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We have been living in a reality of stutter step starts. 
We have slowly re-entered in-person worship, adding 
a few elements back at a time. We adapt how we take 
communion and if we sing or not. We thought we were 
gradually moving to a “before times” worship feel. Then 
the Omicron variant appeared on stage, and back we 
went to virtual worship only. Stutter step start. Now we 
will gradually attempt in-person worship once again in 
the hopes that a new variant doesn’t stutter our start. 

Even I had a stutter step start! We arrived at the begin-
ning of August, and I started my call on August 16th. 
We became familiarized with each other as the pas-
tor and people, but tentatively, as my parental leave 
was looming. Then, Elijah Grace made her early grand 
entrance, and our start felt its first stutter. I returned 
to serve during most of Advent and a dreamed of in-
person Christmas Eve person to reach our second stut-
ter of another round of parental leave. Many conversa-
tions and emails have ended, “but we will wait for that 
until you are back.” Or “we will really get to planning 
once you return.” A stutter step start, indeed. 

Our ministries have felt this stutter step start as well! 
The women’s coffee group was finally gathering in-
person and consuming coffee! Only for the cycle to 
strike again of being secluded to Zoom. Generations 
happily met outside for many Sundays 
as we got to know each other dur-
ing our first sessions. Our stutter step 
start has led us to meeting via Zoom 
once again. Dreams of ministries we 
want to start haven’t come to fruition 
as we watch everyone else stumble 
over their stutter steps as they try their 
hardest to maintain current ministries. 
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Stutter Step Starts

So, where do we go from here? How do we recover 
from our stutter step starts and continue to race? Run-
ners who race on the track can often have a stutter step 
start as they come off the blocks and trip over them-
selves. This often leads to a massive disadvantage, but 
they finish the race, nevertheless. We might feel like 
a runner who started the race with a disadvantage, 
but if I have learned one thing about this community 
thus far, it is that you are determined to keep racing. 
We might get tripped up and become frustrated by 
our stutter step starts, but that won’t keep us down or 
knock us out of the race. 

So, where do we go from here? We keep racing! We 
keep striving to serve our neighbors and follow God’s 
mission. We have all stumbled together and put dreams 
on hold, but now is our time to come out of our stutter 
steps with resilient endurance and perseverance. Our 
stutter steps haven’t knocked us out completely, but 
at times it certainly can feel like it. During those times I 
find solace in the Holden Prayer:

O God, you have called your servants to ventures of 
which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet un-
trodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go 
out with good courage, not knowing where we go, 
but only that your hand is leading us and your love 

supporting us; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

Servants of God, we go out with good 
courage, knowing that God goes before, 
behind, and with us. Amen.

Pastor Laura
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Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, March 2, with a service at 7:00 PM.  
We are hopeful that this can be a hybrid worship service, combining 
in-person and online options.  

At 7:00 PM on subsequent Wednesdays (March 9, 16, 23, 30 and April 
6) we will have short services, hopefully combining in-person and 
online options.  We will follow the Holden Village Evening prayer. Pas-
tor Laura’s homilies will incorporate questions from the ELCA World 
Hunger’s resource called “40 Days of Giving-A Way in the Wilderness” 
and include time for quiet reflection. 

Palm Sunday on April 10th will start Holy Week, with services held on 
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday, April 14 and 15. Our Holy Week 
will conclude with a joyous celebration on Easter Sunday, April 17. 

Rachel Stark Inch, chair of Worship Task Force

Covid’s Effect on Grace
The Worship task force has been tracking Covid case count and trans-
mission risk in our area since the beginning of the pandemic. Having 
written the safety and health protocols for worship and other activi-
ties at Grace, we follow the latest data and health department recom-
mendations to guide us in changing these protocols as it seems ap-
propriate, balancing the need to keep our most vulnerable members 
and staff safe, while still providing opportunities for worship and fel-
lowship that are so important to our community. We made the very 
difficult decision to stop in-person worship beginning Christmas Eve, 
as the case numbers for the omicron variant of Covid-19 had been 
increasing dramatically. [Just at press time, it was announced that 
we’d reached this threshold and returned to in-person worship on  
Feb 20.—Ed. note]

As the case counts in our area have now been dropping, we estab-
lished the metric that if daily case counts in our area (as monitored in 
Skokie and Evanston, which have their own health departments and 
track these data) and in Cook County stay below 50 new cases per 
100,000 people per day for 7 days, we will once again open up the 
church for in-person worship and small group activities. This trans-
mission rate, while still very high, and is especially risky for unvac-
cinated persons, is similar to that seen in the beginning of December, 
when we were still meeting in person. The case counts continue to 
decline, which offers additional support for choosing to open our 
doors again when we reach this threshold. 

As always, if case counts begin to climb again, the task force will re-
evaluate the data and recommendations from local, state and federal 
authorities to revise our protocols as necessary. 

For those interested in following the Covid-19 data, the following 
websites offer useful information.

CDC COVID Data Tracker

Illinois Data

Cook County, Illinois Covid Case Tracker 

COVID-19 | Skokie, IL 

Coronavirus Disease | City of Evanston

Church Council Update
The new roster of church council members convened following their 
election at Grace’s annual meeting last spring, with Peter Spies at the 
helm as church council chair. The other council members are: Susan 
Graef, Jill Graham, Anne Laurence, Holly O’Connor, Claudia Perry, 
David Rodriguez-Nelson, and Aaron Van Nice. Sally Schleker served 
through the end of 2021, resigning because she had taken on too 
many commitments over time and needed to cut back on some of 
those duties.

The council meets monthly via Zoom. For some folks, over the past 
two years, “Zoom” practically has become one of those four letter 
words you try not to say in polite company, but it works well for us; 
parenting duties, grandparenting duties, wine or bourbon, all can be 
accommodated thanks to Zoom, and so far, not one of us has been 
caught not wearing bottoms.

Admittedly, it is frustrating to be a decision-making arm of the church 
when practically all church activities and ministries have been sus-
pended and we cannot worship in community. The prioritized capi-
tal campaign projects also are delayed because of pandemic-related 
supply chain problems.

Nevertheless, we still host Family Promise clients, and we still provide 
shelf-stable food for our hungry neighbors. 

The Grace church council did approve a Land Acknowledgement 
statement, to recognize the enduring relationship between Indig-
enous Peoples and the land stolen from them. Now that Pastor Laura 
is back, council will work on steps to implement the Land Acknowl-
edgement in a meaningful and respectful way going forward.  

The council also approved Grace’s subscription to a community solar 
plan, which already has proven to reduce our cost of electricity.

We continue to be concerned about the financial stability of Grace. 
After two years of pandemic precautions, many people are out of 
the habit of church on Sundays, and it is reflected in the amount and 
frequency we are giving to Grace. For a while our expenses were re-
duced because of an interim pastor, no music director, and limited 
use of the church building. Thankfully, Pastor Laura accepted Grace’s 
call, and we are actively searching for a music director. When it is 
deemed safe to gather in person again, utility charges will increase 
with increased use of the building. We are striving to be very conser-
vative in our spending, although some expenses, like salaries, come 
due no matter what.

Even more than money, though, we are concerned about sustaining 
Grace’s caring community of worshipers. Who will return? When? It is 
crucial to find ways for our congregation to once again engage mean-
ingfully with one another.

It is a privilege to serve Grace’s congregation on the church council. 
Please reach out to any of us with your questions, concerns, or sug-
gestions.  If you need contact information for any of those on the 
council, you may contact Marie O’Brien, our Parish Administrator, 
churchoffice@graceevanston.com, for that information and to receive 
a copy of the Grace directory, 

Anne Laurence, Church Council Secretary 

Worship 
Plans For 
Lent

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#datatracker-home
https://dph.illinois.gov/covid19/data.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/us/cook-illinois-covid-cases.html
https://www.skokie.org/1017/COVID-19
https://www.cityofevanston.org/government/departments/health-human-services/coronavirus-disease
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Fund for Mission Grant Received!
This fall 2021, Pastor Laura, Anne Laurence, and Susan Graef worked 
diligently and quickly to apply for the Fund for Mission grant through 
the Metro Chicago Synod. We are the gracious recipients of $18,700! 
Our application largely focused on the accessibility of our physical 
and digital spaces. Our application included the following ideas:

• Electrical wiring to better sustain our livestream equipment (in 
process)

• Technology Training for those operating the livestream and for 
those who access it

• Consultants for various accessibility arenas

• Subscriptions that allow us to livestream

• Ramp/Concrete work to make our physical space more accessible

• Air Ventilation for our sanctuary 

• Website Upgrade

• ASL Interpreter for worship services

• Update signage for our building for folks to find their way

These are the areas your grant writing team found pertinent in terms 
of creating more accessibility to access our building and worship. Af-
ter one year, we are to follow up with the synod and report how our 

Little Free Pantry: Business is Brisk
The good news is the Little Free Pantry (LFP) is doing land office 
business. The bad news is the LFP is doing land office business.  Defy-
ing expectations that there would only be a need for a short period 
of time, our LFP has continued to serve our neighbors in 
need for almost two years.  Stocked three times a week, 
there never seems to be a time in which stocking is not 
necessary. That’s a lot of groceries! In fact, it’s about 
$400.00 every other week. That’s in addition to the do-
nations made by the people of Grace and our neighbors.

This December the LFP partnered with Ten Thousand Villages to do 
a fund raiser for the pantry. We raised $540 through in-store and 
online purchases. Special thanks to all who helped raise those funds 
and also supported the efforts of Ten Thousand Villages.

Did you notice that the amount raised in the December event is 
only a little more than two weeks’ worth of groceries?  We need to 
supplement the grocery bill with donations of cash or groceries.  We 
welcome your support in whatever ways you are able.  You can write 
a check to Grace and label it Little Free Pantry or donate groceries.  
Here’s the list of the items we need. You can place your donation in 
the pantry itself or in the metal cabinet in the west hall.

• Pasta / pasta sauce

• Instant oatmeal packets

• Canned meat

• Canned fruit

• Canned veggies

• Meals in a can

• Peanut butter/jelly

• Soup or chili.

IF NOT YOU, WHO?

Connie Wood

grant funds were used. That is where you come in! On March 13th, 
following worship you are invited to be a part of this conversation. We 
will discuss which areas of the above list are our priorities and how we 
will carry out this work. Your input to this project is vital and we pray 
that this work might lead us to being a more accessible place for all of 
God’s children. Thank you for lending your voice to this justice work. 

Interfaith Action of 
Evanston’s “Walk for 

Warmth”
“A community of care emerged 
in Evanston on January 17th, as 
almost 600 people turned out to 
walk in sub-freezing tempera-
tures to raise money for those 
experiencing homelessness and 
hunger and to honor the mem-
ory of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

Interfaith Action of Evanston’s third annual Walk for Warmth gen-
erated more than $35,000 to support programs that provide warm 
spaces for those in need, including the Emergency Overnight Shelter, 
the Warming Center, and the Hospitality Center, as well as daily soup 
kitchens.” (from the IAE webpage)

Grace Lutheran Church contributed over $800.00 to the Walk and 
signed up walkers to participate. Kathie Cunningham, Ginny Ayers, 
and the entire Brady Family of five walked the two miles along the 
route of the 6 faith communities that host the Emergency Overnight 
Shelter.

If you couldn’t make the walk, there are opportunities to volunteer for 
the Emergency Overnight Shelter which operates from Nov. to April.  
The Hospitality Center also needs volunteers.  See contact informa-
tion below.

http://interfaithactionofevanston.org

Phone: 847-869-0370

Ginny Ayers

Grace Garden News
Covid restrictions have to end sometime, right?  Want to get back and 
take an active part at Grace? Consider joining the Grace gardeners! 

We plan and work on much of the Grace outdoors except mowing 
the lawn. We have raised beds (vegetables for Curt’s Cafe and food 
pantries), compost bins, and rainwater barrels. Do native plants/flow-
ers/pollinators interest you? We have those. Do you have a desire to 
chop trees, trim shrubs, dig holes for planting,  or clean gutters? We 
can help with that too.

Spring will be here soon and there is always 
much to do. Let Holly O’Connor know if any of 
these projects (or others) interest you. Check the 
weekly bulletin for more information as spring 
gets closer.

Holly O’Connor
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The Nancy Fund

Nancy, a lifelong Lutheran and a longtime member of Grace Lutheran Church in 
Evanston was known as Ms. Hospitality. Nancy died in 2021 and this fund was es-
tablished to help support the social mission of the church as a comfortable, clean, 
welcoming, entertaining, delicious, and fun place to meet, greet, and engage with 
members, friends and neighbors.

The Fund Will Support: The kitchen, Fellowship hall, dinners, luncheons, picnics, 
food, pancake breakfasts, Easter egg hunts, coffee hour, pot lucks, and the like.

A Fund Raiser: During the first year of COVID Nancy’s brother-in-law amused him-
self playing around and around on his lathe. Here are some results. You can have 
whatever strikes your fancy and donate whatever amount you want. 

Your tax deductible donations can be bank transfers, cash or check made out to: 
Grace Lutheran Nancy Fund. Mail to: Grace Lutheran, 1430 South Boulevard, Evan-
ston, Il 60202 or email our church administrator at churchoffice@graceevanston.org 
for more information.

Grace Book Group

Grace has a group that has been meeting for several 
years to discuss various books.  All interested persons 
are welcome to join us at our next meeting, which will 
be on March 6 at 3:00 p.m.  As long as we are still able 
to meet in person by then, we will meet in Fellowship 
Hall at Grace.   

Our next book will be Klara and the Sun by Kazuo 
Ishiguro.  According to Wikipedia, this book is Ishig-
uro’s 8th novel, a dystopian science fiction story.  Set 
in the U.S. in an unspecified future, the book is told 
from the point of view of Klara, a solar-
powered AF (Artificial Friend), who is 
chosen by Josie, a sickly child, to be her 
companion. The novel was longlisted for 
the 2021 Booker Prize. Christine said it 
is fairly short. Jill Graham, who has also 
read the book, will lead the discussion.

If you aren’t on our current list of participants and 
would like to join us, please contact Marilyn.

Marilyn Mason        grinmarilyn@comcast.net

http://GraceEvanston.org
https://www.facebook.com/graceevanston
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCwg83v13nkaH5EQ2yTsP86Q

