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Guarding Your Private Moments
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

The most critical challenges that are ahead of us in while he was there alone. At times He would spend
2020 and beyond are the challenges that would test
our love and obedience to Jesus Christ. These challenges seem to be growing in number and intensity.
The venues where these challenges
take place are also widening. The
challenges in the public square are
the ones that get the most media
attention. Then, the challenges
that take place in the church are also very concerning. However, I believe that the most critical venues
are in the privacy of our own homes. Our private
moments are the ones that would most accurately
define and describe who we actually are. These are
the moments that really begin to unveil whether our
love for Jesus Christ is genuine or not. These are the
moments that may be the most unguarded times in
our lives.
Therefore, I would like to challenge us that we revive
our vigilance to faithfully and consistently guard
and nurture our love and obedience to Jesus Christ.
These private moments also include our precious
times with the most intimate people in our lives. I
believe our battle with the devil is most intense during these private times.
It was Jesus’ customary practice to rise early in
the morning and to spend time with His Heavenly
Father in prayer. Mark 1:35 (NLT) 35 Before daybreak the next morning, Jesus got up and went out
to an isolated place to pray. Many times after ministering to people, He would remove Himself from the
public in order to prayer with His Heavenly Father.
Matthew 14:22-23 (NLT) 22 Immediately after this,
Jesus insisted that his disciples get back into the boat
and cross to the other side of the lake, while he sent
the people home. 23 After sending them home, he
went up into the hills by himself to pray. Night fell

all night in prayer. Luke 6:12 (NLT) One day soon
afterward Jesus went up on a mountain to pray, and
he prayed to God all night.
It was vitally important to Jesus that He diligently
guarded His private times with His Heavenly Father
and if it was important to Jesus, it should also be important for all of us. Jesus was in an intense battle
with the devil so He intensively and comprehensively guarded His personal and private times with His
Father. There is a message from our Lord to all of
us. We need to establish, enhance, and protect our
personal relationship with our Heavenly Father. We
would do well to follow the example of Jesus. He
commonly would begin the day early in prayer. He
would also commonly steal away from the crowds
after a time of ministry to pray. My take on this is
that He was going to His Heavenly Father to thank
Him for blessing Him and to ask Him to give Him
guidance and strength. To Jesus,
prayer (communicating with His
Heavenly Father) was both significant and pivotal. Prayer in our
lives needs to also be significant
and pivotal.
It is impossible for anyone, except you personally, to
gauge how effectively you are guarding and protecting your personal prayer life. However, I would like
to strongly encourage you to honestly evaluate your
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Guarding Your Private Moments
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

prayer life and then to take whatever measures necessary to follow in the footsteps of Jesus in bolstering
your prayer life. Your personal, private times with the Lord is so important because your personal relationship with Jesus will influence and determine your presence and standing in all of your other venues.
It is extremely important that we guard our love and obedience to Jesus Christ with great and growing
vigilance.
As I close this article, I would like to put before you a personal request for you to seriously consider. A
united time in prayer for Valley Isle Fellowship has been a dream and a desire of mine. I believe that if
it is important for us as individuals to guard our private times of prayer, it is also vitally and significantly
important for Valley Isle Fellowship to guard our times of prayer. We have designated Monday evenings
from 6:30-7:30 to be our dedicated time of prayer. We pray for all of the prayer requests that are submitted each week and we also pray for the many other things that God places on our
hearts. However, because of low and declining attendance, we are endangered in seeing
this dedicated time of prayer done away with. In order for this time of prayer to continue, there will need to be a change in the hearts of Valley Isle Fellowship. We need a
rearrangement of our priorities and a commitment to gather together in the presence of
the Lord to bring our concerns to Him and to hear from Him over His concerns. This
time of prayer is not programmed to bring comfort and a good feeling to all who attend. Many times,
there is great discomfort and a very uneasy feeling that we walk away with. In these prayer meetings, we
are truly trying to give complete control to Jesus Christ. This means that we are seeking to lose control so
that He can be in control. Consider making this prayer time a new priority in your lives and join with us
on Monday evenings from 6:30 to 7:30. God bless you all!
			*		*		*		*		*

Dear People of VIF:
After struggling without an office, I have decided
to primarily do my work from my home. I want to
still be available to all of you, so please feel free to
call me on my cell (419-8100) or call our church
office (244-0865). My home is not the best place to
meet because of limited parking, but we can meet at
the church or any other setting that would meet both
or our needs. Therefore, if you drop by the church
in hopes of finding me, I may or may not be here.
Thank you for your prayers and understanding.
God bless you all.
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Malama Pregnancy Center
Rummage Sale

Saturday January 25, 2020

at

Lahaina Baptist Church
They would like to ask for your
participation in welcomed
donations of slightly used goods.
Please don’t forget to shop at the
Rummage sale too.
For more info.
Contact MPC@ 280-5810

Announcements

3rd Annual Fundraiser
“Spam Jamz Event”

In collaboration with Kahului Baptist Church, the
Biblical Counseling Center of Maui is hosting
itʻs 3rd Annual Fundraiser Spam Jamz Event on
March 21st, 2020.
We are asking for your support and appreciate your commitment to the Biblical Counseling Center of Maui and its
patrons. We request that you consider committing a
TEAM of 2 people. These individuals will compete in
the SPAMZ EVENT on MARCH 21, 2020. They will be
tasked to raise $500 each, for a total of $1000 by March
14th,2020. The $1000 donation will be the entry fee for
the SPAM JAMZ event. Team packets will be ready for
them the second week of January to start solicitation of
donations.
Individuals wishing to attend the lunch event may purchase a ticket to attend and to support their team. All
proceeds will go to the Biblical Counceling Center of
Maui. We would like to meet with you to address any
“Men’s” Ministry is
questions you may have. We hope that your church will
looking for a Team to help
consider participating and support our event. We appre“develop / strategize” the
ciate your time and partnership and will follow up with a
ministry and together
time to meet to discuss the details further.
build strong men of God.
If you are interested
please contact
Brandon Kelly @
228-236-7334

ON MISSION February 2020
TWO THIRDS WORLD NETWORK and YOU!
ALL YOU NEED is the HEART to go. Please PRAY
about joining. You will be BLESSED!
Mission to REBUILD
February 15-28, 2020
Contact Vince Bagoyo for more details 357-3842

-3-

Announcements

Church Cleaning Schedule

Our Creator gave us the responsibility to
maintain this property as good stewards.
It is a large responsibility.
Won’t you lend a helping hand as
many hands make LIGHT work.
Call the office at 244-0865

Week of January 16 - 18
Team 1
Yeiko E, Elaine Y, Teri C,
Cathy D, Kenneth K, Lucille K*
Week of January 23 - 25
Team 2
Paul Y*, Linda Y, Loida P, Ruth M,
Jean K, Elisa R.

God First

Coffee Second
Come and fellowship

Week of January 30-Feb. 1
Team 3
Mickie A*, Ann M, Carol S, Phyllis N,
Ken S, George A.

(10:30 am - 11:30 am)
Would you like to serve in the fellowship
ministry? Contact Rosy for more
information @ 244-8185

Week of February 6 - 7
Team 4
Wendy I, Lynette K, Jennifer B,
Jennifer R*, Paul R
*Key Monitor
Sign-up on the back table
to be a part of this
ministry.

Childcare Ministry Schedule
Today Jan. 12 Team 1: Karen F, Alysha F, Melanie F
Jan. 19 Team 2: Wendy C, Rihanna V, Lauryn I,
			
Riley S
Jan. 26 Team 3: Francis C, Char C, Wayne S
Feb. 2
		

Team 4: Joanne R, Jezra S, Kayla R,
Kaitlyn R

Feb. 9 Team 5: Carol S, Drezen F, Davin G,
			
Jadelyn V, Shaya F

Sign-up sheet at the back table.
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MISSION NEWS
NAMB Missionary Spotlight:
Kyle Bueermann
Kyle Bueermann serves as Pastor at First Baptist Church of Alamogordo, New
Mexico, a church in the middle of revitalization. He is married to Michelle, and
they have two kids, Noah and Hailey. He’s pursuing a Doctor of Ministry degree
at Rockbridge Seminary in his spare time and is a die-hard fan of Texas Rangers
baseball. He is the cohost of the “Not Another Baptist Podcast” and the author of
the monthly “Replanter’s Roundtable.”
As we begin 2020 together in the trenches of church revitalization and replanting, I
simply wanted to know how I’m praying for your ministry, and for the replanting movement as a whole, this next
year.
1. I’m praying you will baptize more in 2020 than you did in 2019.
Baptism numbers are certainly not the be-all, end-all of ministry. But they are a marker. Baptisms mean you are
reaching folks with the gospel. In some cases, it means someone who’s been attending your church for months —
or maybe even years — has come to realize their need to obey the command and Christ’s example to be baptized.
Whether you baptized no one or 50 people in 2019, I’m praying for even more fruit. So often, as the baptismal
waters are stirred, the hearts of the people in the pews are stirred to share the gospel with more urgency.
2. I’m praying the hearts of the people in your church will warm to the gospel.
In almost every instance I’ve encountered, churches in need of revitalization or replanting have grown cold toward
the gospel. Usually, this happened over a number of years or even decades. In 2020, I’m praying that, as you proclaim the glorious truths of the gospel, people respond by returning to the Lord in repentance.
3. I’m praying you build relationships with young men.
Most often, young men are scarce in the early days of church revitalization and replanting. And yet, in every
church I’ve encountered that has been successfully replanted, young men were a key part of the process. I’m praying you will be able to develop key relationships with young men in your community in 2020.
4. I’m praying for more churches to realize the replanting opportunities that exist.
In 2019, the Replant Team documented more than 200 Southern Baptist churches in North America that entered
into a replanting process of some kind. That is incredible! But it’s also just a drop in the bucket of the number
of dying and declining churches throughout the SBC. So I’m praying many more churches will begin having the
hard conversations about what their futures might look like in the next three to five years. And I’m praying that
hundreds will begin asking what it might look like to begin the process of replanting. God is doing amazing things
through churches that once were on the verge of death.
If the Replant Team can help your church in any way, please contact us at replant@namb.net to begin the conversation today!
-5-

MISSION NEWS
International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer
https://www.imb.org/pray/

* American Peoples

Idol worship is everywhere throughout high priority areas across the Americas. People will walk and even crawl
to get to statues of saints so that they and their families will be blessed for the year. They feel that if they make a
big enough sacrifice, it will be enough to help their family and to earn favor. Please join the missionaries in those
areas in prayer that 2020 will be the year that idols are destroyed and that many will understand the meaning of
God’s sacrifice and accept his grace and love.
* South Asians in the United Kingdom

This month, a worker will begin a new English as a Second Language (ESL) class using lessons based on the
Bible. Each week, the lesson will include a story from the Bible, working from creation to the cross, and an invitation to faith. This ESL class is a partnership with a couple of local churches. Pray for the students who will come.
Pray that they will each have the opportunity to hear the Good News of Jesus, both in the lessons and one on one.
Ask that many will come to faith. Pray that these students will have an interest in an English Bible Reading Club
and that this will lead to a deeper study of the Bible. Pray that the members of the local churches will grow in
confidence and boldness in teaching ESL and in sharing the Good News.
* European Diaspora of South America

In a city in Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil, the Second Baptist Church was created after the First Baptist Church split
10 years ago. When Baptist representatives, Kyle and Valeria, arrived five years ago, the two congregations had
zero communication or community, and they were hostile towards each other. This was not a good example for
the city or the region, which is populated by Italian descendants. In the last few years, with leadership and pastor
changes, the relationship has been mended. It started when First Baptist let a boy from Second Baptist participate
in Royal Ambassadors (RA). Later, First Baptist helped Second Baptist start a Royal Ambassadors chapter (in
which one boy recently accepted Christ). A couple of months ago, for the first time, the two churches did an activity together as the two RA chapters came together for a soccer match. The mending of this relationship has done a
lot to help both churches know that they are not competing but working together. Pray that as these two churches
strengthen ties in partnership, they will reach their community for Christ.
* Northern Coastal Peoples of Mozambique

The ceremonial season has begun in northern Mozambique. This is the time when families take their young sons
and daughters and teach them “how to be a man” or “how to be a woman.” They circumcise these children as
young as age 6 and as old as age 14, and they teach them very vulgar and perverse things. As families are coming
to know the Father, they are refusing to let their children partake in this custom. However, friends and other family
members are demanding that they participate in this cultural ceremony and are threatening to take their children.
These brothers and sisters in Christ are standing firm and are choosing to teach their children about manhood and
womanhood according to God’s Word, but at the cost of their family and community. There is a war between the
old culture they’ve known their whole lives and the new culture that stands firm on the Word and what it says.
Please pray for endurance to continue to stand firm despite family pressure, and pray that they will teach their
children what the Word says. Ask that this next generation will put an end to these vile practices and lead others
towards the Father.
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Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar

12

January 2020

26

9:00 am - Worship Service
- Ordinance of Lordʻs Supper
10:30 am - Sunday School
6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
27 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
29 6:30 pm - Youth Night

9:00 am - Worship Service
10:30 am - Sunday School
12:00pm - Trustees Meeting
6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
13 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
15 6:30 pm - Youth Night
18
19

1

8:00 am - GriefShare Support Group

2

9:00 am - Worship Service
10:30 am - Sunday School
6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

February 2020

8:00 am - GriefShare Support Group
9:00 am - Worship Service
10:30 am - Sunday School
6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

Martin Luther King Holiday - Office Closed

3

6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

5

6:30 pm - Youth Night

22

6:30 pm - Youth Night

8

8:00 am - GriefShare Support Group

25

8:00 am - GriefShare Support Group

9

9:00 am - Worship Service

20

Valley Isle Fellowship
PO Box 886, 1033 Waiale Rd., Wailuku, HI 96793
ph: (808) 244-0865 - vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com - www.vifmaui.com

Senior Pastor

SUNDAY MORNING
SERVICE

Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808)419-8100
email: icastephen@gmail.com

Worship Service - 9:00 am
Sunday School - 10:30 am

SUNDAY EVENING SERVICE

Livestream Valley Isle Fellowship

PRAYER MEETING
MONDAY EVE.
6:30 PM

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

Worship/Study 6:00 pm

Would you like be a member of Valley Isle Fellowship?

Call the office at 244-0865 to get a membership packet of reading materials, then schedule a membership class.

Church Office Hours
Office Hours are from 7am-12 noon. Please feel free to call for an appointment after hours or leave a message.
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Real Danger: False Hope
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

Introduction: – 2 Timothy 3:1-5
I. Biggest Danger – __________ _________. – Matthew 7:15-20
A. __________ _________ false prophets today.
B. Identified by their ___________, the way they _________.
C. Identify people by their _____________.
D. False prophets _________ and _________________ false hope.
II. False Hope brings great _____________. – Matthew 7:21
A. Right __________, but wrong _________.
B. If Jesus is not Lord, no ____________.
C. Doing the __________ of the Father in Heaven.
III. Thank God, you cannot lose your _______________. – Hebrews 6:4-6
A. If you could _________ it, you could never ____________ it.
B. The experienced Love and Grace of Jesus is _______________ and
_________________.

		

C. To turn from Jesus is ________________.
D. Their ____________ salvation would require a ____________ crucifixion 		
and resurrection.
IV. Real _________ and Genuine _______________. – Ephesians 2:8-9
A. Really, it’s not about what ________ can do.
B. It’s all about what ________ has already done.
C. _______________ to Him, is the only thing you can do.
D. We don’t _____________ it, but He ______________ it.
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