or you can even go on YouTube and watch the service too.  After listen-
ing to the message, I hope you will understand why I am going to move 
forward with passion, accountability and commitment that I want from all of 
us so we can proceed in making disciples of Jesus.  I know the end result 
is left to God our Father.  I also know that He is giving us the privilege to 
be involved in the process to get to the end result.  Just like I said in my 
sermon. 
The whole point to making disciples is to have a passion and desire to want to disciple others, 
and where it begins is to have a desire and passion for Jesus.  Being given the responsibility of 
discipleship in our church from Pastor Steve I truly believe we all have to be on the same page 
in understanding, knowing and moving together in the same direction and on the same path.
Francis Chan writes in his book, “Letters to the Churches” that the unity of the church is the 
testimony to the world for God’s glory.  I have created a booklet on discipleship.  It describes 
what discipleship looks like in our church, what were doing and why are we doing it that way. 
While going through this book we will have conversations on how to do it in small groups.  This 
year is going to be the year I hope and pray we give ourselves to the Lord for His pleasure.  And 
in it we will see more and more people believe in Jesus and understand and want to become a 
disciple of Jesus. 
Please contact me to schedule a time to meet to go over the material and let’s work together to 
glorify the LORD and rejoice that lives are being saved and changed intentionally!

Thank You,
Pastor Darren



Church Cleaning Schedule

Week of  January 17-19
Team 3

Mickie A*, Ann M, Carol S, Phyllis N,
Ken S, George A.

Week of January 24-26
Team 4

Wendy I, Lynette K, Priscilla T*, 
Jennifer R, Paul R

Week of  January 31-Feb. 2
Team 5

Carol Sn, Makanani C, Margie B, Don B,
Josie Y*, Bautista Family

Week of  February 7-9
Team 6

Hubert I*, Leslie T, Ernie P, Chad K, 
*Key Monitor

Sign-up on the back table 
to be a part of this

ministry. 

Announcements
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         Childcare Ministry Schedule

 Today    Jan. 13    Team 1: Karen F, Alysha F, Melanie F
       Hawea R,
               Jan 20    Team 2: Wendy C, Christine B, Vija B,
     Rihanna V, Lauryn I
               Jan..27   Team 3: Francis C, Jaydee G, Davin G,
       Char C, Wayne S
               Feb 3     Team 4: Cheeng S, Jezra S, Joanne R.
      Kayla R, Kaitlyn R

List of Services in Church
1.Ushers: Seat people, Offering & Tithes, Lord’s
 Supper.
2.Greeters: Greet people, pass out newsletter.
3.Hospitality: Coffee ministry, purchase & restocking 
paper products and bathroom supplies.
4.Sound team: Sound technicians.
5.Music Team: Musicians & singers.
6.Buildings and Landscaping team: Water grounds, 
misc. Maintenance of building.
7.Cleaning teams: Cleaning of Worship Center, 
bathrooms & lanais.
8.Children’s ministry Team: Teachers to teach age 
related classes, childcare.
9.Youth Ministry Team: Adult men and women to 
teach our youth.
10.Announcements team: Events or news.
11.Computer and PP team: Managing and input PP 
songs and sermons, learning and using new software.
12.Cameramen: Video service and take pictures at 
events, upload to website.
13.Website team: Maintain and update website.
14.SG Team Leaders: Disciple and lead a small 
group.
You may contact the church office for more information 
at (808) 244-0865

Announcements

Coffee Bar Ministry
Come and fellowship

(8 am - 9 am and 10:30 am - 11:30 am)
We welcome your favorite  dish to share



- 5 -

Announcements

PUSHPAY - JANUARY 2019- CHECK IT OUT
STAY A WHILE, SUNDAY AFTER THE MORNING SERVICE. 

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT LAST WEEK.  
A NEW WAY YOU MAY BE ABLE TO MAKE CONTRIBUTIONS 

ELECTRONICALLY   

Three ways to give

 1). Go to VIFMAUI.com and click on the GIVE button at the top of the webpage.

 2). Text VIFMAUI to 77977

 3). Coming soon - the “PushPay” phone app for Valley Isle Fellowship.

All of the above options will give you the ability to donate via:

 1). Your checking account

 2). Your debit card

 3). Your credit card.

Additional Benefits:

 You can give to different funds (be sure to click the down arrow).• 
• 

 You can set up for reoccurring giving.• 
• 

 You can see your giving statement at any time.• 
• 

 You can elect to cover costs for the church when giving.• 
• 

 You can change method’s or ways at any time.• 
• 

 You can set up when you want your payment to be made.• 
• 

 Available 24 hours a day - 7 days a week.• 



MISSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

NAMB Missionary Spotlight:
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Pray that we will effectively reach out to Filipinos in the 
Queens area through Bright Spot Community Center 
and for God to bless us as we plant an Indonesian church 
in California and a Ghanaian church in the Bronx.

Washington, D.C.
“Please pray that more midterm to long-term team 
members would move to D.C.  Pray that we could find 
more facilities and affordable meeting locations for our 
churches.  Also, pray that our planterʻs wives would 
stay encouraged.”

6,227,722 people live in metro Washington, D.C.
55.8%  are unaffiliated with any religious body
12.5% are affiliated with an evangelical church

1 SBC church for every 10,176 Washington, D.C. 
residents

PrayerConnect 
Connect with missionaries and chaplains by praying for them 

and their work, either through specific ministry prayer requests 
or on their birthdays

Jimmy Horsley
01 02 2019 | Idaho Falls, Idaho
Jimmy Horsley is a church planter serving in Idaho. 
Pray for my health. I have recently had pulmonary embo-
lisms—many blood clots in each lung. Also, please pray 
for a change of hearts in this area. Pray that people would 
see the need for Jesus of the Bible, not a variation or an-
other god. Please pray for my children, Jax (5) and Dylan 
(11), as in their public school there have been issues due 
to our faith difference. Pray God will help them to under-
stand the why and help us as parents to use this situation as 
a teachable moment in their lives. Pray for my wife, Bon-
nie, as she has a job at a school different from our kids’ 
school. This has been a great ministry, and she has been 
able to meet people throughout the community, helping us 
meet needs for them.
Larry Brant
08 22 2018 | Camp Lejeune, NC
Larry Brant is the chaplain serving Combat Logis-
tics Battalion 22 at Camp Lejeune in North Carolina. 
Please pray for our battalion as part of the 22nd Marine 
Expeditionary Unit. Please pray for all the chaplains as we 
seek to minister in the name of Christ.

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer

https://www.imb.org/pray/

* American Peoples-Please pray for the arrival of the 
Cornett family, who will be joining the Colombia Sierra 
Nevada Team. Pray that the Lord will help them priori-
tize their needs and that he will provide for those needs 
in ways that glorify him and that facilitate proclaiming 
him in the future. Pray that the Cornetts’ children will 
be flexible and adjust to changes quickly. Ask that this 
family will adapt quickly to Colombian Spanish.
* Theological Education in Kenya-The Theological 
Education Team asks: “Please pray for volunteer teams 
that will be assisting with two major projects. The first 
will be a team of pastors who will assist us in providing 
church leadership training in West Pokot Baptist Con-
vention on the characteristics of a biblical church. The 
second team will be helping with a remodeling project 
at Kenya Baptist Theological College, as well as help-
ing a new church-planting project to start.”
* East Asian Peoples-Many East Asian churches want 
to do more to bless their society. Pray that they will 
have the courage and wisdom needed to serve the less 
fortunate, the elderly, and the sick. The needs that sur-
round them are great. Ask God to strengthen churches 
in western China as they train their members to share 
Christ with others.



Evening Worship Service Notes 
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro
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January 13, 2019
Valley Isle Fellowship

PM Service
A Grand Plan From The Grand Master

Ephesians 1:1-14

I.   God’s adoption. – Ephesians 1:1-5
     A. Granted every______________ _____________.
     B. __________ with Christ _____________ His blessings.
     C. Our _____________ brings great _____________ to our Lord.

II.  God’s kindness and mercy. – Ephesians 1:6-8
     A. Belonging to Jesus brings His glorious __________.
     B. He is so abundant in _____________ and __________.
     C. He purchased our ____________.
 1. With the __________ of Jesus.
 2. _____________ our sins.
     D. Grants ___________ and __________________.

III. God’s plan. – Ephesians 1:9-14
     A. This plan fulfills His ____________ and brings Him _____________.
     B. Right ___________.
     C. Right ___________ of ____________.
     D. Right ________________.
     E. Right _________________.
     F. Right ______________.



Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar

January 2019
       13  9:00 am- Worship Service 
                             Pushpay Recap
           10:30 am - Sunday School
           12:00 pm - Trustees Meeting
   6:00 pm -  Evening Service/Study
      14 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
      16 6:30 pm - Youth Night
      20 9:00 am- Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
   6:00 pm -  Evening Service/Study
      21 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
         Martin Luther King Day-Holiday- Office Closed
      23 6:30 pm - Youth Night
      27 9:00 am-  Worship Service 
     - Ordinance of Lordʻs Supper 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
  6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
      28 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

      30 6:30 pm - Youth Night

February 2019
        1 5:00 pm - MOvinG Men of God Menʻs Ministry 
        3   9:00 am - Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
  6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
        4 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
        6 6:30 pm - Youth Night
       10 9:00 am - Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
           12:00 pm - Trustees Meeting
   6:00 pm -  Evening Service/Study
      14 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
      16 6:30 pm - Youth Night
      17 9:00 am - Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
   6:00 pm -  Evening Service/Study
      18 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

Valley Isle Fellowship
1033 Waiale Rd., PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SERVICE

Worship Service - 9:00 am

Sunday School - 10:30 am
*  *  *  *  *

SUNDAY EVENING
SERVICE

Worship/Study
6:00 pm

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

@VIFMaui

Associate Pastor
Darren Sarmiento

cell:  (808)757-1651
email:  darrens@vifmauihawaii.com

Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808)419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com
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My Weakness, His Stage
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro
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I.   My _______________ and _______________ can be a source of Joy. 
     – 2 Corinthians 12:5-7a 
     A. Don’t focus on the ________________.
     B. Focus on the ________ of the _______________.
     C. This focus causes _____________ and ________ in the ____________ of 
     the Lord.

II.  _________ - _________________ is a deadly trap. – 2 Corinthians 12:7b
     A. God challenges your __________ and _________.
     B. He allows __________ to torment you.
     C. Satan challenges and tests you to keep your __________.
     - 1 Corinthians 10:12-13 

III. Your _______________ can become key on God’s __________.
     – 2 Corinthians 12:8-10
     A. Are you willing to let _________ be ________?
     B. Are you willing to let God’s ___________ work through you?
 1. Let God use your:
     a. _____________ and _________.
     b. ________________.
     c. ________________.
 2. Boast about them.
 3. Allows God to stage His __________, __________, and ___________.
     C. Your weakness is your _____________.
     D. You may think it _______________, but with God all things are ___________.
     - Matthew 19:26 


