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536 N. Main Street  

Bernville, PA 19506 

610-488-6702 

stchurchbv@verizon.net 

www.stthomasbernville.org 
 

 

Sunday Service Schedule 
 

Contemporary Service 

8:00 a.m. 

 

Traditional Service & Sunday School 

9:30 a.m. 
 

 

Interim Pastor 

Paul H. Auckland 
 

Director of Music Ministry 

Brian P. Luckenbill 
 

                                Facilities Attendant 

                               Shirley J. Shupe 
 

                               Office Manager 

                                Kathy A. Oberly 
 

  of ST. THOMAS   

MAY/JUNE 2021     Volume 56, Number 3 

                                                                           

 

June 14 – June 18 
9:30 a.m. to 12 noon & 6:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

 
Send your kids on a mountaintop adventure! At Rocky Railway VBS, kids 
discover Jesus’ power can pull them through life’s ups and downs. Rocky  
      Railway is filled with incredible Bible-learning experiences kids see, hear,    

          touch, and even taste! Sciency-Fun GizmosTM, team-building games,  
             cool Bible songs, and tasty treats are just a few of the standout  
                 activities that help faith flow into real life. Your kids will also  
                    participate in a hands-on mission project that will provide  
                     alpacas to families in need in Ecuador, South America.  
 

Your VBS Engineer, 
              Brian Luckenbill 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.stthomasbernville.org/


The VOICE of St. Thomas 2 

 

 
 

 

The CHURCH! Founded by Jesus two thousand 

years ago; commissioned by Him to make disciples; 

empowered by the Holy Spirit with gifts and power 

to accomplish the task; the people for whom Christ 

gave Himself to make His very own bride. Wow! 

The Church – a called out group of people from 

every part of the world to do the work that Jesus 

started during His time on earth. We are the 

Church! 

 

The Great Commission! Go into all the world and 

make disciples! Simple, right? History teaches us 

that mission drift is a common problem. It is usually 

unintentional. A church begins by making disciples 

but once it gathers many it begins to focus on the 

needs of the people of the church. Next thing you 

know – the focus is internal as opposed to external. 

Mission drift!   

 

Once that shift occurs the life cycle begins to point 

in a downward direction. At some point the church 

is forced to make some critical decisions. It reminds 

you of what Moses said to Israel – “I have set 

before you life and death…choose life.” If the 

church does that hard work to refocus with a clear 

vision, it can experience new life and launch into 

the future. If it fails and chooses to hold on to the 

past, then it is destined to close the doors. Currently 

about 7,000 churches close every year.  

 

 

 

 

St. Thomas has come to another critical moment in 

its long history. Church revitalization is the current 

term used to describe churches that chose life. 

Revitalization can best be summed up from John’s 

message to the church at Ephesus – 

  

“I hold this against you: you have forsaken the love 

you had at first. Consider how far you have fallen! 

Repent and do the things you did at first.” 

 

Church revitalization involves recognizing and 

repenting of the current condition as well as 

understanding how you got to this point. That is the 

hard part. Repentance is always hard because we 

must own our failure and my part in the failure. But 

it is vital to the process! 

 

As you go through this process it is critical to pray 

for your church. Much will be done over the next 

year and God will use the people of St. Thomas to 

recast a vision for the coming years of the church. 

God, revive us again! 

 

Pastor Paul 

 

 

 

 

 

June 6 

 

August 1 

 

October 3  

(World Communion) 

 

November 14 
 
 
 
 
 

If we dwell upon the harms that have been 
wrought on us by humankind, we amputate from 

our mind the power of dwelling upon God. 
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Spring has sprung! The spring bulbs are 

coming to life, trees are budding out and 

there is a lot of beauty in our gardens right 

now. 

 

Don’t you love how the seasons change? I 

was speaking to a young man, one of our 

delivery drivers at school, the other day about God, 

Jesus, the resurrection and the life! This is after he 

saw my “IWLPRAZ” license plate. It was a 

wonderful conversation, spoken between two 

complete strangers, yet our “family” connection 

was strong!! This encounter gave me a GREAT 

start to my day, and I felt so blessed all day. He was 

a couple of years younger than my son, and I could 

sense the Jesus in him, as I hope he could in me. I 

prayed for him as he went on his way and I had a 

smile on my face all morning because of this, as we 

say in VBS, God Sighting. I hope he delivers to us 

again! 

 

This is the kind of hope, the kind of stories that we 

as Sunday school teachers are wishing to impart to 

our young people. They don’t have to know all the 

big Christian words, the theological stuff that turns 

many away. They just need to know how to be 

authentic in their lives, really unafraid to show 

who they are in Christ. Know who Jesus is 

and what He did for all of us.  

 

We have moved most of our Sunday school 

classes downstairs again. Nancy still has the 

“Little Fishermen” in the loft in Beatrice Hall. 

A survey was taken last week in church to see the 

level of interest in starting up adult Sunday school. 

Hopefully this will get started in the fall season. 

Stay tuned! It’s a great place to be on a Sunday 

morning! 

 

May your days be filled with the knowledge of what 

Jesus has done for you! Be blessed on your journey. 

 

With hope in Christ…  

Jill Klein SS Superintendent 
 
 

 

SUMMER CAMPS 
Register your child/youth now to spend a week at summer camp and watch their Christian 

character grow.  Christian camps make Biblical values the foundation of their programming.  

They focus on the spiritual aspect of a child's life.  Attending a Christian camp encourages 

spiritual growth, a dynamic many families believe is missing in the lives of today's generation 

of youth. 
 

Our Sunday School Board recognizes the importance of a Christian summer camp program as a 

supplement to Sunday School. Therefore, children who attend our Sunday School will have half 

of their camp fee paid by the Sunday School for up to one week at an approved Christ-centered 

Christian Camp.  See Brian Luckenbill if you are interested in receiving this offer PRIOR to 

registering.  PLEASE NOTE:  PAYMENT WILL ONLY BE MADE DIRECTLY TO THE 

CAMP! 
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News from the Consistory 

 

During the months of March and April 2021 the 

Consistory received updates on the completed tech 

projects. Updates regarding the pending chimney 

repair and roofing project were also given. 

 

A decision to resume Fellowship time between 

services became effective in early March. The 

Consistory approved placing an additional Offering 

box in the balcony area. Also approved was the 

change in our electronic sign message identifying 

St. Thomas as Evangelical. 

 

Extensive discussion regarding the critical need for 

tech support at the video and sound desks occurred 

at both meetings. A majority decision was made to 

pursue the hiring of a part time Director of 

Technology for a limited number of months 

contingent on performance. The job description is 

currently being worked on. 

 

The Consistory welcomed interim Pastor Paul 

Auckland who shared his progress in learning about 

and working with the church staff and congregation. 

 

Center Consulting’s work with St. Thomas began in 

early April. An email, directed to St. Thomas 

Church members, was sent to provide the schedule 

for their process. There will be hard copies of this 

information for those who need them. 

 

Blessings,  

 

Paula Swanson, Elder 

 

  

 
 
 

The spirit of complaint is born out of an unwillingness to trust God with today. Like 
the Israelites, it means you are spending your time looking back toward Egypt or 

wishing for the future, all the while missing what God is doing right now. 

 

-Priscilla Shirer 

7:00 PM 



The VOICE of St. Thomas 5 

 

 
Due to the changes that we have had to adopt because of COVID-19, we will temporarily forgo printing a 

formal greeter schedule. Instead, thanks to the help of the deacons and other willing members who are in 

attendance at any of the two services, we will ensure that entrance doors are opened for you, and that you can 

find the bulletins and other information you seek, as we joyfully welcome you to worship. If you plan to attend 

services regularly at this time and would like to be part of this corps of volunteers, please let Peg Henderson 

know. She can be reached at 610-693-8039 or juncofan@yahoo.com. 
 

 

 
 

     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Serving in love in times of need 

 

Those of us on the Meals Ministry team are always looking to expand our corps of volunteers who provide 

meals for families or individuals in need. You can aid them in either of two ways: make a simple meal or 

purchase a meal from a local grocery store. If you feel led to help out, please see Peg Henderson or call her at 

610-693-8039. You can also email her at juncofan@yahoo.com. God bless you for your generosity.  
 

 
 

 
 

Sunday, May 9, 2021 
 

 

 

The art of mothering is to teach the art of living to children.  
-Elaine Heffner 

 
Breakfast meetings on the first Saturday  

of each month  

from 8:00 - 9:30 a.m.  

 

Upcoming: May 1 & June 5 

 

 

All are invited to join us in 

the sanctuary 

the first Friday  

of each month from 

7:00 to 9:00 p.m. 

for a time of 

prayer and praises. 
 

The next meeting  

will be Friday, May 7. 

 
 

mailto:juncofan@yahoo.com
mailto:juncofan@yahoo.com
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://nebula.wsimg.com/6bece22b4c65cb49403453c3b5c82b97?AccessKeyId%3D0ABD5456EB5E4D44DB38%26disposition%3D0%26alloworigin%3D1&imgrefurl=http://www.mtzionga.org/men-s-ministry.html&docid=fzEBWeEncfXvuM&tbnid=LAfUKiIFtrBtmM:&vet=10ahUKEwjhnOT958vbAhUPE3wKHdfRCykQMwjIASgMMAw..i&w=500&h=390&bih=747&biw=1536&q=men's%20fellowship%20clipart&ved=0ahUKEwjhnOT958vbAhUPE3wKHdfRCykQMwjIASgMMAw&iact=mrc&uact=8
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Adult & Teen Challenge is in need of calendars and greeting cards of all types: holiday, birthday, thank you, 

etc. Drop off in the box on the office door on Sunday or, the office is open Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. 

until 12 noon to drop them off. Please be sure to call in advance to make arrangements before stopping by. 

Thank you! 

 

 
 

 

St. Thomas parking lot 

 

10 a.m. to noon 

 

May 28 & June 25 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

BOOKS 

 

The Rock, the Road, and the Rabbi by Kathie Lee Gifford 
 

The Robin’s Greeting by Wanda Brunstetter 

 

To the Moon and Back, Love Story, Coming Home, and A Baxter Family Christmas by Karen Kingsbury 

 

The Cape Refuge Series by Terri Blackstock 

 Cape Refuge, Book 1 

 Southern Storm, Book 2 

 River’s Edge, Book 3 

 Breaker’s Reef, Book 4 
 

 

 
Sunday , June 20, 2021 

 

A good father is one whose only reason for putting down a laughing baby  
is to pick up a crying one. 

-Linda Poindexter 
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Everything starts and ends in God. He is the great 

Initiator. All creation came into existence through 

the sound of His voice. We know from Psalm 29:3 

– 5 in the Amplified Bible that “The voice of the 

Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; 

the Lord is upon many waters. The voice of the 

Lord is powerful; the voice of the Lord is full of 

majesty.  The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars; 

yes, the Lord breaks in pieces the cedars of 

Lebanon.”  

From the Passion Translation David bellows forth 

poetic praise to God from the same Psalm, verses 3 

through 11. “The voice of the Lord echoes through 

the skies and seas. The Glory-God reigns as He 

thunders in the clouds. So powerful is His voice, so 

brilliant and bright, how majestic as He thunders 

over the great waters! His tympanic thunder topples 

the strongest of trees. His symphonic sound 

splinters the mighty forests. Now He moves Zion’s 

mountains by the might of His voice, shaking the 

snowy peaks with His ear-splitting sound! The 

lightning-fire flashes, striking as He speaks. God 

reveals Himself when he makes the fault lines 

quake, shaking deserts, speaking His voice. God’s 

mighty voice makes the deer to give birth. His 

thunderbolt voice lays the forest bare. In His temple 

all fall before Him with each one shouting, ‘Glory, 

glory, the God of glory!’ Above the furious flood, 

the Enthroned One reigns, the King-God rules with 

eternity at His side. This is the One Who gives His 

strength and might to His people. This is the Lord 

giving us His kiss of peace.” 

God is so high and mighty, above us, yet also meets 

us through our hearts and spirits in intimate 

communion. Through the abundance of His Holy 

Spirit we are filled with love. We see ourselves and 

others through His eyes and everything changes! 

Instead of seeing faults we begin to call forth the 

gold that is inside of every human being. They are 

strengthened because they are affected by our 

prayers of peace toward them. We ourselves are 

also made strong as we receive God’s positive 

thoughts toward us. How plentiful these are! 

“How precious and weighty are Your thoughts to 

me, O God! How vast is the sum of them! If I could 

count them, they would be more in number than the 

sand.” Psalm 39:17-18 

That’s an immense amount of constant positive 

thinking. I challenge all of us to take time to tune in 

to this flow of God’s voice. Practice capturing two 

or three of His beautiful thoughts a few times per 

day. As we imagine thoughts so loving and filled 

with longing for us we are changed. If it seems too 

wonderful to receive, it’s Him.      

As we see at the end of Psalm 29, when God speaks 

we feel it in our spirits. He speaks to us in terms of 

peace. If you feel anxiety from a thought it is not 

God’s voice. As our Prince of Peace He can only 

speak from His place of complete shalom.  

He knows you, Beloved, better than you know 

yourself.  

Listen. 

  

Kathi Basehore 
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  1 - Ernest Ebling, Jr. 

  2 - River Adams 

  4 - Jeff Hirneisen 

 Andrea Hardick 

  7 - Glenn Perrine 

  8 - Jackie Haldeman 

  9 - Jeffrey Hardick 

 Margaret Smith 

11 - Jacob Travis 

12 - Alexis Hess 

 Joel Bond 

 

 

13 - Rachelle Hirneisen 

 Sylvia Snyder 

15 - Arlene Klinger 

16 - Brian Swanson 

17 - Mary Groff 

18 - Makayla Rioux 

 Jon Hoey 

19 - John Peter Carmelo V 

20 - Pam Graeff 

 Rose Ebling 

21 - Anna Mae Smith 

 

 

24 - Jennifer McCollum 

 Madison Henderson 

 Alyssa Himmelberger 

26 - Earl Graeff 

 Janice DeLong 

 Lois Perrine 

28 - Christopher Wolfe 

29 - Janelle Sterner 

30 - Spencer Watts 

 

 
     

    1 -  Marjorie Shiner 

    3 - Nathan Adams 

 Blake Bond 

    4 - Brian Luckenbill 

 Rebecca Burns 

    5 - Donald Wetzel 

    6 - Karen Tannous 

    7 - Thomas Stewart 

 Louise Rubright 

    9 - Lauretta Snyder 

 Cameron Wolfe 

 

  10 - John Burns 

 Heather Edgar 

  11 - Adam Beissel 

  12 - Marilyn Kissling 

  14 - Stephanie Troutman 

 Keira Henne 

  16 - Bridget Rhoads 

  17 - June Wenrich 

 Kim Kissling 

 Sarina Neiswender 

 

 

19 - Jeff Hain  

24 - Tanya Hess 

 Scarlett Seifrit 

 Gage Haldeman 

28 - Kelly Bower 

29 - Eric Hetrick 

30 - Mark Kiehl 

 Mary Bond 
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          MAY 
  1 - Jim & Kim Stricker 

  (28 years) 

  2 - Mark & Louise Kiehl 

  (18 years) 

  3 - Trevor & Nicole Brown 

  (13 years) 

  5 - Dave & Penny Himmelberger 

  (20 years)   

  8 - Ken & Donna Heffner 

  (28 years) 

  9 - Eric & Mildred Bross 

  (34 years) 

11 - Roger & Joan Steffen 

  (20 years)  

15 - John & Kathi Basehore 

  (45 years) 

 Michael & Mary Harcar 

  (22 years) 

16 - Philip & Alyssa Himmelberger 

  (1 year) 

21 - Timothy & Angelique Hussman 

  (16 years) 

 Jeromy & Krista Moore 

  (8 years) 

22 - Joel & Meghan Bond 

  (6 years)  

28 - David & Dawn Bond 

  (38 years) 

      

 

 

      

 

      

      JUNE  

   1 - Darrell & Diann Weishaar 

   (26 years)  

   4 - Thane & Ruth LaFollette 

   (33 years) 

   6 - Bill & Bridget Brandt 

   (12 years) 

      8 - Thomas & Candie Stewart 

   (19 years) 

 12 - Scott & Alyssa Bond 

   (11 years) 

 13 - Brian & Paula Swanson 

   (51 years) 

 15 - Henry & Sue Breidegan 

   (53 years) 

  Christopher & Ashley Staab 

   (8 years) 

 17 - Karl & Ruth Koenig 

   (21 years) 

 19 - Glenn & Shirley Adam 

   (22 years) 

  Jeff & Dianne Hain 

   (50 years) 

 20 - Adam & Amy Beissel 

   (12 years) 

 21 - Daniel & Louise Wolf 

   (46 years) 

 22 - Jon & Gale Hoey 

   (53 years) 

 26 - Brent & Heather Beissel 

   (11 years) 

  Jeff & Jackie Haldeman 

   (28 years) 

  Kerby & Bridget Rhoads 

   (33 years) 

 28 - Carl & Donna Houck 

   (35 years) 

 29 - Rob & Jill Klein 

   (8 years) 

 30 - Scott & Pam Graeff 

   (42 years) 

 

 

WEDDING SYMBOL 

This version of the Chi Rho features 

two interlocking rings on a cross. It 

symbolizes the partnership a husband 

and wife make with God as they 

unite. The Wedding Cross also 

symbolizes a couple’s commitment 

to grow together in God’s grace and 

love. 
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