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Bernville, PA 19506 

610-488-6702 

stchurchbv@verizon.net 

www.stthomasbernville.org 
 

 

Sunday Service Schedule 
 

Contemporary Service 

8:00 a.m. 

 

Traditional Service & Sunday School 

9:30 a.m. 
 

 

Interim Pastor 

Rev. Stephen Hollinger 
 

Director of Music Ministry 

Brian P. Luckenbill 
 

Facilities Attendant 

Shirley J. Shupe 
 

Office Manager 

Kathy A. Oberly 
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Easter Flower Order Form 

Order #1:  Tulip  Lily  (circle one) 

*                      
 

Order #2:  Tulip  Lily  (circle one) 

*           
 

Order #3:  Tulip  Lily  (circle one) 

*           
 

Ordered By:         

 

Total Flowers Ordered   Amount Due   
 

 

*Make sure to write the sponsorship information on the lines 

provided. 
 

 

 

 

2021 
Lilies - $7.00 
Tulips - $5.00 

 

Orders due 
March 21 

            
 

http://www.stthomasbernville.org/
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Dear “Church Family” Member, 

 

The liturgical season of Lent began on Wednesday, 

February 17th, “Ash Wednesday.” The season is 

actually forty-six days in length, ending the day 

before Easter. However, I suppose because “forty” 

is a so-called “biblical number,” the Lenten season 

is usually described as being forty days long, not 

including Sundays. 

 

The season of Lent has a specific purpose. It’s a 

time to prepare for the celebration of the 

Resurrection of our Savior and Lord Jesus Christ. 

Traditionally, therefore, Lent has involved 

“fasting.” In the middle ages foods that might spoil 

during a Lenten “fast,” particularly fatty foods, 

were removed from households on the Tuesday 

before Ash Wednesday. Consequently, that day 

became known as “Fat Tuesday.” In some places 

today it’s called “Pancake Day,” while in our area 

it’s known as “Fasnacht Day,” because making 

pancakes or fasnachts are ways of using up 

ingredients like eggs and milk and butter that might 

spoil. Keeping in mind that Lent is a season of 

preparation for Easter, the formal name for the day 

before Ash Wednesday is “Shrove Tuesday,” 

because “to shrive” means “to confess and receive 

assurance of forgiveness.” 

 

Over the years the true significance of “fasting” 

during Lent has been forgotten. Most everyone is 

familiar with the phrase “giving-up something for 

Lent,” but few people really know what that means. 

The Hebrew word for “fast” is “twoon,” and means 

“to cover the mouth.” The Greek word for “fast” is 

“nesteuo,” meaning “to abstain from food.” So 

“fasting” is always about abstaining from all food 

or certain foods for a “spiritual purpose” for a 

specified period of time. 

 

The “spiritual purpose” of “fasting” is to draw 

closer to God by changing our behavior, satisfying 

our desire for food or particular types of food by 

focusing our attention on God, meditating on His 

Word, and being attentive to things He wants to 

reveal to us. And the expectation of having our 

spirits impacted by the Holy Spirit becomes the 

motivation to succeed during a “fast.” It’s not a 

diet. It’s an amazing experience, and I encourage 

you to give it a try, though I don’t recommend total 

abstention from food without consulting your 

physician. Simply eliminate a food or foods or 

beverages that you will miss. It’s not too late to 

begin, and you’ll be amazed with the outcome. 

 

Praying you will have a satisfying season of Lent 

and a joyous celebration of the Resurrection of our 

Savior and Lord Jesus Christ, I am 

 

Pastor Steve 

 

March 28 
 

 

April 2 
 

 

April 4 

 

Services with Communion 

6:30 & 9:30 a.m. 
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Brrrr! When will it get warm again!! 

 

It’s a matter of perspective. I call my son in 

Arizona, and he is always quick to remind me that 

currently it is 75 degrees out there, and sunny, and 

no rain or snow. And I remind him that it is almost 

30 here--gray skies, and snowing every other day. I 

think it’s awesome to think about God’s creation. 

So very different-sunny and warm in Arizona, gray 

and cold in Pennsylvania. Yet there is beauty in 

ALL of creation. Love how God gives us such a 

wonderful world! 

 

And speaking of wonderful, Sunday school is 

moving right ahead with teaching our children and 

youth the greatness that God has given to us, 

through His word and His works. We are blessed to 

have the space to teach our children and blessed to 

have teachers willing to prepare lessons and be 

available on Sunday mornings to be with their 

students. 
 

We have started up our jr/sr high classes again. We 

meet downstairs in the youth Sunday school room. 

So far we have plenty of space, but I’m praying that 

more will join us! Right now our lessons are 

coming from a series from the “Skit Guys.” A 

timely video is shown and then the lesson is derived 

from that. Yesterday we talked about the Bible--a 

great place to start! Anyone from 7-12 grade is very 

welcome to join us at 9:30 on Sunday mornings! 

 

Be well, be safe, and may God continue to bless St. 

Thomas!  
 

With Christ’s love… 

Jill Klein, SS Superintendent 

 

 

SUMMER CAMPS 
Register your child/youth now to spend a week at summer camp and watch their Christian 

character grow.  Christian camps make Biblical values the foundation of their programming.  

They focus on the spiritual aspect of a child's life.  Attending a Christian camp encourages 

spiritual growth, a dynamic many families believe is missing in the lives of today's generation 

of youth. 
 

Our Sunday School Board recognizes the importance of a Christian summer camp program as a 

supplement to Sunday School. Therefore, children who attend our Sunday School will have half 

of their camp fee paid by the Sunday School for up to one week at an approved Christ-centered 

Christian Camp.  See Brian Luckenbill if you are interested in receiving this offer PRIOR to 

registering.  PLEASE NOTE:  PAYMENT WILL ONLY BE MADE DIRECTLY TO THE 

CAMP! 

 
Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meetings 
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Conclusion to the study of Revelation: 

 

GOG AND MAGOG 

Chapters 38 & 39 of the book of Ezekiel contain 

seven oracles regarding Gog and/or Magog. They 

are not dated but are set in the time of the Israelites’ 

return to their homeland after their captivity in 

Babylon. The oracles are as follows in Ezekiel: 

1. Ch 38:1-9   5. Ch 39:1-16 

2. Ch 38:10-13 6. Ch 39:17-24 

3. Ch 38:14-16 7. Ch 33:1-37:28 & 39:25-29 

4. Ch 38:17-23 

An oracle, as defined by Merriam Webster’s 

Collegiate Dictionary is: 1. One held to give 

divinely inspired answers or revelations, or 2. An 

authoritative or wise utterance.   

 

These oracles tell of Gog and his army, and how 

they will invade the Israelites with intent to plunder 

and destroy. (NOTE:  Pastor Dan’s presentation  

gave parallel views of the ancient text and modern 

news blurbs, utilizing overlaying maps of the 

ancient and today’s land boundaries to demonstrate 

how the stage is being set for this last battle. For 

example, the horde of invaders are from Sheba-

modern day Saudi Arabia; Dedan-southern Saudi 

Arabia, or possibly Yemen; Tarnish-Spain or 

Sardinia; Persia-Iran; Cush-Sudan & Ethiopia; Put-

Algeria & Libya, or Russia; Gomer and Beth- 

Turkey & the “Stans” countries. These countries 

line the Mediterranean Sea and/or surround Israel 

geographically, and are currently looking to Israel 

for her natural resources).  

 

We are not sure who Gog is. His name could be that 

of a leader from Lydia (modern day Turkey) or his 

name might be a generalized term for “enemy of 

God’s people.” He is, however, from the land of  

 

 

Magog, which is home to the Scythians, a ruthless, 

barbaric tribe from the north of Israel. Gog could 

simply represent all the invaders from the North 

who want to crush Israel, not to capture the country, 

but to take control of her many resources. (NOTE:  

Again, Pastor Dan presented October 2020 news 

updates, to demonstrate several issues that are 

setting the stage for this final conflict). 

     

But, this is actually God’s war, not Gog’s, as shown 

in verses 7-8 of Ezekiel 38-“get ready; be 

prepared….after many days you will be called to 

arms.” This is a divine summons, indicating that 

God is behind this war. This invasion is a divine 

action; not to conquer the Jewish lands, but for God 

to conquer all. The battle intends to convey that 

God is victorious over all and that He, alone, is 

supreme and sovereign over everything and 

everybody. 

 

Ezekiel’s visionary message emphasizes that God, 

alone, is the supreme sovereign ruler, and we are to 

maintain His temple. He goes on to describe the 

restoration of God’s people. Even though the temple 

is in ruins upon their return to Jerusalem, it is still 

not the end. God will restore the people if they are 

willing to stop rebelling against Him and he will 

bring them back to their land. The future temple is 

connected to the glory of God; whether in 

judgement in or grace. Everything God does is to 

reveal His glory.  

 

Chapter 39:21-29 states that the purpose of God’s 

war is to display His sovereignty over Israel and all 

other nations, and as a testimony to Israel’s 

disobedience and as a testimony of Israel’s 

restoration,  and God’s grace and mercy. 
 

Submitted by Carol A. Troutman 

 

 

 

 

 

  

7:00 PM  

 
7:00 PM 
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News from the Consistory 

 

Greetings to our St. Thomas Family! There have 

been two Consistory meetings in 2021. In the 

January meeting Consistory officers were elected. 

They are as follows: President-Ken Gehris, Vice 

President-Eric Troutman, Secretary-Jill Hayes, 

Treasurer-Clair Hess. Marge Shiner will continue as 

Assistant secretary and Brian Swanson will 

continue as Assistant Treasurer. The Elders reported 

on their continued efforts to identify an excellent 

Interim Pastor. 
 

The new security key fob door access was 

extensively discussed. A continuance of the present 

precautions re COVID 19 was validated. It was also 

decided to put the proceeds of one CD sale (in 

February) in the church checking account so that 

funds are available for 2021 tech projects. There 

was agreement to schedule an informal information 

meeting every 4th Sunday after the second service. 

The purpose would be to update the Congregation 

on progress, changes, etc. 
 

On January 14, an informational Zoom presentation 

on two ministries, designed to assist churches in 

transition, was given to the Consistory and members 

of the Senior Pastor Search team. 
 

During the February meeting, there was thorough 

discussion regarding a proposed candidate for long 

term Interim Pastor, Paul Auckland. Unanimous 

approval for his candidacy was given. Also 

thoroughly discussed was the need to contract with 

Center Consulting advisors group who would work 

alongside Pastor Auckland during the transition 

time prior to the hiring of a Senior Pastor. By 

majority vote, the Consistory approved contracting 

with Center Consulting. 
 

The Bylaws team will be reactivated to review 

needed changes/additions, one of which is required 

by the State. Upon recommendations from 

Treasurer, Clair Hess, revenue of sale from the two 

CDs cashed will be deposited into the church 

checking account. An update on the church roof/ 

gutter replacement and necessary chimney repairs 

was given by Head Trustee, Joe Whalen. 
 

The Consistory approved use of Beatrice hall for a 

Scout event and a FREE seminar in April. 
 

Thanks for your continued prayers and support 

during this challenging season. James 5:16 “the 

effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails 

much.” 
 

Blessings,  
 

Paula Swanson, Elder 
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“Next to the Word of God, music deserves the highest praise. The gift of language combined with the gift 

of song was given to man that he should proclaim the Word of God through Music.” - Martin Luther 

 

The way one lives out their faith may have many 

different aspects. For many of us, next to studying 

the Word of God and praying, Christian music is 

vital in our daily faith-walk. Many of you have a 

favorite music app, Christian radio station, or CDs 

to fill your day with inspiration and encouragement.   

 

One year ago, our choir was rehearsing our musical, 

My Easter Story, when choral singing came to a 

sudden halt. As Director of Music Ministries, I can’t 

fully express my feelings when I think about what 

the Church, and the world, have lost musically over 

this past year. I miss our choirs, our harmonic 

lifting of voices as one, and the weekly fellowship 

with fellow musicians. 

 

I continue to follow the studies that are being 

conducted during the past year on choral/vocal 

music to keep abreast of the most recent music 

research. Dr. Kyle Zeuch, Assistant Professor of 

Music and Director of Choral Activities at Lebanon 

Valley College, recently wrote to the opinion 

column of a local newspaper. He also serves as 

director of the Harrisburg Choral Society. I received 

permission from him to share a portion of his article 

with you as it makes one contemplate the place 

music plays in a variety of livelihoods. I hope you 

find this selected text from his article interesting as 

I did.  

 

When it is safe to do so, we need to sing again. 

“An NPR article from 2013 called “When Choirs 

Sing, Many Hearts Beat as One,” shared the 

findings of a study, led by Bjorn Vickhoff at the 

Sahlgrenska Academy at the University of 

Gothenberg in Sweden. The study tracked the heart 

rates of high school choristers and found that when 

the voices joined together, the heartrates of the 

singers became synchronized. Perhaps this scientific 

take on what it feels like to engage in the human act 

of singing in a choir is the “Feeling” that us choir 

folk have been experiencing all along, and is the 

missing link that we haven’t had since March 2020. 

 

“A new documentary entitled “Choral Singing in 

America: Nurturing the American Soul” is currently 

in production. It claims that 56 million Americans 

sing in a choir. Chorus America serves 6,000 

memberships, including choruses, individuals, and 

businesses across the country. What is it that so 

many Americans find alluring about singing 

together? It is, in part, the fellowship of singing 

with other people and the escape that singing in an 

ensemble can offer as a remedy to anxiety and 

stress. 

 

“When choristers lift their voices to join as one, 

Aristotle’s quote, “The whole is greater than the 

sum of its parts,” comes to mind. A choir is usually 

comprised of singers with a wide range of talent, 

experience, and life circumstances. In other words, 

with the exception of professional choirs, when 

someone contributes their voice to an ensemble, it 

creates something that is greater than what that 

person could create alone. 

 

“Words. Choral artists not only sing the notes, but 

get to match those notes with powerful texts. We 

can sing about anything that bolsters our connection 

(and our audience’s connection) to the music – 

unity, social justice, or religious beliefs, just to 

name a few. When the text of a song combines with 

the melody, harmony, and accompaniment, the 

effect of the music is amplified, which impacts the 

singers and the audiences for whom they sing in a 

powerful way. 
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“Why do we need to sing again when it’s safe to do 

so? We need to sing for the people that are 

hurting the most. The college student who suffers 

from anxiety and depression, which is eased when 

they can make music with their choir family. The 

lonely widow, whose main weekly social 

interaction is singing in the church choir. The 

elementary school child, with an abusive home life, 

who finds hope in the words of the songs at school.  

The professional vocalist who needs the income but 

also needs to get back to doing what they were put 

here on earth to do. The first-time homeless person, 

who has fallen on hard times and needs to 

experience something normal. These are real 

problems that real people are facing during this 

time, not merely inconveniences of the privileged. 

 

“Our world is divided and hurting. We need to sing 

to synch our hearts and begin to heal. When it is 

safe to do so, consider joining a choir. Your heart, 

your soul and your mind, will thank you.” 

 

Brian Luckenbill 

Director of Music Ministries 

 

 

 
 

 
 

2021 Vacation Bible School 
 

Time to get back on track!   
New updated VBS details coming soon! 

 
 

 

 

 

Always show kindness and love to others. Our words might 
be filling the empty places in someone’s heart. 

-Mandy Hale 

 

Norwegian theologian Ole Hallesby 

described prayer as simply letting 

God into our lives. God “knocks,” he 

said, “not only in the solemn hours of 

secret prayer” but “in the midst of 

your daily work, your daily struggles, 

your daily grind … when you need 

him most.” 

  

Prayer, added Hallesby, is as 

essential to life as air. “As impossible 

as it is for us to take a breath in the 

morning large enough to last us until 

noon, so impossible is it to pray in 

the morning in such a way as to last 

us until noon,” he said. “Let your 

prayers ascend to [God] constantly, 

audibly or silently, as circumstances 

throughout the day permit.” 
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I guess you could easily say that Grace and Dick 

have a bit of history with St. Thomas Church.  

Married by Rev. Kehler, in 

1963, they’ve attended and 

been active members of St. 

Thomas ever since.   

 

Grace was born on a farm in 

Penn Township and moved to 

a farm in Jefferson Township 

at an early age. She lived on 

that farm until she married 

Dick and they moved to 

Bernville. Grace attended a 

one-room school about a mile 

from her home. She walked to 

school most of the time, no 

matter the weather, and 

attended that school through 

the 6th grade. She then enrolled 

at Penn-Bernville (it predates Tulpehocken) and 

graduated from PBHS. Grace was very active in 

school activities and was class president, a good 

training ground for future responsibilities. She had 

held various positions in the banking industry and 

took evening courses at Albright College. Son Cory 

was born in 1965, and Grace stayed home to raise 

her son. Shawn was born in 1971. She likes to say 

she culminated her career as a Domestic Specialty 

Worker (cleaning lady) serving others for 25 years, 

until her retirement. 

 

Dick was born in Lower Heidelberg Township and 

at age 9, moved to Bernville with his parents and 

two sisters. Dick lived in a house built by his father 

and friends. I mentioned earlier that Grace attended 

a one-room school, but Dick, who lived in the city 

(Bernville),  attended a three-room school, and at 

age 13, had his first job before and after school at 

the local general store. He’s always been a big 

sports buff, and played whatever sport was available 

when he was in school. After graduation, Dick 

worked in plumbing and at Textile Machine Works, 

prior to being drafted to the U.S. Army. Dick was 

stationed in Germany and became engaged to Grace  

when he came home on leave. After the military 

service, Dick went back into 

the work force and retired 

from A.W.I after 30 years of 

service. 

 

Grace and Dick enjoy many 

hobbies. She’s a baker 

extraordinaire, receiving 

many blue ribbons for her 

tasty sweets. As a young 

woman, Grace sewed most 

of her wardrobe, and still 

knits baby caps for St. 

Joseph’s Hospital. She was 

president of the Bernville 

Women’s Club more than 

once, perhaps using the 

leadership skills she learned 

as class president in high school. 

 

Richard still enjoys his sports. He likes hunting, and 

just ask him about his golf game. Most likely he’ll 

have a story to share with you. He coached both 

sons in their softball teams and continues to be a 

member of the Bernville Area Recreation 

Association. Dick and Grace enjoy gardening and 

canning most of the vegetables they grow. 

 

They love to travel and have especially enjoyed 

their Alaskan land/sea cruise with high school 

classmates. For their 40th wedding anniversary they 

cruised to Nova Scotia. Most of their travels these 

days involve trips to Cory and family who live in 

the Poconos, and Shawn and family who live in 

Remington, VA. 

 

Listing all of their church activities these past 58 

years, since they were married at St. Thomas, is 

almost impossible. Grace has been involved in 

Youth Fellowship and taught VBS. She remembers 

when we had community VBS with Frieden’s 

Lutheran Church and Little Tulpehocken; she taught 

 

Grace & Richard (Dick) Reber 
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Sunday School probably 50 years, joined senior 

choir in 1968, has been very active with Women’s 

Guild, and faithfully attended Bible Study for many 

years.  Grace was an Elder for 16 years, helped with 

Good News Club (Child Evangelism) after school 

for about five years. She said it was very rewarding 

teaching Bible Truths to children, along with 

singing and memory verses. And, she faithfully 

attended Christian Endeavor, where families 

gathered on a Sunday evening for fellowship and 

Bible study. (Many of us of a certain age have fond 

memories of Christian Endeavor evenings in the old 

basement of the church.)  I could go on, but you can 

easily see that Grace has been a dedicated and 

faithful member of our church family for a long 

time. 

 

Dick attended Sunday School here at St. Thomas as 

a youngster and continues to be a member of the 

Adult Bible Class (Chapel Class). He was 

confirmed by Rev. Frank Ruth. Dick has served as a 

Deacon and a Trustee on the Consistory of the 

church and was involved with the 100th anniversary 

celebration in 1997 and opening of the cornerstone.  

He also attended the men’s monthly Breakfast and 

Bible Study led by Pastor Farrell. 

 

If all of that is not enough, I should mention that 

Grace has volunteered at Berks Heim since 1984, 

and serves as Chair and Secretary of the Board.  

They are both members of Bernville Grange, and 

guess what--Grace is President and Dick is Vice 

President. They are both members of the Berks 

County Pomona Grange and Grace serves on the 

Finance Committee. 

 

There is probably something that I’ve missed, but 

you definitely get the idea. This is a very active 

couple with hearts to serve.  Give them a pat on the 

back when you see them. They surely deserve it. 
 

Judy Guthier 

 

 
Due to the changes that we have had to adopt because of COVID-19, we will temporarily forgo printing a 

formal greeter schedule. Instead, thanks to the help of the deacons and other willing members who are in 

attendance at any of the two services, we will ensure that entrance doors are opened for you, and that you can 

find the bulletins and other information you seek, as we joyfully welcome you to worship. If you plan to attend 

services regularly at this time and would like to be part of this corps of volunteers, please let Peg Henderson 

know. She can be reached at 610-693-8039 or juncofan@yahoo.com. 

 

 

 
 

     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Breakfast meetings on the first Saturday  

of each month  

from 8:00 - 9:30 a.m.  

 

Upcoming: March 6 & April 3 

 

 

All are invited to join us in 

the sanctuary 

the first Friday  

of each month from 

7:00 to 9:00 p.m. 

for a time of 

prayer and praises. 
 

The next meeting  

will be Friday, March 5. 

mailto:juncofan@yahoo.com
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://nebula.wsimg.com/6bece22b4c65cb49403453c3b5c82b97?AccessKeyId%3D0ABD5456EB5E4D44DB38%26disposition%3D0%26alloworigin%3D1&imgrefurl=http://www.mtzionga.org/men-s-ministry.html&docid=fzEBWeEncfXvuM&tbnid=LAfUKiIFtrBtmM:&vet=10ahUKEwjhnOT958vbAhUPE3wKHdfRCykQMwjIASgMMAw..i&w=500&h=390&bih=747&biw=1536&q=men's%20fellowship%20clipart&ved=0ahUKEwjhnOT958vbAhUPE3wKHdfRCykQMwjIASgMMAw&iact=mrc&uact=8
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Serving in love in times of need 

 

Those of us on the Meals Ministry team are always looking to expand our corps of volunteers who provide 

meals for families or individuals in need. You can aid them in either of two ways: make a simple meal or 

purchase a meal from a local grocery store. If you feel led to help out, please see Peg Henderson or call her at 

610-693-8039. You can also email her at juncofan@yahoo.com. God bless you for your generosity.  
 

 

 

  

Adult & Teen Challenge is in need of calendars and greeting cards of all types: holiday, birthday, thank you, 

etc. Drop off in the box on the office door on Sunday or, the office is open Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. 

until 12 noon to drop them off. Please be sure to call in advance to make arrangements before stopping by. 

Thank you! 

 

 
 

 

St. Thomas parking lot 

 

10 a.m. to noon 

 

March 26 & April 23 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

BOOKS 

 

The Blended Quilt by Wanda & Jean Brunstetter 
 

A Simple Singing & A Faithful Gathering by Leslie Gould 

 

DVD 

 

The Chosen. The greatest story ever told is now being dramatized as a multi-season video production for the 

first time ever, and we have season one in the church library. If the DVD has not been signed out in the green 

notebook on the library desk, it would be on the New Shelf below the window. 

 

 
 

mailto:juncofan@yahoo.com
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We all know that Tampa Bay won the super bowl. I 

didn’t watch it but was interested to know who won, 

and why. My husband gave me a succinct 

explanation. 

 

“Tampa Bay’s defense was RELENTLESS,” he 

said. “This gave energy to their offensive line who 

then got lots of time on the field to score. Kansas 

City just couldn’t get anything going. Their defense 

was tired so their offense was off the field a lot and 

couldn’t score much.” 

 

I felt Holy Spirit’s excitement as I listened. I knew 

there was a message in this about prayer.  

 

We need the synergy of a strong offensive and 

defensive prayer life. Do you want to score 

touchdowns with God? Then spend time with Him. 

Our offensive line strategies must include laser 

focus on His Word and promises, praise and 

worship. These weapons in themselves tire out, cut 

off and destroy the enemy. We know we are praying 

to the Commander of Hosts because no troop 

movements are done, evil or good, without His 

knowledge. We gain strategies from God’s war-

room in order to pray effective prayers. We cannot 

do this without pulling aside to be with Him.  

 

After we receive from His Presence we are fully 

able to take defensive action as needed. We do not 

allow the enemy to continue his destructive actions. 

In James 5:16 God says that our untiring, persistent 

efforts in prayer make tremendous power available!   

 

We must be “relentless” and push back the enemy 

every time he tries to kill, steal or destroy. I pray 

read from The Passion Translation of Psalm 84: 9, 

11-12. “God, your wrap-around presence is our 

defense. Wrapping Yourself around me like a 

shield, You are so generous with Your gifts of grace 

and glory. We who walk along Your paths with 

integrity will never lack one thing we need, for You 

provide it all! O Lord of Heaven’s Armies, what 

euphoria fills those who forever trust in You!”  

 

Would you like to be on cloud nine with God? 

Euphoria refers to feelings of elation, even ecstasy. 

It comes from the Greek word “euphoros” which 

means “healthy” and also means “to bear.” As we 

bear something we allow ourselves to be subjected 

to something without giving way. We support the 

weight of and sustain the prayers Holy Spirit desires 

to bring forth. We thrust and press in. As we yield 

to His desires we produce massive eternal Kingdom 

fruit. It is being a good soldier in God’s army. It 

starts with dwelling in His Presence. As we fix our 

minds on Him, our prayer lives begin to accelerate. 

  

Remember this. Jesus goes before and behind us. 

He is our Shield (“offensive line) and our Defender 

(“defense”). As we receive His love, love Him 

back, extend it to others and spend time in His 

Word, we move forward in great, effectual, joy-

filled prayers and we know we have what we ask of 

Him.  

 

Let’s confirm the 

victory our Warrior-

King has already 

accomplished by 

purchasing us with His 

precious Blood and 

let’s do it through 

prayer.      

  

Kathi Basehore 
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  1 - Richard Messner 

 Eric Bross 

 Gary Brower 

  3 - Margaret Ann Henderson 

  6 - Mildred Bross 

 Jan Keeney 

 Jill Klein 

 Robert Hirneisen 

 Declan Hibshman 

  7 - Shannon Rollins 

 Tamara Devries 

  8 - Debra Weidman 

 Kari Wolfe 

 

 

 

10 - Linda Bartsch 

 Donald Triviets 

 Kendall Sterner 

12 - Larry Rentschler 

15 - Myrle Schlappich 

16 - Eliana Keeney 

17 - Elizabeth Ebling 

19 - Jessica Pinamonti 

 Chad Henderson 

 Renee Krause 

20 - Karl Koenig 

 Marcy Hibshman 

21 - Linda Degler 

 Jane Hardick 

 Garret Gehringer 

 

22- Kimberly Smith 

 Matthew Hetrick 

25 - Robert Walker 

 Arlene Sterner 

26 - Emily Rioux 

27 - Alli Himmelberger 

28 - Collin Hess 

29 - Rebecca Smith 

30 - Ken Marcinkowski 

 Ian Rollins 

31 - Josiah Sterner 

 Nathan Lutz 

 

 

 
     

    1 -  Shirley Berger 

    3 - Millie Graeff 

    5 - Alyssa Messner 

 Thomas Paulson 

    6 - Laney Staab 

 Logan Staab 

    7 - David Bond 

    8 - Jeffrey Luckenbill 

 Alexis Troutman 

 Shirley Saunders 

 Stephen Smith 

 Katie Messner 

    9 - David Darlington 

   

  10 - John Bartsch 

 Matthew Henderson 

  12 - Kyle Beissel 

  13 - Angelique Hussman 

 Jaclyn Burns 

  14 - Kolby Leonhard 

 Austin Fair 

  16 - Dennis Degler 

  17 - Marlene Good 

  18 - Jayme Burkey 

  19 - William Stickler 

 Kennadie Bond 

  

  

21 - Susan Breidegan 

 Ken Heffner 

 Louise Wolf 

22 - Thane LaFollette 

 Jackson Hussman 

 Connor Hussman 

23 - Lauren Moore 

25 - Richard Burkey 

26 - Paula Swanson 

27 - Mary Harcar 

 Bonnie Rentschler 

28 - Jim Barnett 

30 - Scott Kerschner
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        MARCH 
  2 - Charles & Scarlet Seifrit 

  (58 years) 

  4 - Russell & Beverly Hinnershitz 

  (43 years) 

  7 - Ken & Joan Marcinkowski 

  (51 years) 

12 - Larry & Bonnie Rentschler 

  (55 years)   

 Gene & Arlene Klinger 

  (55 years) 

16 - Craig & Beverly Stoudt 

  (47 years) 

19 - John & Linda Bartsch 

  (55 years) 

25 - Eric & Stephanie Troutman 

  (49 years) 

      

 

 

     APRIL  

   1 - L. Kevin & Carol Zellers 

   (49 years)  

   4 - Carl & Rebecca Geisinger 

   (15 years) 

 17 - Larry & Kelly Groff 

   (28 years) 

 22 - Adam & Kirstin Rabenold 

   (4 years) 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Love is patient, love is kind. It does 
not envy, it does not boast,  

it is not proud. 
1 Corinthians 13:4  
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Join us as we welcome 

SANDEEP MAITY 

April 18, 2021 

 

 
 

 

We are excited to have a Compassion alumnus with 

us for this special Sunday. Sandeep Maity grew up 

in India as a child in the Compassion program. 

 

Originally from Kolkata, India, Sandeep Maity is 

currently serving at Compassion International as an 

International Trip Planner and leader. He lives in 

Colorado Springs, CO. He is married to his 

beautiful wife, Kristina, and they have a baby girl 

named Mayla. 

 

With a degree in hospitality management, Sandeep 

previously worked as a travel coordinator for a 

soccer club. 

 

Raised in extreme poverty and, at times, living 

homeless on the streets, Sandeep’s childhood in 

Kolkata was marked with great sorrow, 

hopelessness and despair. Often going without food, 

clothing and shelter, he felt unlovable and forgotten. 

When he was seven years old, he was introduced to 

Compassion and it’s child development program at   

a local church - and that’s when everything began to 

change for him. Through the practical support he 

received and the loving encouragement from his 

sponsors, hope broke through the darkness and 

Sandeep discovered God’s matchless love. Being 

sponsored through Compassion made it possible for 

him to receive an education and a university degree, 

through which he began dreaming of a new future 

for himself and his family. 

 

Sandeep is honored to continue to partner with 

Compassion as an International Trip Leader. He 

leads International trips for Compassion 

International and is very passionate about pastoral 

and discipleship training in India. What a gift to 

help change others’ lives through the organization 

that changed his own life! He courageously shares 

his personal story to infuse hope in others who feel 

forgotten, shine light on the challenges of poverty, 

and mobilize difference-makers. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
For information about the cancellation of 

services, check WEEU, WFMZ-TV, the 

Church Website, St. Thomas Facebook 

page, or our answering machine. 
 

 

 
Making Christ’s love the center 

of our praise, teaching, fellowship 

and service. 
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WORSHIP SERVICES  

  

Sunday Morning - Contemporary Worship 

8:00 a.m. Worship Service 

  

Sunday Morning - Traditional Service 

9:30 a.m. Worship Service 

Sunday school in Beatrice Hall for children 18 and under  

   

 

FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
  
Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study - Held the first Saturday monthly. Men meet for great food and a time of 

Bible study and sharing.  

Women’s Guild - Monthly meetings and various projects such as apple dumpling baking, craft making and the 

Christmas bazaar offer opportunities for fun and friendship. 

  

Bible Study & Prayer Meeting - Join us on Wednesday evenings for a time of Bible study and prayers of 

concern or praise for church members, our church, and those in the local and wider communities. 

  

Sweetheart Banquet - Celebrate love and marriage with other married couples as we enjoy a catered dinner 

and an evening of fun. 

  

Service Opportunities - Service to our church and community is a meaningful and satisfying way to show 

God’s love and get to know your fellow church members.  No matter what your talent or interest, there is a 

place for you.  Opportunities for service include Children’s & Youth Ministries, Helping Harvest food 

distribution, Meals Ministry, Music Ministry, Visitation Ministry, Missions, Prayer & Praise, Evangelism, 

Greeter Ministry, Social Team and various other teams.   

  

Outreach Opportunities - These include Habitat for Humanity, Family Promise of Berks, Bernville 

Community Day, Al-Anon, Grief-Share and others. 

All activities subject to change pending COVID 19 recommendations. Check email and website for updates. 


