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Rising Above All Challenges
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

turn them to cynicism.  Remember that Jesus faced 
the challenges of His personal relationships, but He 
kept on being loving and compassionate.  Keeping 
His Godly character during His intense challenges, 
to me, prove that He did overcome this world.
Loving Him with all of our heart, mind, soul and 
coming to the point of dying to ourselves so that 
we could fully live for Him is what 
will help us through the challenges 
of 2020 and the future.  If we are 
willing to lay down our desires in 
order to live for Him, then we will also be blessed 
by Him.  Hear the sentiments of John 12:25 (NLT)  
Those who love their life in this world will lose it. 
Those who care nothing for their life in this world 
will keep it for eternity.  Our unyielding commitment 
to Jesus secures our salvation and by living for Him 
with His character gives our family and friends the 
best opportunity to consider Jesus by seeing a living 
example of His love and grace living through us.
These challenges, that probably will come, will       
actually help us.  They will help us to test and perfect 
our love for Him.  Anything that helps to perfect our 
love for Jesus can be considered a blessing, but it is 
certainly difficult to consider challenges such as are 
being mentioned here are very difficult to consider 
as a blessing.  Hear again the words of scripture.
1 John 4:17 (NLT)  And as we live in God, our love 
grows more perfect. So we will not be afraid on the 

I pray that this past Christmas season has been a 
blessed season.  A time for rejoicing 
and recharging.  Rejoicing over the 
magnificent love and grace of Jesus 
Christ and over His humbling Him-
self to become our perfect sacrifice.  
I also pray that you have also have 
had a time to rejoice over the blessings of family 
and friends.  I also pray that this has been a time to 
recharge and to recommit ourselves to Jesus Christ.    
After realizing all that He has done for us, a proper and 
thankful response would be to recommit ourselves to 
Him and to lift Him up high so that all men, women, 
and children can come into His saving love and grace.
As we recharge and recommit ourselves to Him, 
let’s be aware that many challenges to our commit-
ments will arise.  Challenges that have the potential 
to shake us and tempt us to retreat on these commit-
ments.  Scripture does not promise that in this world 
we will have a care free life.  John 16:33 (NLT)  I 
have told you all this so that you may have peace 
in me. Here on earth you will have many trials and  
sorrows. But take heart, because I have overcome the 
world.”   However, Jesus also tells us in this pas-
sage that we should not fear or lose heart, because He 
has already overcome the world.  In other words we 
don’t have to fear because He has already won the 
victory.  While there still remains many skirmishes 
to battle against, Jesus has already won the victory.
2020 is already looking like it will be very chal-
lenging.  Some are and others may face challenging 
health issues in themselves and/or in their circles of 
family and/or friends.  Challenges that could shake 
them and us to our cores.  But take heart, because He 
has overcome the world.
Some will face challenges to their most precious re-
lationships.  Relationships that could embitter and 

            (continued on next page)
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day of judgment, but we can face him with confidence because we live like Jesus here in this world.  In this 
world of sin, our highest goal needs to be to supremely love Jesus perfectly.  As we will 
have opportunities to face challenges, we will also be having the opportunities to perfect 
our love for Him.  Be of good cheer, be encouraged!  He has overcome the world and He 
will give us everything we need to live for Him.  
We can do it!  We must do it!  But, will we do it?  I realize that there will probably be many times that we 
find ourselves falling far short of this lofty plea.  However, let’s remember the confession of “doubting” 
Thomas: John 20:27-28 (NLT) 27  Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and look at my hands. 
Put your hand into the wound in my side. Don’t be faithless any longer. Believe!” 28  “My Lord and my 
God!” Thomas exclaimed.   My Lord and my God!  This is my solemn response and I pray that you will 
join me and countless others in exclaiming that He is my Lord and my God!
   *  *  *  *  *

GRIEF SHARE SUPPORT GROUP
Session starts January 11- April 4 

13 Saturdays 8 am- 10 am 
@ Valley Isle Fellowship

GriefShare seminars and support groups are led by 
people who understand what you are going through 
and want to help. You’ll gain access to valuable Grief-
Share resources to help you recover from your loss 
and look forward to rebuilding your life. 

Register online @ www.griefshare.org
or contact Don Booth @ (808)495-1628 or

Chet Crain @ (808)298-7410
Brochures on the back wall 

Cost  $10

ON MISSION February 2020 
TWO THIRDS WORLD NETWORK and YOU!  
We have a longstanding partnership with IBCM and they 
are asking for our help.  Recently, one of the  plants, the 
church in Marinduque, was destroyed by a typhoon.  We 
are putting together a construction team to go and work 
on rebuilding their gathering place. It is an amazing op-
portunity to witness to their community about the love of 
Christ transcending borders and cultures.   The remark-
able thing about missions: both men and women are 
needed, and you don’t need a particular skill set.  ALL 
YOU NEED is the HEART to go.  Please PRAY about 
joining.  You will be BLESSED!
Mission to REBUILD
February 15-28, 2020 
Contact Vince Bagoyo for more details 357-3842



Update on Water Issue facing VIF

 On December 13th, Vince Bagoyo set up a meeting with representatives of the County’s Depart-
ment of Water Supply.  Vince and I presented our questions and concerns with the  Department’s letter to 
VIF stating that our deferral of subdivision requirements agreement with them would only be partially re-
leased.  The release only referred to the Waiale Elua subdivision and Valley Isle Fellowship would also be 
released once we fulfilled all of their requirements.  In discussing the situation with them, we expressed 
that we believed that we have already fulfilled all of their requirements and were wondering what we still 
have to fulfill.  During the week of Dec. 16-20, we received another letter from them stating that as soon 
as we install 3 fire hydrants on Kokololio Street, we would then be given a full release.  This issue of the 
fire hydrants is a new issue that was not addressed in the first letter.  I believe this means that the issues 
that concerned us with the firstt letter have been adequately addressed and this new issue needs to be 
prayed over and addressed in a way that would bring honor and glory to Jesus Christ.  We will soon be 
addressing this issue with the County and we ask for your prayers as we seek to glorify Jesus Christ 
through out all of these deliberations.

 I also found this meeting to be both educational and revealing.  The Water Department is under 
constant pressure to provide more and more water for the demands of the public.  Because of a long 
continuing lawsuit over water rights of surface water in the central Maui plain and especially with water 
rights from the West Maui rivers along with more and more developments, water has become a precious 
commodity.  They told us that there is enough water to meet the needs but not the demands.  Primarily 
because of the demands of irrigation, the demands on the Water Department are great.  They told us 
that 50% of water usage are being spent on irrigation.  They have been trying to address these concerns 
with other government agencies but are being frustrated.  They feel that their only recourse is to address 
water rates.  If people want to continue to freely irrigate their properties, it will come at higher costs.

 The more knowledge that we get means that we have a higher responsibility.  What this comes 
down to for Valley Isle Fellowship is that we will have to rethink the landscaping and care of our property.  
We will have to talk about landscaping that requires very little or no water.  We will also have to think 
about ways to control dust without using water.  This will probably mean that we will have to be very con-
scious of how we use water.  As far as dust control is concerned, I would ask all of us to drive slowly on 
all of our gravel surfaces.  Even a moderate speed tends to kick up a lot of dust, so I would ask that all of 
us drive slowly.  

 2020 is looking like it might be a challenging year, but with the Lord all things are possible.  We 
need to be people of prayer seeking after His ways in dealing with the challenges that face us.  God bless 
you all.

Announcements
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3rd Annual Fundraiser 3rd Annual Fundraiser 
“Spam Jamz Event”“Spam Jamz Event”

In collaboration with Kahului Baptist Church,  the  In collaboration with Kahului Baptist Church,  the  
Biblical Counseling Center of Maui is hosting Biblical Counseling Center of Maui is hosting 

itʻs 3rd Annual Fundraiser Spam Jamz Event on            itʻs 3rd Annual Fundraiser Spam Jamz Event on            
March 21st, 2020March 21st, 2020.  .  

We are asking for your support and appreciate your We are asking for your support and appreciate your 
commitment to the Biblical Counseling Center of Maui commitment to the Biblical Counseling Center of Maui 
and its patrons.  We   request that you consider com-and its patrons.  We   request that you consider com-
mitting a TEAM of 2 people.  These individuals will mitting a TEAM of 2 people.  These individuals will 
compete in the SPAMZ EVENT on MARCH 21, 2020.  compete in the SPAMZ EVENT on MARCH 21, 2020.  
They will be tasked to raise $500 each, for a total of They will be tasked to raise $500 each, for a total of 
$1000 by March 14th,2020.  The $1000 donation will $1000 by March 14th,2020.  The $1000 donation will 
be the entry fee for the SPAM JAMZ event.  Team be the entry fee for the SPAM JAMZ event.  Team 
packets will be ready for them the second week of packets will be ready for them the second week of 

January to start solicitation of donations. January to start solicitation of donations. 

Individuals wishing to attend the lunch event may      Individuals wishing to attend the lunch event may      
purchase a ticket to attend and to support their team.  purchase a ticket to attend and to support their team.  
All proceeds will go to the Biblical Counceling Center All proceeds will go to the Biblical Counceling Center 
of Maui.  We would like to meet with you to address any of Maui.  We would like to meet with you to address any 
questions you may have.  We hope that your church questions you may have.  We hope that your church 
will consider participating and support our event.  We will consider participating and support our event.  We 
appreciate your time and partnership and will follow up appreciate your time and partnership and will follow up 

with a time to meet to discuss the details further.with a time to meet to discuss the details further.

Announcements

“Men’s” Ministry is looking for a 
Team to help “develop / stategize” 

the ministry and together build 
strong men of God.  

If you are interested please see 
Brandon Kelly.

LOTTIE MOON 
CHRISTMAS OFFERING

VIF giving 2019 $2154.20

We have met our Church Goal!
Thank You forYour 

Generosity. 
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Announcements

         Childcare Ministry Schedule

 Today  Jan. 05   Team 5: Carol S,  Drezen F,  Davin G, 
       Jadelyn V, Shaya F

             Jan. 12   Team 1: Karen F,  Alysha F,  Melanie F

 Jan. 19   Team 2: Wendy C, Rihanna V,  Lauryn I, 
       Riley S

 Jan. 26   Team 3: Francis C,  Char C,  Wayne S
 
             Feb. 2    Team 4: Joanne R,  Jezra S,  Kayla R,
                   Kaitlyn R

Church Cleaning Schedule

Week of  January  9-11
Team 6

Hubert I*, and the many hands 
that make light work

Week of  January 16 - 18
Team 1

Yeiko E, Elaine Y, Teri C,
Cathy D, Kenneth K, Lucille K*

Week of  January 23 - 25
Team 2

Paul Y*, Linda Y, Loida P, Ruth M, 
Jean K, Elisa R.

Week of  January 30-Feb. 1
Team 3

Mickie A*, Ann M, Carol S, Phyllis N,
Ken S, George A.

*Key Monitor
Sign-up on the back table 

to be a part of this
ministry. 

Our Creator gave us the responsibility to 
maintain this property as good stewards. 

It is a large responsibility. 
Won’t you lend a helping hand as 
many hands make LIGHT work.  
Call the office at 244-0865

Sign-up sheet at the back table.  

God First 
Coffee Second
Come and fellowship

(10:30 am - 11:30 am)
Would you like to serve in the fellowship

 ministry?  Contact Rosy for more 
information @ 244-8185



MISSION NEWS

NAMB Missionary Spotlight:

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer

https://www.imb.org/pray/

* Namur, Belgium - (NAH-myur) - The Lord has blessed a local church start with believers who want more than 
ever to evangelize their city! These believers have set aside their time to be involved in the new church start and 
to participate in the monthly outreach at the city market. Thank the Lord for Belgian brothers and sisters who have 
the same heart as Baptist representatives for the city of Namur. These brothers and sisters will also be starting and 
leading a Christmas ministry to the Namurois this Christmas. Pray that the Lord works through their efforts and 
touches hearts here in Namur, Belgium. Please also pray that God would open a door for the church start to meet 
in a more public setting every Sunday. Areas in downtown Namur are very expensive to rent, so it is meeting in a 
Baptist worker’s living room. Pray that as the church start grows, the Lord will provide a more permanent avenue 
where people can gather to worship and fellowship in his name.
* Malong of the Philippines - (mah-LONG) - It’s now Christmas time (called “Pasko na”) in the Philippines, and 
the Malong people are surrounded by decorations, Christmas greetings, and songs being sung about the true hope 
found in Jesus. As the island continues to recover from the recent earthquakes, ask that this season will become 
true in the hearts of the Malong people. Pray that believers will be intentional about sharing the reason for the 
season with all people who have not heard or who have not believed.
* Theological Education in Botswana - As families gather around village fires all over Botswana during holiday 
celebrations, please pray for conversations to turn to God, following Christ, and the gift of God’s Son at Christ-
mas. As advice is given and stories are shared, pray for the youth of the country to determine in their hearts to 
honor God’s Word as stated in Proverbs 3:5-6 (ESV): “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on 
your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.” May these dis-
cussions and times of family guidance result in young men being called to serve as pastors in the Baptist churches 
of Botswana. May youth commit to sharing with others about the wondrous gift of Jesus as he came to earth as a 
baby to become our Savior.
* Arequipa Quechua of Peru - (ahr-ey-KEEP-uh KETCH-whah) - God continues to call his servants into the 
harvest field! Recently, the son of a Cuban pastor in Arequipa, along with his wife and children, followed God’s 
call to serve among the Arequipa Quechua in Los Charcos.* This is a difficult and dark area with much idolatry, 
including the worship of crosses and high places. Pray for this couple, Felipe* and Elena,* and for their children 
as they adjust to life, schooling, and ministry in Los Charcos. (*names changed)

Twin Cities, MN

3,353,485 People live in 
the Twin Cities

76% of the population is 
estimated as lost

1 SBC church for every 
56,839 Twin Cities residents
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“Pray that we become a network of churches the Twin Cities cannot live without.” 
- Joshua Whetstine, Twin Cities Send City Missionary



Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar

     January 2020
     5  9:00 am - Worship Service
            10:30 am - Sunday School
     6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study    
     6  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
     8  6:30 pm - Youth Night 
    11  8:00 am - GriefShare Support Group 
    12  9:00 am - Worship Service 
            10:30 am - Sunday School
            12:00pm - Trustees Meeting
    6:00 pm -  Evening Service/Study
     13  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
     15  6:30 pm - Youth Night      
     18  8:00 am - GriefShare Support Group 
     19  9:00 am - Worship Service
            10:30 am - Sunday School

     6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study    
     20  Martin Luther King Holiday - Office Closed
  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
     22  6:30 pm - Youth Night 
     25  8:00 am - GriefShare Support Group 
     26  9:00 am - Worship Service
                            - Ordinance of Lordʻs Supper
  10:30 am - Sunday School
     6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study    
     27  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
     29  6:30 pm - Youth Night      

February 2020
      1  8:00 am - GriefShare Support Group 
      2  9:00 am - Worship Service
            10:30 am - Sunday School

Valley Isle Fellowship
PO Box 886, 1033 Waiale Rd., Wailuku, HI 96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SERVICE

Worship Service - 9:00 am

Sunday School - 10:30 am

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

@VIFMaui

Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808)419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com

SUNDAY EVENING SERVICE
Worship/Study 6:00 pm
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Livestream Valley Isle Fellowship

Would you like be a member of Valley Isle Fellowship?    
Call the office at 244-0865 to get a membership packet of reading materials, then schedule a membership class.

Church Office Hours
Office Hours are from 7am-12 noon.  Please feel free to call for an appointment after hours or leave a message.



Don’t Give Up
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

I.   Paul’s ________________:
     A. Arrested in the midst of lies and a violent riot. . – Acts 21:33-36
     B. Arrest gave opportunity to share testimony. – Acts 21:39-40
 - Rest of the Testimony – Acts 22:1-23
     C. Claimed Roman Citizenship. – Acts 22:25-29
     D. Jewish high council. – Acts 22:30
 - Rest of the hearing – Acts 23:1-10
     E. Plotted against to be murdered. – Acts 23:12-30
     F. 2 years before Felix. –  Acts 24:1-27
     G. Before Festus and appeals to Caesar.  – Acts 25:11
     H. Before King Agrippa.  –  Acts 25:22-32
 - Agrippa’s Conclusion – Acts 26:28
     I. Sent to Rome.  – Acts 27:1
     J. Shipwrecked.  – Acts 27:27-44
     K. Bitten by poisonous snake with no effect.  – Acts 28:3-6
     L. Heals the sick.  – Acts 28:8-10
     M. Arrives in Rome.

II. Paul’s _____________________:
     A. Imprisoned but _____________. – Acts 28:14-16
     B. Imprisoned but free to __________. – Acts 28:17-20
     C. Imprisoned but free to __________. – Acts 28:21-23
     D. Imprisoned but free to ____________. – Acts 28:24-28
     E. Imprisoned but free to have _____________. – Acts 28:30-31
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