
Pastor Steve, and the elders, revived our current church policy considering Governor 
Sununu’s recent Emergency Order #74 (see link below), which is included for you to 
read. We spent a good portion of our time since then on this issue. Since we reopened 
our Sunday worship service we have done our best to implement policies that allow the 
maximum number of our members to worship together as a body. 
 
We understand that this has required sacrifice and selflessness from some, for the 
benefit of others, and are fully aware that there are many strong feelings on both sides 
of this issue. Through it all we have been encouraged to see our focus remain on the 
Lord first, honoring Him in all we do, and to see our attendance grow during this time. 
We thank all of you. 
 
 After much prayer, discussion, and consideration we are modifying our current church 
policy to the following: 
 
-  Please wear a mask when entering or leaving the building or whenever not 
seated. 
 
-  Once seated, masks can be removed unless you are unable to maintain 6 feet 
from  the person seated next to you who is not in your household. 
 
- Continue to wear a mask when singing. 
 
- Offer grace and understanding to those who are unable to wear a mask due to 
the exemptions listed in the Governor’s directive 
 
- Comply and understand with the necessity of six foot distancing for those who 
worship without a mask due to an exemption. 
 
  
 
The exemptions include; 
 
a) Educators, students, and staff within K-12 schools; 
 
b) Any person with a medical condition or disability that prevents wearing a mask or 
other face covering; 
 
c) Any person consuming food or drink or sitting at a restaurant or table to eat or drink; 
 



d) Any person engaged in physical strenuous physical activity; 
 
e) Any person giving a religious, political, media, educational, cultural, musical, or 
theatrical presentation or performance for an audience; 
 
f) Any person who is deaf or hard of hearing, and any person while communicating with 
an individual who is deaf or hard of hearing or who has a disability, medical condition, or 
mental health condition that makes communication with that individual while wearing a 
mask or face covering difficult; 
 
g) Any person obtaining or providing a service that requires the temporary removal of a 
mask or face covering; 
 
h) Any person asked to remove a mask or face covering to verify an identity for lawful 
purposes; or 
 
i) Any public safety worker actively engaged in a public safety role and when a mask or 
face covering would seriously interfere in the performance of their public safety 
responsibilities. 
 
 
 This policy is simple and easy to follow. We have limited space for people to 
congregate, enter and exit the building. The natural flow of people makes it difficult to 
maintain the 6 foot distance and it could potentially become more restrictive if we have 
to keep ‘looking over our shoulder’ and moving. While not one of us desires to wear a 
mask, doing so allows us to freely move about and fellowship. 
 
 We will do our best and continue to monitor and modify as we can, and pray that these 
restrictions will be for a short period of time. 
 
 Thank you to those who have taken the time to give us your thoughts, and thank you all 
for your grace. We have considered them all. As scripture teaches, ‘iron sharpens iron’. 
These are times that God uses to grow and knit us together as a true body of believers. 
 
 Please contact us immediately with any questions, comments or concerns. We are 
always available for you. 
 
  
In His Service,  
Hope in Christ Church Elders Marc, Paul, Todd, and Pastor Steve 


