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I have yet to see the new movie, Lightyear, but I have 
been thinking about Buzz Lightyear’s famous phrase a 
lot recently, “To infinity and beyond”! He says it with 
such vigor as if infinity and beyond is some compre-
hensible and exciting endeavor. We first hear this 
phrase when Buzz is introduced to us in the movie, 
Toy Story, as one of Andy’s toy action figures. Buzz is 
a space ranger who shouts this phrase, “To infinity and 
beyond!” as he ventures off on his next mission. Buzz 
is arrogant at times and a male chauvinist at his worst. 
But, with each new idea and adventure he proudly 
says, “to infinity and beyond!” We can barely make 
sense of infinity let alone what is beyond, and we cer-
tainly aren’t shouting it with enthusiasm as if we are 
Buzz Lightyear.

For the church, I hope we can garner as much vigor as 
Buzz and make our catchphrase, “To the future and be-
yond”! It has been difficult to imagine the future and 
beyond since March 2020. We have been isolated from 
our loved ones and socially distanced to the point it is 
now the norm. Our church has changed too. 

Many of us had hoped we would be beyond COVID-19 
at this point, and yet we are still feeling the effects of 
a global pandemic that we can’t quite seem to kick. 
These effects might be most notable in the church as 
we wonder, “where are all the people?” “will we ever re-
turn to church feeling ‘normal’?” “is our church dying?” 
and any other lingering questions about church sus-
tainability and numbers. 

In these times of questioning, it is hard to look to the 
future and beyond! We are stuck in grief, grief of what 
this pandemic has done to our beloved church. Grief 
about the people we are missing and what the church 
used to feel like. Grief that we will never return to the 
way we once knew.
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Grace received a double whammy during the pandem-
ic, maybe even a triple whammy! Not only were you 
navigating the pandemic, but you navigated a pastoral 
change and musician retirement. That, in and of itself, 
can create a change in the worshipping community let 
alone happening in the midst of a pandemic. 

The Barna Group, a research firm that studies faith in 
the U.S., estimates that in-person church attendance is 
down 30%-50% than before the pandemic. We are not 
alone. Churches worldwide are considering what to do 
with decreasing worship attendees and the landscape 
of the post-pandemic world. 

Much of this wondering has led to many congrega-
tions and pastors looking to the past. We used to look 
like this… We used to have these activities… We used 
to… and this adds a layer to this grief. We are notic-
ing what is missing. What we are lacking. What we will 
never get back.

But what if we started to look to the future and be-
yond? What if we started to acknowledge all of the 
things we do have! We have talented musicians who 
have led us through this interim musician phase. We 
have a dedicated group of folks who keep our pantry 
stocked and ensure that we are supporting our neigh-
bors who are hungry. We have a lively worship service 
that is responsive to the world and a dedicated live 
streaming crew who makes sure the message extends 
beyond our walls. We have a dedicated education min-
ister who ensures the families know they are always 
welcome in this space. Our ministry in this place has 
never stopped, it just looks different. 

Looking to the future and beyond will not eradicate 
the grief we feel about our church looking different or 
the world feeling grim. Those feelings remain and we 

SUNDAY SERVICE RETURNS TO 11:00am ON SEPTEMBER 4
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The Future, continued Prayground
Have you ever heard of a prayground? It’s not a typo! Praygrounds are 
taking off in churches around the nation. Praygrounds offer kids the 
opportunity to participate in worship while also having the space to 
be a kid. They are filled with soft toys and quiet activities for kids.

How many of you had to wrestle your children in the pew to sit still 
and be quiet? How many of us were those children?! There is great joy 
in having children in worship and even greater joy when they are al-
lowed to be kids! The wiggles and giggles remind us of the beautiful 
creation of God.

Here’s a great article by Pr. Melissa Flower-Bixler about a Prayground.

Research has shown that children who can participate in worship and 
see what is happening in the chancel area are more likely to consume 
and engage with the worship experience. 

Our vision for Grace’s prayground: 

• Remove one pew in the front row of 
the west transept. 

• Place a few rugs, soft toys, books, a 
rocker and other activities for kids in 
this space.

• Parents will sit nearby on the  
remaining pews.

Say goodbye to the days of listening to the worship service through 
a crackling speaker in the nursery and hello to worshipping joyfully 
with your children!

If you are interested in creating this prayground or have additional 
ideas please be in contact with Pastor Laura.

Pastor Laura

should still make sure they are given space. But we also can’t allow 
those feelings to consume us. We are at an exciting crossroads where 
we get to decide how we will respond to the changing landscape 
around us. Will we lament the past and long for the church to become 
what it once was, or will we step boldly into the future knowing we 
have a God that goes before us? 

I am with you in longing for the ways of the before times, and I am 
ready to step into the bright future. God isn’t done with us yet, Grace 
Lutheran. May we boldly proclaim, to the future and beyond! 

Pastor Laura

Roof and Window Repair at Grace

For the past few years, we have had some issues with the roof of the 
office and educational wing of Grace. We experienced water seepage 
into the library and other rooms below, causing damage over time. 
Thanks to the generosity of our Grace community and our capital 
appeal we were able to raise the necessary funds and, as some of you 
may have noticed, had the entire flat roof replaced. The final walk-
through took place on June 22, 2022, and we are pleased that we can 
now focus our attention on other pressing issues for our congrega-
tion. 
We also had the main window over Grace’s front door calked and re-
painted thanks to a generous private donor. 

Peter Spies, Council Chair

IT WON’T STOP NOW
Like the Energizer Bunny, the Little Free Pantry 
keeps going and going.  When the pantry was first 
considered, it was thought it might last a year be-
fore being unnecessary. That was in 2019. It’s still 
going strong!

Volunteers stock the pantry three times a week. The volunteers report 
that there is never a need to skip the stocking. One hundred items a 
week are picked up by persons in need. Inflation has upped the cost 
of groceries and summertime with children out of school adds an  
additional load on family budgets. The need is still there. 

One of the hallmarks of Grace is Caring. Please consider helping 
to achieve this goal. Donations to the Little Free Pantry can take 
two forms: cash (donate online/dropdown menu: LFP; or write 
a check to Grace/memo LFP) or bring some items to church. Ei-
ther place the items in the pantry or in the bins in the west hall-
way.  We always need instant oatmeal, pasta, pasta sauce, canned 
meat, canned fruit, meals in a can or canned veggies (No green 
beans please, we have an oversupply.)  In addition, we can use cans 
of pet food since many families in need have pets that they have  
difficulty feeding.

Connie Wood

https://faithandleadership.com/melissa-florer-bixler-playing-and-praying-children-worship?utm_source=FL_newsletter&utm_medium=content&utm_campaign=FL_feature
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On May 22, we celebrated the baptism of Lydia Irene Emens, 
child of Nikki and Ryan Emens.

On July 28, we celebrated the baptism 
of Luca, child of Kristina Rodriguez- 
Jeluso and David Rodriguez-Nelson.

On May 8, we celebrated the baptism 
of Elijah Grace, child of Pr. Laura and 
Kate Harris-Ferree.

Photos: Taína Rodríguez Encarnaciónguez
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Annual Rummage Sale 2022 - It’s Back!! 
We raised a total of $1034.00 !  All proceeds went to youth programming. 

We hosted our annual rummage sale this year on Saturday, July 16 
(after taking a two-year break). We saw some really neat items come 
in such as Instant Pots, new stemware, snow blowers, antiques and 
more! It was a lot of work organizing donations and separating them 
into categories, but with all the volunteers that stepped up to help, 
everything was ready to go Saturday morning!

THANK YOU to everyone who donated items, set up tables, organized 
donations, volunteered for the drop off days, was at the sale and those 
who helped take down tables at the end and pack up remaining items.

We were contacted by Saint Nicholas Parish in Evanston which gra-
ciously gifted us with some clothing donations from their overflow 
with their rummage sale. A HUGE thank you to Liz Laughlin who 
spent hours organizing and making the sale possible.

Green Team: Sitting on Plastic Caps?  
Sounds Uncomfortable!

Want to learn how pulling items from your trash stream can have a 
local and global impact? The Grace Green Team is joining initiatives 
that turn plastic caps into benches and cork into shoes! Grace has a 
new recycling/reuse station for some hard-to-recycle items and it’s off 
to a great start.

You may know that only about 9% of plastic waste gets recycled. The 
other 91% ends up in landfills, oceans, and other water bodies like 
Lake Michigan. Small plastic items like bottle caps and bread tabs fall 
through the machinery at sorting facilities and don’t get recycled at 
all. The Green Team invites you to bring plastic bottle caps and tops, 
square plastic bread tabs, natural corks, and label-free pill bottles with 
covers to Grace. All items should be clean and dry.

Check out these flyers to learn more about how these items will be 
used, including finding out how the plastic caps are turned into com-
fortable seating. QR codes link to how your efforts can help local child 
artists and support worldwide health efforts. The Green Team thanks 
all who participate and we encourage you to spread the word. 

“And a little child shall lead them.” Isaiah 11:6
When I first arrived on scene at Grace, I was delighted to learn that 
there were no age requirements or limitations for communion! As 
with many rites of passage in the church, we often assign an age of 
what we determine is acceptable or what age a child might ‘under-
stand’ what is happening.

I am glad to see a shift away from this model in the Church because 
often times we get it wrong! Truly, how many adults can explain and 
understand the mystery and gift that is communion? Or how many of 
us truly took on faith as our own in our late middle school/early high 
school years? 

When a congregation decides to open the communion table to all 
ages the question always looms, “But when will they be instructed 
about Holy Communion?” Well, I hope always! In the ways we speak 
during worship or during any meal when community is gathered. Holy 
Communion is taking an ordinary meal and making it extraordinary! 

With that said, it was not on my radar to schedule ‘first communion 
classes’ as first communion can happen at any time. But when a young 
disciple asks for first communion class you don’t say no!

This past Spring, we had two young folks attend communion class 
along with their parent over three sessions. We worked through Pas-
tor Daniel Erlanders’ A Place for You book and curriculum. For one stu-
dent this will truly be their first communion and for the other they 
have been celebrating the Eucharist, but we added language to the 
mystery that is the Eucharist.

Whenever a little hand reaches for the bread of life and forgiveness, I 
will never say no. God’s table is open to all, young and old. I am happy 
to offer communion classes at any time even if you have been taking 
communion for years, refreshers are never a bad idea! 

Thank you, Elinor, for being a catalyst for our class and discussion!

Pastor Laura

GOING GREEN Update from the sale: 
Many items that were not purchased during the sale were gifted to 
local non-profit organizations. If you know of an organization that 
could also benefit from items, please let us know for future sales so 
we can find places for items where they could be used the most!

• Connections to the Homeless (nonprofit in Evanston) GIFTED- All 
warm weather clothing, bags, luggage, shoes & purses.

• USAgain bin (...they will shred, use and filter for rugs, playgrounds, 
etc….nothing goes to landfill.) Some clothing & unmatched socks

• Henry D. Lloyd Elementary School in Chicago GIFTED- School sup-
plies.

• Evanston School Children’s Clothing Association (ESCCA) GIFTED- 
K-8 kid clothing

• Refugee Community Connections GIFTED- Housewares, lamps, art, 
glassware and home décor.
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New & Improved Reconciling in Christ Statement
On January 5th, 2021, ReconcilingWorks announced the expanded 
requirements to maintain membership as a Reconciling in Christ con-
gregation:

1. Expand your welcome statement to include either the full expres-
sion of “LGBTQIA+” or people of all “sexual orientations, gender 
identities and gender expressions”; also expand the welcome state-
ment to include explicitly a commitment to “racial equity” or “anti-
racism”

2. An openness to calling BIPOC rostered leaders 

3. Allow for space to be used for LGBTQIA+ marriage/blessing services 

4. Make an annual contribution to ReconcilingWorks 

All Reconciling in Christ congregations were given until 2025 to up-
date their statements and make these changes. On June 12th & 19th 
following worship we gathered to revise and update our welcome 
statement. This resulted in a complete re-write as our first statement 
was written in 2004! 

For almost 20 years this congregation has faithfully welcomed LG-
BTQIA+ people and embraced them for their sacred identities. On 
June 26th the new welcome statement was introduced and read to 
the congregation. On July 20th, the council will vote on accepting this 
new statement and the congregation will officially receive the new 
statement on August 7th.

In the meantime, you are welcome to offer your comments, questions, 
and/or edits to our new and improved statement. This is good and 
holy work as we continue to stretch the bounds on what it means to 
welcome all of God’s beloved children. 

Our new welcome statement:

As the people of God at Grace Lutheran Church, Evanston, IL, we are 
called to be affirming, courageous and caring.  We welcome ALL who 
hear God’s Word and experience God in their lives, including persons 
who are lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, intersex, asexual, & 
persons of all gender identities, expressions, and sexual orientations. 
We invite everyone to participate fully in worship, the sacraments, 
service, and leadership no matter one’s race, culture, ethnicity, age, 
physical or mental abilities, socioeconomic position, family structure, 
background, place on one’s faith journey or anything that divides us 
as God’s beloved children. We are committed to the work of anti-rac-
ism, social and economic justice, and environmental care.

We strive to follow the invitation from Jesus to love one another in 
all that we say and do. You are made in the image of God and your 
identities are sacred in this place. There is a place for you here, you 
are welcome to come as your authentic self, named and claimed as a 
child of God. 

Grace’s “Little Garden” Mission
Perhaps you’ve noticed the raised garden beds on the west side of 
the Grace grounds and wondered what that was all about? About 8-9 
years ago, Grace members decided to begin a mission to grow and 
contribute vegetables to the Evanston community.  Raised beds were 
built and organic soil was installed. The first year was spent identifying 
and experimenting with growing various vegetable crops that might 
do well with our sun conditions.  An effort was then made to locate or-
ganizations that service in-need populations in Evanston. Curt’s Café 
and Reba Place Fellowship were the first recipients.

Curt’s Café has remained the chief recipient, and we have tailored our 
crops to provide key vegetables that are not only plentiful and grow 
well for us, but also fit their menu and are a more expensive item for 
them to buy. 

For those of you who aren’t familiar with Curt’s and their mission, they 
were founded in Evanston in 2012 for the express purpose of provid-
ing life and job skills training to youth between the ages of 15 and 24, 
living in at-risk situations, such as having contact with the judicial sys-
tem, homelessness, food insecurity or having dropped out of school. 
In their 10 year history, Curt’s has serviced about 500 youth and the 
recidivism rate of those cycling back through the court system within 
3 years is 5%, compared with over 80% for the general population. 
While Curt’s teaches culinary techniques, and helps with securing em-
ployment, they also provide the necessary instruction to fill in educa-
tional gaps and help participants gain confidence. 

The Garden crew always welcomes new participants to help us with 
planting, watering, harvesting, soil management, as well as planning 
ideas for new crops and identifying new recipients for our crops.  This 
year we are cultivating 52 Cherry Tomato plants, about 60 Kale plants, 
as well as some Basil, Sage and Chocolate mint, a few cucumbers and 
5 pepper plants (which, unfortunately the bunnies or squirrels seem 
to favor, so no peppers this year)! So far this year we have delivered 5 
harvests to Curt’s (1 every 2 weeks), totaling 14 bags of Kale, as well as 
bags of Basil, Sage and Mint, and the Cherry Tomatoes are just begin-
ning to ripen!

No special knowledge is required to join us, just a desire to grow 
things and dig in the dirt! For more information, please contact Holly 
O’Connor or Nancy Starkman.

Nancy Starkman

https://curtscafe.org/
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When the ELCA Youth Gathering in Minnesota was canceled this year 
due to concerns about COVID safety, some folks in the synod jumped 
into action to create a multicultural event from July 21- 24, hosted 
at Loyola University’s Chicago lakefront campus with live-streamed 
events put on by the ELCA Multicultural Youth Organization. Pas-
tor Laura and Rina Campbell chaperoned 5 of Grace’s high school 
students, ages 14-18. The students checked into their shared dorm 
rooms, and the gathering started on Thursday morning with many in-
troductory activities to allow the kids to meet the 30 students from 
five participating ELCA synod congregations across Chicago: from 
Grace Lutheran in Evanston, Immanuel Lutheran Church of Rogers 
Park, Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church in Naperville, St. Mark’s Lutheran 
Church in Chatham, and St. Luke’s Lutheran Church in Logan Square. 

Each day was full of interactive activities, usually followed by time to 
reflect and write in journals, and then share in small groups before 
debriefing with the larger group. We broke bread together in the resi-
dence hall cafeteria, and with each meal, we saw more kids sitting 
with kids from other groups, slowly but surely, as they got to know 
each other. Our reflections and discussions centered around themes 
of different Bible readings that connected to the activities of each day: 

• What does it mean when we say: We are made free? Galatians 3:23-29

• What does it mean when we say: We are community. Acts 2:40-47,  

• What does it mean when we say: We are transformed? Romans 12:2  

At the end of each day, we met with our Grace group along the lake 
to debrief the highs/lows/and a “buffalo”- something random that oc-
curred that day, along with questions to connect to the Bible read-
ings and theme of the day. Every time the students shared from their 
journals and their hearts, we heard what an amazing and thoughtful 
group this was.

We also tuned in to guest panels and speakers from the MYJ 2022 
gathering via Zoom on various topics around social justice issues. On 
the second day, we rolled up our sleeves and took part in community 
action where some of us worked in a nearby community garden and 
others worked at a food pantry. But the magic happened in the in-
between spaces when the students hung out in the dorms or lounges, 
or walked around campus. 

Here’s what our group shared about the Multicultural Youth Justice Gathering:

When the National Youth Gathering was initially canceled, I was super 
bummed. I was excited then  to connect with our youth and attend 
my first-ever youth gathering! I was inspired when the organizers of 
the MYJ event said they would create a virtual option and even more 
inspired when leaders of our synod created a way to experience this 

together. The odds were not in our favor as the two main organizers 
had family emergencies right before our event and new folks had to 
step up. I was anxious about how the weekend might turn out. But, it 
was more than I could have ever imagined. It was clunky at times and 
beautiful. The youth who were present inspired me and ignited hope 
within me for the future and the present. Church, we need to listen to 
our youth and support their leadership! They are wise and ready to set 
this world on fire with God’s justice.  - Pastor Laura

I went into the weekend with mediocre expectations and no desire 
to meet new people or even be there, but within the first few hours, 
my understanding completely shifted. I made new friends and con-
nected with old ones, picked up some fun skills, and got a taste of the 
college life. I gained a deeper understanding of what it meant to be 
Christian, and although it’ll take some practice, I learned to keep an 
open mindset to whatever life throws my way. Hopefully I can return 
next year :) - Max Spies

Something that I got out of the MYJ was a lot of cool memories and 
friendships as well as more knowledge about how to be more inclu-
sive, and combat racism and other injustices. - Malachi Cornelius

I learned how to better understand people’s situations and step out 
of my bubble that shields me from the injustices taking place in the 
world.  - Felipe Encarnacion

I learned how powerful the will of God can be in bringing people 
together. I shared a lot of moments with the other youth, and made 
some moments with myself and God.  - Jonathon Encarnacion

I learned about the injustices that happen in my city and to all of the 
people it happens to. I learned that it is not only important to be edu-
cated on what might be happening to your own community, but to 
be educated on injustices that happen in other communities as well. 
- Victor Encarnacion

Something else they each commented on at our closing was learning 
how to weave friendship bracelets during their free time. One group 
brought reams of embroidery floss in every color, and it was infec-
tious! By the end of the second day, when I went to see where the stu-
dents had gone, I found them in the study lounge quietly working on 
their own bracelets and helping each other learn how to make them. 

One of the younger students from another school had a hard time sit-
ting still during some of the long discussions. When she took interest 
in the bracelets they were making, she asked repeatedly for help, but 
no one stopped their work or seemed to hear her. I helped her pick the 
colors she wanted to use and then looked around 
to see if someone could tutor us both. When I 
turned back, I saw Victor patiently going over and 
over the pattern with her, and he offered to help 
get her bracelet started. I was so touched by that 
beautiful act of kindness and patience. 

Earlier that day, Victor had shared that we need 
to look around and invite others who may be left 
out because then we help them feel included and 
may make a new friend. Not only did he say that, but he acted on it. I 
saw God working through our children and faith leaders in little ways 
every day, and it was moving and inspiring. I learned so much from 
them all and it was an honor to be a part of this powerful gathering.  
Rina Campbell

Our Experience at the ELCA’s Multicultural Youth Justice 2022 Gathering
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On our second day of the ELCA’s 2022 Multicultural Youth Justice 
gathering, we started by working in a community garden in Edgewa-
ter. The students got right to work, distributing wood chips, planting, 
watering, weeding (ah, mustard seed and dill!), and harvesting a good 
portion of kale, zucchini, lettuce and tomatoes for the local food pan-
try. While they worked hard in the full sun, they worked well as a team 
and got to talk about everything from where they were from to their 
thoughts about God. We had a good amount of “Holy Rest” down-
time afterward to shower and ready ourselves for what promised to 
be heavy conversations that afternoon, but many of the kids chose 
to keep talking and making friendship bracelets, which they learned 
from the group at St. Luke’s.

Bishop Curry came to the lounge in the dorm where we stayed and 
engaged the students in more activities to really get to know each 
other and improve our communication: making eye-contact, learn-
ing to say each other’s names and pronouns correctly, thanking each 
other for passing the talking stick (or balled up socks, in this case). 
Then he tested our memories to see if we could repeat the pattern of 
introductions with multiple people moving and talking and passing 
the colorful socks at the same time. He said “Each sock is different. 
When we’re doing group juggle, we need to understand that some 
people are juggling 5 or 6 things at a time. So when we come together 
in community, it’s not just the one conversation that’s before us; a lot 
of times we’re contemplating conversations with youth groups, our 
parents and community, and what’s happening on television- so we 
just need to give each other grace and be able to walk it. I think you 
figured that out here.” These are life skills- helping us to reflect on the 
importance of focusing and being present to each other and under-
standing our challenges. 

Then Pastor Nicolette Faison, Program Director for African Descent 
Ministries in the ELCA, led us through her game of Monadvocacy- 
where we worked in teams and moved across a familiar-looking board 
where we could buy up various Chicago neighborhoods. Each group 
was given an identity (I was in the “White man” team with a group 
entirely composed of people of color). There were also a white wom-
an team, Latino man and Latina woman teams, Asian man and Asian 
Woman teams, Black man and Black woman teams, and an Indigenous 
woman team. We moved our pieces around a giant board deciding 
whether to buy properties from the Gold Coast to Englewood and Lo-
gan Square, but on this board was marked which of those neighbor-

hoods were “Gentrified, Red-lined, Reverse red-lined,” or were marked 
“1%.” – because they were only available to purchase by people with 
the highest sum of total assets. It was very powerful to move our piec-
es around the board and have a facilitated discussion (if not chaotic 
with all the sideline negotiations going on with enthusiastic 14-yr-old 
investors). Sometimes, people had to read a policy card that further 
highlighted the systemic inequities of our policies and laws. At the 
very end, we went around and heard what each of us took from the 
experience. It was very eye-opening for the many students from dif-
ferent communities, and I heard students and their leaders express 
how true to their experience it was. We will never forget the lessons 
we learned that day, and I am sure the kids will be thinking about 
it every time they encounter the injustices and inequities as they go 
through life. 

As an equity and inclusion professional, I hope they will point out 
those inequities and use their voices and their positional power to 
stand up for those who are marginalized and oppressed. As a journal 
reflection after the game, we were asked “What would a Christian re-
sponse to Monopoly be?” and I was at first shocked at how I was so 
conditioned to playing by the rules, that I did not question them. But 
then I was buoyed by the kids’ responses: Allow everyone access with-
out being penalized for entering neighborhoods, Love thy neighbor- 
take care of families who are struggling, and amplify the voices of the 
oppressed. It was an injection of hope!  So when you need to restore 
your hope for the world, I highly recommend talking to our youth, 
because they have the answers. -Rina Campbell

Powerful Team-Building and Social Justice Awareness at the MYJ 2022
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In addition to the ministries that Grace already supports, I would like 
to highlight some of the goals for our next year together. 

Outreach: As everyone can see, Sunday worship continues with low 
numbers of attendance post Covid. We will continue to reach out to 
our members and new folks in an effort to increase attendance. 

Pastor Laura continues to dream of events that can help us meet our 
neighbor. The next opportunity to do so will be August 20th from 
1-4p with our Back to School Bash Block Party. Join us in putting a 
name and face to who we are as the people of Grace! 

Generations class will be conducted in collaboration with other Evan-
ston churches to increase attendance numbers. This may open the 
door for possible future collaborations. 

Mutual Ministry: We will implement a Mutual Ministry to assist Pas-
tor Laura with their many tasks at Grace. The Ministry will help them 
address concerns and needs of the congregation in a more collab-
orative way. MM is a concept of shared ministry and leadership in 
a congregation. The MM keeps the pastor and staff advised about 
conditions within the congregation, and provides the Pastor with a 
sounding board.

Accessibility: We will continue to work on being more accessible to 
the community and will continue to improve our church building and 
accessibility to our facilities. We will increase our social media out-
reach in our efforts to reach a younger or less mobile audience. This 
provides challenges but also great opportunities. Grace can move for-
ward to realize these opportunities with an open spirit and an open 
mind, which are equally important to improve access to our Church. 

Reparations: Grace has begun to get involved with the discussions 
around reparations that have become a reality in Evanston as the first 
U.S. city to make reparations available for past discrimination and the 
lingering effects of slavery. 

In addition to the official reparations fund, 16 congregations of vari-
ous faiths in and around the city have committed to join the repa-
rations effort. The money raised is expected to be used for a variety 
of purposes in helping Black people in Evanston. This effort is inde-
pendent from the City’s reparations program. The 16 faith groups that 
have signed on to participate are:

• Beth Emet The Free Synagogue

• Buddhist Council of the Midwest

• Evanston Bahá’í Community

• Evanston Friends Meeting

• First Congregational Church of Evanston

• First United Methodist Church

• Grace Lutheran Church

• Immanuel Lutheran Church

• Jewish Reconstructionist Congregation

• St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, Wilmette

• Lake Street Church of Evanston

• St. Luke’s Episcopal Church

• Northminster Presbyterian Church

• St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

• United Catholic Youth Ministries (Catholic parishes)

• Unitarian Church of Evanston

Grace hosted a first informational discussion on April 24th, 2022 with 
Mr. Morris “Dino” Robinson and we are slated to host a traveling ex-
hibit on this issue in the coming months to educate ourselves so that 
we can engage in further discussions how we, at Grace, can contribute 
to this historical effort. 

All of these ministries need the support of our members and our 
community at large in volunteering and fundraising. Given the ever 
changing political and social climate in our country, now more than 
ever, it is important that we remain a pillar of our community and con-
tinue to lead with example as we have done for so many years. 

Peter Spies, Council Chair

GRACE Goals for 2022/23 

Metropolitan Chicago Synod Assembly 2022
The Metropolitan Chicago Synod of the ELCA held its annual assem-
bly on June 4th of this year. Pastor Laura attended as clergy for Grace 
Lutheran Church, and Christine Collins and I attended as voting lay 
members. 

The purpose of the meetings is to enumerate ways in which the 
partnership between the synod offices and the individual ministries 
around the synod enable congregations to proclaim the Gospel, make 
disciples, and do justice. To that end, Bishop Yehiel Curry oversaw the 
discussion and voting on various issues including operating budgets, 
financial statements and amendments, media efforts within the syn-
od, the approval of constitutional edits for clarity, and the continuing 
and critical work of various ministries within the church. 

Specific resolutions and memorials prompted considerable discus-
sion. Of particular interest were discussions around allegations of 
racism within the Sierra Pacific Synod of the ELCA over the closing of 
a church in San Francisco. A wide variety of attendees spoke to the 
issue, including Pastor Laura, who eloquently presented the views of 
Grace Church and others in our synod regarding our mutual commit-
ment to diversity and equity within the body of Christ.

After lunch, PL, Christine, and I attended separate workshops that 
served to inform the continued work of Grace Church. And to be per-
fectly honest (full disclosure), our robust and informative discussions 
in the car about the latest novels we’ve been reading added consider-
able hilarity and wisdom to the day.

Respectfully submitted, 
Susan Graef
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Out With The Old...And In With The New!
FINALLY getting rid of the old church sign base and replacing with a 

bench, in the shade, for all to use!

Please join us in honoring Grace’s Vision Keepers,  

Christine Collins and Kathie Cunningham,  

at Interfaith Action’s annual fundraising dinner.

When: Sunday, Sept. 18, 5:30pm

Where: DoubleTree Skokie

Cost: $75 per person

Deadline: Reserve your spot at Grace’s table by  

Sunday, August 28 by contacting the Grace office:  

churchoffice@graceevanston.org or 847-475-2211.  

Please pay directly to Grace and indicate Vision Keepers. 

Dinner: Indicate if a gluten free or vegetarian entree is required

Celebrate Grace’s Vision Keepers on Sept 18, 2022

Christine Collins Kathie Cunningham

https://interfaithactionofevanston.org/
mailto:churchoffice@graceevanston.org


GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH HARBINGER

Grace Lutheran Church of Evanston
1430 South Blvd.  
Evanston, IL 60202
847.475.2211

Find us at: 
graceevanston.org/home

Sunday Morning 
10:00am In-Person Service 

(11:00am Service returns Sept. 4) 
or Live on-line church at  

FB/graceevanston   
or on YouTube

http://graceevanston.org/home
https://www.facebook.com/graceevanston
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCwg83v13nkaH5EQ2yTsP86Q

