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From Alice Wilson

I am 16, and a junior at ETHS.
I have recently returned home
from Ecuador where I stayed
with 21 other Chicago and
suburban students helping to
brighten the lives of the people there. We did everything from spreading chicken
manure to milking a cow. From teaching English to
people who were older than us to helping kids who
were as young as 9 to sell cotton candy and toys on the
streets. This trip has given me many new experiences.
Here are a few:
First of all, the altitude was another matter altogether
in Ecuador. In Evanston, we are about 594 feet above
sea level, while in Quito it’s about 5,000 and in Riobamba, 9,000. The reason we were so high up was because
we were in the Andes mountains, a mountain range on
the Pacific Ocean. This was an extremely difficult jump
in altitude to experience, and we all struggled with it
in differing ways. It was challenging to climb stairs and
go uphill because of the lower amount of oxygen in
the air. Some of us had altitude sickness and couldn’t
eat the first week, but we were extremely hungry the
second week. I personally struggled with all of these
things and it took time for me to adapt.
One of the activities that we did was visit the Baños
waterfall, which was at the edge of the Amazon rainforest, where we had to cross an extremely long rope
bridge that was about 50 feet above the river. We
ended up almost under the waterfall and it was really
amazing to see and hear the roaring waterfall falling
above us and to crash into the river below us.
For our Community Action Project (CAP), using $950
of the money we collectively raised from our donors
and parents, we made improvements and beautified
the Carlos Garbay farm and school for disabled children. We painted murals on building walls of the Baños waterfall and a sunset, a landscape of grass and
native flowers and butterflies as well as a guinea pig
and a rabbit. We also finished building a guinea pig
and rabbit house where the animals could be kept before being sold. We then donated the remaining funds,

almost $500. Half went to the
Carlos Garbay farm, where we
did our CAP, and the other
half went to the ranch that we
visited on our working-like-alocal day.
I tend to be a picky eater but
tried and enjoyed a lot of new foods. There were a lot
of staples that our Ecuadorian hosts ate every day, like
meat, rice, juice, and bread. They also ate things that I
have never had, like plantains and fruit juices, half of
which I hadn’t heard of. We ate my favorite meal on
our indigenous worldviews day. The lunch was fresh
white corn on the cob, bite-sized potatoes, regular potatoes, salad, fresh cow cheese, oat juice, and guinea
pig (“cuy”).
The trip was packed to the brim with activities. It
seemed like we were constantly moving and doing
things. On our Community Action Project (CAP) days,
we were at the Carlos Garbay farm by 9, back at the
hotel by 2, had time to plan future activities, if needed,
had some free time, dinner, and then teaching or free
time before attending a nightly meeting where we
shared one good thing and one bad thing of the day
(“roses and thorns”) and ‘introduced’ our leaders of the
day for the next day. There were many days when we
didn’t get to bed until 10 or 10:30, and others where
we had to be up at 6 in the morning. It was incredibly
draining, but well worth it.
Continued on next page

Our finished Banos waterfall and sunset! I am closest to the mural
on the left. Wilson, a co-owner, on the far right.

Ecuador, continued

The people that we met were incredible. They lead such different
lives than us and they were completely welcoming. We met Wilson,
who ran the Carlos Garbay farm, where we did our CAP. We met the
Las Manitos Trabadoras kids, who sold cotton candy and toys on the
streets, our Program Coordinators (PCs), Christina and Juan Carlos,
Hanna, our in country medic, and many others. Las Manitos Trabadoras is an organization for young kids who sell goods on the street
in the afternoon in exchange for schooling in the morning and free
lunches. It was very emotional because we were seeing kids as young
as 9 who had no other option than to work to help their families make
ends meet. Many of them also had dreams for the future. One girl
wanted to be an accountant, and another wanted to be a pediatrician.
As leaders we were constantly put into spots of discomfort where we
had no idea what to do. One example was when we had to teach.
I had been teaching little kids how to swim for about 6 months at
that point, but teaching adults how to speak English when you don’t
know their language is a completely different thing. We divided into
two groups and had to make lesson plans for 5 days. The first day,
Monday, we did a review, to learn what the students already knew
so we knew what to teach. We learned that they were very hands-on,
which meant we used a lot of games in our approach. One day, we
worked on words that could be used in a job interview. Another day,
we worked on pronouns. My proudest moment was when one of my
fellow Global Glimpsers that I taught with, who didn’t know Spanish,
still jumped in and tried to work with the students hands-on. I also
didn’t know Spanish, so I understood firsthand how hard it was to find
the confidence to teach.

Me repainting a post at
the farm/school

Us at the ranch where we milked the cow. Juan Carlos, Christina, and the rancher on the
far right. I am on the far right.

Worship at Grace this Fall
On September 1st we return to our usual worship schedule with the
Connections gathering at 9:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall and Traditional worship at 11:00 a.m. in the sanctuary. Our early fall worship
series will again explore our relationship with God’s creation. With
the theme “Crisis of Creation” we will explore our role as caretakers
for God’s creation in the face of climate change and other challenges
to our environment and natural resources. The Sundays in the series
will be:
September 8

Ocean Sunday

September 15 Animal Sunday
Half of the students at a nearby park in Riobamba. I am right in the front. The
others were getting bread and going to the internet cafe to contact home.

Something that I hoped to get from this trip was learning to be a
leader, and I definitely believe that I got more insight into things that
I could do as a leader that would help others. For example, we each
had to be a Líder Del Día (LDD), or Leader of the Day, where we had
to make sure that the group got to each activity and meal on time
and that no one was left behind. We had to be upbeat and encouraging all day, and that was difficult for me, especially because I was an
LDD on the last CAP day, and the next day we were heading home,
so, naturally, everyone was tired and wanted to relax. I learned that I
could rely on my co-leader to stay optimistic and that I didn’t have to
do everything on my own.

September 22 Storm Sunday
September 29 Universe Sunday
On October 6 we will honor the Feast of St. Francis with the Blessing
of Animals. Grace members and friends are invited to bring pets and
animal companions to either worship service for a blessing that day.
If you have ideas for our Crisis of Creation worship series contact Pastor Daniel or Mark Bowman. Then looking ahead--any persons interested in helping plan worship for the Advent and Christmas seasons
should contact Pastor Daniel or Mark. An Advent-Christmas worship
team will convene in September to develop plans for creative and
meaningful worship marking God’s promises as seen through the arrival of Jesus into our world.

I want to end with a big thank you to everyone who helped me with
donations and encouragement along the way.
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Choir Returns on September 8th
The Grace choir will be back singing in worship starting Sunday, September 8th. Singers of all ages and abilities are invited and encouraged to sing with our spirited ensemble. The choir gathers in the
sanctuary at 10:15 every Sunday morning to rehearse songs for upcoming weeks and prepare music for that day. In addition, the choir
will gather for a mini-retreat at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday morning, September 28th at the home of Nate & Dee Johnson. This will be time for
more in-depth rehearsal of some new choral songs, as well as to enjoy
fellowship among choir members. Direct any questions to director
Mark Bowman at markleby@comcast.net or 773-316-8892.

Renovations for the Sunday School Rooms
Over the next several years, we plan to renovate our 5 Sunday School
rooms. We submitted our proposal to the Council in July and it was
approved. This is some of the work we plan to accomplish.
• Repaint the walls

Sunday, September 8, 2019
On Sunday, Sept. 8, Grace will engage in service work here in our community. We are one of nearly 9,100 congregations across the country
participating in “God’s Work. Our Hands." In the spirit of "Evanston
Reformation 500 and Beyond," Grace is joining
with other Lutheran and Roman Catholic congregations in Evanston to engage in service work to
make a positive change in our communities, build
and deepen relationships, and share God’s love.
Join us as we do God’s work with our hands!

• Replace window coverings

We will start with a light lunch at Immanuel Lutheran Church (616 Lake St.) at noon. From there, we will go off to
projects that include:

• Add white boards and bulletin boards

• Deep cleaning of the room at the St. Mark’s hospitality center

• Add wall decorations

• Fall clean-up at Lutheran Campus Ministry at Northwestern University

• Sand and repaint window sills
• Replace the carpeting

The funds for these projects will be raised by the children, youth and
their families and friends. Much of the work will be done by the same
group of people
Liz Laughlin

• Painting at new location of Moran Youth Services (1900 Dempster).
• Cleaning and other work at the YMCA and YWCA
• Quilt-tying for Lutheran World Relief
• Advocacy card writing to government representatives

Interfaith Hospitality Center
Remember when Mom told you that breakfast is
the most important meal of the day? Each day 3550 people in Evanston visit the Interfaith Hospitality Center to get breakfast. That's 210 to 300 meals
for the six days they are open and the center is
available all year long. That's a lot of waffles, cereal,
juice or coffee! In fact, one of the participants was
heard to call this service the "Waffle House of Evanston." Communities of Faith in the Interfaith Action
Evanston work to provide those important meals. They donate food
or funds to cover the costs of this important meal of the day. Some
participants have breakfast and leave for jobs, others stay to use computers or to get social worker input. All of these people are homeless.
Grace has ;been a participant in this service for over 20 years!

• Making "get well" and other cards that can be used by individual
congregations
•

Preparation of 60 lunches for Connections for the Homeless

• Packaging of donated toiletries and first aid supplies for guests at
the St. Paul soup kitchen
We will then gather back at Immanuel around 3:30 to discuss our experiences.
Feel free to wear your “God’s work. Our hands" yellow t-shirt from
prior years.
For more information, contact
Connie Wood conniewood44@gmail.com or 847 869 2289.

You can help by donating food items such as: boxes of instant oatmeal, boxes of crackers either graham or soda, bottles of syrup, 1/2
gallons of juice (Not OJ), a can of coffee, a box of tea, a container of
creamer, a jar of peanut butter, or jars of jam or jelly. Cash is used to
purchase frozen waffles, yogurt, cream cheese, margarine, milk, orange juice, fruit, and bread. You can place your contribution in the
metal cabinet in the west hallway.
If shopping isn't your thing you can donate cash to buy the fresh
items. Place the cash in an envelope and put the envelope in the collection plate. On the third Sunday of the month the donations are
brought forward in the sanctuary and blessed before they are taken
to the shelter the next day.

Fun Ecuador fact: Chimbarazo is a volcano, not a mountain!
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Grace Neighborhood Ice Cream Social
Take a look on the east side of Grace - Despite a few weeks of hot, dry weather, the
native plant water garden is well established!

Grace Gardens Move Forward
The water garden (water supplied from roof run-off ) is looking
good. Thanks to all who moved
literally a ton of dirt to make it
happen. Because of our garden
work, Grace has been awarded a
Wildlife Habitat certificate.

After a rainy start to the day, and predictions of thunderstorms (which
prompted Rachel to cancel the bounce house by the 8:00 AM deadline, in order to save our deposit), we ended up having a lovely day for
the Annual picnic (indoors), Ice Cream Social, and Block Party.
If we count people who attended services (and possibly stayed for the
picnic and ice cream), plus those who came just for ice cream, there
were 95 members involved, (last year 50)

On the west lawn, Grace has raised beds with kale, tomatoes and zucchini, and herbs. This summer we have been delivering organic produce to Curt’s Cafe and the Reba Food pantry. This effort is a small
part of food access and food justice in Evanston. If you have any questions, please contact Clare Tallon Ruen or Holly O’Connor.

And this is a rough estimate, but I think we had 78 neighbors — so
even way more than last year, (last year 56, which debunked my
theory that not having the bounce house would seriously affect our
neighborhood numbers.)
The total coming to: wait for it ————— 173!
The Evanston Fire Department truck came and turned on the hydrant
for the kids to dance, scream, and laugh in the water. The Evanston
Parks and Recreation “Let’s Play Mobile Trailer” came with games and
activities for all ages. Once the rain cleared, we moved outside and
people visited and relaxed, to great music from PD’s playlist.
We made some new connections, some attendees saying they have
thought of coming to Grace and were curious about what we’re like,
and neighbors who saw us as a friendly and fun community.
I’m open to suggestions for next year -- and to volunteers who want
to be on the committee!
Many, many people helped with delivering flyers to the neighborhood, donations, set-up, making hot dogs, serving ice cream, and
clean up. Thanks to all who helped, especially Nancy Schubert, Craig
Gonder, and George Van Nice.
Rachel Stark Inch

A late August harvest donated to the Reba food pantry.
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ELCA Churchwide Assembly Declares
ELCA Sanctuary Church
In a key action, the 2019 ELCA Churchwide Assembly
voted to approve a memorial that declares the ELCA a sanctuary
church. This is the first North American denomination to declare itself
a sanctuary church body. As a sanctuary church, the ELCA is committed to serving and supporting migrant children and families in communities across the country.
Earlier in the day, the Rev. Elizabeth Eaton, presiding bishop of the
ELCA, joined more than 700 assembly members and others in a march
and prayer vigil to the Milwaukee Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) office. The march addressed concerns about the human
rights of migrant children and families entering the U.S. along the
southern border. Through the ELCA’s initiative, Accompanying Migrant Minors with Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities (AMMPARO), this church is committed to working toward just
and humane policies affecting migrants in and outside the U.S.
Lutheran Disaster Response supports the AMMPARO mission through
work with partners in New York, countries from Central America’s
Northern Triangle and Mexico.

Be a part of the response:
Pray - Continue to pray for migrant children and families.

A Benefit for Bridges to Home October 5, 7-9:00pm
You’ve seen our Cabaret reminder in the GraceNote and Sunday bulletins, but you may not know what Bridges to Home is. Let us tell you
about this wonderful program.
About 5 or 6 years ago, the 5 ELCA Lutheran Churches (Grace, Immanuel, Lutheran Campus Ministry/Northwestern U, St. Paul’s and Trinity)
in Evanston sat down to study how we could impact the Evanston
community as a Lutheran presence. After much study we decided
that we would try to help house young people who were starting
their lives anew. We were guided in this decision by Curt’s Cafe folks
and Connections for the Homeless. Connections needed to graduate
young men out of their sheltered living at Our House and move them
on toward independent living. These young men were gaining job
and daily life skills at both Curt’s and Our House and were ready to
move on. Thus was born Bridges to Home, an apartment financed by
the 5 churches through benevolence contributions and the annual
Cabaret. The first apartment has been so successful that we hope to
raise enough money to subsidize a second apartment.
The 4th Annual Cabaret is drawing near, and you won’t want to miss
this annual event featuring talent from all five churches and delicious
sweet and savory snacks prepared by the five. Ask anyone who has
gone to one of the first three cabarets - Lutherans really have talent, both on stage and in the kitchen. The best part of the evening is
knowing that all the money collected goes to helping young men and
now also women who are starting new lives.
Here’s the info you need:
Cabaret at Grace Lutheran Church on Sat. Oct. 5, 2019 at 7:00 PM.
Tickets are $25.00 and will be sold at the door.
If you want to know more, please ask Ginny Ayers,
Dorothy Nagelbach, or Nancy Schubert.

Give - Thanks to generous, undesignated donations, Lutheran
Disaster Response is able to respond quickly and effectively to disasters around the globe. Your gifts to Lutheran Disaster Response will
be used where there is the greatest need.
Connect - To learn more about global migration and what Lutheran
Disaster Response is doing:
• Like Lutheran Disaster Response and ELCA AMMPARO on
Facebook.
• Visit the AMMPARO website at elca.org/AMMPARO.
by Sharei Green on August 9, 2019

AMMPARO Comes to Grace!
On July 31st, Mary Campbell and Grace member Evelyn Soto Straw
presented to a group of 20 people regarding the Evangelical Lutheran Church’s ongoing AMMPARO initiative. The word “amparo” in
Spanish means the protection of a living creature from suffering or
damage. The ELCA’s strategy to Accompanying Migrant Minors with
Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities (AMMPARO) was envisioned after witnessing the plight of children who are
forced to flee their communities because of complex and interrelated
reasons, including chronic violence, poverty, environmental displacement and lack of opportunities in El Salvador, Honduras and Guatemala. Due to our connection to companion churches in the region,
including companion synod relationships, and existing ministries in
the U.S., the ELCA is well-positioned to help ensure that these vulnerable children are protected. With the recent ELCA Churchwide vote to
declare itself a ’Sanctuary Denomination,’ Grace is excited to join with
150 Lutheran Congregations in the U.S. to contribute to this important ministry. Please speak with Nancy Mathyer or Anne Laurence if
you are interested in getting involved! For more info, visit www.elca.
org/ammparo
Pastor Daniel
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Gretchen and Del were friendly and welcoming, having frequent parties, and Gretchen often held meetings at her house. When I had to
wait 2 weeks before I could move into a new apartment after moving
out of my previous apartment many years ago, the Leppkes let me
stay at their house. They also gave me a bridal shower when I got
married in 1992, and they gave me a retirement party when I retired
from full-time work in 2001. Del continues to live in the nursing home
part of Presbyterian Homes where I visit him regularly now since I live
on the same campus, in Independent Living. At age 93 he continues
to be a delight.
Marilyn Mason

Gretchen Leppke Obituary
Former Grace Member Gretchen Leppke
Died 7-10-19
A Remembrance
Gretchen Leppke died at age 91 on July 10, 2019, at Presbyterian
Homes in Evanston. Gretchen and Del Leppke were long-time members of Grace who first came to this congregation in 1955, moved to
Highland Park in 1956, and then moved back to Evanston in 1966
when they became Grace members until about 1993 or 1994 when
they transferred their membership to St. Paul’s, also in Evanston.
Gretchen left Grace probably in 1992 because she wanted a woman
pastor which she was able to find at St. Paul’s. When the call committee was considering candidates for a new pastor in 1992, she said she
would leave if Grace didn’t call the one woman who was among the
candidates but they chose a man, Randy Lee, instead. Del was on the
call committee, as was Carolyn Utech, and Carolyn said the woman
wasn’t a good fit for Grace. Del remained at Grace for about a year after Gretchen left because he was chair of a sanctuary renovation committee – both Dave Utech and I served on that committee. Dave said
about Del: It was a delight serving with Del in charge, and I would
never want to be on the other side of a negotiating table from him.
Carolyn told me about Gretchen’s active participation in the Lutheran
Women’s Caucus. It was an early part of her activism on behalf of
women, probably in the 1970s. LWC challenged the theology and
consequent treatment of women in the Lutheran Church/Missouri
Synod. LWC published a newsletter, The Well Woman, and staged
protests at church conventions. LWC was strongly condemned by ultra conservative groups, which only energized Gretchen to do more.
You can read more about some of Gretchen’s advocacy on behalf of
women by reading her obituary. Since neither Del nor Gretchen were
able to get to St. Paul’s easily in recent years, they were both quite
pleased when former Grace member Peg Otte, ordained as an ELCA
pastor many years ago, became Interim Pastor at St. Paul’s, and Pastor
Peg continues to minister to Del as he grieves Gretchen’s death.
Grace was originally a Missouri Synod congregation that left the Missouri Synod in the 1970s to form an interim organization, the Association of Evangelical Lutheran Churches, until the Evangelical Lutheran
Church of America was formed in 1988.

Gretchen Buenger Leppke, 91, passed away peacefully on July 10,
2019 with loving husband, Del of 63 years, by her side. Gretchen was
born on September 26, 1927 in Rochester, Mn. She is survived by her
beloved husband, Delbert Leppke, their two children, Kevin and Karen, two grandchildren, Ian and Candice and two great grandchildren,
Oliver and Katherine.
Gretchen attended elementary and high school in Rochester and
graduated as an architect from the University of Minnesota in 1950.
Before joining Ellerbe Architects in Rochester, she traveled to Sweden
with Student Program for Amity among Nations to spend six months
living with a family.
On her way home, she visited several European countries. Shortly after her return, she moved to New York City where she met and married Del in 1955. They moved to Evanston in 1956 and then to Deerfield before settling back in Evanston with their two children in 1966.
During her many years in Evanston, Gretchen was active in the Republican Club and the Evanston chapter of the American Association
of University Women. She was a member of Grace Lutheran Church
and later St. Paul’s Lutheran Church. She devoted her time in the Altar Guild and the local women’s group of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church In America. Gretchen found her calling after graduating with
a Master’s in Feminine Theology from the Lutheran School of Theology in Chicago, dedicating her career to being an advocate of women
in the Lutheran Church. One of her first positions was to work alongside a nun at the Uptown Mission’s “The Blue House” raising the role
of women in their respective churches.
Gretchen and Del traveled extensively throughout the world. Gretchen having been to Sweden before many Americans went to Europe
especially women, loved exploring countries just opened to visitors
from other countries and finding out about their cultures and traditions. They traveled to China, Bhutan, Soviet Union, Iran and Oman
in the 70s and 80s. When they returned home, Gretchen would invite friends and neighbors to share these adventures. Even as they
aged, they continued to travel throughout the USA and the rest of the
world. They connected with their families in Denmark, Norway, and
various areas of Germany, especially around Dresden.
Combining her love of travel and her advocacy to women, Gretchen
set out on a journey to show the similarities of women around the
world by documenting, recording and producing a short movie called
“Rhythms and Rituals” capturing the lives of women from Bhutan, China, Kenya, Korea, The Philippines, America, England and Zimbabwe to
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name a few. She attended 2 UN sponsored International Conferences
of Women, Nairobi (1985) and Beijing (1995) where she established
life-long friendships of women from around the world.
Gretchen loved God and her family. She advocated for the women of
the world and the plight of the Palestinian Churches. She read extensively about women in the Bible and loved discussions of how women played important roles throughout religious history. She enjoyed
going to the theater and watching football on TV - Go Gophers! She
appreciated conversing with all types of people and learning about
who they were. During her final years, she maintained her caring and
generous character with others in the Presbyterian Home and in return was cherished. Her family would like to express their extreme
gratitude to the aides, nurses, doctors and all her caregivers for their
care during the final years of her life.

From her grandson Ian Ralph who was unable to attend.
Nana was always one to open my eyes to different cultures, faiths and
traditions. Her video making and story telling of the loves of women
always left me inspired. As did her skills in movie making and fondness to try new technology.
For me personally, although living thousands of miles apart, I cherished the time she had spent sharing interesting articles and ideas,
cuttings and clippings on the world, history, science, architecture
and planning, which meant we always had a lot to discuss. I enjoyed
her fondness for wordplay, riddles and songs, no matter how silly, it
always brought a smile. Whilst there was always the laughter when
Nana read the weekend cartoons sections.
And of course I’ll never forget the generous and delicious variety of
food and copious amount of cakes, cookies and desserts that were
synonymous with visiting, especially the Christmas festivities and
food.

2019 ELCA Churchwide Assembly
Summary of Actions

Gathering under the theme “We are church,” 900 voting members of
the 2019 Churchwide Assembly of the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America (ELCA) made a number of key decisions to further the mission and ministry of this church. The assembly met Aug. 5-10 at the
Wisconsin Center in Milwaukee. Votes included:
• Reelected on the first ballot the Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton to a six-year
term as ELCA presiding bishop.
• Elected Deacon Sue Rothmeyer to a six-year term as ELCA secretary.
• Approved the social statement “Faith, Sexism and Justice: A Call to
Action” and its implementing resolutions.
• Approved the triennium budget for 2020-2022, which includes a
current fund spending authorization of $68,378,325 for 2020,
• Adopted the “Strategy Toward Authentic Diversity in the ELCA,”
and witnessed the presentation of the “Declaration of the ELCA to
People of African Descent,” .
• Adopted 26 memorials ranging in topics from gun violence to engagement in the Holy Land and gender identity to seminary tuition.
• Adopted a memorial that affirms the ELCA’s long-standing commitment to migrants and refugees and declares the ELCA a sanctuary
church body.
• Adopted a memorial to encourage all synods and congregations
to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the ELCA’s ordination of
women in 2020.

From Candice

• Adopted a memorial to support the vision and goals of the Poor
People’s Campaign.

Nana has always been special to me, a source of inspiration and joy.
As a child, I loved baking cookies and having cake for breakfast (Nana
ok’d!) with even dessert coming first once in awhile.

• Adopted a resolution that committed the ELCA to support the
World Council of Church’s “Thursdays in Black” campaign toward a
world without rape and violence.

Reading Dr. Seuss books was a regular feature of our stays. For Christmas visits, besides the massive amount of cookies, we made reindeers out of wooden clothes pegs and waxed paper stars with glitter.
S’mores, sparklers in the yard, parades and fireworks were part of our
summer visits. No matter that we lived thousands of miles away, she
was always with us, in the cookies, candies, decorations and napkins
for every occasion that she would send us.

• Adopted a resolution to commemorate June 17 as a day of repentance in the ELCA for the martyrdom of the Emanuel 9—the nine
people who were shot and killed June 17, 2015, during a Bible
study at Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church in Charleston, S.C.

As I grew up, I loved learning about our family traditions especially
which dish was used for which occasion or food and about the beautiful objects in her home that carried stories across time and place. I
remember having a giggling fit with her one Christmas, over what I
can’t remember but I’m sure it was a silly song or joke. Entering into
adulthood, I began to understand the plight of women’s rights and
equality - something that is very important to me now.
Nana will continue to live on in every batch of Christmas cookies I
bake, in the times I use her glassware, or sit in a chair draped with a
textile from her collection. And always in the memory of her warm,
loving hugs and hearty laugh.

• Adopted a resolution to condemn white supremacy, calling all
ELCA congregations to engage in a “study of the structures and
rhetoric that empower and fuel racism and white supremacy and
to take to heart the teaching of Scriptures, so we may all be better
equipped to speak boldly about the equal dignity of all persons in
the eyes of God.”
• Celebrated the end of Always Being Made New: The Campaign for
the ELCA, which concluded June 30 with nearly $250 million raised
in cash, multiyear commitments and planned gift commitments.
• Elected members to serve on the ELCA Church Council, churchwide committees and churchwide boards.
For a complete list, go to https://elca.org/News-and-Events/8003
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August Ice Cream Social

Grace Lutheran Church of Evanston
1430 South Blvd.
Evanston, IL 60202
847.475.2211

Find us at:
GraceEvanston.org
Facebook.com/graceevanston
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