
3BC Family: 
 
In recent days, our national and state leaders have started the conversation of allowing us to 
begin the long process of returning to our usual routines of work, leisure and, most importantly 
to us, church activities. Obviously, the conversation is still in its beginning stages, and 
circumstances change daily. Yet, we are optimistic that our lives will return to normal over the 
next several weeks. We want to be ready to gather as a church, and we want you to be aware 
of the resources, criteria, and plans we have to make that happen. 
 
Please know that it is the desire of the pastors to meet for worship, Life Groups, and MidWeek 
activities as soon as possible. It is also our desire that we do so with as small a risk as possible to 
our congregation. 
 
We are constantly gathering information and input from many sources. We consider the 
guidelines set forth by our national leaders, but we are also focused on the leadership of our 
governor and state officials. The state recommendations consider the input from our nation’s 
leaders and apply them to our unique situation. For this reason, we are basing our decisions on 
information gathered from the state level. 
 
Guidelines from our national leadership that are of benefit to us are the Guidelines for Opening 
Up America Again. These are steps to “help state and local officials when reopening their 
economies, getting back to work, and continuing to protect American lives.” They are a guide to 
our state leaders, and they are helpful to us at 3BC.  
 
Phase 1 
 
Our plan is to begin worship only in Phase 1. We feel we can meet together to worship and put 
into practice mitigation guidelines that will help protect those attending. In this phase, though, 
VULNERABLE INDIVIDUALS should continue to shelter-in-place. 
 
Mitigation practices would include: 

• Blocking off every other pew. This would help to create social distancing and would rely 
on those attending to practice distancing from each other on shared pews. 

• No childcare. In this phase, we can’t offer childcare. If you decide to attend, your 
children will need to be with you for the entirety of the worship service. The Parenting 
Room will be unavailable, as well. 

• Social Distancing. This means we’ll not make a worship guide available, nor will there be 
volunteers at the entrances to the worship center. We will, however, have volunteers at 
the exterior entrances to open doors for those attending. 

• Deep cleaning. On Monday, the worship center, lobby, and restrooms will be deep-
cleaned. This means that only the worship center, lobbies, and lobby restrooms will be 
available. 

• Offering collection. Offering plates will be present as you exit the worship center and 
you’ll be able to place your offering there as you leave. 



• Pre-packaged Lord’s Supper sets. When we are able to meet, we’ll be able to observe 
the Lord’s Supper. When you enter the worship center, you’ll pick up a wafer and juice 
cup in a pre-packaged container. 

• We will continue to live stream the entirety of our worship. 
 
In Phase 1, we are relying on you to determine if it is safe for you to attend worship gatherings. 
That determination is based on national and state recommendations and common sense. Those 
who are VULNERABLE need to avoid meeting with the church in Phase 1. While it saddens us 
that some can’t meet at this time, we are more concerned for your health. 
 
Phase 2 
 
When our state leaders indicate that we are in Phase 2, we will begin meeting in Life Groups, 
MidWeek activities, and provide childcare. It will still be prudent for those who are 
VULNERABLE to make the best decision at that time whether they should attend. Many of the 
mitigation practices will continue. 
 
Phase 3 
 
In Phase 3, we should be returning to near normal. Mitigation practices will continue to include 
deep-cleaning our facilities, and other practices will be evaluated. 
 
Please know that our pastors long for the Church to meet again. We want to sing, worship, hear 
the Word preached, stir up one another to love and good works, and encourage one another. 
But we do not want to do so when the risk of exposure is too great. For that reason, our pastors 
will decide – with information gathered from state and local leaders – the best time to begin 
meeting. While other churches may or may not meet, the decision for 3BC will be based on 
what we think is best for our unique congregation. 
 
When the decision has been made to enter into Phase 1, and we schedule our first worship 
gathering, we will communicate that to you via our website, email, and Facebook. At this time, 
we have an idea of when that will be, but it’s still too early to make that decision. 
 
You have been faithful to 3BC over this time. The pastors ask that you continue to pray for us as 
we make these decisions in the future. And, continue to pray for each other in the days ahead. 
Though these are unusual days, we are held by a sovereign, loving God, and our hope is secured 
by Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
 
We miss you, and our prayer is that we will see you soon. 


