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A Miraculous Mix in Bethany
Aziz Abu Sarah, a Palestinian
growing up in the occupied
territory of east Jerusalem,
lost his brother Tayseer after
he was arrested and beaten
by the Israeli Defense Forces.
Tayseer was caught throwing
stones, to which he refused to
confess. After his release, Tayseer died at the age of 19 due
to the effects of his internal injuries from beatings during his arrest. Aziz was ten years old at the time. It took
many years of challenging and reconciling relationships, but out of Aziz’ pain and anger something miraculous was birthed: a peace-building travel philosophy known as ‘dual-narrative’ tourism. Aziz believed
that if people came together to hear one another’s
worldviews, making space for greater awareness of,
and empathy for, the internal logic of their enemy’s experience, peace could be made more possible.

I played anything. I said, ‘Yes,
a bit of guitar.’ ‘Then you must
play something!’ exclaimed
Anna, the Jewish lead singer. I
began to play, ‘Kiss,’ by Prince,
and the whole group excitedly joined in. Marwan, the Palestinian lute player, told me
they would invite me up to
play it at the end of their set.
After the band set up to play, our group was invited to
the dance floor. We were entertained by Aziz’ young
nephews as we circle-danced ecstatically in both Palestinian and Israeli styles. The Middle Way played a
mixture of soulful and energetic Israeli and Palestinian songs. Our Beth Emet siblings sang along with a
popular Jewish wedding tune. We were all clapping
and smiling and laughing. I was then asked to come
up, and the whole crowd belted out the lyrics of one of
Prince’s best-known hits at full volume.

He formed Medji Tours (medji means ‘to honor’ in Arabic) with Israeli partners, not in order to debate people’s disagreements or paper over serious differences—Aziz mixed Palestinian guides with Israeli guides
to honor their differences, theorizing that mutual
respect, storytelling, and vigorous discussion would
bring about substantial change.

The entire time, on the wall above the band, a large
picture of Tayseer’s face surveyed the scene. I recall
looking up at him as we were dancing. I wondered if
his spirit marveled at this mixed group of Americans
(Jewish, African-American Baptist, Lutheran), Israelis
and Palestinians, joyfully celebrating one another’s
food, music, and culture.

On the final night of my ten-day, dual-narrative pilgrimage to Israel/Palestine, our group was invited to
Aziz’ brother’s home in Bethany, in occupied east Jerusalem. Bethany is the site where Jesus visits Mary and
Martha, and where he brought Lazarus back from the
dead. We were welcomed with a huge meal of maqluba (maqluba means ‘upside down’), which is an epic
meal of rice, chicken, cauliflower, nuts, and seasonings.
It’s cooked in a huge pot and, when ready, dramatically
flipped over upon a huge metal serving platter (I got
to flip the second one, and didn’t even screw it up). A
group of four Palestinian and Israeli musicians called
‘The Middle Way’ were rehearsing in a side room as we
ate.

Continued on next page

While the rest of the group went to witness some
of the nearby olive harvest, I asked if I could see the
band’s instruments. They welcomed me in and asked if

Bethany, continued

While Tayseer was not raised from the dead in Bethany that night, I
felt we were all raised to heaven, in a way. We were given a glimpse
of God’s intention for all people to come together to share our identities, our pain, our hope, and our joy. We were given a glimpse of the
Kingdom of God. We were that kingdom, for a brief moment.
I hope you might join me for a presentation of the rest of my trip to
Israel/Palestine on Thursday, December 5th from 6:00pm – 8:00pm.
We’ll have dinner together (I can’t promise any flipping of maqluba)
and I’ll provide pictures, short movies, and some scriptural, historical and political context. I am excited to share as much as I can with
you! And I thank you, again, for allowing me to represent you on the
pilgrimage to Israel/Palestine.
God’s peace and joy,
Pastor Daniel

Worship Notes: Advent 2019
The theme for Advent this year is, ‘People, Are You Ready?’ (And yes,
this means we’ll be doing our well-known African-American Gospel
setting for the eucharist, so raise your voices as we prepare for Jesus’
arrival into the world!)
We’ll be exploring these four themes of readiness during the month
of December:
12/1: Are You Ready to Do Less?
12/8: Are You Ready to Wonder?
12/15: Are You Ready to Hope?
12/22: Are you Ready to Birth Something New?
(Cooperative Worship at 10am / Children’s Pageant)
Mary Mrulgalski has agreed to offer three centering prayer sessions
for midweek Advent services. They will be held on Wednesdays
(12/4, 12/11, 12/18) in the sanctuary at 7pm (7:00pm – 7:30pm)
after our Wonderful Wednesday community meal.
Christmas Eve is on Tuesday, December 24. We’ll have special music
at 7pm and worship at 7:30pm.
Christmas Morning Worship will be at 10am on Wednesday,
December 25.

Church Council Members And Liaison Assignments
Please contact the following Council Members if you have questions
or concerns regarding the various ministries and aspects of the workings of Grace.
Administration/Communication: Carl Brownell (Chair) and
Rachel Stark Inch (Vice Chair)
Worship: Ann Stevens and Rachel Stark Inch
Education: Sally Schleker and Lisa Kosnik
Property: Carl Brownell and Nancy Mathyer
Stewardship/Finance: Nancy Mathyer, Raquel Rodriguez, and
Peter Spies
Social Ministries/Outreach: Claudia Perry and Lisa Kosnik

SAVE THE DATE!
We will be celebrating the 50th anniversary of
women being ordained in the Lutheran Church
on Sunday, February 2, 2020. Although that
date seems far off, please mark it in your
calendars so you can join us in celebrating
this historic event. We’ve formed a committee
chaired by Rachel Stark Inch to make plans.
Hope to see you there!

As always, I look forward to seeing you at the Welcome Table for
worship at Grace!
Pastor Daniel

Thank You From Tú Puedes
Hello Grace community,
THANK YOU to all who purchased magnets and
donated to our fundraiser for a community
service program out of Iglesia Luterana Divino
Salvador in Cataño, Puerto Rico which was a
church David’s grandfather served as pastor for
many years.
The program, Tú Puedes (You Can), has 4 psychologists and social workers who volunteer their services and connect individuals with resources focusing on mental health services in
the aftermath of Hurricane María.

The total amount raised was $1,110!!
The program was able to use the funds received to purchase an office
space of their own to provide much needed counseling and mental
health services for the community!
Thank you all again for your love, support and care and may God continue to bless this ministry and all efforts to rebuild Puerto Rico after
Hurricane María.
David Rodriguez-Nelson & Kristina Rodriguez-Jeluso
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Welcome to Henry Heise!

The Experiment Is Working!

Josh Heise and Becca Kohnken (daughter of
Russ and Christine) welcomed their son Henry
Robert Heise on September 11, 2019. As Becca
was baptized and raised at Grace, it is a special
experience to bring Henry here now. Becca is off
on maternity leave until the new year, and the
three of them are enjoying their time together.
Henry’s favorite things include making noise, trying to stand on his
own, and his colorful musical mobile. The couple’s other kids, their 3
cats, have adapted well to the new addition

Bridges to Home
Ginny and I would like to thank everyone who helped to make the 4th
annual Cabaret, benefitting Bridges
To Home, a great success. We had a
BIG crowd, great entertainment and a
silent auction. We raised $4850. Donations are still coming in and we hope
to get to $5,000. We know we can always count on our Grace people to
share God’s abundance with others.

Working together over a year
we crafted a covenant that
identified our steps to work
together with each other and
in the community to witness to God’s acceptance of all people. We
signed a pledge to that effect in a beautiful service in October 2017
at Garrett Chapel witnessed by about 150 people from the various
congregations.
Since that time, we have sponsored a variety of activities together
including God’s Work Our Hands, Prayer for Christian Unity services,
Hymns and Hops, and a variety of study groups to look at such issues as myths about each other, mixed marriages, differences in approaching the hierarchy of the church, and shared events such as a
Good Friday walk and Posadas at Christmas.

Dorothy Nagelbach and Ginny Ayers

Groceries Abound
Grace continues to be a strong supporter of the Interfaith Action of
Evanston Hospitality Center. We have done so for over 20 years. Per
year that’s about 1200 waffles, 960 cups of yogurt, 60 gallons of milk,
36 gallons of orange juice, 72 loaves of bread, 12 cans of coffee, 12
boxes of teabags plus cream cheese, syrup, peanut butter, jelly, jam,
margarine, and fruit.
You do the math to see the totals for 20 years. You get the picture.
The Center, located at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, serves breakfast
six days a week to those who need a way to start the day in a healthy
manner. It also provides computers to facilitate job searches and applications, counseling, and a place to rest. On any one day 25 or more
people use the center.
Each month Grace provides about $200.00 worth of groceries for the
Center. A special thanks to all who have faithfully brought groceries
or donated cash to support this ministry. Let’s keep it up.
Connie Wood

The year 2015 marked the beginning of a grand experiment to unite
Lutheran and Catholic churches in witnessing God’s love to the community. Reformation 500 and Beyond gathered representatives of six
Lutheran churches and five Catholic churches to discuss our similarities and differences. We found our similarities helped us unite even
though we had differences.

We continue to work with each other in 2019. In September, 125
people joined together to participate in God’s Work Our Hands.
We packed toiletries, painted an office space for the Moran Center,
cleaned the Lutheran Student Center at Northwestern, tied quilts,
made lunches, created greeting cards, and aided in the outreach of
“Back on Your Feet.” In October, 25 people gathered to sing praises to
God at the Hymns and Hops event. We also work with St.Nick’s parish
to sell Café Justo coffee which benefits a Mexican cooperative.
The group will sponsor an Advent study session on Catholic and Lutheran Perspectives on Mary. It is scheduled for December 1, 2019
from 3-4:30 PM. The site will be announced soon. Watch for further
announcements and plan to come to share questions and a devotional experience.
For Lent, we will sponsor a four-session program on Sundays in Lent.
The dates are March 1, 8, 15, 22 from 3:30-4:30pm. Sites will be announced. The topic will be “Making Sense of the Cross.” The discussion will focus on theories about atonement and how we understand
the significance of the cross as individual believers and look at ways
in which the Early Church looked at the concept of the cross.
Connie Wood

Coffee!
Thank you for supporting the Café Justo fair trade coffee collective
over this past year! Now you may fill your order on your own. The
coffee is stored under the pews in the upstairs coat room. The bins
are labeled to show their contents (regular, dark, decaf ); beans and
ground coffee are stored together. There is a lock box on the wall to
the left as you enter the coat room where you can leave your cash or
check payment.
Anne Laurence and Tim Schannep will track our inventory and replenish it when necessary, but you also may leave a note in the lock box if
we are out of the coffee you like. We will have a table sale at the beginning of December, but now you also can get the coffee whenever
you want.
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Dear Evanston’s Uncomfortable Journey
Grace Member Rina Campbell Journeyed to Montgomery and Selma
with Dear Evanston’s “Uncomfortable Journey”
“There is no path to justice that is only comfortable and convenient. We
will not create justice until we’re willing to sometimes position ourselves
in uncomfortable places and be a witness.”
Bryan Stevenson

Grace Composting Moves Forward
At Grace, we strive to live our values - Affirming, Caring, and Courageous--everyday, even in little ways. The Green Team is working to
find ways to reduce waste and better care for creation. Together,
these small changes can have a big impact.
• Thank you to everyone for participating in our commercial composting pilot through the City of Evanston. And thank you to Nancy
Schubert for eliminating non-compostable cups and plates from
our collection. While the option to bring scraps from home ends
in December and will recommence in April, we will continue to
compost all scraps and napkins from Coffee Hour and Wonderful Wednesday.
• Please do not add anything to the black tumbler for now. Homecooked composting is different. Ask Holly about that and how to
learn more.
• If you want to be independent of Grace and participate on your
own in the compost program, contact Collective Resources.

Reducing Waste
•. As part of our commitment to reducing waste, consider bringing a
mug from home for coffee hour. A label maker will be available on
Nov. 10 and 17 so you can label your mug for reuse, then just rinse
it after you use it.
• If you host a meal at Grace and bring in your own disposable plates,
cups, cutlery, please bring them back home with you.

Over the weekend of September 13-15, I boarded bus 1 of 2 with 100
people from Evanston to Montgomery, Alabama. The trip was called
“Dear Evanston’s Uncomfortable Journey,” named after this quote
by Bryan Stevenson. Stevenson is founder and director of the Equal
Justice Initiative who initiated the National Memorial for Peace and
Justice in Montgomery, which honors the names of each of the over
4,000 African Americans lynched in the twelve states of the South
from 1877 to 1950. Stevenson is also the author of “Just Mercy,” a
memoir of his decades of work to free innocent people condemned
to death. (“Just Mercy” is the next Dear Evanston book club discussion
on Dec. 10 at Fleetwood-Jourdain Center).
This photo and quote below sums
up our 56 hour journey to Montgomery & Selma for me, as well
as the need for truth and reconciliation in this country. It’s my
friend Bruce King’s quote and my
favorite picture from the trip that
I took of him (posted here with his
permission) at Bryan Stevenson’s
National Memorial for Peace and
Justice, aka the “lynching memorial.” It was at the end of the day,
after spending most of the day at
the Legacy Museum and feeling the full weight of this memorial- I sat
under the plaques, like tombs hanging overhead, names and dates
engraved in them, and they went on and on. Much like grieving a
loved one, I was heavy with exhaustion. I looked over and saw my
friend Bruce, and couldn’t even imagine how this weighed upon him,
having heard his family’s personal story of fleeing the south in fear of
being lynched. The power of this place cannot be fully appreciated in
the photographs, but I felt both the magnitude and intimacy of the
memorial when I saw Bruce. He was quoted in the Chicago Tribune
before the trip:
“I am a 66-year-old black man,” King said. “My grandfather was run out
of Abbeville, S.C., in 1910 or he was to be lynched. My other grandfather was African American and Native American, and his family was
run out of Oklahoma.
“I want to go and peel the scab off,” he said. “I want to open this wound
so I can free flow and cry like a baby and go deeper than I’ve ever
imagined possible in the healing process that needs to take place in
America.”- Bruce Allen King

A blanket of snow covers the little town of Bethlehem, in Pieter Bruegel’s oil painting
from 1566.

This experience was so personal for each of us. We intentionally made
the “Uncomfortable Journey” with diverse group between the ages of
18 and 80 to visit the Legacy Museum: From Enslavement to Mass Incarceration. Fifty percent of the participants were black and the other
half were white, Latino, Asian and Indigenous.
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The organizer, Nina Kavin, was born in South Africa during Apartheid.
She was quoted in the Chicago Tribune about the significance of the
Legacy Museum and the National Memorial for Peace and Justice. “Up
until now there has been no real museum and memorial to the brutality that was committed on Africans in America. There are monuments
to the victims of atrocities in Germany and in South Africa, but in
America up until now the monuments have been to perpetrators, the
confederates. This country hadn’t done it until now,” said Ms. Kavin. “It
was a mission; I needed to go see it and wanted to do it in community
– the way we went – not just as a homogeneous group.”

this is so Evanston to do a community thing to address the hard topics. . . I don’t see another community where there’s white, black, old,
young doing this. In Evanston, people want to understand you and
want to feel safe.” But she also noted that it is going to take the entire
Evanston community to move forward.
Ms. Kavin said that while the trip was not planned to coincide with
the broader community discussions about equity and reparations,
she is mindful of the fact that it did. “I hope that our journey in its
small part can help to support whatever equity and reparations initiatives are going forward.”

Tosha Wilson, an Evanston police officer, said she had faith in Evanston and that that’s why she wanted to be on the trip. “In my opinion,

Organizers of the trip on the right side of the bus: Kimberly Ross-Holmes of Family
Focus, Nina Kavin of Dear Evanston, and Jennifer Moran of the Moran Center for Youth
Advocacy

Organizers: Nina Kavin, founder of Dear Evanston, dreamt of taking buses of people to
the Legacy Museum and National Memorial For Peace & Justice

100 Evanstonians made Dear Evanston's Uncomfortable Journey to Montgomery, AL. Grace member Rina Campbell is in the center, behind the first row seated on the ground
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Spirit Lake Service Trip
Craig Gonder

Sometime in April, I first noticed a flyer at Grace about St. Nick’s Spirit
Lake Service Trip this past summer (2019). Although the deadline had
already passed, there was still room, and I was able to get the time off
from work & joined the team.
I first met everyone else on the team at a potluck dinner, after which
we watched “Neither Wolf Nor Dog” together, which helped us all begin to better understand life on Native American reservations – at one
point, a native asks a white visitor if he’s one of those “paint houses
for Jesus” Christians – which gave most of us a nervous chuckle as
we realized that’s exactly the cliched stereotype we potentially risked
sliding into. Throughout the rest of the spring & first part of summer,
we met in person a few more times, interacted electronically in between, read more relevant articles, & watched more relevant YouTube
& other online videos to help us continue to better prepare to humbly
serve the natives of Spirit Lake Reservation. During one of our gatherings, we each made a pendant of leather cord, colorful beads, & a
spiral of bare copper wire – worn with our team T-shirts, this became
our team uniform, so to speak.
At 6:30 AM (“zero-dark-thirty”) on Saturday 27 July, 2019, all 17
of us met at the St. Nick’s parking lot to load our gear into 3 minivans rented from Enterprise – this was our first challenge, since in addition to work & other clothes & toiletries for the week, we needed
to also bring our own towels, washcloths, pillows, sleeping bags or
other bedding – and the vans already contained many bags of books,
clothes, & toys gleaned from the church rummage sale that had just
ended; most of these were already stashed in (what I call) the smuggler compartments in the floor where the stow & go seats are folded
in when not in use, & the rest were on the floor in back at the bottom
of the pile of all our stuff in each van.
We all brought bag lunches, which we ate at a rest area along the
way to Bruce Vento Nature Sanctuary in Saint Paul, Minnesota. Here
we learned about the significance of this area: for thousands of years,
natives met for tribal council meetings in one of the caves below &
buried their dead in burial mounds above the sandstone cliffs, adjacent to a park & playground today; in later years, the railroads blasted
away large portions of the sandstone cliffs that were in their way, & a
local brewery stored beer in one of the lesser caves in the days before
refrigeration.
We continued on to Brooklyn (a suburb of Minneapolis) United Methodist Church, where our hosts welcomed us with a delicious spaghetti
supper in the church basement. Before we started eating, one of the
ladies handed me a red UMC hymnal & asked me to help lead everyone in singing “Here I Am Lord” (based on Isaiah 6:8) – even though
she had no way of knowing that I have been singing in choirs since
I was 9, I used to be a United Methodist, & that is my favorite hymn!
Afterwards, some of us spent the night in church members’ homes,
while most of us stayed at the church – the women in the library, &
the men in the bride’s room, interestingly enough! We had driven 415
miles & still had another 384 miles to go…
Sunday morning, 28 July 2019, our hosts served us a lovely continental breakfast in their church’s fellowship hall, we re-packed our
vans, & joined them for worship – the sermon was the final one in a

series on Disney princesses – this one was about “Moana”; after we
realized that most of us on our team had not seen this movie, we all
agreed to watch “Moana” together sometime after we returned home
(which we eventually did do). As we drove the rest of the way to Spirit
Lake, we stopped along the way to buy lunch, while I ate another bag
lunch that I had packed.
We arrived at the UMC’s Spirit Lake Ministry Center (located between
Tokio & Fort Totten, amidst the Spirit Lake Reservation in North Dakota) just in time for dinner & orientation. Having previously spent
many summers attending & working on staff at Boy Scout summer
camps, I felt right at home. We quickly learned that another church
group was there, one who flew in from the Maryland / Delaware area,
and while we worked separately from each other on different projects
at different sites throughout the week, we all ate & slept together (all
men in one bunkhouse & all women in another).
Pastor Mike & Libby Flowers live & work at Spirit Lake Ministry Center full-time, interfacing with the local tribal council to coordinate &
prioritize what work most needs to be done for whom first. Libby
prepared a hot breakfast & dinner for everyone in the dining hall each
day, & we each packed our bag lunches after cleaning up after breakfast before heading to our job sites each day. I was VERY impressed
by how well organized everything is, as well as the HIGH quality of the
materials we were provided to do the work. At the end of each work
day, we cleaned up our job site before returning for dinner, showers,
& sleep. The other church group spent the week building bunk beds
& doing drywall / sheetrock work, while our team was split between
drywall / sheetrock work & roofing. I was on the roofing crew, & I
was grateful that we were blessed
with sunny (we had to generously
apply sunscreen to all exposed
skin) dry weather all week – nevertheless, at the end of the first
day at each house we re-roofed,
we tarped the exposed roof decking as part of our clean-up.
Monday 29 July 2019 – Tuesday 30 July 2019, the first house we
re-roofed was located in a rather open windblown plains area – which
facilitated tearing off the old 3-tab shingles & tar paper! Our supplies
were conveniently delivered via forklift from the truck to the roof just
before we took our lunch break, & I was proud that we were given
high quality architectural grade shingles (in 70-lb bundles) along with
special starter courses & ridge shingles for the new roof. It stayed cool
enough that I didn’t ever sweat – in fact, I had to keep my fleece pullover on over my T-shirt to stay warm enough both days – in spite of
the continuous hard physical labor inherent in roofing.
Tuesday evening, many of the natives from Spirit Lake Reservation
joined us for dinner; while we were waiting in line, a native woman
was really admiring the pendant I made & was wearing, so I gave it to
her. After dinner, men & boys of all ages drummed in circle around
one large drum, keeping beat for the tween & teen girls who danced
in costume. I was most struck by how the drumming circle included
grandpas, fathers, young men, teens, & little boys whose legs dangled
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West Bank Settlements
November 19, 2019
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America is very disturbed by the
November 18 announcement by Secretary of State Michael R. Pompeo that the Administration unwisely is changing current U.S. policy
by stating that the “establishment of Israeli civilian settlements in the
West Bank is not per se inconsistent with international law.”
from their chairs; the little boys weren’t directed or corrected, they
just watched the older men they looked up to & copied their motions
beating the drum as best they could without any criticism; eventually
they all just naturally sort of fell into unison together without anyone
having to force anything; it was a beautiful thing to witness.
Wednesday 31 July 2019 – Thursday 01 August 2019, the second
house we re-roofed was bigger & located in a small clearing in the
woods; it was hotter, more humid, & bug spray was necessary in addition to sunscreen. Wednesday I quickly stripped down to my T-shirt,
which soon became grimy & sweat-soaked; by the end of the day, we
were all covered in a film of sweat mixed with sunscreen, bug spray,
& all the gritty grime from tearing off the old crumbling roof; I think I
took my longest shower Wednesday night of the entire week! Thursday evening, Pastor Mike led us all in a worship service after dinner
with the other church group, where we reflected spiritually on our
week’s work together & all that was accomplished.
Friday 02 August 2019, while the other church flew back east, we
enjoyed spending our cultural day in the nearby Fort Totten area before driving home to Evanston. We started out with an early morning
mass & discussion afterwards with the priest at Seven Dolores Catholic Church, followed by breakfast at South Shore Eatery. We then
stopped by Spirit Lake Social Services to drop off all of the donated
bags of books, clothes, & toys we brought with us from St. Nick’s
rummage sale. We also spent some time touring & learning about
Cankdeska Cikana Community College, which helps prepare local students for 4-year university programs as well as skilled trades.
We enjoyed a delicious lunch at the Recovery & Wellness Center before participating in a native smudging ceremony as it was re-named
Wawokiya Tipi by some elders; afterwards we were given a tour of this
alcoholism & drug addiction recovery facility located adjacent to a
game reserve, which facilitates connection with buffalo & other spirit
animals in native recovery.
During the afternoon, we toured the Fort Totten Historic Site – originally built as a US Army fort, it was later re-purposed as BIA (Bureau of
Indian Affairs) boarding school where many natives suffered abuse – I
found that I could not stay inside any of these buildings for very long
before I started feeling nauseous & had to get outside for some fresh
air & sunshine before I threw up, as if this place’s evil history could
somehow still upset me spiritually; I was especially disgusted by the
mere notion of the bed & breakfast that is currently operated in what
was originally the commanding officer’s barracks / house here! We
then went to Sully’s Hill National Game Reserve, where we saw prairie
dogs & buffalo, before heading to dinner in Devil’s Lake.

Our church has consistently called for an end to the
Israeli occupation of the Palestinian territory, the
cessation of all settlement activities and withdrawal
from settlements on Palestinian territory to the 1967
boundaries, a negotiated, final status agreement between Israel and the Palestinians and the establishment of and international support for a viable, contiguous Palestinian state. We will
continue to work with ecumenical and inter-religious partners who
share these commitments. In the long term, we wish to see Israelis
and Palestinians co-existing in justice and peace, as citizens of viable
and secure Israeli and Palestinian states.
The Administration’s announcement makes the realization of these
outcomes to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict more difficult and distant,
rather than advancing the cause of peace. The announcement, like
earlier ones on the conflict, gives no evidence of having been developed in consultation with those who will be most adversely affected
by this policy, namely the Palestinians in the occupied territory. Instead, it will give a “green light” to further settlement activity and a
worsening of the conditions of occupation, including intensified
military and police measures and the further diversion of natural and
other resources that benefit only settlers.
By reverting to the policy of the Reagan Administration, the new policy ignores facts that have been created on the ground since 1989
(from a settler population then of close to 200,000 to an estimated
more than 700,000 at present in the West Bank and East Jerusalem).
It also discredits international law such as various provisions of the
Fourth Geneva Convention -- to which Israel is a party -- about the
obligations of an occupying power as well as the prevailing international consensus about settlements, most recently articulated in Security Council resolution 2334 of 2016 (to which all UN member states
are bound according to the UN Charter).
Our distress with this announcement is primarily its impact on the
daily life of Palestinians, especially our sisters and brothers in the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land, but also
their Christian and Muslim neighbors. We are also concerned with
policy changes that further distance the United States from the prevailing international consensus on the path toward a negotiated solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, including respecting human
rights standards and international law.
God’s peace,
The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton
Presiding Bishop
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Saturday 03 August 2019 we drove all 805 miles back to Evanston –
THAT was a long day.
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Chicago Teacher’s Strike
From Taina Rodriguez Encarnacion

Day 6 of the CTU Strike - Day 4 on the Picket Line - October 22, 2019

The following is a collection of my thoughts, observations, images and
prayers throughout the 15-Day Strike. As I write, we still are not done
until members of the Chicago Teachers Union vote on accepting the tentative agreement November 20th. The House of Delegates vote to end
the strike was almost ½ to end and ½ to continue the work stoppage.
Many of us are hopeful that we will continue serving our students after
that final vote during this 2019-2020 academic school year. Editor’s Note:
The Chicago Teachers Union members have ratified the contract in their
final vote.

Although the thought of staying on the picket line through next week
for Halloween jolts me, this is my motto for the past 18 years as a
Chicago Public Schools Counselor. While our school is on Cicero and
Armitage, we were sent to picket a couple of blocks away to bring
more attention to the strike. While many staff continue to come out,
the toll of not seeing an end is worrysome. Negotiations are not going well, with CTU sending members of the Bargaining Team to join
CTU members on the picket lines.

Day 1- October 17, 2019
No matter what side of the negotiating table you are on, current facts
are:
• Thousands of students are not in school
• Thousands of teachers, paraprofessionals, security, counselors,
social workers, clerks, nurses, speech pathologists, psychologists,
occupational and physical therapists, audiologists, teachers of the
vision and hearing impaired and more school personnel cannot
work
• Thousands of parents are scrambling to find child care or missing
work because the schools are not providing instruction for their
children

Day 2 - October 18, 2019 - “Finding the Helpers” in situations out of
our control
Let me be clear so somebody doesn’t get it twisted...ALL of us would
MUCH rather be inside with our students vs outside of our building
without them. We are in NO WAY “celebrating” being on strike. Instead, we are making the BEST out of this situation currently out of
our individual control to keep spirits high as we PRAY BOTH sides of
the negotiating table can come to a swift resolution! Until then, we
want to stay warm and keep our blood flowing.
Part of my work as a school counselor is to keep up the morale and
mental health of our staff by identifying things we CAN control in situations we can’t. So technically, I guess I’m still working even on strike.

Day 5 of the CTU Strike - Day 3 on the Picket Line - October 21, 2019
A parent volunteer accompanied some of our students who made giant hearts Friday with messages to their teachers saying they wanted
the strike to end. Seeing the children’s writing and pleas to come back
was both heartwarming and heartbreaking at the same time. CTU
and CPS were in negotiations on Saturday and Sunday, which account
for the difference in days of the strike vs the days on the picket line.

Day 7 of the CTU Strike - Day 5 on the Picket Line - October 23, 2019
We were asked to head downtown and march around City Hall and be
part of a sit-in! This terribly directionally challenged school counselor
made it to and from downtown WITHOUT GETTING LOST! Whew! SERIOUSLY a big deal for me since I get lost walking out my front door!
Negotiations rumored not to be going well with CPS officials stating
they were at the bargaining table at 10am but CTU didn’t show up
until 3pm after the rally; and civil disobedience training available
for CTU members interested in escalating the situation. MUCH talk
about escalation took place today.

Day 8 of the CTU Strike - Day 6 on the Picket Line - October 24, 2019
Arrived at 6:30am with a heavy heart. Had a chance to speak with
our Union Rep who came by and was left with unanswered questions
and feeling of being “stuck” as pawns between both Lightfoot/CPS
and CTU.
I don’t know what is happening behind closed doors but what I DO
know that happened today was:
As we walked around the block some
of our growing number of students
ran out to greet us during recess
and I witnessed children: Running
toward their teachers yelling their
names with glee reaching their arms
through the gate between us. Some
recognized me and exclaimed: MS ENCARNACIÓN! MS COUNSELOR!
Hi! Remember me? ¿Cuando regresan? When are you coming back? I
miss you! ¿Cuando termina esto? When will this end? We want everyone back! Me to a 1st grade student who is currently in foster care: I
miss you very much and I’m trying to get services for you and your
classmates that you need and deserve (as I did my best to hold back
tears). Student: I know, I just want you back! it’s not the same without
you.
Inspired by our art teacher I brought yarn to make prayer shawls since
from the looks of things divine intervention is the only thing that will
get us a fair contract and back in our classrooms while the art teacher continues to work on pencil scarves she is selling in light of our
6th day without pay. A colleague’s pastor was kind enough to let us
know she and her faith community were praying for us and then offered to pray with us! Lord PLEASE bring both sides to the table with
open hearts to finalize a fair contract. Let each side listen and discern
how to navigate through these choppy waters of “one upping” each
other and bring a swift resolution to this strike.
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Day 9 of the CTU Strike - Day 7 on the Picket Line - October 25, 2019

Day 15 of the CTU Strike - Day 11 on the Picket Line - October 31, 2019

The number of staff on the line is beginning to lessen; the 6:30am walks to our
post and then to my car feel longer and
riddled with doubt and concern. But
this morning, some of us had new signs
including our bilingual speech pathologist’s sign along with our art teacher’s
continuous signs thanking our community for their support that encouraged me.

We were asked to march downtown again around City Hall. Our numbers are MUCH smaller both at my school and downtown. It was so
cold that the rain from the day before had flags frozen in place. HOWEVER, THIS WAS IT, for now. By 1:00pm we received the news that
there was a tentative agreement INCLUDING the Mayor agreeing to
make up 5 of the 11 days missed from the strike, fewer than 24 hours
before our health insurance was to be taken away. We aren’t out of
the woods yet as the contract is STILL waiting to be voted on November 20th, but we were FINALLY going BACK TO SCHOOL!

Day 12 of the CTU Strike - Day 8 on the Picket Line - October 28, 2019

November 1, 2019 - First Day Back!

My social media post:

We returned to work on Friday, the
day after Halloween and two weeks
out of school. Attendance was quite
low but we felt great relief at being
back to work; we very much appreciated the welcome from our principal,
assistant principals and staff.

None of us WANT to be on strike. Many of us are parents whose children are ALSO missing days from school.
Many of us are concerned about the impact of continued days without pay. Don’t get me started on facing the prospect of our health
insurance being taken away at the end of this week! While MOST of
the communities and neighborhoods have been supportive...
We have been spat on, had things yelled at us and thrown at us, had
sleepless or restless nights, and are STUCK between CPS and CTU until a contract is agreed upon as we stand outside and wonder what
the future holds for our students, families, coworkers and ourselves.
I brought supplies to write notes to our students, to share how much
we miss them and look forward to being back with them! Morale was
brought up a bit by this activity but the strike continues to take a toll
overall. In addition, with each day of the strike I’ve learned to stand a
little further away from the curb because we
have ZERO idea what will be thrown at us.
Today, someone who is clearly against the
strike threw SEVERAL papers out the window as he/she approached us...and enjoyed
wasting paper to show it. I even found several papers as I walked 2 blocks back to my car.

Day 13 of the CTU Strike - Day 9 on the Picket Line - October 29, 2019
Cold, rainy and tired...had us walking the streets of a new development called Lincoln Yards.
CTU House of Delegates meeting scheduled for 6:00pm with the
Mayor and CPS standing firm on no morning prep as requested by
teachers and waiting to see what is decided!

Day 14 of the CTU Strike - Day 10 on the Picket Line - October 30,
2019
My personal plea to Mayor Lightfoot and Dr. Jackson: PLEASE do not
continue to make us the bad guys by misleading the public like you
did yesterday with the House of Delegates meeting. Everyone take
a deep cleansing breath...Come to the table with fresh eyes to see
and ears to listen to each other, Create a fair contract, and do the one
thing we ALL agree we want. Get our students, teachers and staff
back in the classrooms ASAP!

While some have voiced concern and disdain for social media, I argue
that the use of social media, along with much in life, if used responsibly is not evil, but instead, connects people near and far. I needed to
know we were not alone. We gathered information and were alerted
to our next steps both from Chicago Public Schools as well as the Chicago Teachers’ Union. THANK YOU to the many who wrote and sent
messages of support and encouragement throughout the strike!
As I shared before, we officially don’t have a contract until we vote
on November 20th. Some CTU members are upset that the days of
missed work and school for them, their students and children may
not have a huge impact on them personally as the majority of work
that the tentative contract agreed to will go to the neediest schools
over the next 5 years. Others would rather continue the work stoppage until more services are added to the contract.
Personally, I see and sympathize with both sides. I see the side of CPS
and the hours of work put in by people like my cousin, Chief Financial Officer for the Chicago Public Schools Arnaldo Rivera, who was
at Grace in May for my son Felipe’s confirmation service. His wife is
a Chicago Public Schools teacher and their daughter also attends a
Chicago Public School. As a former 1st grade teacher with CPS, he
can empathize with what a strike does to students, faculty and staff.
And I can also see the side of the Chicago Teachers Union and know
that if we had not gone on strike, the things that are currently in the
tentative contract wouldn’t have been included.
However, there must be another way, with more effort and sense of
urgency made PRIOR to work stoppage to sustain the necessary services and changes this tentative agreement offers. It is not perfect,
neither side is “happy,” but all recognize it is at least better than the
previous contract. We pray
that we can continue to
teach, learn, work and serve
the students in the Chicago
Public Schools.
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NAACP Freedom Fund Awards
Another beautiful NAACP Freedom Fund Awards dinner with an
amazing keynote address by Reverend Dr. Otis Moss III from Trinity
UCC. We were so pleased to be there to celebrate all of the awards
for Outstanding Service, especially for our Pastor Daniel Ruen, who
received the award for Religious Activism!

35 Years of Service for Connections
Connections for the Homeless recently celebrated a major milestone
– their 35th birthday! On October 31, 1984, religious and community
leaders gathered for an all-night prayer vigil to provide shelter for
their homeless neighbors. One of the young pastors is quoted stating, “We have only begun to fight.” The group gathered at what is
now affectionately known as Hilda’s Place where the doors have been
opened every day since. A reflection of their founding, Connections
continues to partner with churches, community leaders, neighbors,
and organizations to lead the fight to end homelessness in the region.

We appreciate all he does for Grace Lutheran Church, The Poor People’s Campaign and beyond! You’ll recognize some of the other very
deserving awardees: Dr. Kenneth Jones- President of Presence St.
Francis Hospital, Monique Parsons- President & CEO of the McGaw
YMCA and D202 School Board member, Dr. Lallene Rector- President
of Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary, and Susan Trieschmann,
founder of Curts Cafes.
Thank you to all the awardees for their important contributions!

In the last year, Connections served more than 1,500 people through
Eviction Prevention, Housing, and Shelter. One of those 1,500 individuals was Janet. Janet lost her job unexpectedly and was living on her
savings. She had a mortgage to pay and children to care for – funds
ran out quickly. Janet searched for resources, but she kept running
into barriers. A friend gave her Connections’ number. She reached
out and was surprised to hear that they could help. Janet qualified
for funding through Connections’ Eviction Prevention program. Janet
and her family were able to remain in their home. Unemployment is
the leading cause of homelessness and there are more families in our
community like Janet’s. Connections helped prevent nearly 150 families from losing their homes in the last year.
In early 2020, Connections will open the first shelter for homeless
women in the region beyond domestic violence services in partnership with First United Methodist Church. The agency is simultaneously increasing their capacity to offer more direct services for all program participants. It’s an exciting time to get involved and learn more
about the organization during their time of growth.
To learn more, visit www.connect2home.org/
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