
 
A STATEMENT FROM PARSIPPANY BAPTIST CHURCH  
IN LIGHT OF THE RECENT CORONAVIRUS CONCERNS 

Issued Tuesday, March 17, 2020 
Dr. Alan B. Brown, Sr. Pastor 

 
As concerns and fears grow surrounding the impact of the current coronavirus outbreak, 
Parsippany Baptist Church will continue to strike a balance between following sensible 
safety guidelines as published by our health and safety departments along with           
respecting the local, state and federal recommendations.  At the same time we will             
continue  to meet for worship and to carry out our ministry priorities to whatever extent 
seems wise, safe and prudent. The CDC has informed us that those most at risk include 
the elderly and individuals with diabetic and heart conditions. To date, the recovery rate 
among all other categories of individuals remains strong. However the final                               
precautionary decision will certainly rest with the families and individuals of our church.   
 
Travel and gathering restrictions vary between the White House recommendations and 
state and local municipalities. While the White House recommends gatherings of no 
more than ten persons, the governors of New York, New Jersey and Connecticut have 
issued restrictions calling for a ban on gatherings of groups larger than fifty. Specifically, 
these three states have ordered the closing of casinos, gyms and movie theaters as well 
as all non-essential retail, recreational, and entertainment businesses starting 8 p.m. 
Monday, March 16. Also, effective Wednesday, March 18, all schools will be suspended 
until further notice. Authorities have additionally urged that individuals not be on the 
roads between the hours of 8:00 p.m. and 5:00 a.m. 
 
Parsippany Baptist Church will comply with these guidelines in the following way:  

• We will adjust our usual Wednesday evening prayer time to accommodate small 
groups, with each group limited to ten individuals meeting together in separate 
rooms. We will invite our people to attend either a gathering to begin at 6:00 p.m. 
and conclude by 6:45 p.m. or a second start time to begin at 7:00 p.m. and conclude 
by 7:45 p.m. 

• We will adjust our usual Sunday morning schedule to accommodate the ban on gath-
erings of groups larger than 50.  Starting this coming Lord’s Day, Sunday, March 22, 
we will have two identical services. The first will take place at 9:30 a.m. in our                   
spacious auditorium, allowing plenty of room for the recommended safe “social  
distance.” We invite up to fifty persons to join us at this time.  A second meeting in 
the same location and manner will begin at 11:00 a.m. Please text Kathy Brown at 
(862) 812-0532 with your choice of either of these meeting times if you intend to 
come so that we may conform to the fifty-person limit per gathering. We anticipate 
live streaming our 11 a.m. service for those who feel the need to avoid being out 
during this time of increased health risk.  Please join us at 11:00 a.m. at  https://
tinyurl.com/vkeg4yo.  We will open our doors at 6 p.m. for our evening service.  Our 
usual Sunday School hour, all peripheral meetings (including our bi-weekly Ladies’ 
Bible Study), and church events will be suspended during this time of national                  
emergency or until further notice. 

 
As your pastor I will be available at the church a half-hour earlier than the new service 
times to greet early-comers. 
 
Our protocol, previously announced on Sunday, March 15, 2020, will remain in place and 
be amended as we adjust to changing conditions and awareness of improvements we can 
make. Currently we are taking all possible precautions to ensure clean, sanitary                          
conditions to the greatest extent, including these steps: 

• We have made hand sanitizer available in our church and now follow a protocol of 
sanitizing objects we most often contact with our hands in our meeting areas. 

• We will bypass our usual hand-shaking traditions for the time being. 

• Offering plates will be available on the back table as an alternative to passing the 
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plate for your giving envelopes as we continue sharing our tithes, offerings, and special gifts through this time of concern for 
special health issues.  We are planning similar arrangements for any services where we share the Lord’s Supper. 

• Future meetings and fellowship opportunities will be guided by this same commitment to the health and safety of our church 
family. 

 
What you can do to share our mutual responsibilities as believers in Jesus Christ during this crisis: 

• Pray for one another and the special needs that are likely to arise during these special circumstances. 

• During these turbulent times, pray for a powerful work of God in our hearts and in the hearts of so many with no personal 
knowledge of God’s saving power. Be alert to opportunities to share Christ with others.  

• Remain active in attendance and in service for the Lord to the extent that you are able and that our church remains available 
for stated services and gatherings. Those at particular risk should certainly take this factor into account. Those able and willing 
to come should still assess their own level of health (colds, etc.) so as not to expose others to any illness. All should carefully 
and prayerfully maintain a close relationship with the Lord in the midst of such irregular changes to our meeting times and 
should especially make it a point to communicate with our brothers and sisters in Christ, being alert to needs we can meet.  

• Although this crisis is forcing us to take extreme measures, the church needs to continue to operate to the glory of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  If you are not able to attend onsite, please consider mailing your tithes and offerings to our Church address:   P.O. 
Box 5365, Parsippany, NJ 07054.  The Deacons will make sure that they are added to the weekly deposit. If you have further 
questions on this or want to make alternative payment arrangements, please reach out to one of the Deacons.  

• I encourage you to join those already serving in the weekly church cleaning process, particularly with the increased                              
responsibility of sanitizing our facilities to prevent exposure to the coronavirus during this time. Contact Bruce and Kim                   
Christman to express your willingness and learn details.  

• Volunteers to assist in meeting the special needs of our widows, shut-ins and others with special circumstances should make 
themselves available.  Please contact Pastor Brown for more information. 

 
Philippians 4:6 steers all of us away from our fears and anxiety: “6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and                          
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all                                  
comprehension, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Paul also reminds us in  2 Timothy 1:7 that “God has not 
given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and discipline.” May the Lord keep our minds in perfect, spiritual balance as we 
focus on His greatness and His grace. 
 
In Christ’s Love, 
 
Dr. Alan B. Brown, Sr. Pastor 

 
 
 
 

 


