
Good news everyone! We will be meeting together at the church this Sunday. It will 
look and be different than our usual Sunday services for a while, but we are on our way 
and will be able to see each other and worship together. We will be reassessing on a 
regular basis and so we can all expect to see enhancements, modifications, and 
improvements on a regular basis, all leading to normal meetings as soon as we are 
able.


The decision to meet, and more specifically what will be the protocol for our meetings, 
has been a complex process made up of many considerations: safety for everyone, 
being good citizens in the community, meeting the needs of our body, how will we 
worship, credibility of information available, etc. Within our body at Hope in Christ, we 
have people on all sides of this with their thoughts, ideas, and concerns. We also have 
a number of ‘high risk’ people. We as your elders have decided that we must put the 
safety of everyone as the first priority. We recognize that some of you will decide not to 
return this week. We respect your decision and we look forward to seeing you when it 
is right for you.


Remember: Our most important consideration is to be honoring to God, and next is to 
consider each other before ourselves. Mark 12:31. Jesus said this is the most 
important commandment. Mark 12:29.  In other words, put the concerns of others in 
the body before our own. This is what is most important to the Lord - a body of 
believers that is loving to each other - not if we get every detail right in the service. 


Please read through what we have planned for our services these next weeks. We are 
pretty sure that each of you will see things that you like and things you don’t like. The 
four of us fall into that category as we have many differing opinions.  


We have put together 2 plans for meeting on Sunday mornings: Meeting inside and 
meeting outside.  


OUR PLAN FOR THIS SUNDAY IS TO MEET OUTSIDE


Meeting inside:


Seating has been arranged with 6 foot distancing between rows and between same 
roof families. We have set up assigned seating in the worship center by ‘same roof 
families’ with allowance for visitors. This is essentially assigned seating so we ask you 
when you arrive to proceed to your individual seat if you are alone or to your families 
seats if you are together. 


While inside the building we ask that everyone observe the 6 foot distancing rule and 
that when arriving for the service you proceed directly to your seats once you are 
inside the building. Please exit directly at the end of the service. We will use the door 
on the front right of the worship center in addition to the main entrance doors for 
exiting. 




Masks are encouraged but not required inside the building. Masks will be available for 
anyone who does not have one but would like one. Sanitizing stations will be located 
throughout the worship center.


We will not have coffee time, and hand shaking or embraces are not allowed inside the 
building.


Singing. Due to the information available to us as well as the guidelines from the CDC, 
singing inside will only be allowed if you are wearing a mask, therefore masks shall be 
worn during the singing portion of the worship service if you sing. We know this is 
difficult at best, but reports have shown that this is an area that has greater potential to 
spread germs. Due to the distance from the body and each other the worship team will 
not be required to wear a mask during the singing portion of the service.


Any rooms that are utilized during the service will need to be sanitized in accordance 
with state guidelines, therefore we will not be using any classrooms or the rear 
entrance to the building. A room for nursing mothers will be available, as well as a 
room for parents who may need to have time with a child. These rooms will have a sign 
in sheet to know if they are used so they can be cleaned.


Offering can be placed directly in a box located at each exit.


Meeting outside:


Meeting outside allows us to be less restrictive, but it has different considerations. We 
will still need to be aware that, although less restrictive, we still need to follow these 
guidelines. 


Please arrange your seating with 6 feet between same roof families. Should you need 
to leave your seating consider those around you.


Masks are optional - wear them if you would like.


Singing will be allowed outside. Masks are not required. This is our primary reason for 
meeting outside as it has been shown that spread of germs while singing outside in the 
open air is much safer. 


Meeting outside is subject to weather. The decision to meet inside or outside will be 
made on Saturday due to the logistics involved. It will be posted on the church 
website, our Facebook page, and an email sent to everyone.


_____________________


Many of these things seem restrictive, and they are. It will be difficult to get together 
and visit without being close, but we are hopeful that things will improve quickly and we 



can modify or remove some or all of these in a short time. Even so, we will be able to 
meet together, talk together, have some fellowship together, and most importantly 
worship Jesus together. 

________________________


IMPORTANT!  


If you have a temperature or any flu like symptoms please do not attend our Sunday 
service. 


This at high risk should wear a mask if attending the service, inside or outside. Please 
protect yourself.


_________________________



