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All children 18 and under  

are invited to join us in Beatrice Hall  

during the 9:30 a.m. service  

beginning September 13  

as we kick off a  

new year in Sunday school. 
(see Sunday school superintendent article for details) 

 
 

 

Sunday Schedule 

Contemporary Service – 8:00 AM 

Blended Service – 9:30 AM 

Sunday School in Beatrice Hall – 9:30 AM 

Traditional Service – 11:00 AM 
 

If you are unable to attend services, please continue to join us at 

stthomasbernville.org for Pastor Dan’s weekly sermons. 
 

 
536 N. Main Street  

Bernville, PA 19506 

www.stthomasbernville.org 
 

Sunday Service Schedule 
 

Contemporary Service  

8:00 a.m. 
 

Blended Service 

9:30 a.m. 
 

Traditional Worship 

11:00 a.m. 
 

  

Senior Pastor 

Rev. Dr. Daniel D. Lute 
 

Director of Music Ministry 

Brian P. Luckenbill 
 

Office Manager 

Kathy A. Oberly 
 

Phone: 610-488-6702  E-Mail: stchurchbv@verizon.net                                           September/October 2020 

  of ST. THOMAS   VOLUME 55, NUMBER 5                                                                           

Develop a passion for learning. If you 
do, you will never cease to grow. 

 

http://www.stthomasbernville.org/
mailto:stchurchbv@verizon.net
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To say that our world has been hanging in the 

balance or more accurately, out of balance, is to say 

the least. As one of our dear senior saints told me, 

“Pastor Dan, everything is upside down and we’re 

hanging on for dear life.” I would add, “And 

whatever we are clinging to, outside of God, 

continues to change on a daily basis so that a person 

doesn’t know what to believe anymore.”  

 

As I continue to work through the COVID issues as 

a pastor, decision making has moved beyond 

intervention during a crisis to leading for the future. 

This is a complicated task because the church 

culture looks completely different. Three services, 

taping mid-week for the YouTube posting, masks 

on, masks off, no choirs, no major ministry 

activities, no youth group as we know it. Yes, the 

tasks have increased and changed, but I am most 

concerned about the body of Christ.  

 

Church growth expert, Thom Rainer, wrote a recent 

article called, “Five Types of Church Members 

Who Will Not Return after the Quarantine.” Here is 

a summation.  

 

1. The decreasing attendance members. 

These were your members who, at one time, 

attended church almost four times a month. 

Before the pandemic, their frequency of 

attendance declined to twice a month or 

even once a month. COVID accelerated 

their trends. They are now attending zero 

times a month. 

2. The disconnected church members. If a 

church member is in a small group, [or 

serving ministry] his or her likelihood of 

returning is high. If they attend worship 

only, their likelihood of attendance is much 

lower. Please let this reality be a strong 

motivation to emphasize in-person small 

groups once everyone feels safe to return. 

3. The church-is-another-activity church 

members. These church members see 

gathered attendance as yet another activity 

on par, or lower, than other activities. They 

were the church members who let inclement 

weather keep them from church but not their 

children’s Sunday soccer games. 

Commitment to the church was a low 

priority before the pandemic. They have no 

commitment in the post-quarantine era. 

4. The constant-critic church members. 

These church members always had some 

complaints for the pastor. In fact, your 

pastor may be dying a death by a thousand 

cuts. They are likely still complaining even 

though they have not returned to in-person 

services. Many of them will not return at all. 

5. The cultural Christian church members. 

They were part of a declining group well 

before the pandemic. They were those 

church members who likely were not 

Christians but came to church to be accepted 

culturally. Today, there are few cultural 

expectations for people to attend church. 

These cultural Christians learned during the 

pandemic that it was no big deal to miss 

church. It will be no big deal for them never 

to return. 

https://churchanswers.com/blog/five-types-of-

church-members-who-will-not-return-after-the-

quarantine/. Cited 8-10-20. 

 

I would add one more category:  

 

6. Those who genuinely desire to return to 

fellowship but are genuinely concerned for 

their health. It is not an excuse. It is a 

legitimate fear. We may never see the return 

of some of our senior saints or some 

families.  

 

Thom then adds, “Church leaders and church 

members, however, should not fret about these 

losses. Your local church has the opportunity to 

write its future on a blank slate, and these church 

members really had no plans to be a part of that 

future anyway” [With the exception of point 6]. 

Hard words to hear but true nonetheless.   

 

My hope and prayer is that someone reading this 

today will ask, “Is that me?” and perhaps make a 

positive change.  

https://churchanswers.com/blog/five-types-of-church-members-who-will-not-return-after-the-quarantine/
https://churchanswers.com/blog/five-types-of-church-members-who-will-not-return-after-the-quarantine/
https://churchanswers.com/blog/five-types-of-church-members-who-will-not-return-after-the-quarantine/
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To those who have zeroed out – we miss having you 

around. Coming together in community is not only 

a privilege; it is a command. We need you. We need 

your gifts. We need your encouragement. And we 

need to encourage and serve you as well.  

 

To those disconnected – we encourage you to find 

creative ways of connecting, of serving, so that you 

continue to find value in community. We have all 

had to adjust and find ways to minister. It has been 

the wake-up call for all of us but also an opportunity 

to think outside the box in fun and unique ways.  

 

To those who think church is just another activity – 

high school sports are [for the most part] cancelled 

but church is not. The Lord has given us an 

opportunity to re-evaluate our priorities. Let’s not 

squander the opportunity.   

 

To those who want to constantly criticize – we love 

you and we wish you well as you look for or attend 

another church.  

 

To those who were cultural Christians – God loves 

you, Jesus died for you; repent, believe, and receive 

Jesus as your Lord and Savior.  

 

To those who genuinely love St. Thomas but cannot 

attend – We love you, too, and we miss you. We 

understand and want you safe. Cards, phone calls, 

websites, YouTube, and emails are God’s gifts to us 

right now as we wait for this virus to settle down or 

the Rapture of the Church (preferred).  

 

Until He comes – in prayer.  

 

Pastor Dan  

 
 

 

 
In the sanctuary  

Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. 

Revelation Series 

 

 
Confirmation Class of 2021. If you have a young 

person heading into Junior High School this year 

and would like them to sign up for the 2021 

Confirmation Class starting this coming September, 

please let Pastor Dan know. We will be getting 

information on how we might accomplish this (in 

person or through Google Hangouts). 

 
 

 
 

St. Thomas parking lot 

4th Friday of each month 

10 a.m. to noon 

Ladies Bible Study 
 

 
 

What does it mean to be blessed? 

Do you consider yourself blessed? 

What are some of your blessings? 

 

A Ladies Bible Study, “Blessed, The Beatitudes,” 

led by Deb Lute, will be starting Tuesday, 

September 8, meeting every other week. The study 

will be offered at 9:30 - 11:00 am and 6:30 - 8:00 

pm. Due to the COVID-19 restriction the study will 

take place in Beatrice Hall which will allow us to 

properly social distance.   

 

If you plan to attend contact Deb at 610.816.1373 or 

ddlute@gmail.com. A study book, offered at no 

cost, is required. 

 

 

mailto:ddlute@gmail.com
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Psalm 122:1 “I rejoiced with those who said to me 

‘Let us go to the house of the Lord’” 

AMEN and AMEN!! 

 

Greetings and blessings to all of you!  

 

It was 14 weeks since our schools stopped being 

open. I have not seen my students since March and 

now I still won’t see them until at least November. 

 

And I know many of you have similar stories to 

share. Our connections SEEM to have been lost. 

Yet, our Heavenly Father KNOWS us. He KNOWS 

our needs. Psalm 37:4 says “Delight yourself also in 

the LORD: and He shall give you the desires of 

your heart.” 

 

Dear friends, do NOT be discouraged or dismayed! 

For the LORD your GOD will be with you 

wherever you go! (You should be saying Amen 

right about now!) 

 

So here’s some GREAT NEWS! It’s time to get 

Sunday school started again for our children! We 

will be starting Sunday school in Beatrice Hall on 

September 13, 2020, during the 9:30 worship 

service in Beatrice Hall. There will be singing (and 

dancing if you like!), a video, and lesson.  

 

We will have the tables and chairs sanitized before 

and after the children gather with us. Face coverings 

will be requested for all attending, including our 

staff. So if you have some kind of apprehension 

about safety, we will be following the 

recommendations set forth.  

 

We are SOOOOO looking forward to seeing any 

children from 18 and under who would like to have 

some fun and be with their friends on a Sunday 

morning. Please know that this whole situation is 

very “fluid” right now, so check out our St. Thomas 

Facebook page or the church website for any 

updates. 

 

If not, I REALLY hope to see you on September 13 

at 9:30 in Beatrice Hall! 

 

Blessings to you!  

 

Jill Klein, SS Superintendent 

 

His Kids Sunday School Class 

My name is Heidi Messner. Kathy Luckenbill and I teach the first through third graders in the His Kids’ Sunday 

school room. It seems fitting since years ago I also taught at His Kids Preschool in Reading as a preschool 

teacher. I enjoy working with children of all ages. Our current class of students is a joy to teach. They are 

excellent Bible readers, prayer warriors, and inquisitive learners. These children not only are talented at hiding 

God’s word in their heart, but are eager to act out Bible stories as well. Thank you for the honor of working 

with our future Christian leaders. 

 

Meet our new Financial Secretary, Shirley Saunders. 
 

Shirley has lived in Berks County for most of her life. She is married to Vaughn Saunders and they have two 

children and two grandchildren. She graduated from Tulpehocken High School and has worked in the 

accounting field for 35 years. She retired in 2018 as the office administrator of the Warko Group. Her hobbies 

are holding monthly crafting workshops, flower gardening and traveling throughout the US.  

 

A big thank you goes out to Donna Heffner as she retires from the Assistant Treasurer position. 
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Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meetings 

 
Note: Once the state COVID regulations moved us out of red, and church could again open its doors, the Crusader + 

Sunday school class study of Revelation was moved to the sanctuary and the class continued as our  Wednesday 

night Prayer and Bible Study curriculum. 
 

Chapter 16 brings us to the Seven Bowl Judgements-the pouring out of God’s wrath on the Earth. The seven angels, 

each holding a bowl, were given explicit commands from God. There is nothing in all creation that is not impacted 

by the wrath of God! 

 

Babylon, as Satan’s seat, is the capitol of the world at the end of the tribulation. 

 

Revelation 17-Religious Babylon destroyed (religious section/system of the false prophet). 
 

Revelation 18 -Commercial  (economics, geo-political) Babylon destroyed. The destruction of Babylon will rid the 

world of the major evils of the human race. 
 

Revelation 19 – this chapter transitions chapters 17 and 18 into chapters 20 through 22. It starts with a Heavenly 

Hallelujah Chorus, and there is a total of four “Hallelujahs” described in this chapter. This praise of the Lord is 

expressed as salvation, glory and power, signifying: God’s deliverance of His people, His glory, and His mighty 

power. 
 

Next to come is our invitation to the Marriage Supper/Feast of the Lamb, then Christ will come down to  a new earth 

to set up His eternal kingdom. 
 

Submitted by Carol A. Troutman 

BOWL POURED ONTO EFFECT SIGNIFICANCE 

1 Land Ties into Genesis People with the mark of the beast broke out in 

sores-like the plagues of boils in Egypt. 

2 Sea 

Was this the 

Mediterranean? 

Turned into blood Every living thing in the sea died = rot, stink, 

inability to eat. 

3 Rivers and springs All the fresh water 

turned into blood 

The only remaining sources of water are corrupted 

by blood, and will breed disease and pestilence.  

4 Sun The sun scorched the 

people with fire 

God took things we needed (land, sea, water, sun) 

and made them instruments of pain and suffering. 

The people still cursed  the name of God and 

refused to repent! 

5 The throne of the 

beast-source of evil 

power 

Beast’s kingdom is 

plunged into darkness 

The people gnawed their tongues in agony from 

the frustrating darkness (think cave), but still they 

cursed God and refused to repent. 

6 Euphrates River, a 

mighty river of the 

times;  a “border” of 

Babylon 

The river was dried up to 

prepare the way for the 

kings of the East 

The kings are coming to align with the Anti-christ  

in his fight against Christ.  Are these kings from 

ancient Iran, Iraq, Jordan, or modern Iran, Iraq, 

India, China, N/S Korea, Vietnam, etc.?  

7 Air The cities of the nations 

collapsed from great 

thunder, lightning, 

earthquakes….all 

indications of God’s 

great power and wrath.   

A voice came from the temple saying, “ It is 

done.”  Compare to Jesus on the cross, saying, “It 

is finished.” This is the culmination of The 

Tribulation.  
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Singing to The Beat of a Different Drum 
 

As we move into the fall season, it is difficult for me not to 

announce our regular start-up of a new season of music activities 

and choirs. As we continue to navigate directives, we will do our 

best to provide you with music in the safest way possible. 
 

We look forward to having our Jubilation Ringers (bell choir) 

begin rehearsal on Thursday, September 3rd at 6:00 p.m.  If you 

enjoy the bells and have an interest in joining us, please contact 

Amy Sterner. 
  

I have appreciated receiving a wide array of favorite hymn requests over the past several weeks. Please take a 

few moments to see that I receive your favorites to add into our Sunday services. I enjoy reading about the 

background of hymns. I’d like to conclude by sharing a hymn background based on one of your requests. 
 

Earlier in his life, a young preacher, Dudley Tyng was forced to resign from the pastorate for speaking out 

against slavery. Tyng continued ministering at revival meetings at a local YMCA hall in Philadelphia. In March 

of 1858 before him were 5,000 men packed into the YMCA hall. He was preaching on the text ‘You that are 

men…serve the Lord’. More than 1,000 of those men made a profession of faith that day. As part of his 

message that day, Tyng stated “I would rather that this right arm were amputated at the trunk than that I should 

come short of my duty to you in delivering God’s message.” 
 

A few days later, Tyng was involved in a tragic accident on his farm when his shirt sleeve was caught in the 

cogs of the wheel of a corn sheller. Tyng’s arm was amputated, from which he never recovered from shock.   

His last words to his father were, ‘Stand up for Jesus, father, stand up for Jesus. And tell my brethren of the 

ministry, wherever you meet them, to stand up for Jesus!’ 
 

Tyng’s friend and fellow-minister, George Duffield, was touched by these words and used his friend’s last 

sermon and his dying message to pen this hymn, Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus. 
 

Stand up stand up for Jesus, Ye soldiers of the cross; 

Lift high His royal banner, It must not suffer loss. 

From vict'ry unto vict'ry His army He shall lead, 

Till every foe is vanquished And Christ is Lord indeed. 
 

Stand up stand up for Jesus; The trumpet call obey; 

Forth to the mighty conflict In this His glorious day! 

Ye that are men now serve Him Against unnumbered foes; 

Let courage rise with danger And strength to strength oppose. 
 

Stand up stand up for Jesus; Stand in His strength alone: 

The arm of flesh will fail you -- Ye dare not trust your own. 

Put on the gospel armor, Each piece put on with prayer; 

Where duty calls or danger, Be never wanting there. 
 

Stand up stand up for Jesus; The strife will not be long: 

This day the noise of battle, The next the victor's song. 

To those who overcometh A crown of life shall be; 

He with the King of Glory Shall reign eternally. 
 

Brian Luckenbill 

 

GEORGE DUFFIELD (1818-1888) 
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I know that many of you who attend the normal 10:30 service love 

to sing hymns and have missed doing so over the past several 

months. For the upcoming services, we will need to refrain from 

using the hymnals and the words to the hymns will be projected on 

the screen. This makes it difficult to do our 10:30 Second Sunday 

Sing (hymn sing). So we need to change things up a bit. 
 

If you attend the '3rd' church service (11:00 a.m.), we would like to 

sing some of your favorite hymns. Please email your hymn requests 

to stchurchbv@verizon.net. We may not be able to use all the 

requests that you send us, but we will try our best. 
 

God bless, 

Brian Luckenbill 

 

                          
Camping for a Cause! 

In lieu of hosting families this year, we are running a Fundraising Campaign  

for Family Promise throughout the month of September. Family Promise of Berks is 

an organization that keeps families together, while providing assistance and services to 

stave off homelessness, or get families and youth back into safe housing. 

● Take the challenge: Pledge to camp out in your backyard every night, the week 

of September 13. 

● Post pictures on the St. Thomas Facebook page to raise awareness. 

● If you are able, please make a donation of any amount to Family Promise. 

(checks payable to St. Thomas, with notation to Family Promise). St. Thomas 

Missions fund will MATCH all donations! 
 

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so 

that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God.”  2Cor 1:3-4 

 

 

 

mailto:stchurchbv@verizon.net
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Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Project……COVID style! 

 

Operation Christmas Child Shoebox collection will be a little different this year (what hasn’t been?). 

Samaritan’s Purse continues to plan on distributing the shoeboxes in very creative ways! Children around the 

world need these “boxes of love” now more than ever! So, we are determined to 

support this mission project once again! 
 

The Missions Committee will be packing shoeboxes with pre-purchased items. 

Monetary donations are appreciated to assist in buying the items for the 

shoeboxes and to cover shipping. Due to COVID-19 we will not be collecting 

individual items like washcloths, soap, toys, pencils, etc. as in the past. If YOU 

(St. Thomas family and friends) fill shoeboxes that are packed by you 

individually, please bring the filled and labeled boxes to any church service on 

Sunday, November 15. At that time, we will pray over them. Volunteers will 

then take all of the prepared shoeboxes to a local collection center; Monday, November 16.   
 

Information about the Operation Christmas Child Shoebox project and information about how YOU can pack a 

shoebox will be provided through short video clips during both services throughout October and the beginning 

of November. You may use a shoebox of your choice or help yourself to specially designed shoeboxes 

purchased by our Missions Committee. Those shoeboxes will be made available in the church library in late 

October. Mailing labels and other information will also be available at a display table. You can check out 

www.samaritanspurseorg. Through this site you can submit the $9 shipping donation and print a tracking label 

so you can “Follow Your Shoebox” and discover the eventual destination of your shoebox gift. How cool is 

that? 
 

Here are a few steps to follow when you prepare an OCC shoebox: 

1. Find A Shoebox - Preprinted shoeboxes will be available in late October in our church library OR start 

with an average-size cardboard or plastic shoebox. If you want to wrap it, cover the 

box and lid separately.  

2. Girl or Boy? - Decide whether you will pack a box for a girl or a boy, and the age 

category: 2-4, 5-9, or 10-14.  

3. Fill with gifts - Select a medium to large “wow” item such as a soccer ball with 

pump or stuffed animal, then fill with other fun toys, hygiene items and school 

supplies.  

4. Pray - Most importantly, pray for the child who will receive your gift. You can 

also include a personal note and photo. 

5. Follow Your Box Labels - Donate $9 online and receive a label to Follow Your 

Box (/operation-christmas-child/follow-your-box/) and discover the destination of 

your shoebox gift.  
 

Millions of children are coming to the Lord Jesus Christ through Operation Christmas Child and the Greatest 

Journey. We encourage you to participate in the shoebox project in whatever capacity you can by donating 

items, making financial donations which help cover shipping costs and most of all praying for the children who 

will be receiving the shoeboxes.  

 

 

http://www.samaritanspurseorg/
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From the Secretary’s Desk 

 

Galatians 1:3 “May grace and peace be yours from 

God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ.” I 

am convinced there can’t be a better way to greet 

you, the family of God at St. Thomas church. It has 

been wonderful to personally see some of you 

gathered in our church building itself, and to keep in 

touch with those who are still worshiping at home. 

God’s LOVE expressed is so vital at this time, so I 

would personally challenge you and encourage you 

to reach out and let God use you to share the faith, 

hope and LOVE we have through Jesus! 

 

Here is a brief update regarding Elder activities and 

concerns during the months of July and August. 

Efforts to keep people connected continue. Online 

services, Pastor Dan’s blog, CDs of the services, 

sermon printouts are available to those not able to 

attend live services. The Adult Sunday school class 

(plus others) receive a weekly devotional. Phone 

calls, cards and emails are sent by the 

Congregational Care team as well as others. Thanks 

to all the tech team and many of you for 

encouraging our congregation to stay strong in the 

Lord and in touch with each other! 

 

Various measures to ensure the health and safety of 

the congregation have been reviewed and discussed. 

Pastor Dan’s recent video (posted on the website 

and viewed at the services) reinforced the safety 

measures currently in place. The Elders continue to 

discuss the vision moving forward for St. Thomas 

during this challenging time. 

 

The Employee evaluation process started in August 

and will involve job description-based self-

evaluation followed by team evaluation. COVID 19 

has impacted church activities and ministry 

opportunities as a church, so this will be taken into 

consideration. 

 

At the August 10 meeting, the Consistory 

unanimously approved a new policy for financial 

oversight, the “Accountable Reimbursement Plan 

for Pastors.” 

 

Some changes in personnel have occurred in the 

recent weeks. First of all, many thanks to Donna 

Heffner for her capable service as Treasurer and 

most recently, Assistant Treasurer. In that capacity 

she has this year been responsible for training two 

Consistory members to assume the role of 

Treasurer. Donna will be fully retiring near the end 

of 2020. We thank Thane LaFollette for his service 

as Treasurer and welcome Clair Hess into this 

position. We welcome also Shirley Saunders into 

the Financial Secretary position, and thank Clair for 

his work in that role.  

 

All in all, God is good! Let us all recall and rehearse 

the words from Psalm 121: 1-8  “I look up to the 

mountains - where does my help come from there? 

My help comes from the Lord who made heaven 

and earth! He will not let you stumble and fall; the 

one who watches over you will not sleep. Indeed, he 

who watches over Israel never tires and never 

sleeps. The Lord himself watches over you! The 

Lord stands beside you as your protective shade. 

The sun will not hurt you by day, nor the moon at 

night. The Lord keeps you from all evil and 

preserves your life. The Lord keeps watch over you 

as you come and go, both now and forevermore.” 

 

In closing, we thank all our church family for their 

prayers and support, we thank our Pastor, staff and 

teams who are faithfully ministering and supporting 

the functions of the Church as well as keeping us 

safe! Know that the Lord Jesus is keeping watch 

over you!  
 

Blessings to all, 

Paula Swanson, Elder 

 

One of the most sincere forms of respect is actually  
listening to what another has to say. 
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Sandy and Earl Bond both grew up on farms in the 

Bernville area. They attended school together, had 

their first “real date” at their Junior/Senior Prom, 

and the rest, as they say, is history.  

 

When they graduated from Penn-Bernville High 

School (now Tulpehocken), Earl attended the 

Wyomissing Polytech Institute, and went on to 

work at Textile Machine Works, one of the largest 

employers in the area at that time. He later taught at 

WPI and told me I should just call him “Professor.” 

Earl later worked at Peiffer Machine in Mt. Aetna, 

where he became Vice President and General 

Manager, increasing personnel from four workers to 

a staff of 40 by the time he retired, 30 years later.  

 

Sandy graduated from the 

Reading Hospital School of 

Nursing and worked for the 

Reading Hospital until she 

and Earl started their 

family. She later worked 

part-time at the hospital 

until she joined Peter T. 

Pugliese, MD, at his 

practice in Bernville. In his 

book, The Candy Doctor, 

Dr. Pugliese acknowledges 

Sandy and the nursing 

skills of the staff at his 

family medical practice.  

 

The Bonds were married at St. Thomas in 1959 by 

the Rev. Frank W. Ruth, who served as pastor of St. 

Thomas Church for more than 40 years. Parents of 

three children; Kerry, David and Sheila, Sandy and 

Earl still live in the Bernville area. They are thrilled 

with their 14 grandchildren and nine great-

grandchildren. Sandy’s mother, Lydia Haag, is the 

oldest living member of St. Thomas. At 101, she is 

living at Country Meadows and is pretty darn spry 

for her age.  

 

They have both recently endured back surgeries, but 

prior to that, really enjoyed golfing, fishing, 

gardening and 

raising all of their 

own vegetables 

together. When 

able, they still 

travel to Mexico, 

Belize, Europe, 

Australia/New 

Zealand and 

many states in the 

good ole’ USA.  

 

Sandy and Earl both attended Sunday school from a 

young age, and in 1954, were confirmed by Rev. 

Ruth. They have taught Sunday school, Bible 

school, and served on Consistory. They could be 

considered pioneers in our church 

since Sandy was the first woman on 

Consistory in the 1980s, and Earl 

was one of the original members of 

the Endowment Committee. They 

have been Monday morning 

offering counters for many, many 

years. As members of the original 

Crusader Sunday school class, they 

helped organize the Halloween 

parties, progressive dinners, Sunday 

afternoon hikes, and the Sweetheart 

Banquet.  

 

They did most of the design in 

the home they built and 

currently live in on Henne Road. 

Ask Earl about the dead tree 

garden he intentionally had 

installed when they built the 

home. He’d be happy to tell you all about it.  

 

Do you sense a theme here? Sandy and Earl do 

almost everything together. Sandy told me, “Here 

we are, almost 61 years of married life and we are 

still in love.” Now you just cannot top that!  

 

Judy Guthier 

 

 

 

Earl & Sandra Bond 
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Due to the changes that we have had to adopt because of COVID-19, we will temporarily forgo printing a 

formal greeter schedule. Instead, thanks to the help of the deacons and other willing members who are in 

attendance at any of the three services, we will ensure that entrance doors are opened for you, and that you can 

find the bulletins and other information you seek, as we joyfully welcome you to worship. If you plan to attend 

services regularly at this time and would like to be part of this corps of volunteers, please let Peg Henderson 

know. She can be reached at 610-693-8039 or juncofan@yahoo.com. 

 

     

 
Thank you to all who have donated calendars and cards earlier this year - they 

were very much appreciated. Adult & Teen Challenge is in need of greeting 

cards of all types: holiday, birthday, thank you, etc. Drop off in the box on the 

office door on Sundays or, the office is open Monday through Friday from 9 

a.m. until 12 noon to drop them off. Please be sure to call in advance to make 

arrangements before stopping by. Thank you! 

 

 
New fiction books added to the library by Jerry Eicher: 
 

• Land of Promise Series: Miriam’s Secret, A Blessing for Miriam, and Miriam and the Stranger 
 

• Peace in the Valley Series: Silvia’s Rose, Phoebe’s Gift, and Mary’s Home 
 

• The St. Lawrence County Amish Series: A Heart Once Broken, Until I Love Again, and Always Close to 

Home 
 

Thanks to generous donors, the items listed below--one DVD and several books--have been added to our 

collection. 
 

• DVD:  The Holy Land; Connecting the Land with Its Stories. This is a production by Our Daily Bread 

Films featuring John A. Beck 
 

• David and Goliath; Underdogs, Misfits, and the Art of Battling Giants by Malcolm Gladwell 
 

• Mayo Clinic Going Gluten Free; Essential Guide to Managing Celiac Disease…by Joseph Murray, M.D. 
 

• The New Strong-willed Child; Birth through Adolescence by Dr. James Dobson 
 

• Your New Money Mindset; Create a Healthy Relationship with Money by Brad Hewitt and James Moline 

 

 
Breakfast meetings on the first 

Saturday of each month  

from 8:00 - 9:30 a.m.   

(Next meeting: September 5) 

 

All are invited to join us in 

the sanctuary 

the first Friday  

of each month from 

7:00 to 9:00 p.m. 

for a time of 

prayer and praises. 

The next meeting  

will be Friday, October 2. 

(no meeting in September) 

mailto:juncofan@yahoo.com
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://nebula.wsimg.com/6bece22b4c65cb49403453c3b5c82b97?AccessKeyId%3D0ABD5456EB5E4D44DB38%26disposition%3D0%26alloworigin%3D1&imgrefurl=http://www.mtzionga.org/men-s-ministry.html&docid=fzEBWeEncfXvuM&tbnid=LAfUKiIFtrBtmM:&vet=10ahUKEwjhnOT958vbAhUPE3wKHdfRCykQMwjIASgMMAw..i&w=500&h=390&bih=747&biw=1536&q=men's%20fellowship%20clipart&ved=0ahUKEwjhnOT958vbAhUPE3wKHdfRCykQMwjIASgMMAw&iact=mrc&uact=8
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ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE/FUND, a brief history,  PART 2 

By-Law changes affecting the Endowment Fund 

compiled from Consistory Minutes and Herald Annual Reports 

 
January 13, 2002 – Special Congregational Meeting 

to approve the Endowment By-Laws as presented 

by Attorney, Dave Turner. 

 

January 15, 2007 – first noted Accumulation and 

Disbursements specifically mentions “to Missions 

Committee.”  

  

January 25, 2017 – Amend Endowment By-Laws 

C.2. re Accumulation and distribution of 

Accumulated Income… changes now read “  can 

disburse 4% per year of total market value (previous 

4 quarter average), with Principal not to be less than 

$500,000. 

 

December 2019. Remove those  bylaws pertaining 

to the Endowment Fund from the annual publication 

of The Herald  and hold them under “separate 

charter.”  As per original by-laws, no changes may 

be made without congregational approval.  By-

Laws hard copy kept in church office in The 

Endowment Committee Notebook, and an 

electronic copy is also kept in the Church files.  

 

ENDOWMENT FUND WITHDRAWAL HISTORY 

(Endowment Fund monies withdrawn and given for Benevolence since fund began. In 2019 quarterly 

disbursements were utilized to facilitate church budget prep) 

 

Year Year End Balance NP Stock/CDs To Benevolence 

2006 $438,594 $112,197 0 

2007 $522,487 $92,231 $20,000 

2008 ? ? $8,000 

2009 $511,499 $38,604 / $25,000 0 

2010 $584,371 $53,858 $12,500 

2011 $596,344 $57,276 $14, 950 

2012 $642,989 $65,521 $15,000 

2013 $660,684 $82,843 $30,000 

2014 $653,867 $80,157 $20,809 

2015 $603,727 $97,636 $25,000 

2016 $610,017 Reserve Endowment Fund 

created from sale of NP stock 

$20,000 

2017 $641,460  $22,000 

2018 $591,083  $23,500 

2019 $655,352  $20,000 

Total To Missions/Benevolence since Fund began, as of 12-31-2019 $231,759 

2020 (Approved withdrawal for Missions) $20,000 

 

Endowment Reserve Fund Year End Balance 

*This Fund was initiated in 2016 from the sale of National Penn Bank stocks. 

12-31-2016        $100,742 

12-31-2017        $107,441 

12-31-2018        $103,932 

12-31-2019.          $116,767 

 

Respectfully submitted by Carol A. Troutman, with grateful assistance from Kathy Oberly, Henry Breidegan, 

Earl Bond, and Earl Graeff.   
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  1 - Coralee Brown 

  3 - Pattie Kerschner 

 Michael Harcar 

  6 - William Straw 

 Deborah Rumbel 

 Louise Kiehl 

  7 - Roy Hetrick 

 Andrew Adams 

  8 - Kerby Rhoads 

10 - Karen Degler 

11 - Debby Wisniewski 

12 - Rebecca Wenrich 

 Earl Bond 

 

 

 

13 - Sally Marshall 

 Patricia Brimmer 

 Gene Davis 

 Caleb Smith 

14 - Rebecca Geisinger 

 Darryl Himmelberger 

16 - Celissa Kitchenoff 

 Dorothy Hoffman 

 Shirley Wetzel 

 Emily Ackerman 

 Brook Fair 

17 - Millie Lessig 

 Corrinne Wagner 

 Alyssa Bond 

 Chelsea Kramer 

 

18 - Nancy Lynn 

 Daniel Wenrich 

20 - Robert Luckenbill 

 Evan Keeney 

21 - Pat Miller 

 Aiden Smith 

26 - Denny Wisniewski 

 Diana Cock 

29 - Kayleigh Perrine 

30 - Richard Hoffman, Sr. 

 Douglas Burner 

 

 

 

 
     

    2 -  Tim Tannous 

 L. Stefan Troutman 

 Jennifer Stum 

    3 - Jim Stricker 

    4 - Cory Gassert 

    5 - Dorothy Meredith 

 Nicole Henne-Brown 

 Lisa Hetrick 

    6 - Pauline Paulson 

    7 - Glenn Lessig 

 Katherine Degler 

 Jean Luckenbill 

     

 

 

 

    8 - Kathy Luckenbill 

 Philip Bower     

  10 - Arthur Smith 

 Kaytlin Kramer 

  11 - Carol Zellers 

  13 - Roger Steffen 

 Lilliam Madeira 

 Rod Eaken 

14 - Kirstin Rabenold 

 Barbara Eisenbrown 

16 - Phyllis Krause 

17 - Doris Evans 

 

 

 

 

18 - Barry Himmelberger 

 Zachary Rollins 

21 - Russ Hinnershitz 

24 - L. Kevin Zellers 

26 - Scott Hetrick 

 Miriam Kripplebauer 

 Violet Hartman 

28 - Randy Weidman 

 Bridget Brandt 

29 - Kathi Basehore 

30 - Abigail Koch 

 Vaughn Saunders 

 

 



The VOICE of St. Thomas 14 

 

           
  

 

   

     SEPTEMBER 
  3 - Joe & Tracy Walsh 

  (37 years) 

  5 - Zachary & Katlin Kramer 

  (5 years) 

 Samuel & Jill Hayes 

  (6 years) 

  9 - Doug & Beth Mayers 

  (25 years) 

10 - Scott & Pattie Kerschner 

  (43 years) 

13 - Joseph & Kimberly Smith 

  (12 years) 

14 - David & Barbara Hannigan 

  (46 years) 

16 - Gary & Daren Zellers 

  (48 years) 

19 - Jeff & Rachelle Hirneisen 

  (39 years) 

24 - Bruce & Marlene Good 

  (60 years) 

25 - Randy & Debra Weidman 

  (38 years) 

26 - Earl & Sandra Bond 

  (61 years) 

 Dan & Heather Edgar 

  5 years) 

                    

      OCTOBER  
   1 - Earl & Millie Graeff 

   (65 years) 

   Vaughn & Shirley Saunders 

   (37 years) 

   3 - Keith & Jan Keeney 

   (39 years) 

  Joseph & Margaret Smith 

   (50 years) 

   6 - Darryl & Susan Himmelberger 

   (36 years) 

 10 - Michael & Christine Travis 

   (22 years) 

 13 - Daniel & Shirley Berger 

   (41 years) 

 16 - Daniel & Barbara Miller 

   (10 years) 

 19 - Jeff & Gail Stamm 

   (29 years) 

 23 - Douglas & Ruthann Woll 

   (16 years) 

 24 - Tim & Karen Tannous 

   (5 years) 

  Phillip & Kelly Bower 

   (39 years) 

 29 - Daniel & Rebecca Wenrich 

   (4 years) 

 
 
 

Love is patient. Love is kind.  
It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perserveres.  

Love never fails. 
I Corinthians 13:4, 7-8 

 



The VOICE of St. Thomas 15 
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WORSHIP SERVICES  
  

Sunday Morning - Contemporary Worship 

8:00 a.m. Worship Service 

  

Sunday Morning - Blended Service 

9:30 a.m. Worship Service 

Sunday school in Beatrice Hall for children 18 and under - begins September 13 

  

Sunday Morning - Traditional Worship 

11:00 a.m. service. 
  

 

FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
  
Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study - Held the first Saturday monthly. Men meet for great food and a time of 

Bible study and sharing.  

Women’s Guild - Monthly meetings and various projects such as apple dumpling baking, craft making and the 

Christmas bazaar offer opportunities for fun and friendship. 

  

Bible Study & Prayer Meeting - Join us on Wednesday evenings for a time of Bible study and prayers of 

concern or praise for church members, our church, and those in the local and wider communities. 

  

Sweetheart Banquet - Celebrate love and marriage with other married couples as we enjoy a catered dinner 

and an evening of fun. 

  

Service Opportunities - Service to our church and community is a meaningful and satisfying way to show 

God’s love and get to know your fellow church members.  No matter what your talent or interest, there is a 

place for you.  Opportunities for service include Children’s & Youth Ministries, Meals Ministry, Music 

Ministry, Visitation Ministry, Missions, Prayer & Praise, Evangelism, Greeter Ministry, Social Team and 

various other teams.   

  

Outreach Opportunities - These include Habitat for Humanity, Family Promise of Berks, Bernville 

Community Day, Al-Anon, Grief-Share and others. 

All activities subject to change pending COVID 19 recommendations. Check email and website for updates. 


