
Lesson 014

Lot’s Captivity And Rescue

Genesis 14



MEMORY VERSE
GENESIS  14:20
“And blessed be God Most High, Who has delivered your
enemies into your hand." And he gave him a tithe of all.”

WHAT YOU WILL NEED:
A rubber ball.

Black pepper, toothpicks, a bowl of water, liquid detergent, and a
saucer.

ATTENTION GRABBER!

I Am Made Strong
Have your students group into pairs.  Have one person of each pair
put their index finger firmly on the top of their heads.  Have the
other partner try to move the finger away from the head of their
partner by firmly pulling the arms away (no jerking or pushing
aloud).  They should not be able to do it.

Read Psalm 1:1-3 and explain that when we live a life that honors
God, He strengthens us with His great power.  He can do many
miraculous things, but the greatest thing He does is empowering us
to live godly lives.  In Christ, we can be stronger than we think we
are.  Give God the glory for His great works.



LESSON TIME!
In today’s lesson, we will learn about Abram and Lot and how God
gave Abram the victory in rescuing Lot.  In return, we will see how
Abram gave God the glory for the victory.  There are many lessons
we can learn from this chapter in Genesis.  One important lesson is
that we learn to give God the glory for His great works.

GEN ES IS  14:1-12
And  i t  c am e to  p as s  in  the  days  o f  Am rap hel  k ing o f
S h inar ,  Ar ioc h  k ing o f  El l asar ,  Chedor l aom er  k ing o f
El am , and  T idal  k ing o f  nat i ons ,

that  they  m ade w ar  w i th  Bera k ing o f  S odom , B i r sha
k ing o f  Gom orrah ,  S h inab k ing o f  Adm ah ,  S hem eber
k ing o f  Z ebo i im , and  the  k ing o f  Be l a (that  i s ,  Z oar ) .

Al l  these  j o ined  t ogether  in  the  Val l ey  o f  S idd im
(that  i s ,  t he  S al t  S ea) .  

Tw elv e  years  they  s erv ed  Chedor l aom er ,  and  in  the
th i r t een th  year  they  rebe l l ed .  

In  the  f ou r t een th  year  Chedor l aom er  and  the  k ings
that  w ere  w i th  h im  c am e and  at t ac ked  the  Rep haim
in  Ash tero th  Karnaim , the  Z u z im  in  Ham , the  Em im
in  S hav eh  Ki r i athaim ,

and  the  Hor i t es  in  the i r  m ou ntain  o f  S e i r ,  as  f ar  as  El
Paran ,  w h i c h  i s  by  the  w i ldernes s .

Then  they  tu rned  bac k  and  c am e to  En  M i shp at  (that
i s ,  Kadesh ),  and  at t ac ked  al l  t he  c ou nt ry  o f  the
Am alek i t es ,  and  al so  the  Am or i t es  w ho  dw el t  in
Haz ez on  Tam ar .  



And  the  k ing o f  S odom , the  k ing o f  Gom orrah ,  the
k ing o f  Adm ah ,  the  k ing o f  Z ebo i im , and  the  k ing o f
Be l a (that  i s ,  Z oar )  w en t  ou t  and  j o ined  t ogether  in
bat t l e  in  the  Val l ey  o f  S idd im

agains t  Chedor l aom er  k ing o f  El am , T idal  k ing o f
nat i ons ,  Am rap hel  k ing o f  S h inar ,  and  Ar ioc h  k ing o f
El l asar --f ou r  k ings  again s t  f i v e .

N ow  the  Val l ey  o f  S idd im  w as  f u l l  o f  asp hal t  p i t s ;
and  the  k ings  o f  S odom  and  Gom orrah  f l ed ;  som e f e l l
there ,  and  the  rem ainder  f l ed  t o  the  m ou ntain s .  

Then  they  t ook  al l  t he  goods  o f  S odom  and
Gom orrah ,  and  al l  t he i r  p rov i s i ons ,  and  w en t  the i r
w ay .  

They  al so  t ook  Lo t ,  Abram 's  bro ther 's  son  w ho  dw el t
in  S odom , and  h i s  goods ,  and  dep ar t ed .

This is an account of the first war in the Bible.  The invaders were
four kings; two of them invaded the cities of Sodom, Gomorah,
Admah, Zeboiim and Zoar.  The reason for this war was the revolt
of the kings from the government of Chedorlaomer.  They had
served him for twelve years; but in the thirteenth year, they
rebelled against him.  

In the fourteenth year, Chedorlaomer, along with his allies, fought
against the rebellion.  The four kings laid the neighboring countries
to waste and took the riches of the land for themselves.  Along with
all the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah, they took Lot away, Abram's
nephew.



Now, we last saw Lot when he departed from his uncle, Abram.
They went separate ways because of a disagreement between their
herdsmen.  There was not enough pasture to take care of all the
needs of the people and livestock.  So we learned that Lot took the
land that looked good and dwelt near the city of Sodom.  We were
also told that the city of Sodom was very wicked.

Later, we see Lot moved inside the city of Sodom.  Because he was
dwelling there, he was taken captive along with the others in that
city.  We will learn more about Sodom in later chapters, but there is
an interesting lesson here.  Because Lot chose to live in this city, he
was taken captive along with them.  We need to be careful about
our associations in this world.  We must live in this world, yet the
Bible calls us to be “separate.”  Had Lot remained out in the plains,
this may not have happened.  But God works all things together for
His glory (Romans 8:28).

GEN ES IS  14:13-16
Then  one  w ho  had  es c ap ed  c am e and  to ld  Abram  the
Hebrew ,  f or  he  dw el t  by  the  t erebin th  t rees  o f  M am re
the  Am or i t e ,  bro ther  o f  Eshc o l  and  bro ther  o f  Aner ;
and  they  w ere  al l i es  w i th  Abram .  

N ow  w hen  Abram  heard  that  h i s  bro ther  w as  t aken
c ap t i v e ,  he  arm ed  h i s  th ree  hu ndred  and  e i gh t een
t rained  serv an t s  w ho  w ere  born  in  h i s  ow n  hou se ,
and  w en t  in  p u rsu i t  as  f ar  as  D an .

He  d iv ided  h i s  f orc es  again s t  them  by  n igh t ,  and  he
and  h i s  s erv an t s  at t ac ked  them  and  p u rsu ed  them  as
f ar  as  Hobah ,  w h i c h  i s  nor th  o f  D am asc u s .  

S o  he  brou gh t  bac k  al l  t he  goods ,  and  al so  brou gh t
bac k  h i s  bro ther  Lo t  and  h i s  goods ,  as  w e l l  as  the
w om en  and  the  p eop le .



We are told that someone came that had escaped and told Abram,
the Hebrew (this is the first time that the word "Hebrew" is used in
the Bible).  Abram had a decision to make.  In the previous chapter,
Lot had chosen by sight; and because he had chosen Sodom, he was
now involved in the trouble that came upon Sodom.  Yet Abram
was not embittered toward Lot, and he went at once to help him,
gaining a complete victory over the kings, and bringing Lot and his
whole company back again from their captivity.  God gave Abram
the victory.  Give God the glory for His great works.

Have you ever made a bad decision and gotten into trouble before?
That is kind of like what happened to Lot.  But God is merciful and
will often help us even when we get ourselves into trouble.  God
rescued Lot through his uncle and helped him in his time of need.

God Never Moves
Abram trusted God because God is trustworthy.  For this activity
you will need a large ball (like a soccer ball or playground ball).
Have a few volunteers try to move a ball along a wall with their
middle section by rotating along the wall with the ball in between.
If the ball falls, ask the child who moved, the child or the wall?

Explain that God’s faithfulness is like the wall; He never moves.
When we fall, we’ve moved out of the protection and fellowship He
offers.

GEN ES IS  14:17-21
And  the  k ing o f  S odom  w ent  ou t  t o  m eet  h im  at  the
Val l ey  o f  S hav eh  (that  i s ,  t he  King's  Val l ey) ,  af t er  h i s
re tu rn  f rom  the  def eat  o f  Chedor l aom er  and  the
k ings  w ho  w ere  w i th  h im .

Then  M el c h i z edek  k ing o f  S al em  brou ght  ou t  bread
and  w ine ;  he  w as  the  p r i es t  o f  God  M os t  High .  



And  he  bl es sed  h im  and  said :  "B l es sed  be  Abram  of
God  M os t  High ,  Pos ses sor  o f  heav en  and  ear th ;
"And  bl es sed  be  God  M os t  High ,  Who has  de l i v ered
you r  enem ies  in to  you r  hand ."  And  he  gav e  h im  a
t i the  o f  al l .

N ow  the  k ing o f  S odom  said  t o  Abram , "G iv e  m e the
p ersons ,  and  t ake  the  goods  f or  you rse l f ."

In this passage, we see a contrast between two kings.  First, we see
the king of Sodom, who is grateful to Abram for rescuing them.
Then we meet Melchizedek, king of Salem (Hebrew:  Shalom or
“peace”).  No other reference is made to this man, Melchizedek,
except in the book of Hebrews where he is spoken of as a type of
Christ appearing in the Old Testament.  He was a priest, "the priest
of the Most High God," and a king, "King of Salem;" thus he was a
royal priest, a type of our great High Priest, Jesus.  

His name, Melchizedek, means "King of righteousness.”
Melchizedek met with Abram, bringing out bread and wine, and
pronouncing the blessing of God Most High.  Abram responded by
giving to this king and priest a tithe of everything he obtained by
winning the battle.  In verse 21, the king of Sodom also offers
Abram something, "take the goods to thyself."  How would Abram
respond?

GEN ES IS  14:22-24
Bu t  Abram  said  t o  the  k ing o f  S odom , " I  hav e  l i f t ed
m y hand  to  the  LORD , God  M os t  High ,  the  Pos ses sor
o f  heav en  and  ear th ,

" that  I  w i l l  t ake  noth ing,  f rom  a th read  t o  a s andal
s t rap ,  and  that  I  w i l l  no t  t ake  anyth ing that  i s  you rs ,
l es t  you  shou ld  say ,  ' I  hav e  m ade Abram  r i c h '—



"exc ep t  on ly  w hat  the  you ng m en  hav e  eat en ,  and  the
p or t i on  o f  the  m en  w ho  w en t  w i th  m e:  Aner ,  Eshc o l ,
and  M am re ;  l e t  them  t ake  the i r  p or t i on ."

Abram refuses the offer of the king of Sodom.  Again, he chose to
walk by faith and not by sight.  Abram knew that in heaven he had
a "better and enduring substance."  He did not want the things of
the world; they were not the true riches to him.  He would not give
man any glory for what God was doing in his life and was to do in
the future.  His trust was truly in the Most High God.  This is one of
the reasons that Abram becomes known as a man of faith.  Give
God the glory for His great works.

It would seem, as we pointed out before, that Lot’s choice to live in
Sodom was an indication of his declining spiritual condition.  Even
after the trouble he experienced as a part of Sodom, he chose to
return to the wicked city.   Yet, we see in Abram, a right attitude
toward God gives us a right attitude towards men.  Abram chose to
walk in obedience and the outcome was victory.

Flee Temptation
You will need black pepper, toothpicks, a bowl of water, liquid
detergent, and a saucer.  Sprinkle pepper over the surface of the
water in the bowl.  These represent the people who love the Lord.
Pour a few drops of liquid detergent into the saucer and dip the
end of the toothpick into the detergent.  This represents sin.  Break
the surface of the water in the center of the bowl with the
toothpick.  The pepper will quickly move to the edge of the bowl
away from the soapy toothpick.

Explain to your class that we need to respond to sin the way that
pepper responded to that soap.  We need to run for our lives in the
opposite direction of sin.



So often after a victory, our flesh (the old nature of self rule) tells
us to take the glory or fame for ourselves.  Yet, we have the Spirit
desiring to control our lives and give the glory to the Lord.  When
the Spirit is control, we know real victory!  And, the response to
real victory is praising God.  Give God the glory for His great
works.

PRAYER
Lead the children in a prayer of faith, asking God to help them walk
by faith and not by sight.  If there are any children who have not
yet responded to the Gospel, give them opportunity to do so.




