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 Rejoice always, pray without ceasing,  

give thanks in all circumstances; 

for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 
                          1 Thessalonians 5:16–18

 

               
 
 

Godspeed, Pastor Dan and Deb. Our prayers go with you. 
 

The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you. 
 

1 Corinthians 23 

 

 

 

 
536 N. Main Street  

Bernville, PA 19506 

www.stthomasbernville.org 
 

Sunday Service Schedule 
 

Contemporary Service 

8:00 a.m. 

 

Blended Service 

9:30 a.m. 

 

 

  

Interim Pastor 

Rev. Stephen Hollinger 
 

Director of Music Ministry 

Brian P. Luckenbill 
 

Office Manager 

Kathy A. Oberly 
 

Phone: 610-488-6702  E-Mail: stchurchbv@verizon.net                                       November/December 2020 

  of ST. THOMAS   VOLUME 55, NUMBER 6                                                                           

December 24, 2020 at 7:00 PM 

 
November 26, 2020 

 

 

           Details to follow. 
 

All activities subject to 

change pending COVID 19 

recommendations. 

Check email, website, and 

bulletins for updates. 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Thess%205.16%E2%80%9318
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Thess%205.16%E2%80%9318
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Thess%205.16%E2%80%9318
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Thess%205.16%E2%80%9318
http://www.stthomasbernville.org/
mailto:stchurchbv@verizon.net
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Since this is a forward motion article, I don’t have 

much to say except “Thank You.” My prayer and 

expectation is that you will grow and be blessed. 

Deb and I will have good memories to take to our 

next ministry assignment.  
 

I was asked by one of our deacons what I will be 

taking away from St. Thomas.  
 

Here is a small list:  
 

1. Deep and abiding friendships. To those who 

extended their hand to me and we 

grabbed…to those we extended our hands 

and they grabbed…it will be a life-long grip 

for many.  
 

2. Measurable growth…in numbers but most 

importantly, in people. We have had over 

thirty new members come into the family 

since our arrival and many others who re-

engaged their spirits to become amazing 

followers of Jesus. My dear wife said it best, 

“I don’t think we were to grow the church in 

size but to make a difference in individual 

lives.” I say “Amen” to that. A good 

reminder as we go forward.  
 

3. Wonderful leaders. When I came to St. 

Thomas the idea of an elder was a bit of a 

mystery. Today we have true biblical elders 

who are willing to lead. I am very proud of 

them and am glad to have some small part in 

their elevation. Leadership and leadership 

development is a must if a church is going to 

survive. The church needs to honor them 

more, pray for them more, encourage them 

more, serve with them more. Murmuring 

and complaining are sinful actions towards 

God’s appointed.  
 

4. People want to be spiritually fed. Perpetual 

spiritual infants want spiritual milk and have 

no desire for the deeper things of God. I give 

thanks that there was a group of St. Thomas 

that desired the deeper things – especially 

my Sunday School class and Wednesday 

night group. They’ve been a blessing. I hope 

that I have taught them that steak is good, 

especially when you cook it yourself.  
 

5. Christianity is a relationship with Almighty 

God through His Son, Jesus but some 

confuse this with a religious spirit and the 

fruit of such is ungodly behavior. I think this 

is one of St. Thomas’ challenges. Good 

people who are doing good things but don’t 

really understand what it means to be a 

follower of Christ. Fortunately, after four 

years of bringing a relationship message, 

many are getting it and pursuing it. I pray 

that it will continue.  
 

6. Unresolved conflict over the years, if not 

taken care of at the time of the offense, will 

be a cancer in the body of Jesus. I hope there 

continues to be some spiritual surgery and 

divine healing for the greater good of the 

kingdom.  
 

7. Seasons. I have once again been reminded 

that ministry has seasons. Change is always 

on the horizon for pastors and for church 

families. I often wonder if the reason is so 

that we don’t depend heavily on any one 

person but keep our eyes on Jesus, the 

author and finisher of our faith and divine 

head.  
 

I close with a seasonal blessing:  
 

“May the Lord bless and keep you. May the Lord 

make his face shine upon you and be gracious to 

you. May he lift his countenance toward you and 

give you peace. And may you have a thankful and 

joyful spirit toward God and toward each other as 

you head into this season of Thanksgiving and 

Advent.” 
 

It has been a pleasure to serve you and love you in 

the name of Jesus.  
 

Blessings,  
 

Pastor Dan  
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The weather is cooler, the 

leaves are glorious colors, and 

God is STILL on the throne! 

 

Life takes LOTS of twists and 

turns, especially it seems in 

2020! God is faithful and 

desires the best for His children and I want to let 

you all know that St. Thomas 

Sunday school is blessed! We are 

having a great time in our children’s 

Sunday school class and it is a 

delight to be working with our 

young people. 

 

Our most recent lessons have been 

entitled “God’s Plan for Me.” 

 

Week 1- What Am I Good At   

Week 2- What I Care About 

Week 3- What I’ve Been Through 

 

Each week we watch a Konnect 

HQ video, have a lesson based 

on different themes and Bible 

stories, group activities, and 

songs. I believe that the children 

are enjoying this format, and it is 

so much fun to listen to how 

much they are learning! Parents, you should be very 

proud of your children! 

 

Our next series is called “Supernatural” and the 

lessons are: 

  

Week 1- Miracles   

Week 2-How to be Powerful 

Week 3- Heaven   

Week 4-How to Fight Spiritually 

 

With the departure of Pastor Dan and Deb 

for their new adventure, I want to assure 

you that our Sunday school program for 

the children will continue. 

 

The Christian education of our youth is 

needed now more than ever, especially as 

we see the day of Christ’s return 

approaching.  

 

So keep sending your children and we’ll keep 

having GOOD fun with them! 

 

Blessings to you in Jesus’ name,  

 

Jill Klein, SS Superintendent 
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Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meetings 

 
THE THOUSAND YEARS - REVELATION 20 

Some take this time  as literally 1,000 years and 

some as a metaphorically long, undetermined time.  

Satan is bound for, and loosed after, 1,000 years;  

he is then cast into the lake of fire; God has his final 

judgement. (Revelation 4-5) This time frame has 

three views: 

• A-millennial - The present reign of Christ in 

heaven over the souls of the dead believers, 

and in the hearts of the living believers. The 

fire coming down is symbolic of Christ’s 2nd 

coming; there is no tribulation, just a 2nd 

coming of Christ. 

• Pre-millennial - Christ will reign on earth 

for 1,000 years,  with his saints and angels 

in Jerusalem. This kingdom on earth is 

righteous, peaceful, and tranquil. The 

wicked dead are not yet raised; the heart of 

man is still to be corrected. This viewpoint 

is supported via a literal interpretation of the 

Biblical text, and is in alignment with both 

Christian and Jewish expectations. 

• Post-millennial - suggests that the world will 

continue to get better until the whole world 

is Christian. This view offers little hope 

since these believers think they can bring 

heaven to earth by eradicating the power of 

Satan. 
 

THE GREAT WHITE THRONE 

When the Thousand Years are over, Satan will be 

released from his prison, and will go to the four 

corners of the earth with the intent to deceive and to 

gather people for his battle for supremacy. But there 

is no battle; fire came down from heaven and 

devoured them. God’s judgement is immediate; the 

fire is divine and destroys the persistent non-

believers and sinners.  
 

Throne is mentioned 41 times in Revelation; it is 

where God the Father and God the Son rule from 

this radiant place. The earth and the heavens fled 

from His presence, but there is no place for them.  

The books were opened; the Book of Life judged 

the dead according to what they had done…” a 

record of actions providing evidence of moral guilt 

before God. Each unrighteous, resurrected person 

was called to account based on his works, in 

contrast to those who are saved, not by their works, 

but by the work of Christ.” 
   

The sea, death, and Hades, anyone whose name was 

not found in the Book of Life, was thrown into the 

lake of fire, which is the 2nd death, or eternal 

separation from God. What happened in Genesis is 

no more; all is gone; there is only eternal separation 

from God’s blessings. 
  

It is the believer’s works done with the right heart 

motives that are judged; it is not because we are 

“saved.” Our complete unit-body, soul, and spirit -  

what we have done as a unit/person, that will be 

judged. T 
 

THE BEAMA SEAT of CHRIST 

The Believer’s Judgement 

The crowns of the believers are: 

• Life - Believers who keep their love of 

Christ, especially in the face of persecution, 

will receive this crown. (James 1:12 & 

Revelation 2:10) 

• Righteousness - Believers who long for the 

appearance of Jesus, and for heaven and 

glory.  (2 Timothy 4:8)  

• Rejoicing - Soul-winners-crown is for those 

brought to Jesus by us. (1 Thessalonians 

2:19 & Philippians 4:1) 

• Incorruptible - A crown of victory  and self-

control; we need to wisely choose those  

things of highest eternal value to Christ (1 

Corinthians 9:25-27) 

• Glory - Those who guide and care for God’s 

people, not because  of God’s will, but 

because we want to. Those who are eager to 

serve will receive this crown (1 Peter 5:1-4) 
 

We are not specifically told what we’ll do with 

these crowns, but Revelation 4:10 says we will lay 

our crowns before the throne, at the feet of Jesus, as 

an act of worship and praise.  
 

Submitted by Carol A. Troutman 
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Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Project 

 

And here we go - Operation Christmas Child Shoebox collection time is here! 

Church members’ and friends’ individually prepared shoeboxes will be 

collected during all three church services on Sunday, November 15. The 

following Monday all of our filled shoeboxes will then be transported to 

Community Evangelical Church in Sinking Spring for eventual transport to the 

Baltimore, MD, processing center.  
 

Here are a few steps to follow when you prepare an OCC shoebox: 
 

1. Find A Shoebox - Preprinted shoeboxes are available in our church library OR start with an average-size 

cardboard or plastic shoebox. If you want to wrap it, cover the box and lid separately.  

2. Girl or Boy? - Decide whether you will pack a box for a girl or a boy, and the age category: 2-4, 5-9, or 

10-14.  

3. Fill with gifts - Select a medium to large “wow” item such as a soccer 

ball with pump or stuffed animal, then fill with other fun toys, hygiene 

items and school supplies.  

4. Pray - Most importantly, pray for the child who will receive your gift. 

You can also include a personal note and photo. 

5. Follow Your Box Labels - This can be done one of two ways. Either 

donate $9 online and receive a label to Follow Your Box (/operation-

christmas-child/follow-your-box/) and discover the destination of your 

shoebox gift OR use the girl/boy labels provided in the Sunday bulletin 

or from the information table in the library.  
 

Thank you for supporting this mission project which ultimately blesses thousands of children all over the world! 
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Greetings from  our Sunday school. It is time for us 

to be preparing to put together our gift bags. We 

will need your help to make this possible. Please 

consider how you might be able to help us out. 

Every year we put together 40 bags that will be 

given to many in our church family and many 

others who might need a touch of Christmas cheer. 

If you know someone, maybe a neighbor or friend 

who you would like to take a bag to, please let Jill 

Klein or Jan Keeney know and we will see that you 

get a bag to take with you. 

 

We will be collecting things to go into the 

bags until Saturday December 5. The bags 

will be constructed on Sunday December 

6 and will be ready for distribution any 

time after that date. We have checked into 

any restrictions for our members in care 

facilities, and we are allowed to take them 

there to the front desk and they will see 

that the bag gets to the right person. For 

people that you might know personally, or 

members who are still able to be at home, 

we would ask that you might be able to 

take one or two and drop them off with a 

smile!  

 

Items we are looking for include small 

snack packets: chips, pretzels, crackers, 

cookies, juice boxes, applesauce, fruit 

cups, puzzle books, Christian literature 

booklets, etc. And if you do not want to go 

out and buy anything, monetary donations are 

greatly appreciated and 

we will go gather the 

things that we need. You 

can put any donations in 

one of the white 

envelopes that are in the 

pews and mark them 

GIFT BAGS. 

 

We ask that you would 

bring in 40 cards signed 

from your family. Every 

year we hear from our recipients that this is their 

favorite thing in the bags. Receiving the snacks is 

great, but receiving all the cards is the best thing 

ever. And since this has been a year like no other, 

we feel these cards will be a simple way to let them 

know that we are all still here praying for them and 

thinking of them with love. 

 

There will be a box in the library for you to drop off 

your donations. We have been doing this for a long 

time, and we couldn’t do it without your help in so 

many ways - from the snacks, to the cards, and also 

to getting the bags out to those who look forward to 

them. So thank you, in advance, for helping us 

again this year and making this project a fun time 

for so many! 

 

Peace and Joy to you all! 

 

Jan Keeney 

 
As we work to create light for others,  

we naturally light our own way. 
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From the Secretary’s Desk 

 

Galatians 1:3 “May grace and peace be yours from 

God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

 

We thank Jesus that He never runs out of wisdom, 

love, patience, strength, joy or mercy. We trust each 

of you are daily dwelling in His goodness, keeping 

your eyes on Him - Hebrews 12:2. 

 

With the October 4, 2020, announcement of the 

departure of Pastor Dan and Deb Lute, the Elders 

have been prayerfully meeting and considering 

measures to help our church family during this 

transition season. As this communication is being 

written, a Senior Pastor Search Team is being 

assembled, and provision for Interim Pastor services 

sought. The Elders will share the results of these 

efforts when conclusive agreements are made. Also, 

much thought has been given to the need for a 

larger technology support group to cover 

soundboard, website, online services, etc. The need 

for additional teachers for Bible studies/ministry has 

also been a concern. We hope to identify capable 

individuals with necessary expertise within our 

church family to help particularly with these areas. 

Let us know if you can help. 

 

We pray a rich blessing on Pastor Dan and Deb as 

they leave to serve their new congregation in 

Indiana. We thank them for all they have given to 

us and been for us during these past four years. May 

God richly reward them for their faithfulness. We 

send them out with Love! 

 

Psalm 121:8 “The Lord keeps watch over you as 

you come and go, both now and forevermore.”  

 

In closing, thanks for your faithful prayers, patience 

and kindness during this season of change. Know 

that the Lord Jesus is watching over us! 
 

Blessings to all, 

 

Paula Swanson, Elder 
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These two love birds certainly came from very 

different backgrounds. Rod (Roderick) grew up in 

Reading and graduated from Reading High School 

where he was captain of the golf team and won the 

state PIAA golf championship in his senior year.  

He received the first golf scholarship ever given by 

Penn State. After graduation he married and enlisted 

in the Army. Upon completing his tour with the 

military, he joined his father’s chemical company 

and moved to State College. Rod and his wife 

adopted two sons, Tom and Blair. In 1963, Rod 

joined Palmer Candy Co. and moved back to 

Reading. He stayed with Palmer for 25 years where 

he became Executive Vice President and part owner 

prior to his retirement. 
 

Mary (Mary Jane) grew up on a farm in rural 

Lebanon County. One of five children, she was born 

at home. After morning farm chores, she walked 

one and a quarter miles to the one-room school she 

attended, and recalls that on snowy days they went 

to school in a horse-drawn sleigh. After graduation 

from high school, she was trained as a medical 

secretary and later worked in social services with 

mentally challenged individuals. During this time 

she married and had two children, Rickey and 

Denise. 
 

Both Mary and Rod faced the trauma of the end of 

their marriages at about the same time. Rod had 

custody of his sons and Mary was 

mourning the accidental death of 

her son, Rickey. They met, and 

were able to help each other deal 

with sadness, with counseling 

from Rev. Dr. Richard Kehler of 

St. Thomas Church. 
 

Okay, Okay, here  comes the 

good part. “What started as 

helping each other became a great 

love,” says Rod. Ahhh, don’t you 

have goose bumps? They were 

married at St. Thomas in 1979. 

 

They enjoy numerous 

sport activities, 

including golf, skiing 

and trap shooting. 

Mary has won the 

Wyoming State 

Ladies’ Trap Shooting 

Competition and Rod 

has served as President of the PA Golf Association, 

and was inducted into the Berks County Sports Hall 

of Fame in 2002. They have been very active in the 

Atlantic Indians of Pa, a trapshooting organization 

where Rod has been a High Chief and Mary First 

Squaw, dressed in complete Native American 

regalia for participants’ events. 
 

Mary and Rod have been involved in many, many 

church activities all their lives. Mary commented 

that at one of the churches she attended there “was 

never unemployment.” There were so many 

activities and constant needs and jobs to be done 

that everyone had something to do. Sounds like St. 

Thomas, I think. The Eakens have co-chaired 

fellowship committees, marriage committees, 

church golf tournaments, and both are Stephen 

Ministers. Rod has served as an Elder, and both 

have been active with the Congregational Care 

Team. 
 

The love of their life, in 

addition to their children and 

each other, is Stormy, a Vizsla 

(Hungarian hunting dog). 
 

The other year at St. Thomas’ 

Light in the Night event, I 

thought I was seeing 

Pocahontas and Crazy Horse, 

but it was just Mary and Rod in 

their Native American outfits.  

It was quite a sight! 
 

Judy Guthier 

 

 

 

Mary & Rod Eaken 
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Due to the changes that we have had to adopt because of COVID-19, we will temporarily forgo printing a 

formal greeter schedule. Instead, thanks to the help of the deacons and other willing members who are in 

attendance at any of the three services, we will ensure that entrance doors are opened for you, and that you can 

find the bulletins and other information you seek, as we joyfully welcome you to worship. If you plan to attend 

services regularly at this time and would like to be part of this corps of volunteers, please let Peg Henderson 

know. She can be reached at 610-693-8039 or juncofan@yahoo.com. 

 

     
 

 
 

Adult & Teen Challenge is in need of calendars and greeting cards of all 

types: holiday, birthday, thank you, etc. Drop off in the box on the office door 

on Sunday or, the office is open Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. until 12 

noon to drop them off. Please be sure to call in advance to make arrangements 

before stopping by. Thank you! 

 

 

 
 

 
 

The Mockingbird’s Song by Wanda Brunstetter 

 

"God writes the gospel not in the Bible alone,  
but on trees and flowers and clouds and stars." 

~Martin Luther 
 

 
 

 

 

 

St. Thomas parking lot 

 

10 a.m. to noon 

 

November 13 & December 11 
 

 

 

 

 
Breakfast meetings on the first Saturday of 

each month  

from 8:00 - 9:30 a.m.  

 

Upcoming: November 7 & December 5 

 

All are invited to join us in 

the sanctuary 

the first Friday  

of each month from 

7:00 to 9:00 p.m. 

for a time of 

prayer and praises. 
 

The next meeting  

will be Friday, November 6. 

mailto:juncofan@yahoo.com
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://nebula.wsimg.com/6bece22b4c65cb49403453c3b5c82b97?AccessKeyId%3D0ABD5456EB5E4D44DB38%26disposition%3D0%26alloworigin%3D1&imgrefurl=http://www.mtzionga.org/men-s-ministry.html&docid=fzEBWeEncfXvuM&tbnid=LAfUKiIFtrBtmM:&vet=10ahUKEwjhnOT958vbAhUPE3wKHdfRCykQMwjIASgMMAw..i&w=500&h=390&bih=747&biw=1536&q=men's%20fellowship%20clipart&ved=0ahUKEwjhnOT958vbAhUPE3wKHdfRCykQMwjIASgMMAw&iact=mrc&uact=8
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  3 - Henry Breidegan 

 April Jonas 

 Teresa Burns 

  6 - Scott Bond 

  8 - Katelynn Ebling 

  9 - Aubrey Burner 

10 - Michelle Neiswender 

11 - Daniel Wolf, Sr. 

13 - Keith Keeney 

 Krista Moore 

 

 

 

 

14 - John Basehore 

 Katelyn Hussman 

15 - Courtney Burner 

 Fran Darlington 

16 - Oliver Messner 

18 - Kim Stricker 

 Tim Hussman 

19 - William Stickler 

20 - Darrell Weishaar 

 Myriah Troutman 

 Samuel Hayes 

21 - Joan Marcinkowski 

 

 

22 - Jamie Weidman 

24 - Dawn Weidman 

25 - Joe Hirneisen 

 Kira Adams 

 Jade Adams 

26 - Candie Stewart 

28 - Penny Himmelberger 

29 - Larry Groff 

30 - Jeffrey Becker 

 Robert Kripplebauer 

 Mary Eaken 

 

 

 

 
     

    2 -  Justin Stricker 

    5 - Shelby Kramer 

    6 - Carroll Snyder 

    7 - Michael Travis 

    8 - Laura Henderson 

 Jared Burkey 

    9 - Ernest Ebling, Sr. 

 Bryce Haldeman 

 Allison Strunk 

  10 - Mick Sterner 

 Heidi Messner 

 Gene Klinger 

  12 - Clayton Kramer 

   

 

  14 - Rachel Bross 

 Rebecca Bross 

 Audrey Gould 

 Austin Gould 

  15 - Michael Adams 

 Gail Stamm 

 Marilyn Burkhart 

  16 - Evelyn Fox 

 Tracy Walsh 

  17 - Joe Walsh 

  18 - Tyler Stricker 

 Salinda Wagner 

 Walter Focht, Jr. 

 

 

19 - Daniel Plato 

20 - Amy Sterner 

21 - Jason Leonhard 

 Sierra Wengert 

25 - Bill Brandt 

26 - Diann Weishaar 

27 - Courtney Luckenbill 

28 - Christine Travis 

30 - Grace Reber 

 Philip Himmelberger 
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       NOVEMBER 
  3 - Douglas & Courtney Burner 

  (8 years) 

  4 - Glenn & Deborah Rumbel 

  (25 years)   

14 - Louis & June Wenrich 

  (67 years) 

 Joshua & April Jonas 

  (33 years) 

16 - Richard & Grace Reber 

  (57 years) 

 Rod & Mary Eaken 

  (41 years) 
                    

      DECEMBER  
   8 - Gary & Mary Brower 

   (19 years) 

15 - Steve & Heidi Messner 

   (19 years)  

 25 - Gary & Louise Rubright 

   (12 years) 

 27 - Robert Walker & Tamara Gaston 

   (10 years) 

 29 - Denny & Debby Wisniewski 

   (47 years) 

 

   

 
 
 

Love is patient. Love is kind.  
It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perserveres.  

Love never fails. 
I Corinthians 13:4, 7-8 

 

 
 
 

The simplest prayer 

 

An eccentric blind man nicknamed Joybubbles reportedly loved Mr. Rogers so much he listened to 10 hours of 

the TV show daily until he’d heard them all. One night, when Joybubbles was in a kind of awake dream state, 

he said Mr. Rogers visited him and offered to teach him how to pray. 
 

Joybubbles protested that he couldn’t pray because he always forgot the words. To which Mr. Rogers said not to 

worry; the prayer he’d teach had only three words. “What kind of prayer has only three words?” Joybubbles 

asked. 
 

“Thank you, God.” Mr. Rogers replied. 
 

~adapted from The Wired Word 
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Answer from Page 3 
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WORSHIP SERVICES  

  

Sunday Morning - Contemporary Worship 

8:00 a.m. Worship Service 

  

Sunday Morning - Blended Service 

9:30 a.m. Worship Service 

Sunday school in Beatrice Hall for children 18 and under - begins September 13 

   

 

FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
  
Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study - Held the first Saturday monthly. Men meet for great food and a time of 

Bible study and sharing.  

Women’s Guild - Monthly meetings and various projects such as apple dumpling baking, craft making and the 

Christmas bazaar offer opportunities for fun and friendship. 

  

Bible Study & Prayer Meeting - Join us on Wednesday evenings for a time of Bible study and prayers of 

concern or praise for church members, our church, and those in the local and wider communities. 

  

Sweetheart Banquet - Celebrate love and marriage with other married couples as we enjoy a catered dinner 

and an evening of fun. 

  

Service Opportunities - Service to our church and community is a meaningful and satisfying way to show 

God’s love and get to know your fellow church members.  No matter what your talent or interest, there is a 

place for you.  Opportunities for service include Children’s & Youth Ministries, Meals Ministry, Music 

Ministry, Visitation Ministry, Missions, Prayer & Praise, Evangelism, Greeter Ministry, Social Team and 

various other teams.   

  

Outreach Opportunities - These include Habitat for Humanity, Family Promise of Berks, Bernville 

Community Day, Al-Anon, Grief-Share and others. 

All activities subject to change pending COVID 19 recommendations. Check email and website for updates. 


