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NOTE: Some of this is taken from my annual report be-
cause I covered a great deal of my farewell to the congre-
gation in that report.

I arrived at Grace late in July 2020 as the new Interim 
Pastor. I found the church to be very welcoming with a 
willingness to provide assistance as I transitioned into 
my new church digs. Unfortunately, as I began my min-
istry, Covid was ramping up quite rapidly and there-
fore greater restrictions for in-person worship were 
necessary. A few weeks later we started our outdoor 
worship service, and this was a new experience for me 
as well as doing a blessing of the pets on one particu-
lar Sunday service whereby even neighbors brought 
their pets for a blessing. 

In the fall we moved our worship service back inside 
the sanctuary and discovered technical difficulties 
with the new camera. After many frustrating months 
with the camera, the technical issues were finally 
resolved, and now the quality of the service being 
streamed has been greatly enhanced. However, at the 
time of this writing we are having 
internet connectivity issues, but the 
church is actively seeking to resolve 
this particular anomaly. We had a 
very enriching Advent season fo-
cusing on justice issues with guest 
preachers for each particular theme 
for a given Sunday. 

Additionally, in the Fall of 2020, we 
began our Generations group start-
ing with a six-week session on Je-
sus’ teachings. All of our lessons for 
the year would be held via Zoom 
due to Covid. We had five students 
along with their parent(s), as well 
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as some members of the congregation joining us for 
our discussions. After our break for Thanksgiving and 
Christmas, we started the next six-week session study-
ing other faith denominations and traditions, with 
some wonderful guest speakers from those religious 
organizations. 

In the final sessions, we focused our attention on Lu-
theran Theology and the Creeds of the church; pri-
marily focusing on the Apostle’s Creed—the Creed in 
which we are baptized and whereby three of our con-
firmands would be affirming their faith reciting this 
creed along with the members of the church. On June 
13th Jonathan Luis Encarnación Rodríguez, Gustav 
Yong Koh, and Samuel Liska Brownell were confirmed 
in a wonderful celebration of their three years of study. 
I was honored to be their leader for the year, and a spe-
cial thank you to Carl and Jeanine Brownell for helping 
me with the Zoom lessons.

On Sunday before Ash Wednesday our music director 
retired, but Grace has been blessed with two very tal-

ented volunteers—Christine Collins and 
Rachel Stark Inch—who have stepped in 
to provide music and liturgy each Sun-
day. During the season of Lent, we pro-
vided a sermon series: “Shadows of the 
Cross,” that was very well received. 

Throughout my time at Grace, the 
staff—Marie and Liz—have been won-
derful to work with and provided me 
with great support and guidance when 
needed. The church received great news 
in July that a new permanent pastor ac-
cepted the call to Grace and will begin 
her ministry August 16th.  

http://www.graceevanston.org
mailto:churchoffice@graceevanston.org
https://www.facebook.com/graceevanston
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCwg83v13nkaH5EQ2yTsP86Q
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Goodbye, continued

I have been here at Grace just over a year. As I mentioned to counsel 
and the task force, this has been the best group of leaders I have ever 
worked with, and it was such a blessing to serve with them. 

My primary task upon my arrival was to guide the leadership and 
call committee in the overall process of calling a new permanent 
pastor. I hope the leadership believes I have been successful in that 
endeavor. And although it has been a challenge meeting with mem-
bers primarily via Zoom, more and more people are coming back to 
in-person worship; albeit masked, but it is still nice to be physically 
present with one another. I have enjoyed my time here at Grace and 
wish you blessings as you embark on a new chapter with your called 
pastor. What a joy it has been to serve the community of faith known 
as Grace Lutheran Church.

God’s blessings, Pastor Scott Castello 

And a Warm Welcome to Pr. Laura Harris-Ferree,  
Grace’s New Pastor!

Enjoy these photos from Pr. Laura’s first Sunday at Grace. We’ll have 
more about our new called pastor in a future edition.

Rachel Stark Inch on the keyboard.

Eagle Scout Project Builds Picnic Table and  
Benches for Grace!

Next time you’re at Grace, take a look at the new outdoor furniture 
built for us as part of an Eagle Scout project by Colin O’Donnell and 
the BSA Troop 2 from Wilmette.

Thanks to Kaari Reierson for connecting Colin with Grace, and Holly 
O’Connor and the rest of the Green Team for coordinating the project.

Colin O’Donnell (left) rests after leading the Eagle Scout project under adult  
supervision from Hugh O’Donnell (right)

New Electronic Keyboard for Outdoor Worship
One Sunday at Outdoor worship, the old electric keyboard played its 
last note. Within a few days, people got together, donated funds, and 
a new keyboard was purchased in time for the next Sunday’s service. 
Thanks Grace members! And a big thanks to organists Rachel Stark 
Inch and Christine Collins for keeping the music flowing!
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Unfortunately, It’s A Success
The Little Free Pantry is a success! Since the inception of the pantry 
we have seen about 300 items of food a month taken to feed a person 
or family. That’s approximately 3,300 items since the pantry opened. 
Wow!  That’s a lot. 

But why unfortunately?  Because the need is great.  
Many residents of Evanston would be surprised at the 
need that the pantry fills.  Some assume that all who live 
in this suburb are able to provide for themselves. How-
ever, there are Evanstonians who are food insecure. That 
means they do not have enough food to feed themselves 
or their families on a secure regular basis. 

In our affirmation of faith spoken each week in services we pledge 
“to serve in community with others.”  This ministry does that. And the 
word has spread to our  neighbors, who often drop by with donations 
because they see the traffic at the pantry.

The genius of the Little Food Pantry is the way it operates. There 
are no set hours. It is open and available 24/7. We know that some 
folks come during the overnight hours. There are no qualifications to 
meet—just be in need of food. 

The pantry is stocked three times a week by members of Grace 
who call themselves the Pantry Posse. The Pantry Posse reports 
that with every visit the pantry is almost always next to empty. How 
can you help fulfill our pledge to serve in community? There are two 
ways: CASH or check (made out to Grace with the note for Little Pan-
try) or donate items for the pantry.  

Here’s what we need: canned 
meat, canned fruit, pasta sauce, 
pasta, mac n cheese, canned 
meals such as Spaghettios or Chef 
Boyardee, canned vegetables (not 
green beans please. We have an 
oversupply), rice, and beans.  

If not you, who?

Connie Wood

Grace Garden News
We have had an unusual growing season - cold/rainy/hot/dry....or 
perhaps that is midwest normal?

We have donated basil, tomatoes, and kale to Curt’s Cafe in Evanston.  
(and tomatoes to the local squirrel population...). 

The native plants water garden (east side of Grace) is doing well and 
additional natives have been planted on the south east side of Grace.

Anyone interested in grow-
ing and maintaining flow-
ers, vegetables, and other 
plantings, please contact 
anyone on the Grace Gar-
den team: Holly O’Connor, 
Ginny Ayers, Nancy Stark-
man, or Jeanine Brownell. 

Worship Services Update
Dear beloved Grace community,

Due to the emerging data about the Delta variant, the worship task 
force has made some decisions regarding future practices. 

Here they are in a nutshell:

1. Hold worship outdoors for the foreseeable future (rather than hav-
ing the first Sundays of the month indoors, and the last two Sun-
days outdoors).

 Masks and distancing required.  

 (We will be more mindful of spreading out our seating.)  

 If we need to move indoors due to weather, we will spread out in 
the pews and can hum and speak softly, but not sing.

2. Quiet singing and speaking while masked will be allowed outside. 

3. We encourage people to attend outdoor coffee hours, but to take 
their snack and then spread out while visiting with each other.

4. It is preferable for all meetings to be held outdoors, but if there is 
inclement weather, the group can make a decision about whether 
to move inside.  

 If so, we advise that they refrain from eating, and stay masked 
throughout the meeting.

5. We will continue to have people sign in, with their contact informa-
tion, for worship services, and also for entering the building.

6. We are aware that there have been technical difficulties with 
streaming our services online.  

We are actively working to solve this problem, and urge your patience.

This is a tough time for all of us, and requires a lot of frustration toler-
ance.  We all hate to go back to restrictions when we were enjoying 
our freedom from them. However, as a caring community, we need to 
protect the vulnerable and provide safe conditions for all.  

We celebrate that we are still able to gather and worship and pray 
together.  With God’s help, we can do this!

Grace Worship Committee
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Confirmation/Generations Class 2021

Jonathan Rodríguez Encarnación

Joshua 1:19 “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and Courageous. 
Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the LORD your God 
is with you wherever you go.” This verse encourages me to keep go-
ing and push forward. Everywhere I go, I know I have God on my side 
guiding me along my journey.

These past three years have been a great experience for me, and I am 
pretty sure it was a great experience for my peers. After Pastor Daniel 
left, I didn’t know what to expect with my last year of Generations. 
With a new leader of Generations, I have felt closer to God than I have 
ever felt. God guided me through the tough times and smiled with 
me through the great times.

Having a parent participate in lessons with me has been really helpful 
during classes. My mom has also helped me stay focused on occasion. 
She has been a real help along my journey and has pushed me to fin-
ish Generations at Grace Lutheran Church.

Gus Koh

I have gone to Grace for many 
years now. When I was younger, I 
used to find church quite boring. I 
did not really pay attention during 
the sermon. During Generations, 
we watched videos and did activi-
ties relating to Christianity. I start-
ed paying attention and found 
them interesting. I also participat-
ed more in discussions. It has been 
helpful to be in a welcoming and 
compassionate place like Grace. 
The people in Grace are very kind 
and always willing to help people 
in need.

Confirmand Parent Reflections
Kaari Reierson

I feel like every kid comes in a different flavor, and that was most defi-
nitely the case with my two. In every imaginable way, they seem to be 
different. Church and confirmation were no exception. Soren looked 
forward to it, Gus… that’s a different story. 

From the very beginning. It underscored to me that everyone gets 
something different out of going to church. Soren needed the sense 
that someone cared what was wrong and what was right in the world, 
and was willing to sacrifice to work towards the just. Gus was always, 
shall we say, a bit less cooperative. He did his best to make church try-
ing for me until, taking the cue from a college friend, I told him after 
church one day that since he ruined church for me, we were going to 
sit in the pew afterwards until I’d had enough church. The prospect of 
extra church seemed to do the trick.

It may be that Gus finished Generations mostly to get me off his back. 
But a large part of it is that the community of Grace actually carried 
him through. The fact that everyone else his age was showing up to 
confirmation, the fact that other parents were there and engaged, the 
fact that we had other adults showing up too, made it less weighty 
for him to do it. There’s a passage in one of Barbara Brown Taylor’s 
books when she talks about reciting the creeds as a communal event, 
of how when one’s faith is wavering, the faith of others supports us. 
This is definitely the case of the Grace community’s commitment to 
Generations.  My deepest gratitude to all of you!

 

Taína Rodríguez Encarnación 

Being part of Generations from 2015-2021 with all 3 of my sons was 
a most rewarding experience both as a parent but also as a Chris-
tian. My personal faith journey really began when I joined Grace and 
in large part because of the exposure to the various religions, both 
Christian and non christian faith communities we learned about ig-
nited a curiosity on my part to study and learn more about myself and 
my beliefs leading me to complete two years of Diakonia too!

As a mom, so many wonderful and insightful conversations have 
happened with Víctor, Felipe and Jonathan each explored in much 

Sam Brownell

Church to me has always been a place of a community with common 
beliefs. Whether those beliefs be about Jesus and God, or about equal 
rights. I see church as a place where people gather to be together 
with like-minded people to help change the world. This is why I like 
coming to church; it is a place where things get done. Where I feel 
like I’m making a difference and helping people. For example, when 
we did the food and diaper drive. As we collected food and diapers 
I knew these things would go to people in need. It inspires me to be 
affirming, caring, and courageous. Now that I am older, I have moved 
on from Godly Play and First Followers to Generations. Where I have 
gotten to really examine Christianity and what it means to me. To me, 
it is love and generosity, kindness and compassion, affirmation, and 
acceptance. 
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Ginny Ayers and Nancy Schubert. 

more detail than I recall doing at their age in my confirmation class-
es. Watching each go through their journeys and implement things 
learned and then sharing with me by asking “Isn’t that what Pastor 
Dan was talking about in Generations when he said…” was delightful 
because I had been exposed to what the boys were talking about.

Components like the field trips (pre-covid) and speakers (during CO-
VID) from various faith organizations were absolutely WONDERFUL!  
The fact that Generations is also open to members who do not have 
children brought much to the experience as well. Stories shared by 
Bob, Gail, Anne, Ann and others who didn’t have children preparing 
for confirmation made the program that much more robust and spe-
cial.  

Finally, witnessing and bringing full circle my promise at each of their 
infant baptisms what I said I would do by:

Placing in each of my child’s hands, and on their hearts, the Word of 
God and its teachings, bringing them regularly to worship in God’s 
house, and providing for their instruction in the Christian faith, that 
they may know Christ, and follow Him made me feel great that I was 
able to uphold that promise with the bonus of participating in the 
Generations class as well. 

I have always told my sons I can’t control what they believe or don’t 
believe in their faith, but providing them a spiritual foundation that 
Generations provided was absolutely my responsibility as their par-
ent and made that much more memorable through Generations. 

Carl & Jeanine Brownell 

Participating in Generations with our children has been one of the 
most interesting, thoughtful and joyful experiences at Grace.  Through 
lessons on Christianity, the Bible, the history of our church and other 
religious faiths we have had the chance to learn, deepen our faith and 
learn from the many experiences of the children and adults of the 
Grace community. 

The time together strengthens our bonds and lifts our spirits.  We 
have often found our children and us talking later in the day about 
our discussions and the issues we were addressing.  The format has 
provided a great opportunity for all of us to raise questions and show 
the confirmands how one’s beliefs are always evolving and growing 
throughout one’s life.  Even the act of questioning is a testament to 
living a religious and spiritual life that is caring, affirming and coura-
geous.  

We are so glad that Grace has the Generations program structured 
the way that it is and look forward to the next two years of the experi-
ence with Henry.

From the Service of Life For Nancy Schubert 
1947 - 2021

Nancy Ruth Schubert was born on May 3, 
1947,  in Cambridge, MA to Alfred and Alice 
Schubert. She has an older sister Dorothy 
and younger brother, Donald. 

She was a “cradle” Lutheran, baptized and 
active in First Lutheran Church of Boston, 
a church founded by her great grandpar-
ents. Later, when First Lutheran decided 
to remain with the Missouri Synod, Nancy 
joined a small ELCA church in the Roslin-
dale area of Boston. As you can imagine, Nancy was devoted to this 
church and served the congregation in many ways. She especially 
loved putting on dinners for the church.

Nancy loved the city of Boston and everything that New England 
had to offer. She had wonderful memories of spending the summers 
on Cape Cod, visiting the lakes in New Hampshire and enjoying the 
beautiful coastline of Maine. 

In 1967, she lived in Munich, Germany for a year when her brother-
in-law, Fred, had a Fulbright scholarship. She was nanny to her niece, 
Lara and nephew, Luke. Later she enjoyed traveling all over Europe 
with her mother Alice.

Nancy’s work life centered on the movie distributor: General Cinema. 
She worked her way up in the company to become an executive assis-
tant to the vice-president. When the General Cinema company closed 
in 2001, she decided to move to the Chicago area to be closer to her 
family. It was a difficult decision in some ways because she knew she 
would miss New England and all her friends and extended family 
there. Of course her family in Chicago was thrilled with her move and 
her mother, Alice, decided to move to Chicago at the same time. The 
timing turned out to be especially good since her great nephews and 
niece were born within a few years of her arrival. She played an im-
portant role in their lives.

Nancy found a church home at Grace. Actually she found it for the 
whole family. She became a devoted member, serving Grace in many 
ways. One of the roles she enjoyed the most was Hospitality, manag-
ing the kitchen, coffee hours and organizing dinners.

Nancy truly lived a life of service which can be admired by all.

In September, Nancy’s ashes will be committed in The Gardens at 
Gethsemane in West Roxbury, Massachusetts, next to where her par-
ents are buried.

Grace Flowers 2

Parents, continued
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Remembrances of Nancy Schubert

 Marie O’Brien  Nancy was on the parish administrator 
hiring committee, so she was one of the first people I 
met at Grace. From the start, she was a quiet but help-
ful presence as I learned the ropes. Nancy would stop 
by to check in and sometimes just show up to help with 
bulletin production. At the time, she was also working 
in a role similar to mine at Immanuel Lutheran, which 
meant she was volunteering to do work she did regu-
larly. That certainly says something about her generous 
spirit!

As time wore on, I noticed that Nancy had multiple 
volunteer roles at Grace. Most of these were behind the scenes—the 
type of work that isn’t noticed unless no one is there to do it. Altar 
care, coffee hour, hospitality for myriad events: Nancy did them all 
and more to support the various efforts within the Grace community 
and for the larger community. She always showed up and made sure 
people felt welcome (and had their coffee). 

Nancy and I shared a birthplace: Boston. We often talked about that 
city and the beautiful natural areas along the ocean we each enjoyed 
visiting. Her slight accent reminded me of home and I relished hear-
ing about her trips back east, as well as her reminiscences of many 
decades of life there. Talking with Nancy made me nostalgic about 
the regionalisms that we each left behind when we moved to the 
midwest. (Jimmies on your ice cream, anyone?)

Nancy was a private person, and a stoic one, who lived with chronic 
illness. It was hard to really know how she was doing at any given 
time, as she’d zoom past that question and talk about something else. 
But over time it was clear that this was a woman who lived with a lot 
of pain and discomfort, and yet kept going on, helping others, pitch-
ing in, offering a hand. Nancy’s inclination to help others and to do so 
quietly, humbly, was a testament to her selflessness. 

I miss Nancy and will always remember her kindnesses to me, her per-
severance, and her laugh.    

Gail Swantko Lamont  Once we return to services in the sanctuary, 
during the passing of the peace, I am expecting something.  I am sure 
that my imagination will see the image of Nancy Schubert.  She will 
be there somewhere in the back pews on the other side of the aisle.  I 
believe that I will see her there for a long time.

Years ago, I got a phone call from Nancy. She asked me to come to 
Immanuel Lutheran Church, not far from my home in Rogers Park, 
to pick up three large boxes of yarn.  Nancy had made an executive 
decision: The yarn in a cupboard at Immanuel would do more in the 
hands of the members of Threads of Grace.  At Grace, it would be knit 
and crocheted into scarves and even some hats for homeless people.  
With this visit I first saw Nancy as a Church Secretary.  

Over years, I knew her as the phantom who arrived on Sunday morn-
ings before anyone else and had coffee ready for the parents of the 
Generations Class as they participated with their children in Confir-
mation Class.  She also organized the chaos out of Church potlucks 
and stayed until the last dish was dry and back in the shelves. Nancy 
could also be among the members who asked hard questions at bud-

get meetings. I learned later that Nancy served on the 
Church Council and a Call Committee.  Throughout, 
Nancy thought about caring for others first. She man-
aged her physical illness as an amazing example for the 
rest of us.                                  

Our Jewish brothers and sisters say, “May her memory 
be a blessing.”  Her family and friends and the Grace 
family agree that Nancy lived a life that showered us 
with blessings. Thanks be to God.

Fred Nagelbach  There was something transcendent about Nancy. I 
believe it was inborn. However, she did have an interesting connec-
tion to American Transcendentalism. In 1870 Gottlieb Burkhardt, a 
wealthy German immigrant brewer, purchased a property in West 
Roxbury, Massachusetts, where he established the Lutheran Works of 
Mercy and opened an orphanage in the buildings that had been left 
behind by a failed Transcendentalist communal experiment among 
whose founders and residents were the likes of Ralph Waldo Emerson, 
Henry David Thoreau and Margeret Fuller. They named the site Brook 
Farm and published a journal there called The Harbinger. (More on 
Transcendentalism: https://www.paulreuben.website/pal/chap4/index.
html )

The Lutherans kept the name Brook Farm and were operating the site 
as a residential treatment site for ‘at risk’ children when Nancy lived 
and worked there in the mid 60s.

When Brook Farm ceased operations in the 70s the buildings burned 
down and the Lutherans sold the land to the state which now main-
tains it as a national historic landmark for its role in our social and 
intellectual history.

Nancy’s ashes will be interred alongside her parents in the Gardens of 
Gethsemane cemetery which is adjacent to the site of the Brook Farm 
Homestead and was part of the original purchase by the Lutherans.

Nancy was a sports fan. Her father was from Buffalo so she grew up 
going to Fenway Park rooting for the Yankees. Talk about intestinal 
fortitude! I spent many days with her watching televised games from 
Wrigley Field, and neither of us was aware of any connection Wrigley 
Field had with Brook Farm. It turns out that Gottlieb Burkhardt was 
inspired by orphanages managed by Rev. William Passavant an anti-
slavery activist from Pittsburgh. On Nov. 10, 1870, Passavant and oth-
er Lutheran pastors from Boston met with Burkhardt to survey several 
sites of land and form an association.

Brook Farm was soon chosen as the optimum site and Burkhardt 
bought the land. Two years earlier in 1868 Passavant bought six acres 
in Lakeview, Illinois, at the intersection of Clark and Addison. The first 
Lutheran Seminary operated on this site until 1910 when it moved to 
Maywood and then Hyde Park. Lakeview eventually became part of 
Chicago, and Nancy became a Cubs fan.   

 

Ann Stevenson   Nancy’s smile, her cheerfulness, always willing to join 
in helping will always be remembered.  Plus she knew how to fix cof-
fee and always had it ready when needed.  She will always be remem-
bered in more ways than we can say.    
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Remembrances of Nancy Schubert

Pastor Daniel Ruen  I can still hear Nancy’s voice. It was that rare 
mixture of kindness, dry humor, and clarity. I have a preference for 
speakers from the East Coast of the United States. I find they are less 
passive aggressive than so many of us Midwestern folks. Nancy was 
a great mix of the east and the midwest in how she sounded, how 
she led, and how she served God at Grace Lutheran Church. 

Nancy was the head of my call committee back in 2007 so we had 
a special relationship from the beginning of my ministry. She was 
always, always available to me. And she had a remarkable way of 
both supporting me and holding me accountable. She never called 
me out in a group setting or a larger meeting. Nancy privately (and 
sometimes pointedly) called me on my behavior or choices as a 
leader, but always with thoughtfulness and grace. I trusted her im-
plicitly, and she was a great gift not only to me but to Grace’s entire 
ministry. 

She was constantly thinking about how Grace could improve our 
welcome of people, improve our service to people, and improve our 
partnership with the wider community. She was, indeed, a kind of 
‘Soul of the Church.’ Nancy was the face of welcome, of hospital-
ity, of service, and of worship. One of my most tender memories of 
Nancy was when she teared up while relaying a story about what 
communion meant to her each Sunday. She told me how a theolo-
gian once described the weekly handing over of the bread as Christ 
saying to each and every one of us: “I am right here for you; reach 
out and touch me.” I can see her hands opening up for the bread 
when I’d serve it to her, and she often had tears in her eyes. 

Like all of us, Nancy had deep and abiding insecurities, fears, and 
struggles. Like all of us, Nancy likewise had deep and abiding tal-
ents, gifts, and achievements. Because I was her pastor I had a more 
intimate experience with the broken and beautiful abundance of 
her life than most, and what a gift that experience was. After I would 
perform a funeral at Grace Nancy would often say, ‘You’d better do 
my funeral when I die!’ After hearing her say this multiple times 
I finally said to her: ‘Nancy, once you’re with God you may be so 
transformed by your new life in Christ the last place you’d be is at 
your own funeral. Besides, if you want me to say what I’d say at your 
funeral I’m happy to do that right now.’  So I did. I gave her a mini-
funeral sermon, and she loved it.  We laughed and even cried a little 
bit. 

Nancy was terribly lonely for many years leading up to her moving 
in with Fred and Dorothy. I think that move, and Fred and Doro-
thy’s welcome, saved her. When we laughed and cried about her 
funeral sermon I remember her loving the portion of finding new 
life through the gift of living with her family, having discovered new 
purpose within areas of service and need, and a way to put things 
in perspective—of accepting things in life she wished had gone dif-
ferently. 

Of course when I heard she’d died I was heartbroken, like so many of 
you were. And, also, like so many of you can relate to—me leaving 
Grace during the pandemic and being denied a chance to hug Nan-
cy one more time before she died is one of the most painful experi-

ences of my pastoral life. The pandemic has obviously heightened 
our awareness of the power of human touch and, for this reason, I 
think it’s why I’ll always feel very empty without having had a final 
embrace with Nancy. 

But as we remember her today, and as I lean on Jesus’ promise of 
the resurrection, I bring to my heart Nancy’s words about why com-
munion was so meaningful. ‘I am right here for you; reach out and 
touch me,’ are the words I can hear Nancy saying to me, now. And 
I believe she would want all of you to hear those words, too: ‘I am 
right here for you; reach out and touch me.’ She would want us to 
take a risk on believing those words, to believe that through all our 
hugs and hand shakes and sharing of communion that we are con-
nected to Nancy through our healing touch of one another, and 
that God’s love is absolutely right here for us, no matter the barriers 
of pandemics, or distance, or even death. 

Nancy, I miss you. Nancy, I thank you. Nancy, I remember you. Nancy, 
I love you. And I dare to believe you are right here for me. And I dare 
to believe you and your spirit surround me with the faith, hope, and 
love of God. I sure do need them now, and will always need them 
until we are reunited. 

And please continue to nurture 
that East Coast voice in me so I 
can keep myself and my mid-
western parishioners in line. 
There’s more good work to do; 
Amen? Until we are together 
again I will lean on all your wis-
dom and grace to do it, as best I 
am able, with a Nancy Schubert 
Spirit, in God’s name.

Nancy at a Grace Halloween party.

Bill and Jan Blackburn, Bonnie Gunzenhauser, Nell Ferguson, and Nancy Schubert at 
Holden Village.
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Joanie Daye

My high school experience, like all teens 
around the world, was significantly impact-
ed by Covid-19. I was always on the go with 
my many classes, bands, activities, jobs, vol-
unteering, and mentoring. I lived for head-
ing out-the-door at 6:30am and arriving 
back well into the evening. I was worn out, 
but felt so accomplished and had given back 
to my community in various ways. Then the 
pandemic struck and I found myself spending what felt like endless 
online hours trying to maintain my connection and involvement. It’s 
been stressful and overwhelming at times. Having said all of this, I 
have found the silver linings along the way; creatively producing 
music with my peers through zoom and brightening our virtual au-
dience’s lives; spending so much time playing board games, taking 
walks and being silly with my family; continuing to mentor young girls 
of color virtually and grow their STEM interests. I think that through 
all of these hard times, we’re building character, and will ultimately 
be stronger having gone through it. I am ready to take the next step 
on August 13, and continue to persist through this pandemic and all 
of the challenges to come as I dive into my Materials Science and En-
gineering degree at University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. I am 
also a member of the Marching Illini band and really excited for those 
big 10 games! Thank you for always supporting me Grace family!

Logan Spies

This is a time in my life that I don’t know if I’ll 
ever have the right words to explain. I was 
already struggling in school before Covid, 
not making deadlines with my homework 
and projects, and not performing well on 
tests. But I was in a good learning environ-
ment surrounded by teachers, and peers 
that supported me along the way. Now take 
all of that away. No more social interaction, no more routine, no more 
easily accessible help. Just me and my room and my computer. 

At first, I tried my best to adjust; I would wake up on time, get dressed, 
and be seated with my camera on ready to participate. But day af-
ter day of silent breakout rooms and teachers with bad attitudes 
was enough to be fully discouraging. When I noticed that I was not 
adjusting, I just stopped trying altogether. I would wake up, pull my 
computer into bed, log onto zoom class, turn my camera off and then 
go back to sleep, letting my classes play in the background of my 
dreams. There was something so lonely about this time. I remember 
applying to college with this feeling of pointlessness as the future 
was so uncertain, and having to do my college visits virtually from 
home. This made an already difficult process even harder. 

At the end of the year I was so sick of my room, I remember just tear-
ing it apart and rearranging the whole thing, making sure that it 
looked nothing like how it did before. Despite how strange that year 
was, the time at home allowed me to get closer with my family and 
friends. It gave me more time to spend playing music which led me to 

place into the Illinois ILMEA Allstate orchestra which I had been work-
ing towards for 4 years. 

My extreme cabin fever led to spending more time outside, jumping 
into the lake, walking, or on day trip hikes in the Indiana dunes with 
my friends. Covid changed my perspective on life: because our fu-
ture is uncertain, we need to spend our present time doing whatever 
makes us happy. I left school as a 16-year-old high school junior, and 
I am now returning to school as an 18-year-old college freshman. All 
I hope is that each of my peers can thrive and adjust and get ready to 
enjoy the rest of their lives. 

Zinzie Steele

Zinzie is enjoying her last summer at home 
and is working at a summer day camp this 
summer.  She will head to Middlebury Col-
lege in Middlebury, VT in the fall.  She will 
choose her major, classes, and extracurricu-
lars after she begins her school year.  

George Van Nice

I will be a Freshman at the University of Min-
nesota, twin cities, this Fall. I am considering 
majoring in Applied Economics, and I am in 
the College of Food Agriculture and Natural 
Sciences. I am on the cheer team, and we 
have been practicing together on and off 
this summer in preparation for the fall game 
days.

Having remote school four days a week for 
my senior year allowed me to sleep in, have a job as a busser at a res-
taurant, and join an All-Star cheer team whose gym is in Naperville. 
I missed seeing friends because school was not in person, and I very 
much look forward to resuming in person learning at college. 

Aideyn Wilson

During my senior year in the pandemic, 
there was challenge after challenge, includ-
ing (but not limited to) getting used to a 
completely new way of learning and having 
to navigate around three other people in a 
relatively small space. However, I was able to 
conquer each challenge as they came and 
went. 

One notable challenge that I faced was the swim season. I was de-
termined to see the season through, regardless of what we had to 
endure. I ended up having a complete season, practicing 4 times a 
week and having dual meets against other schools. However, the 
meets were different from any other year. Instead of us going to 
the opposing teams’ school, or them coming to us, each team raced 
against each other and sent in our times to compare. This meant that 
the meet time was cut down significantly and we didn’t have to en-
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dure long, uncomfortable bus rides, but that also meant that there 
was a lower level of competitiveness that was usually buzzing in the 
air at meets. At the end of the day, I am incredibly grateful to have had 
a season and to have achieved so many great times and even better 
memories. There were around four seniors in my ‘pod’, or swim group 
within our swim section, within our bigger team. Each of us seniors 
were allowed to create a swim workout for the pod to complete. This 
allowed us to explore our favorite strokes and to improve them.

When it came to school itself, I found the online situation quite…in-
teresting to say the least. One pro that I noticed was the fact that I 
didn’t have to wake up as early as in years past. I could roll out of bed 
10-15 minutes before class started, quickly wash up, and sit down and 
login to class. On the flip side of this, I found that I missed being in the 
building a lot more than I thought that I would. I understand that the 
school did what they believed was necessary, but it was also incred-
ibly difficult not being in the building as a graduating senior.

Something else I sorely missed was interacting with classmates to the 
extent that I was used to when school was in-person. While online, 
people were less willing to turn their cameras on and even less inter-
ested in participating in class. Because of this, I wasn’t able to get to 
know and talk with my classmates as much as I would have liked. As a 
senior, I knew a good number of the students in my classes, but I was 
unable to talk to them and interact with them either in or out of the 
classroom setting.

When it comes to the future, I will be attending Bradley University in 
Peoria, IL as a Biochemistry major. I hope to house in Wyckoff Resi-
dence Hall, which is open housing and LGBTQ friendly. I hope to make 
good use of the pool, and explore other interests, possibly even join-
ing fencing or some other student organization. 

Something that I will be taking away from this year is that it is incred-
ibly important to keep connected to those closest to you. If you do, 
you are able to form closer relationships and learn things that you 
wouldn’t have been able to otherwise.

Graduate, High School, and Middle School During the Pandemic - 
Stephanie Kulke, Aideyn Wilson, and Emmitt Wilson

In January of 2018, halfway through Aideyn’s freshman year at ETHS, I 
went back to school to get my master’s degree.  For the past 10 years 
I had wanted to get an advanced degree in marketing and commu-
nications so I could work with larger companies and better help the 
nonprofit and arts organizations I worked with.  I knew that to do so, 
I’d need to increase my knowledge of theory and process. But I hadn’t 
had the time or resources to make the commitment.

But God laid the groundwork for me, because in fall of 2017 after sev-
en years of independent contract work, I was offered a job at North-
western University (a larger company!) working in the marketing and 
communications department. One year later, I applied for graduate 
school and made use of the University’s generous tuition benefit, 
which made getting my degree financially attainable. 

Aideyn was in 9th grade and Emmitt in 5th, and I had fantasized 
about the kids and I studying together at the dining room table after 

dinner. But they both pre-
ferred to study alone, so I 
made a desk for myself in 
the basement. 

Most of my courses were 
held online so the pan-
demic didn’t really impact 
my studies or my full-time 
job which adapted easily 
to remote working. 

The biggest challenge 
for me was that I hadn’t 
been in school for nearly 
30 years. I had recently 
turned 50 and I didn’t 
know if my memory 
would be able to retain 
new concepts for my first 
midterm and final. But my 
kids were versed in online 
learning tools, and Aideyn 
taught me how to use Quizlet – so I could make flashcards to quiz 
myself on my phone when I had free time.

By the time my first 10-week course ended, I had grown fond of my 
classmates and professor. And I looked forward to each consecutive 
class. Each syllabus, professor and mix of students was a new adven-
ture. Every week I had my mind blown by some new insight from a 
class discussion or reading. I learned humility working with several 
bright and talented young people with skills outside my wheelhouse 
like data science and video production. I learned my own strengths 
in creativity, empathy and writing came in handy on team projects.  I 
learned that an analytical and objective mindset can be learned.

In spring of 2021 – we had a triple graduation: Emmitt graduated 
from 8th grade at Chute Middle School; Aideyn from Evanston Town-
ship High School, and I earned my M.S. in Integrated Marketing Com-
munications. 

About nine months before I finished my degree, my department was 
restructured. My position was redefined and expanded. I would now 
be leading not only communications about the arts, but also the 
social sciences – disciplines including economics, psychology, and 
sociology which I had encountered and enjoyed in my master’s pro-
gram.  I was sad when I’d completed my studies. But I’ve been given 
an opportunity to use my God given talents and to continue to be 
humbled, challenged and be a perpetual student.  

I learned it’s never too late to learn and develop new skills. I learned 
that while I may not get to “my destination” on “my timeline,” that God 
is working in my life and lighting a path. I just have to trust I’ll get 
where I’m needed, exactly when I’m meant to get there.

Stephanie Kulke

Emmitt, Stephanie, and Aideyn  
(photo credit: Taína Rodríguez Encarnación)
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