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Reflections From The Youth Gathering in Houston
The Adults:
Pastor Daniel: The 2018 national
youth convention of the ELCA
was, as it usually is, a remarkable
experience for our youth and
adult chaperones. For this month’s
Harbinger, we’ve decided to let
the youth and adults share their
impressions. It was a life-changing experience to be
in Houston, TX with 31,000 Lutheran youth and adults
from all across the country. Whether it was the relationships formed while on the trip, the nightly stadium speakers and music, the games and pool time, the
small group prayer and discussion, or the actions taken to highlight crucial issues in our midst—the ELCA
National Youth Convention (Theme: This Changes Everything) fed, inspired, and activated us.
My personal highlights of the convention were these
five things:
1) The absolutely incredible work of the Grace parents,
adult leaders, and youth to raise over $12,000.00 to
pay for this endeavor. Your creativity, hard work, and
follow-through was truly inspiring. Thanks be to God
for such active adults who care for their children, and
the children of Grace!
2) Jarrod Gaither’s leadership: As usual, Jarrod gave his
all in the planning, implementation, and day-to-day
organizing of our experience. His faith, love, good humor, and gentleness were on display for all to see. We
are continually blessed to have him as a member of
Grace, and a leader of our education programs. THANK
YOU, Jarrod!
3) As a father, it was pretty damn moving to see my
children, Zora and Isaac, witness and absorb so much
of the convention. Initially, I did not want to go as an
adult leader for fear I would be ‘That Dad,’ who they felt
was an unwelcome presence. My fears were unfounded (or, at least, Zora and Isaac fooled me into thinking
they were ;). I was able to enjoy them as my children
and as participating Grace youth during the trip.

4) The action we took to decry
the family separations at the convention: I hope many of you saw
our Facebook page during the
convention, and especially the
rally that dozens of Metro Chicago Youth held while there. I have
been to four national conventions,
now. This was the first time I’ve seen anything like this.
To mix joy, service, and justice as Lutheran youth and
adults was the blessed cocktail of Jesus’ Spirit. Finally,
5) The Grace Youth: What a remarkable group of young
people. You would all be so proud to see how they represented themselves, the congregation of Grace, and
their parents while in Houston. I think Elizabeth Van
Nice (who also deserves huge thanks for her work as
an adult chaperone!) would agree with Jarrod and me:
this group is special. They loved and respected each
other, respected us as adult chaperones, had fun together, shared openly and honestly, and had a lot of
fun.
I look forward to the next national convention in Minneapolis in three years. And I thank YOU, Grace Lutheran Church, for your generous gifts and support to send
us to Houston to be with God, one another, and the
people of that city.

Elizabeth Van Nice: I will confess that an initial motivation to join in with the Houston group was the possibility of hearing a well-known leader speak live, and
I got lucky in that respect. But the celebrity speakers
will be just one of many fun memories from our trek
to the Gathering in Houston. I am so grateful for all
the energy and organizing provided by Jarrod, Liz, and
all at Grace, supporting the goal of getting our youth
(including 2 of mine) to Houston. Once we were actually there learning, serving, and playing, I suspected
that the youth could appreciate the significance of the
opportunity because of all the efforts and prayers by
those leading up to the conference.
My favorite thing to observe as a chaperone was the
various ways those attending the Gathering could
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make connections. I wish in the real world we could offer strangers
high fives as we pass one another on the street. Gathering youth
would sneak clothes pins with their social media handle onto another’s hat or backpack. George was given a necktie one evening,
with God is Love artfully added to the tie. Our afternoon spent with
other Chicago metro synod groups was a great opportunity to connect, consider justice issues together, and pray for each other. I especially enjoyed watching the Grace youth connect with each other,
even when passing time by playing frisbee games with PD. Thank
you, Grace, for giving all of us this wonderful experience, - I’m already
excited for the next group and the ’21 Gathering!
Jarrod Gaither: I’m left with a beautiful collage of memories from
this year’s Gathering! Experiencing the nightly mass gatherings, listening to inspiring speakers, hearing new points of view and seeing
energized, faithful youth from around the nation; all these memories
leave me feeling hopeful for the future of our church. The most rewarding experience, though, was being able to spend an extended
period of time with our congregation’s youth. We are so fortunate to
have this fun, intelligent, quirky, hard-working and big-hearted group
of young ones as members at Grace, and I’m honored that I was able
to witness firsthand the unique gifts, personalities and incredible capacity for empathy, service and love they each offer.
My prayer and my belief is that this experience has planted many
seeds of faith in their hearts and that with continued support and
care from our congregation, each participant will have a closer relationship with God, a better understanding of their own faith and a
more focused vision of their calling. I know that our community is
proud of these future leaders, and I look forward to seeing how they
change our world in the years to come

Youth Perspective
Claire Van Nice The 4 days went by way faster than I would have
liked them to. I really enjoyed Synod Day; singing the church songs
was super fun as well as all the church games we played. I liked getting to know people from the Chicago area. I was very surprised that
church was actually really fun, and I think it affects the way I feel about
church now. I am very thankful for the experience of the Gatherings at
night. The feeling of being in the same room with 30,000 people who
believe the same thing as you is super cool. I always had fun every
night and I think it was a really good way to end every day.

George Van Nice Houston was so cool because I had never been
surrounded by so many people who were also Lutheran. The protest
on the first day was a very powerful experience because it felt like
I was actually making a difference about something that I believed
was very wrong. The big gatherings at night were very awesome experiences because it felt like we were at a concert and worshiping
God at the same time. The speakers who gave speeches about how
God helped them get past hard times in their lives, whether that was
addiction, anorexia or self-harm. Those speeches really spoke to me
because it made me realize that no matter how bad life got, believing
in God can always help you to overcome them.
The overall trip was lit because the whole time my friends were there,
so if we weren’t doing an activity we could still have fun with each
other. The service project showed me that you can have fun helping
others, and even though it was very hot we still had fun and helped
decorate Houston. Overall it was a really fun experience that I will remember forever; it changed my views of Christianity.
Amelia Brownell: This is Amelia. I had a great experience at the
Houston gathering that I’m very grateful for. Especially I’m thankful
for the people who helped us fundraising and planning, and of course
for Pastor Dan, Jarrod, and Elizabeth. It was so nice of them to come
on the trip and organize everything for us. The trip was very tiring but
a lot of fun! The bus ride went as well as a 24-hour bus ride can go, and
when we got there it was overwhelming. I heard there were 30,000 or
31,000 kids there!
The next 5 days were super busy but some of the things I enjoyed the
most were getting to meet new people from our synod (Metro-Chicago), getting to explore the convention center at Interactive Learning
Day, the talks we had every night before we went to bed, and the
speakers at the nightly shows at the stadium. It was nice to see so
many other people who shared the same values as me, and so many
people who want to take action to help others. It was inspiring. Houston was incredibly hot, but luckily everything including the transport
buses was air-conditioned. I had a really great time and I am once
again very thankful I could go.
Isaac Tallon Ruen: At the gathering I experienced everyone as a big
community, even if we hadn’t seen each other before we were together. Some things that stood out to me were: how much work it
had taken to set this up. Another thing I liked was: the performers told
their stories and gave lessons to us.
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I saw the Holy Spirit at work on our service day. We were really hot
and tired when one of the volunteers gave us water. I give thanks for
the people who were brave enough to go onto the stage and tell their
story, even if it was embarrassing or weird.
Victor Encarnación Rodríguez: What I like about Houston. Well
there were a lot of things I liked about Houston but my favorite part
was talking to new people and sharing my ideas about faith. Everyone was very understanding and we all came together to have a really
fun time. We would laugh and joke with each other but when it was
time to be serious about faith we all knew it. I felt like we were very
respectful to the speakers and felt what they were feeling.
Houston was amazing and I’m glad that I got to share that experience
with everyone; I can’t wait for the next one in Minneapolis so I can
share that experience with even more people!
Zora Tallon Ruen The ELCA Houston youth gathering was an unforgettable experience. From the long bus ride there to the one home,
I felt a strong sense of community and belonging with people that I
didn’t even know.
Being a Lutheran has always been a part of my identity, but I hadn’t
felt I had really identified myself as a Lutheran until the Houston gathering. After all, it is a pretty cool thing to have in common with 31,000
other people.
I am so grateful to Grace for helping to send us all to Houston. It
would have been impossible without you! I will always remember the
experience.
Alice Wilson Our trip to Houston, Tx, for the 2018 ELCA Youth Gathering was a real eye-opening experience because we learned so many
things like how there were almost 31,000 other people who believed
in the same things that you did, and how much variety there is. One
really big take away was from our service day because, even though
we did something very small, the community still appreciated it. I
think that this group of youth is very special because, even though
we might be going through rough times, we, somehow, find the time
and patience to be there for each other and help each other get to
Houston.
I would like to thank Jarrod in particular because he was the main
planner for this trip for this group, which meant he had to put a lot
of hard work into this, and I would like to thank the church because,
without you, we could not have raised all $12,000. I really hope you
will continue to support us and other youth to come as we prepare to
go to Minneapolis, MN, in 3 years.

Worship Notes
On Sunday, September 2, we resume our regular worship schedule:
9:00 a.m. Connections service and 11:00 Traditions worship.
September 9-30 we will celebrate the Season of Creation in
worship. For these four Sundays we will join in a whole-hearted experience of celebrating the mysteries and wonders of creation with
God, Christ, and the Holy Spirit. We celebrate Earth, the garden planet
God has chosen as God’s sanctuary and as our home. We celebrate
with the creatures God has created as our kin on this blue green planet. As we celebrate, we are conscious of the crisis that creation faces
because of human greed, exploitation, and neglect. As we celebrate,
we empathize with those parts of creation—human and non-human—that are groaning because of human crimes against creation.
And, especially, we celebrate the Christ, whose death brings forgiveness for our sins against creation and whose risen presence is the cosmic power at work in reconciling and restoring creation.
On one of these Sundays we will mark the first anniversary of the
destructive Hurricane Maria in Puerto Rico which resulted in extensive loss of life, property and livelihood. We will honor the sacrifice of those working to rebuild life on the island and look at how we
at Grace can support the continued relief work there. [There should
be more details on this imminently.]
Sunday, October 7 Blessing of the Animals is the culmination
of our Seasons of Creation worship. Bring your pet(s) or a representation of them for a special blessing at either worship service.

Grace Choir
Singers of all abilities are invited to join the Grace choir that sings
at the 11:00 worship service. Director Mark Bowman will guide our
choir’s continued growth and development to bring spirited praise
and prayer to God in the coming year.
Starting on Sunday, September 9th, choir will rehearse at
10:15 a.m. (new time) in the sanctuary.
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David Rodriguez-Nelson & Kristina Rodriguez-Jeluso
Wedding:
June 16th was our big day! It was a beautiful Saturday that we celebrated our marriage with friends & family. The ceremony took place at
the chapel in the nursing home where Kristina’s grandfather lives. We
continued the celebration afterwards with a reception at the Revel
Center in Grand Rapids, Michigan.
Thank you everyone who came to/sent gifts for our wedding shower
at Grace (hosted by Taína!) We are truly grateful that we were able to
share this with our Chicago and Grace family!

Dad:
My dad (Jim Jeluso) is currently having cancer treatments every 3
weeks in response to his bladder cancer that he was diagnosed with
in September 2017. Chemotherapy was not effective to treat his type
of cancer, metastatic small cell carcinoma of the bladder. He is currently receiving immunotherapy (a treatment that works with the
body’s immune system to fight cancer cells). Overall the treatment
has proven successful in reducing the size of the cancer cells/mass,
and doctors have not seen significant metastasis (spreading) at this
point.
He is very tired and experiencing some side affects, but remains optimistic through this process. He enjoys watching the Facebook live
feed of the Sunday worship service and enjoys talking about the sermons. Prayers are appreciated and he sends his thanks to Grace for all
the prayers already sent.

Holden Village:
For those of you who have not been, Holden Village is a lovely Lutheran Retreat Center in the mountains of Washington State. A previous copper mine and mining village, it is a place for reflection and
some fun outdoor adventures with crafts, hiking and we even saw a
mother bear and her cub. Kristina thoroughly enjoyed the “craft cave”
where she created: a rug, worked on two community murals, glazed
and crafted a pot, practiced her weaving skills on an inkle loom piece
and we both made bronze jewelry from metal infused clay.
Traveling with David’s brother, sister, nephews and mother who live
on the west coast our group of 12 arrived at Holden. We were welcomed to the village in style as the first night it was announced that
it was our “honeymoon at Holden”. So many endearing people welcomed us and embraced us with sincerity just like the Grace community has done.
We enjoyed several hikes in the mountains with one of our favorites
being an educational star gazing midnight hike. Unfortunately during the end of our trip we caught a stomach bug and spent the last
couple days in bed recovering.
The return trip home through the Washington mountains from Lake
Chelan to Seattle was beautiful. The transition from the desert side
of the mountains (Holden), to the temperate side of the mountains
(Seattle) was symbolic of our return from our honeymoon back to our
vivid active lives in Chicago.
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Ice Cream Social And Block Party A Huge Success
More than 106 people gathered on Sunday, August 12th, to attend
the 3rd Annual Ice Cream Social. It was a fun-filled afternoon for the
50 Grace members and 56+ neighbors and others who attended from
the community.
A new feature this year was obtaining a block party permit from the
City of Evanston, which allowed us to block off the east side of the
church of the Wesley block, between South Boulevard and Oakton
Avenue. We cleared the parking lot and contracted with Moon Jump
for a Bounce House, which the children loved. The City of Evanston
sent a “Let’s Play Mobile Trailer” with toys, games, prizes, and activities for all ages. The Evanston Fire Department fire truck came and
opened up the hydrant near the parking lot and the children delighted in getting soaked. Others brought basketballs, bicycles, and
Frisbees. A staff member from the yoga studio read auras for people.
The ice cream with chocolate sauce, strawberries, bananas, and
whipped cream was delicious and there was plenty for all. People sat
in the shade and visited.
There is already enthusiasm for next year’s event, with suggestions to
add live music, and possibly combine it with Grace’s summer picnic.
This was an opportunity to be generous and welcoming to our community, and to offer our building and ministries to all for future needs.
Grace members were friendly and chatty with our guests and Pastor
Daniel was introduced to everyone. One neighbor said that she might
come to Wonderful Wednesdays and two others said they would be
happy to be part of the Las Posadas tradition in Advent.
Many thanks to the committee who worked tirelessly: Rachel Stark
Inch, chair, Dominique and Marjorie Baptiste, Rools Jean, Liz Laughlin
and Lyn Taliaferro. They were assisted by many others who helped set
up tables and clean up.
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Little Free Pantry
Thank you for your contributions to our Little Free Pantry and for your
stewardship of the structure. We finally have thwarted that squirrel!
There now are several copies of an interesting cookbook in the pantry. Good and Cheap was written by a graduate student of food studies at New York University. It is full of recipes that fit into a meager
food budget, with beautiful photos of the prepared dishes.
The book originally was written to help families receiving SNAP benefits (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, formerly known as
food stamps) to eat better and more healthily, but it will be useful to
anyone trying to make ends meet on a tight budget.
The cookbook also is available as a free PDF in English and Spanish
from the cookbook website, https://cookbooks.leannebrown.com/
good-and-cheap.pdf. The print version was made possible through a
crowdfunding campaign to finance its production, which also underwrote a ‘buy one, give one’ initiative to provide multiple copies of the
book to non-profit organizations that work to alleviate food scarcity

+ Paul Bailey +
Long-time Grace member Paul Bailey died August 3 in Arizona. Paul
moved there several years ago to live with his brother.
Paul and his wife Sheryl came to Grace church in the 1970’s. They
were blessed with the birth of their son Michael, who grew up in
Evanston. Michael died tragically in an automobile accident when
he was 19. Sheryl struggled with numerous health issues before succumbing to cancer about ten years ago.
In spite of these Job-like trials, Paul maintained a positive attitude
and expressed a deep faith in his Lord. Over the years at Grace, Paul
served in many ways, as teacher, singer, council member, call committee member, and assisting minister. One memorable Christmas Eve,
Paul wore a Santa suit while serving as assisting minister.
Paul grew up in Oklahoma and delighted in telling everyone about
the beauties of that state. He enjoyed acting in college drama productions and developed a radio voice that he put to good use as a
deejay, emcee, and announcer. He is well-remembered for his yearly
series of announcements during Lent about the upcoming Palm Sunday Pancake Breakfast organized and served by the men. Paul was
one of the founders of that breakfast, and he served as its primary
organizer for many years.
Since moving to Arizona, Paul stayed in touch with friends through
social media. It was clear that he continued to enjoy drama, movies, and eating out with his new group of friends. He struggled with
ongoing health issues, but his photos always showed a broad smile.
Paul will be missed. May he rest in peace, love, and joy.

and hunger. Friends of the Evanston Farmers Market has been giving
the books to patrons of the Fleetwood Jourdain Community Center
and other distribution points for several years.
We hope to continuously have a few copies stocked in the pantry. So
next time you’re shopping at Amazon, check how many used copies
of this cookbook are available for purchase – most of the prices are
quite low. If you are able, consider ordering one for our pantry! They
may be left in one of the bins next to the Interfaith Hospitality cabinet
in the Sunday school wing.
Anne Laurence
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Bridges to Home Save the Date!

Grace Book Group Sept. 16, 3-5:00pm

You’ve seen our Cabaret reminder in the GraceNote and Sunday
bulletins, but you may not know
what Bridges to Home is. Let me
tell you about this wonderful
program. About 5 or 6 years ago,
the 5 ELCA Lutheran Churches
(Grace, Immanuel, Lutheran Campus Ministry/Northwestern U, St.
Paul’s and Trinity) in Evanston sat
down to study how we could impact the Evanston community as
a Lutheran presence. After much study we decided that we would try
to help house young people who were starting their lives anew.
We were guided in this decision by Curt’s Cafe folks and Connections
for the Homeless. Connections needed to graduate young men out
of their sheltered living at Our House and move them on toward independent living. These young men were gaining job and daily life
skills at both Curt’s and Our House and were ready to move on. Thus
was born Bridges to Home, an apartment financed by the 5 churches
through benevolence contributions and the annual Cabaret.
Now the 3rd Cabaret is drawing near, and you won’t want to miss this
annual event featuring talent from all 5 churches and delicious sweet
and savory snacks prepared by the 5. Ask anyone who has gone to
one of the first two cabarets about the wonderful show we put on.
Lutherans really have talent, both on stage and in the kitchen. The
best part of the evening is knowing that all the money collected goes
to subsiding a first apartment for young men starting new lives.

Here’s the info you need:
Cabaret at Immanuel Lutheran Church
616 Lake St. Evanston, IL
Sat. Oct. 20, 2018, 7:00 P.M. - 9:30 P.M.
You will be so glad to be there.
If you want to know more, please ask Ginny Ayers,
Dorothy Nagelbach, or Nancy Schubert.
Suggested Donation $25.00
To donate, please send a check to:
Connections for the Homeless,
2121 Dewey Ave., Evanston, IL, 60201,
with Bridges to Home on the memo line.

All are welcome to come to the next Grace Book Group that will
be held on Sunday, September 16, 2018 from 3:00 – 5:00 at the
Blackburns’ apartment, 1508 Hinman Avenue, Apt. 3B in
Evanston, phone 847/475-8022.
I learned about our next book, Small Great Things by Jodi Picoult,
from our one black resident here at Westminster Place. She said that
when she first read the book she didn’t see a photo of the author and
she thought surely the book was written by a black woman because
no white woman would be able to describe her experience so well.
However, the author, who is white, did a remarkable job of researching the black woman’s experience to write with authority and authenticity.
The story is based on a true story and is about a black woman, Ruth,
who is a nurse in the maternity unit at a hospital in Connecticut. She
is told by a couple, white supremacists, that they don’t want her to
touch their baby who ends up dying when Ruth is the only one in the
room with him. The parents accuse Ruth of murdering their newborn.
Each chapter in the book is told from the point of view of one of these
characters: Ruth; Turk, the father of the child who dies; and Kennedy,
Ruth’s public defender. I highly recommend this book, whether or not
you are able to attend our discussion.
Marilyn Mason

God’s Work, Our Hands
On Sunday, Sept. 9, Grace Lutheran will participate in the 2018 version of “God’s work.
Our hands” in Evanston. This year GWOH will
be sponsored by the Committee to Implement
the “Evanston 500th and Beyond," a result of the
500th anniversary of The Reformation covenant.
Grace is joining with St. Nicholas Roman Catholic Church, Immanuel
Lutheran, and St. Paul Lutheran to engage in service work to make a
positive change in our community, build and deepen relationships,
and share God’s love. Join us as we do God’s work with our hands!
We will start with a light lunch at Immanuel at noon. From there we
will go off to projects that include tying quilts for people in need, writing cards and letters to legislators, packaging clothing for Evanston
residents in crisis, a family and youth project for cleaning up a local
Park and more. We will wear our favorite bright yellow GWOH T-shirts.
Sign-up sheets and more detailed information will be available the
last two Sundays of August.
For more information, contact Eldon DeWeerth, 315.982.0059.
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A Journey in Faith - An Ecumenical Discipleship
by Carmelo Alvarez

My experience and relationship to the Church
I was born and raised in a Disciples of Christ congregation in Puerto
Rico. My whole life has been nurtured, shaped and formed in a close
relationship to the Disciples of Christ ethos and church life. My parents were leaders in the denomination and early on I learned to appreciate and love serving the Church in all its manifestations.
It was through two specific ministries that my vocation and commitment as a Christian was made evident to me: youth and music
ministries. I was playing piano in church at eleven and leading youth
meetings at fourteen. From there on I continued a process of growth
and maturity which led to a candidacy for pastoral ministry: That was
in 1964. I decided that pastoral ministry was my life. The mentoring
and spiritual guidance of my father, a well-known Disciples leader in
Puerto Rico, was a determining factor. My mother’s caring and dedication to what she believed was one of her calls, preparing me for
pastoral ministry, confirmed God’s call, and my conviction that this
was the right thing to do.
When I started as a student pastor in a small congregation in the
mountains of Puerto Rico, Anones, my dreams and aspirations were
simply to complete my basic theological education to become a local
pastor. But soon I discovered new dimensions of ministry which included the ecumenical dimension in the socio-political and religious
context of Puerto Rico. My own theological, ethical and missiological concepts started to expand my vision and understanding of the
Church and its ministries.
Then I decided that a more solid and deeper knowledge was needed
in discerning that beyond a local congregation was another exciting
and challenging ministry: theological education. This decision, along
with a sense of frustration with my church in Puerto Rico and what
I understood was a lack of commitment and identification with our
struggles and aspirations as Puerto Rican people, led to a conflict and
misunderstanding.
I was not the only one in this situation. A whole generation of Disciples pastors experienced this tension and confrontation. It is wellknown among Disciples and other denominations in Puerto Rico the
famous expulsion of the “catorce negritos” (fourteen blackies), a pejorative and racist phrase, used against pastors that demonstrated
or expressed a more progressive and contextual theology, shaped
by the Vietnam era, the pro-independence movement in Puerto Rico
and the emergence of liberation theology in Latin America.
We learned a lot from these experiences. I am convinced that amid
this conflict God was making a way and providing some responses
to our uncertainties and anxieties. In my case, it was the strength
and wisdom of my wife, Raquel and the friendship of colleagues like
the late Moisés Rosa, Lucas Torres and David Vargas, among others,
that helped me to avoid bitterness and cynicism. We started to see
glimpses of hope from unexpected places and persons.
I met Raquel Rodríguez for the first time at Disciples of Christ Academy in Bayamón, Puerto Rico. When I moved to the Campus of the
Evangelical Seminary of Puerto Rico as a seminarian in 1965, Raquel
and her family lived on that Campus, and we renewed our conversations, started dating, got engaged and were married on December

27, 1969. We became a very visible
ecumenical couple. Her dad, Dr.
José David Rodríguez, was a Lutheran pastor and professor of systematic theology at the Evangelical
Seminary. My dad, Dr. Carmelo Álvarez, Sr., was a Disciples of Christ pastor and professor of Church History.

Raquel Rodríguez & Carmelo Alvarez

William J. Nottingham, the then Executive Secretary for Latin America
and the Caribbean of the Division of Overseas Ministries (DOM) of the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the US and Canada and the
late Robert A. Thomas, President of the DOM, were instruments of God
in discerning which direction to take in our ministry. My one-year position (1974-1975) as Visiting professor of Church History at the Union
Evangelical Seminary in Mexico, opened a new world of possibilities
and relationships in Latin America. It was a turning point, and soon
Raquel and I became part of the Latin American Biblical Seminary
in San José, Costa Rica, the most creative and challenging theological institution in the region. I was elected as Chair of Church History
and Raquel was appointed to be part of the Counselling Department.
Here we were able to put together four dimensions, already known to
us, but now enriched by the Central American reality: the theological,
the missiological, the ecumenical and the pastoral.
The theological dimension was shaken and reshaped by the students
and faculty in the context of war and repression. With all that theoretical knowledge so well designed (and valuable to this day!), we were
confronted by the daily reality of the cross and the hope of resurrection lived by the people. We were re-evangelized in Central America.
Our own theological convictions and doubts about the church and its
ministry were transformed dramatically forever. The Church is a much
more complex, ambiguous institution, struggling between sinfulness
and holiness; faithfulness and unfaithfulness. We reclaimed a deeper
sense of our love and loyalty to the Church, despite its shortcomings.
The missiological dimension came through the discovery that the
Church is relative to God’s reign. That statement could sound judgmental, but what it means to me is that God continues to work in the
world a new reality that is not so evident and visible to us. The Church
continues to be an important instrument to manifest the Good News
of the Gospel, but by the power of the Spirit, God insists on a new
creation, a new humanity, new structures for justice and peace that
many times the institutional church cannot or does not want to see.
The ecumenical dimension was rediscovered in what Jurgen Moltmann calls “ecumenism at the foot of the cross.” In the reality of pain
and suffering of refugees, displaced persons, the relatives of the disappeared, we learned a new way to be ecumenical. In my book People of Hope: The Protestant Movement in Central America (New York:
Friendship Press, 1990) I try to express this conviction. I am convinced
that the cross of life is the best metaphor to talk about ecumenism in
Central America. It combines the reality of suffering with the promise
of God’s solidarity through the resurrection.
The pastoral dimension is connected to the renewal of biblical studies
and the transformation of preaching. When I was able to put together
the context and the text, illumined by the Spirit, the Bible conveyed
new meanings and messages. My preaching became more relevant
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and convincing, and it was affected by the living experiences of the
people. I have been told by friends and colleagues of this transformation in my preaching. I thank God for this because we need to humble
ourselves to be instruments of God.
I have tried here to speak my heart and mind and reaffirm my deepest conviction that the Church continues to be an effective agent
in mission and for God’s mission. We need to continue exercising a
prophetic vocation by calling the institutional Church to be accountable to the values and principles of God’s reign. My favorite text as
a preacher says it all for me: “We are not preaching about ourselves.
Our message is that Jesus Christ is Lord. He also sent us to be your
servants.” (2 Cor. 4:5).

My commitment to God’s mission
My first reaction follows from the previous section. I just want to be
a servant! After forty-four years of missionary work--mostly in Latin
America and the Caribbean--I’m convinced that I belong in ministry
as a missionary.
These are the perspectives I have tried to share in my ministry:
1. An accumulated experience of fifty-two years in ministry, forty-four
of them mostly as a missionary in Latin America and the Caribbean.
This experience includes a spirituality shaped and formed among
the churches and ecumenical organizations in the region. I am
grateful for these churches and organizations and want to respond
by serving them in any way possible.
2. My ecumenical experiences and commitments, as I have been an
active participant in the ecumenical movement and through ecumenical organizations at all levels, from the local and national to
the regional and international, continue to be a priority in working
with the churches and ecumenical organizations in Latin America
and the Caribbean, and in the U.S.
3. My first-hand knowledge and experience of the realities in the
North and the South, as I have lived in both realities and interpret
continually what happens in these contexts, have provided for an
enriching dialog. I think that my direct relationship with Africa and
Asia as General Secretary for 5 years of EATWOT (Ecumenical Association of Third World Theologians, which includes theologians
from 6 continents) is another dimension that reinforces this firsthand experience and knowledge.
4. I have known for years the structures of my own denomination
here in the United States and have had the unique experience of
serving as member of the General Board, representing our denomination in the Faith and Order Commission of the NCC-USA, serving
in liturgy and theology committees, participating in discernment
processes, writing for our two magazines. As a theological educator I have been teaching in three of our seminaries, directing a
program of cross-cultural studies which organized nine study trips
to Latin America and the Caribbean, directing a deanship of students at Christian Theological Seminary, Indianapolis, Indiana. My
ecumenical commitment gives me the opportunity of lecturing in
other institutions and associations of higher learning in the USA,
Canada, Europe, Africa, and Asia. For more than four decades I have
been writing for theological journals in the USA and in Latin America (in English and Spanish) on many issues including ecumenism
and mission, Pentecostalism and ecumenism, globalization and
marginality and others.

5. My experience as president of a seminary and director of an ecumenical center has provided not only the administrative experience, but some skills to deal with conflicts and tensions.
6. There is another dimension that continues to be a blessing in my
journey as missionary and ecumenist: I have visited (many times!)
all Latin American countries and all major Caribbean countries. I
have preached extensively, not only in the capitals, but in the countryside. From Baja California, Mexico to Puntarenas, Chile; from Havana, Cuba to Mar del Plata, Argentina; from Aruba to Bluefields,
Nicaragua. I take this as a blessing in my ministry!
7. I embrace wholeheartedly a passion for justice and peace through
reconciliation. My constant visits to Venezuela and Cuba give me
the feeling of a much-needed process of reconciliation between
these countries and the U.S. The churches are making a difference in
this effort, and we need to continue building the bridge of communication and understanding in the hemisphere. When I have taken
groups to Cuba we try to have an act of reconciliation between U.S
students and Cuban sisters and brothers. It’s always a blessing to
see the effectiveness of that personal contact among Christians.
8. I hope to envision new ways in which the churches can better fulfill
their mission. In Cuba they sing a hymn that says it all: “Que la Iglesia, sea la Iglesia” (Let the Church be the Church!).

My understanding of ecumenical partnership in Latin America, the
Caribbean and the USA
My understanding of ecumenical partnership in mission includes the
following aspects:
1. A key concept is sharing in a partnership that includes spiritual,
material and human resources, inviting partner churches in different parts of the world to a truly global mission.
2. There are two fundamental theological dimensions in any partnership: solidarity and reconciliation. Our solidarity as churches
in the North needs to be always in koinonia, with the churches in
the South. We are in a covenantal relationship that takes seriously
the need to struggle for more equality and respect among the
churches. The reconciling perspective is related to the fact that the
churches in the North and South are confronting the cruel reality of
living in divided, violent societies. We all experience this situation
although we live in different contexts.
3. We emphasize that in mission, giving and receiving is crucial. We
need to continue working toward a real balance between the two
in a shared responsibility to address the root causes of economic
injustice.
4. There is a trend today in relating more closely globalization and
mission. I think that any model of mission needs to take this relationship seriously, but an important distinction is needed. There
is a “globalism” that wants to impose an international economic
system with all these neoliberal policies. The churches need to be
reminded that we affirm the global and the local on what some
scholars have called “glocalism”, a need to balance and recognize
both in our practice of faith and mission.
As we confront the challenges of the 21st century, let us be reminded
of our commitment to justice with peace, love with compassion and
inclusiveness, dialogue with respect and tolerance. Any ecumenical
partnership will require these and more.
Carmelo E. Álvarez, Chicago, IL • August 11, 2018
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My Journey (My reawakening to the Parish Ministry)
Change Happens! (Amen)
Life Changes, mind sets change, beliefs change, plans change. I never
would have planned all the changes that have occurred. Never expected so many. Life is full of surprises. I thank God for all the changes
and challenges. I learned to adapt, grow, risk the new - which is not
easy for me either. But fear of change only stagnates, or you fall into
ruts. I have discovered that you need to be resilient, to openly seek
the help of others and work with others for important goals. There is
not one thing that I can claim I have done in my life all by myself.
From the time of Confirmation (8th grade) I knew I wanted to be a
Pastor. My family, friends and mentors through College affirmed
those gifts. My Call was to be a Parish Pastor. In 1965, my second
year of seminary, Dr. William Hulme, my favorite Professor of Pastoral
Theology, planted the idea that my gifts would be well fitted for the
chaplaincy. I wondered if God and Bill Hulme were pulling a bait and
switch.
Yet I set out on this new career path. I went through clinical training experiences at Iowa State Penitentiary in Ames, Iowa; at Dubuque
Hospital in Dubuque, Iowa. In the summer of 1966 I landed a good
clinical training experience with a leading trainer at Worcester State
Mental Hospital in Worcester, MA. This facility confronted me with
the tragedy and inhumanity of the warehousing of the many psychopathic and mentally disabled who seemed to have no hope. Hope
came when the doors flew open with the advent of communitybased treatments. And yet the root causes, prejudices kept them isolated and public monies were still not enough. I went away seeing
that society needed a new approach.
By this time I had opted for a non-Parish clinical internship at the Federal Youth Center outside of Denver - a medium security prison for
youth 14-20 years old convicted of federal crimes from the western
half of the U.S. More than half of these youth were Native Americans
since all crimes committed on a reservation were federal crimes—
mostly lesser crimes like assaults, property damage, & thefts; usually from drunkenness, delinquency, and for being a school dropout.
Much of these were the result of poverty, reading levels below 3rd
grade, alcohol use and violent environments.
These youth saw prison as a good out for them - food to eat, recreation and sports, and schooling with possibility of learning a trade.
Younger brothers would commit crimes just to come to have what
an older brother had told them about. Black, brown and white youth
were victims of the same “root causes” as well.
In all my training for chaplaincy I dealt with victims of what were “root
causes”. The chaplaincy was not for me. These experiences led me
back to where I started - the parish ministry. Yet I needed to know
more about how cultural norms and values were formed and how we
transform our existing social institutions of family, schools, faith communities, neighborhood, and city. I believed that the community of
faith was the primary center for bringing together body, mind, emotions, and spirit; where love, acceptance, caring for self and others,
grace, forgiveness, justice for all, and peace were a part of the DNA of
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Christ’s body, the church and the whole human family. Ministry studies were also moving toward what was called “URBAN MINISTRY”. This
was an effort to have healthy/vital churches to build the values and
bridges that were needed in new coalitions. It was in this context that
I met Pastor Ed Ruen, Pastor Daniel’s father, at St. Peters in the Bronx,
an American Lutheran Church, urban, diverse parish. My wife and I
went there to worship - always traveling by subway. We had not previously had the opportunity to worship in a local parish setting like that
one in the Bronx. We met a very hospitable community with Lutheran
roots of worship along with patterns of Black interactions. The worship was long and followed by fellowship and a meal together. All
visitors were invited.
I appreciated the many conversations Pastor Ed and I had. We talked
about his urban ministry and community race issues. These meetings
took place shortly before Martin Luther King was killed. These issues
were very common in diverse areas Iike New York City. At one point
Ed asked if I would like to be a chaperon for a winter youth trip into
the mountains to go cross country skiing and walk with snow shoes.
Ed said this was the first time some of these young people were able
to go beyond the subway stops. It was a good opportunity to meet
the teenagers and hear some of their stories. I am thankful for the
contact I made and for learning what it meant to be exposed to that
parish with its caring people, Pastor Ed and the context of that urban
ministry. The following prayer is one I have used often in my life full
of changes:
Lord God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we
cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils
unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing
where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
Eldon DeWeerth
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