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Where has the time gone?  It seems like yesterday we 
were celebrating Christmas and now we are moving 
into February and will soon be approaching the sea-
son of Lent to begin our journey to the cross. Our Lent-
en journey begins February 17th with Ash Wednes-
day. Because we are not able to gather in-person, Ash 
Wednesday will be a little different this year with re-
spect to the imposition of ashes. The ashen cross will 
be placed upon the foreheads of the worship leaders, 
and I invite all of you joining us online to at least make 
the sign of the cross on one another. 

This year’s Wednesday evening services will feature 
Marty Haugen’s evening prayer. For the six Sundays 
during Lent we will be doing a sermon series entitled: 
“Shadows of the Cross.”  The shadow of the cross looms 
over every interaction; to give spiritual insight, and 
each Sunday service will be focused on a particular 
event in Christ’s journey to the cross. Okay, enough 
of the commercial announcement. Let’s talk about as-
pects of Lent from the New and Old Testaments.

“And hope does not disappoint us, 
because God’s love has been poured into 
our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has 
been given to us.” 
       Romans 5:5

The first part of Paul’s letter to the Romans deals with 
the righteousness of God and that through faith we 
too are justified by God’s grace as a gift through the re-
demption that is in Christ Jesus.  Paul also talks about 
sufferings and the power of hope.   It is that little word 
– hope - that can sustain us in difficult times.

Hope in making a comeback is what helps the boxer 
pick himself up off the canvas after being knocked 
down.  Hope is what gives the cancer patient strength 
to endure another radiation or chemo treatment.  
Hope that tomorrow may finally bring a new job is 
what keeps a person searching. We cannot turn on 
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the radio or television without hearing how bad the 
pandemic is doing.  We need to turn to God more than 
ever.

Someone passed this saying along to me, so now I’ll 
pass it along as well.  “I am too blessed to be stressed!”  
“The shortest distance between a problem and a solu-
tion is the distance between your knees and the floor. 
The one who kneels to the Lord can stand up to any-
thing.”  

We can live without a lot of things in this life, but not 
hope.  Our hope comes from placing our trust and 
faith in Jesus because we know, “God proves his love 
for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for 
us” (Rom 5:8).  Paul was certainly right; hope does not 
disappoint us.

And from the Old Testament:

1 Kings 19:11-13 He said, ‘Go out and stand on the 
mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is about to 
pass by.’ Now there was a great wind, so strong that 
it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in 
pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the 
wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but the 
Lord was not in the earthquake; and after the earth-
quake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire; and 
after the fire a sound of sheer silence. When Elijah 
heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went 
out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there 
came a voice to him that said, ‘What are you doing 
here, Elijah?’

In our homes we can have an awful lot of background 
noises – TV, dishwasher, stereo blasting, etc., and then 
on top of it all, someone tries to speak to you above 
the noise. Maybe it’s because I’m getting older, but I 
find myself saying, “what” too often – especially when 
trying to talk on the cell phone when driving.

http://www.graceevanston.org
mailto:churchoffice@graceevanston.org
https://www.facebook.com/graceevanston
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCwg83v13nkaH5EQ2yTsP86Q
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Time, continued

Suddenly it becomes imperative to tune everything out in order to 
hear the person speaking. In the same way, when we’re listening for 
God’s direction, we need to tune everything else out…in order to 
tune in!

In the above passage, God had something to say to Elijah. He first al-
lowed some powerful and noisy manifestations; those things might 
have easily been mistaken for His voice. Then, a strong wind –- so 
strong in fact, that it tore the mountain apart right before Elijah’s very 
eyes. After that, an earthquake followed, and if that wasn’t enough, a 
fire! I would say by the time these massive events had passed, Elijah 
might have been a little distracted — don’t you think?

But the Lord wasn’t in any of them. Then, God spoke to Elijah…. in a 
still, small, voice.

I believe that God still speaks in that still small voice today. But are 
any of us able to hear God with all the craziness around us? It is so 
necessary to tune out the noise so we can hear God! When God has 
our full attention, not only can we come to know God better, but we 
can receive the direction we’ve been longing for! May God speak to 
each one of us individually and as a church in 2021.

Blessings, 
Pastor Scott

Mississippi in 1964 and Me
Last Fall, the Goodman Theater produced a play, Fanny Lou Hamer: 
Speak On It! starring E. Faye Butler that traveled to nine public parks 
in Chicago with free admission.  On October 6, 2020, Gail and I saw 
the play at Willye B. White Park.  As we sat down, we saw our parish 
administrator Marie O'Brien and her partner a few rows ahead.  The 
League of Women Voters and Zeta Phi Beta Sorority worked enthu-
siastically at voter registration and  distributed  information about 
mail-in ballots.  The topic of the play, for me, pulled on our national 
history and my personal experience.

I was a history teacher in 1963 at Oak Lawn Community High School 
when President Kennedy was killed in Dallas.  My fellow teacher, Ken-
neth Neal Parker, who was born in Texas, cried at the news.  Later that 
year, he received a letter from a priest in Texas that said that the sur-
plus food commodities were being stolen in the Delta of Mississippi.  
The supplies, intended for poor Black people, were taken by White 
Mississippians.  We read the letter to our classes.

• The students asked, “What can we do?”  We began a contest be-
tween two History classrooms, Ken’s and mine, about who could 
get the most canned goods.  The piles got high.

• The janitor said, “I can't clean the floor.  You have to move these 
piles of cans.”

• The priest had said, “Take the food. Don't send it. The White people 
will steal it.”

At Spring Break, I borrowed my pastor's station wagon with Illinois 
plates.  Ken and I, along with Donald Crawford from the English 
Department, loaded up the car and left on a Saturday for Memphis 
where we slept overnight.  We entered Mississippi the next day.  I re-
member two things when we entered Mississippi:  A billboard that 
said, “Save Our Republic. Impeach Earl Warren.”  The John Birch Soci-
ety and a state police car with a confederate flag on the front plate.   I 
was scared.   

In looking for Mr. Amize Moore in Cleveland, Mississippi, we stopped 
at a Black church for help.  We explained where we were from and 
where we wanted to go.  We found Mr. Moore and placed the cans of 
food in his shed.  He asked if we wanted to meet Fannie Lou Hamer.  
We said “Yes.”

Moore told us, “I'll call over, but the phones are tapped. You might 
get shot.”

Late that afternoon, we approached Hamer’s house in Ruleville, an-
nounced that we were from Chicago and had brought food, but she 
was not there.  We then headed back to Memphis.  As we drove on a 
red dirt road late in the day in the Spring of 1964, a car came up be-
hind us.  My first thought was that we were going to die in Mississippi.  
We stopped at a crossroad with no cars approaching at the stop sign.  
The car behind passed us by.  I exhaled.  We then went home. 

The Summer of 1964 was called “Freedom Summer” when seven hun-
dred college students, 100 of them White students from the North, 
worked in Mississippi under the direction of the Student Nonviolent 
Coordinating Committee (SNCC) registering voters and teaching 
Black History.  All of the students had to have bail money available.

Professor James Silver, U of Mississippi, in 1964 wrote the book, Mis-
sissippi: Closed Society, which is a source of further information. I’m 
writing this from memory; you may find more information by looking 
under “Freedom Summer SNCC.

Contributed by Bob Lamont

Freedom Summer activists sing before leaving training sessions at Western College 
for Women in Oxford, Ohio, for Mississippi in June 1964.

Ted Polumbaum Collection/Newseum 
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On January 18, 2021, Martin Luther King Jr. Day, 13 cars driven by 
Grace members joined the 130 car caravan in the Walk for Warmth 
on Wheels  “Parade” to raise funds to keep the Evanston Emergency 
Overnight Shelters open. Many other Grace members made generous 
donations to the Walk on behalf of the Grace team.

Our Grace Team was led by Peg Haar with background support pro-
vided by Grace’s two delegates to Interfaith Action of Evanston, Con-
nie Wood and Ginny Ayers. The unique Grace poster attached to each 
car was created by Jonathan Encarnacion.

Here’s how the cold weather shelters in Evanston work: six congre-
gations offer their buildings for three-weeks at a time to house 40 
individuals every night from November through March. The cost to 
provide this shelter is over $70,000 for these five months.

Average nightly cost is as follows:

• $400 - pays experienced overnight staff who can guide homeless 
guests on a path to permanent housing

• $112 - provides clean sheets and blankets

• $30 - beverages, supplies and other operating costs

“It was a joyous explosion of enthusiasm and support (pandemic 
style) for Interfaith Action of Evanston's Walk for Warmth on 
Wheels yesterday. We are SO grateful to everyone who supported, 
participated, and designed this day.”

2021 Walk for Warmth on Wheels Interfaith Action of Evanston
In this year of Covid-19 pandemic, additional cleaning costs are also 
incurred by the six congregations. These congregations are:

• First United Methodist Church

•  First Congregational Church

•  St. Luke’s Church

•  St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

•  Beth Emet Free Synagogue

•  Unitarian Church of Evanston

As of this writing on 1/23/21, Interfaith Action of Evanston has raised 
$30,013 toward its goal of $30,000. Grace Lutheran Church has ex-
ceeded its goal of $500 by contributing over $1,900. There is still time 
to donate by going to the Interfaith Action of Evanston site online.

Those who drove in the parade had a great time - led by the police 
who blocked intersections for the cars to drive through red lights and 
stop signs - honking horns and waving to people on the streets who 
cheered on the parade.

Grace Lutheran Church truly lives up to its mission to be affirming, 
courageous and caring!
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Generations Youth Led Food Drive to Stock Little Free Pantry

On the Sunday before Thanksgiving, youth and their families col-
lected non-perishable food items to keep the Little Free Pantry well-
stocked for local people experiencing food insecurity. Thanks to the 
generosity of our church congregation and neighbors, 
we collected over 550 food items and $225 in cash dona-
tions for the pantry.

The youth led the way. Jonathan Encarnación  made the 
flyer. Sam and Henry Brownell distributed flyers to the 
neighbors surrounding Grace. Lilia Johnson, Gus and 
Soren Koh, and all the Generations families pitched in to sort food, 
check expiration dates, and fill the storage shelves for the winter 
months ahead.

The Little Free Pantry was originally built as a Generations project 
and has operated for over two years on the principle, “Give what you 
can; take what you need.” During the pandemic, our congregation 
has made a collective commitment to keeping the pantry reliably 
stocked. This means that a volunteer task force replenishes the pantry 
three times a week, and the need continues to grow.

While we are well-stocked with canned goods, right now it’s too cold 
to stock the Little Free Pantry with food in metal and glass containers. 
So, we are still in need of dried goods to continue to serve our 
community through the freezing weather. 

Here’s a list of foods we need right now (and, of course, we  
welcome a monetary donation and will do the shopping for you):

Pasta and pasta sauce in plastic jars • Macaroni and cheese boxes • 
Tuna or chicken in pouches • Rice • Dried soup mixes • Dried beans 
• Nuts • Peanut Butter • Instant oatmeal • Cereal • Crackers • Granola 
bars • Apple sauce in plastic jars • Instant pudding and JELL-O boxes.

Rachel Stark Inch: My niece donated $100 to the Little Food Pantry in my honor, and 
here is how I spent the $100. 
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My decision to retire as the Grace music director has evoked many 
memories as well as sadness.  The outpouring of expressions of ap-
preciation and gratitude from so many of you have been gratefully 
received.   But I do chuckle a bit to recall that I may not always have 
been so welcomed in the past—particularly in my early years at 
Grace.  When I arrived in September 2012--from a United Methodist 
tradition—I brought some new musical practices, such as having a 
cantor to lead congregational singing, drawing songs from a more di-
verse sacred repertoire and frequent unaccompanied singing.  These 
practices were not welcomed by everyone at Grace-- even brought 
some criticism. Grace’s worship liturgy at that time was a rather tra-
ditional ELCA format.  Pastor Daniel was interested in expanding 
worship practices and I brought experience and resources in other 
worship styles.   So together we began introducing some different 
elements to the Grace worship, again these were not universally wel-
comed.   At the same time, Pastor Daniel and I had work and commu-
nication styles that clashed at times and we had to figure out how to 
work through those.  As I look back on those early years, I think the 
key was that we all stayed in communication and listened to each 
other.  Persons who were unhappy with some changes were able to 
express that and then listened to explanations of why we were doing 
this, as well as hear the views of others who affirmed new and differ-
ent experiences.   For the most part, everyone was heard all around 
and divergent perspectives were accepted. Together we embarked 
upon a journey to plan and offer diverse worship and musical experi-
ences that could speak to the spiritual needs of all persons at Grace 
and even beyond.

It’s easy to forget that there was no choir at Grace when I started; I 
was expected to rebuild a choir.   Fortunately, the Grace congrega-
tion included many persons with artistic and musical skills—and we 
attracted more such persons over the years.   So that initial ensem-
ble of 6-8 singers slowly and steadily grew to an outstanding 20-25 
voice choir.   Singers in the choir were willing to come together and 
stretch themselves: some by singing solos for the first time, also by 
often singing a cappella; and by embracing music from quite differ-
ent traditions—around the world and across the centuries. The Grace 
congregation grew to eagerly anticipate hearing the choir because 
they never knew exactly what kind of prayer or praise they would 
hear each Sunday.   There are many, many high points of the Grace 
choir over the years.  Some of those include:

• The HOME musical about LGBTQ struggles in the church;

• The uplifting Gospel Mass by Robert Ray;

• Our jazz worship service with band backup;

• Many dramatic and/or jubilant Palm Sunday and Easter celebra-
tions;

• Season-ending Choir Sundays when we sang favorites from the 
past year.

The culmination was the dazzling joint concert with the Second 
Baptist choir last February when we performed God’s Trombones.  

At the time we thought that was 
the beginning of an ongoing col-
laboration as well as other musical 
adventures at Grace.  However, all 
of that abruptly ended with the 
Covid pandemic.   

It is fitting that I retire from Grace 
because my years here have been 
the fulfillment of decades of music 
ministry for me.  So much of what 
I learned about music and worship 
over the years came together to 
blossom gloriously at Grace. Work-
ing with Pastor Daniel who was 
creative liturgically and musically 
as well as with so many gifted members and friends led to Sunday 
mornings with spirited and deeply moving worship.  Sunday morn-
ings at Grace were usually the emotional high point of my week.  
Not many congregations rock the house when they sing the Great 
Thanksgiving leading into Communion. Our Lenten meditations on 
the pain and suffering of the cross evoked deep feeling and compas-
sion.  We engaged the challenges of the world—like racism, climate 
change, hate crimes—in our worship life and recommitted to living 
out God’s justice. We empowered each other to take risks and speak 
or sing honestly about our struggles to be faithful people of God.   We 
truly opened ourselves up to the movement of the Spirit of God on 
Sunday mornings at Grace.   What a blessing that has been.

As 2020 drew to a close it became clear to me that the time had come 
for me to leave Grace and transition into retirement. My passions in 
church music are empowering congregational singing and leading 
choir.  We’ve not been able to do either of those for months now.  The 
spirit and energy that I draw from worshipping in community with 
all of you has been diminishing.  While I wish—and imagine you do 
also—that we could replay some of our past lofty worship moments 
and glorious musical celebrations as I leave, sadly that cannot happen 
now.  But my heart and mind are certainly overflowing with memories 
of so many heartfelt and provocative moments of prayer and praise 
in our singing and worship over the years.  I am so thankful to God 
for this amazing opportunity to be at Grace and to all of you for your 
patience, for your willingness to stretch your comfort zone and for 
your exuberant participation in our collective journey toward God’s 
Beloved Community.       

Mark Bowman  
January 18, 2021

Grace Music Director Mark Bowman to Retire
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Tributes For Grace Music Director Mark Bowman

Marilyn Mason, Harbinger Editor: Members of Grace Lutheran Church 
of Evanston, and especially members of the Grace choir, have answered 
the call to offer tribute to Mark Bowman, Music Director at Grace for the 
past 8 years, who is retiring – his last Sunday at Grace will be February 
14, Valentine’s Day.

Marilyn Mason: Before Mark arrived, I thought cantors were just used 
at Catholic churches, whose parishes weren’t used to doing congre-
gational singing, and at Jewish synagogues.  However, I was pleased 
to see that the cantors added greatly to the worship services at Grace, 
and have been especially helpful during this current pandemic when 
we have been generally limited to virtual worship.  I also appreciated 
the way he challenged us in choir, generally having rehearsals in the 
morning before the service and expecting us to arrive on time.  We 
did several moving pieces to celebrate special occasions, such as Eas-
ter Sunday services, and I was especially moved by the suite of spiri-
tuals called “Were You There”.  As Mark told me in an email, “that was 
glorious.”  Indeed.

Rachel Stark Inch: I have sung in church choirs since I was in grade 
school and find it to be one of the most invigorating experiences of 
my life.  Mark Bowman enriched my life as our choir director at Grace.  
He challenged us to sing difficult pieces; he encouraged those of us 
who lacked confidence to try a solo part; he built a sense of com-
munity and camaraderie among us by welcoming newcomers and 
planning events (parties and picnics) where we could share with each 
other.   As music director, he introduced us to global songs which be-
came favorites, and tapped into the talents of so many musicians in 
our congregation. One of my favorites was “This is the Day” which we 
sang on Easter several years in a row.  Other highlights were singing 
“And the Glory of the Lord” from Handel’s Messiah, complete with a 
string ensemble accompanying us.  Also, the Jazz Cantate, a beauti-
ful version of “We Shall Overcome” featuring Reggie Bruce as soloist, 
“When the Song of the Angels is Stilled,” traditional Gospel anthems 
like “The Storm is Passing Over” and “Total Praise,” and, of course, 
“God’s Trombones” sung with the Second Baptist Choir.  

Mark has a very strong commitment to social justice, and his selec-
tions of music reflected this.  But he also had excellent musicianship 
for pieces like Mendelssohn’s “How Lovely Are the Messengers,” Mo-
zart’s “Alelujah,” and Thompson’s “Alleluia.”

During the Pandemic this year, Mark organized many events to help 
people connect, via outdoor lunches and Zoom calls.  He showed 
how much he cared about each of us by keeping in touch.  I will really 
miss Mark, and wish him the best in his retirement.  Not being able to 
give him an in-person musical tribute is truly one of the most disap-
pointing parts of this darn Pandemic.  

Connie Wood: Under the guidance of Mark the music of Grace 
morphed from one that mostly featured the traditional music of the 
“frozen chosen” to a more diverse and dynamic offering that reflected 
the dynamic membership of Grace. Never in my life time would I have 
imagined congregational singing in the “call and response” mode or 
even more shocking clapping in church! Who will forget Mark teach-
ing the congregation how to sign a song?  But it worked! Singing on 

Sunday morning was filled with a sense of praise and thanksgiving. 
We didn’t lose the “golden oldies,” we gained a whole new set of songs 
to reflect our faith.

Mark also recruited talented musicians in the congregation. Instru-
mentalists, percussionists, and choristers made the worship service 
feel alive. Mark tapped younger members of the congregation to 
demonstrate their ability to add beautiful music to the worship expe-
rience. He added sounds like the tambourine, rain stick,  shakers, and 
chimes.  It was a whole different experience that enriched the music 
of the day.

Thank you Mark for helping us see/hear ways to praise God.

Caitlin Sellnow: Mark has created such an inclusive environment 
through music at Grace. I appreciate the care he has taken to select 
works from across time and around the world - and to lift up the voic-
es of so many members of the Grace community. I have been amazed 
at what the Grace choir has been able to accomplish together with 
Mark as our leader over the past several years. It has been an honor 
to sing these songs and to be a part of this group. Thank you for ev-
erything, Mark!

Christine Collins: Mark has such great talent as a choir director for 
a volunteer group. Patient, unfailingly encouraging. A Sunday with 
no tenors? Only one soprano?  No problem, he and we adapted. We 
learned from him, especially music and rhythms from African tradi-
tions, and to sing a cappella without breaking into complete panic. 
His time with us enhanced our worship and we will miss him. 

Russ Kohnken: I recall that when we were searching for a musician, 
we wanted one who would enhance our interest and abilities in di-
verse musical styles.  Mark did that, and more than we imagined.  I 
was somewhat taken aback, although not displeased, at the way that 
Mark led us to explore music from many traditions.  But he also in-
stilled all of our music with joy – we made joyful noises unto the Lord, 
most of it musical even.  He invited many Grace members to share 
and grow their musical talents, and not solely with our voices.  Think 
of all of us that played flute, violin, guitar, percussion, trumpet, re-
corder, keyboard in worship at Mark’s gentle guidance.  Mark, thank 
you!  I promise to keep smiling during my singing (hard to do with 
trumpet playing though).

Ann Stevens: The music that Mark has organized and given to the 
Grace family has been outstanding, in addition to music he has con-
tributed in so many other ways.  Whenever I had a question or needed 
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help with something not related to music he helped me willingly with 
a smile.  When he saw a task that needed to be done around Grace to 
make something successful he immediately did it.  His friendly outgo-
ing personality has been a joy.  In addition to his music, Mark’s pres-
ence will be greatly missed.

Vicki & Joe Mayne: Mark’s joyful attitude and his enthusiasm have 
been inspiring.  Under his leadership, the music program has grown 
in size and has expanded its repertoire. He has used the many talents 
of the Grace singers wisely.  Our family has enjoyed working with him 
on many occasions.   Best wishes to you, Mark, in your future musical 
endeavors! 

Ginny Ayers: Mark, I thank you for the wide variety of music and op-
portunities to perform it that  you presented to us — to the choir, to 
the congregation, and to our young people.  For me, the highlight 
was practicing and singing the beautiful  African American spiritu-
als of Were you There? by Carla J. Giomo on Palm Sunday of 2018.  I 
loved practicing at home with only my dog to critique my singing in 
preparation for our rehearsals and finally our singing on Palm Sunday.  
Thank you for this beautiful experience.  I wish you joy and content-
ment in whatever awaits your musical talent next.

Jean Campbell: Joining the choir in 2018 was a big step for me be-
cause I never had confidence in my singing abilities.  With Mark’s in-
spiration and love of music, I have learned to overcome my fear and 
really enjoy singing with the choir. Thank you Mark

Kathie Cunningham:  Singing in the Grace choir has been such a joy 
for me and much of that is due to the leadership of Mark Bowman. 

I appreciate his support and encouragement for me to sing in small 
groups or alone in spite of my shyness.

Singing with the combined choirs for a MLK celebration was thrilling 
and joining Second Baptist to sing God’s Trombones was remarkable. 

Mark has been a blessing during the  pandemic hosting zoom meets, 
outdoor picnics and other activities to keep us together and feel less 
isolated. I will miss you!

Erik Christensen: Dear Mark — we are so grateful for your years of 
service to Grace, but even more for the spirit of generosity and joy 
you brought to our worship. Your gentle invitations for each of us to 
share the gifts of music and artistry God first shared with us built, 
over time, a community of artists and musicians. That community has 
been critical to enduring these hard times, and our resilience as a con-
gregation owes much to your steady patience and genuine concern. 
Thank you for all that you have given us, and may God bless your next 
steps. Much love, Erik & Kerry”

Eldon DeWeerth: Dear Mark, I am a come lately to Grace and your 
tenure as the director of music and choir. When I first visited, I ob-
served something that touched me about yours and Pastor Dan’s 
worship and music styles that were both based on traditional foun-
dations but with a strong commitment to diversity and the transfor-
mative movement in the  direction of Christ’s community of Faith. 
Whether your tenure was too short or long is not the right question. 
The gifts and talents you shared have made my worship moving and 
rich. I thank you.

Jan Blackburn: Mark, Grace has been blessed by your leadership and 
musical gifts. I am particularly grateful for the assistance you provid-
ed me as I prepared for the occasional solo, duet, etc. I send to you 
all the best of wishes for a wonderful retirement. You will be dearly 
missed. God bless you.

Jan Ellen Graves: Remember what it was like when we used to all meet in the 
sanctuary?  Hopefully that day will return soon!
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