


The New Testament book of Acts opens with the followers of 

Jesus on the threshold of a new era.   

 

The author, Luke, recounts that Jesus had already modeled for 

the world how to live and how to love.  He had befriended the 

isolated, taught the masses, and healed those suffering.  He 

suffered, was crucified, and then resurrected.  He invited 

humanity to “follow” Him.    

 

In Acts, Luke offers “the rest of the story.”  What would happen 

to the movement Jesus embodied in his flesh?  How would God 

continue to reveal God’s redeeming love to humanity?  How 

would God’s people carry out God’s mission in this diverse world?   

 

These are the questions Luke’s audience pondered in the 1st 

century.  They are appropriate questions for his 21st century 

audience as well.  

 

As we Read the story of Acts together, I invite you to ponder 

these pages.  If God has acted thus in history, how might God act 

now?  How might God inspire this generation of people to 

continue God’s movement? 

 

It is my prayer that God will reveal to you, along with our 

congregation what God is doing now, as Chestnut Grove is once 

again on the threshold of a new era.   

 

May God’s peace and inspiration be yours, 

Lance 

Survey – Each day you will notice certain questions have an 

asterisk next to them (in printed version) or are linked to a 

website. For these questions, we invite your feedback so we may 

discern together where and how God is moving. If you are using 

the printed version we invite you to visit 

chestnutgrovebaptist.org/resources/listening-guide to submit 

your responses. If you are using our online version you may 

simply click on the questions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Acts: God inspires an ever-expanding movement  

 

Day 1  Read:  Acts 1 

 

Synopsis:  
 

Acts begins with a resurrected Jesus sharing final words. His 

foundational plan prepares participants for the inspired journey 

ahead:   

1) wait 

2) receive power of the Holy Spirit 

3) be my witnesses 

 

be still… receive inspiration… act accordingly  

 

The Book of Acts is often called the “acts” of God’s Spirit.  The 

Spirit inspires Peter, Stephen, Barnabas, Simeon, Lucius, Manaen 

Saul, Lydia, Cornelius, and thousands of others who then “act” 

upon that inspiration.  Acts reports God’s widening spiritual 

impact on all humanity.   

 

One of the paradoxes of Christianity is that God chose to redeem 

humanity through humanity.  Through Jesus of Nazareth, 

atonement (a liberated, harmonic companionship) with God 

became permanently possible… to all people.     

 

Acts reveals God’s continuing movement through humanity to 

spread that good news to all humanity.    

 

Jesus excused his followers from knowing details such as the 

“time or dates” of the full Kingdom come.  Presumably, active 

daily participation with the Spirit (continuous openness and 

prayer) will be adequate for our inclusion.  

 

Considerations:  
 

Is Jesus’ “foundational plan” for his followers intended for you?   

 

 

 

Are you actively participating? How? 

 

 

 

The scope of God’s movement includes the expanding realms of 

“Jerusalem, and all Judea, and Samaria, and to the ends of the 

earth.” Does God actually long for all humanity to experience 

God’s redemptive love?   If not, who is excluded?  

 

 

 

 

* Where you are most open to God’s Spirit using you in 2018:  

 “Jerusalem”  (Earlysville) 

 “all Judea”  (Virginia) 

 “Samaria”  (USA)  

 “ends of earth” (beyond) 

 

  

 

The apostles determined that a full leadership team was essential 

to accomplish the ministry ahead.  What kind of additional 

leaders might Chestnut Grove need to accomplish God’s plan in 

the future?  
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Acts: God inspires an ever-expanding movement     

Day 2  Read:  Acts 2:1-39 

 

Synopsis:  
 

Luke says that the post-Easter adventure began in earnest on the 

day of Pentecost, when a diverse crowd gathered in Jerusalem 

from across the land to celebrate the barley harvest and worship 

God.   

 

God’s Spirit blew into that noisy, chaotic, unorganized, gathering, 

transcending all known boundaries.  Luke uses the words 

“amazing,” “perplexing,” and “awesome” to describe it. Others 

suspected mass drunkenness. 

 

It must have been spectacular to experience God in such fashion.  

Everyone felt it! Each participant understood God’s good news in 

their own way-even the most distant onlookers.   

 

God’s Spirit was touching, guiding, and residing in each person. 

Intoxication was a reasonable assumption.   

 

The right question was asked aloud that day, 

“What does this mean?” 

 

To explain, Peter quoted an ancient Hebrew prophecy,   

“I will pour out my spirit on all people…”   -God 

Considerations:  
 

Can you recall a time when God’s Spirit “blew” into you?   

 

 

 

 

* What would it look like if God “inspired” everyone at Chestnut 

Grove all at once?   

 

 

 

 

“What should we do?” was the question of onlookers who kept 

God on the periphery.  Peter says, “repent and be baptized in the 

name of Jesus that forgiveness may be yours, and so that you 

may receive the inspiration of God’s Spirit.”    

  

Is God living on your periphery?   

 

Do you need to make a change? (repent= “to change 

one’s mind”) What might it be?  

 

 

 

 

Baptize means “to dip repeatedly, be immersed, submerged, or 

overwhelmed.” Have you ever been baptized into Jesus’ 

movement?  If not, what are you waiting for?  
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Acts: God inspires an ever-expanding movement          

Day 3  Read:  Acts 2:43-47 
 

Synopsis:  
 

About 3000 people responded to Peter’s invitation to “change” 

and “be baptized.”   

 

The Voice translation describes the resulting scene like this: 

 

“There was an intense sense of togetherness 

among all who believed; they shared all their 

material possessions in trust. They sold any 

possessions and goods that did not benefit the 

community and used the money to help everyone 

in need. They were unified as they worshiped at 

the temple day after day. In homes, they broke 

bread and shared meals with glad and generous 

hearts. The new disciples praised God, and they 

enjoyed the goodwill of all the people of the city. 

Day after day the Lord added to their number 

everyone who was experiencing liberation.”   

 

Luke said it was awesome for everyone.  

Considerations:  
 

* How do our lives compare to the snapshot of the early Jesus 

followers?  (Circle those which apply to you) 

 

 an intense sense of togetherness…. 

 

 shared material possessions… 

 

 helped everyone in need… 

 

 unified… 

 

 worshiped at the temple day after day 

 

 shared meals in homes… 

 

 

 

Is this kind of life attractive?  Why?    

 

 

 

Their Christ-like lifestyle fueled “glad and generous hearts” and 

the “goodwill of all the people of the city.”  Does God desire for 

us to experience these same realities in our lives?   

 

 

 

What might we adjust to experience such?   
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Acts: God inspires an ever-expanding movement          

Day 4  Read:  Acts 3:1-10 

 

Synopsis:  
 

In the ordinary rhythm of life, two disciples named Peter and John 

encountered a “man lame from birth.”   Whatever his plight, the 

man needed help every day to do a job to which no man has ever 

aspired:  begging.   

 

Peter left his wallet behind that day.  But he freely shared the 

things which he always carried: 

• grace 

• dignity (eye to eye contact) 

• a hopeful word 

• a hand up 

 

Luke said those who observed this interaction were filled with 

wonder and amazement.  

Considerations:  
 

Who in your life seems endlessly stuck in the same dreadful 

plight?  

 

 

How have you “blessed” them?   

 

 

 

What do you carry with you daily to share with others in need?   

Does it include what most folks need most?  

 grace 

 dignity (eye to eye contact) 

 a hopeful word 

 a hand up 

 

 

* With what dreadful plights do Earlysvillians struggle? 

 Loneliness 

 Illiteracy 

 Financial stress 

 Spiritual emptiness 

 Food vulnerability 

 Substance abuse/addiction 

 Homelessness 

 Marital dissonance 

 Un/under-employment 

 Other:  

 

* Does God desire Chestnut Grovians to address the above?   

If so, how?  

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/YNNBWYW
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Acts: God inspires an ever-expanding movement          

Day 5  Read:   Acts 3:11-26 

 

Synopsis:  
 

In the wake of two Jesus-followers sharing grace, hope, and a 

hand up with the lame man, “all the people” came running 

toward them, “utterly astonished.”  

 

“All the people” in this case included many who hung out near 

the temple, but never connected with the God for whom the 

temple stood.   Peter explained their astonishment: 

 

God glorified Jesus. 

You distanced yourselves. 

You killed Jesus. 

God raised Him. 

 

God wins. 

 

Peter knows, even sympathizes with their ignorance. He 

graciously encourages them to wise up.  

 

Considerations:  
 

To what does Peter credit the miracle? 

 modern medicine 

 the witch doctor 

 luck  

 God of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Jesus 

 

 

 

Whom or what gets the credit for healing, richness, or new 

aliveness in your life?  

 

 

 

 

Peter reminds them of God’s enduring covenant to Abraham’s 

children: “in your descendants all the families of the earth shall 

be blessed.”  (Genesis 12:3, Acts 3:25) Does God still desire for 

broken, alienated people to be blessed and made whole in the 

21st century?   

 

 

 

 

* How might Chestnut Grovians newly enact our role as agents 

of God’s universal blessing?  Be specific.  

  

1.    

2.   

3.  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/YNNBWYW
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Acts: God inspires an ever-expanding movement          

Day 6  Read:  Acts 4:1-22 

 

Synopsis:  
 

 “We’ve never done it that way before” has been called “the seven 

last words of a dying congregation.”  

 

The early Jesus-followers faced serious pushback for their 

audacity to revive something which (or someone who) had been 

“broken” for over 40 years.  New aliveness especially annoyed the 

established religious leaders. 

 

For Peter and the early disciples, the new life being imparted by 

God’s Spirit was inevitable and unstoppable.  They had 

experienced it and were determined to share it anywhere and 

everywhere it was welcome.  This was precisely what Jesus 

instructed (1:8).    

 

When authorities attempted to thwart the movement, Peter 

simply pointed at the newly walking (running, dancing) “lame 

man,” and the 5000 amazed onlookers who were now believing 

this God.   

 

In his unscholarly tongue, Peter explained that God is about 

resurrection more than rules or ruts.   

Considerations:  
 

* What brokenness has lingered too long in your? 

 

Body? 
 

Neighborhood? 
 

Soul?  
 

Family? 
 

Congregation?  

 

 

* Are you open to a “new kind of life” in those places?   Y/N 

Even if it changes you significantly? Y/N 

 

 

 

How did it feel for the 40-year-old man-born-lame to take his 

first step?     

 

...to cease begging?  

 

…to pursue a new vocation?  

 

…to stand on his own?  

 

 

 

 

Invitation: Ponder today how God longs to bring new life to you. 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/YNNBWYW
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Acts: God inspires an ever-expanding movement          

Day 7             Read:  Acts 4:23-37 
 

Synopsis:  
 

The Jesus-followers learned that both praying and praising were 

essential in nurturing any worthwhile relationship with God.  

 

James said, “the prayer of a righteous person is powerful and 

effective.”  1 Paul repeatedly instructed, “be joyful in hope, patient 

in affliction, faithful in prayer” 2 and even charged us to:  

Pray without ceasing! 3 

We see why when we observe Peter alongside the others as they 

prayed for their city.   Though the civic and religious “powers and 

authorities” were stubbornly resistant to new aliveness, the 

collective prayer of Jesus’ followers was enough to “shake” the 

city and “fill” each pray-er with Spirited boldness. 

Another snapshot of the early church reflects a united, potent, 

gracious, and generous movement.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Notes: 

1.  James 5:16 

2.  Romans 12:12   

3.  1 Thessalonians 5:17  

Considerations:  
 

Describe your prayer connection in recent months: 

 Dry 

 Drip   

 Slow leak 

 Steady flow 

 Gushing fountain 

 Flood 

 

 

 

The two most foundational prayers are “please” and “thank you.”  

For what do you need to say “thank you” to God?  

 

 

 

For what do you need to ask “please”? 

 

 

 

* If your above prayers were answered, how might our city be 

shaken?  

 

 

Invitation: consider praying Peter’s prayer throughout today:  

“Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your 

servants to speak your word with great boldness. Stretch 

out your hand to heal and perform signs and wonders 

through the name of your holy servant Jesus.”   

Acts 4:29-30 

  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/THZH95X
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Acts: God inspires an ever-expanding movement          

Day 8  Read:  Acts 5:1-18 

 

Synopsis:  
 

Specific characteristics defined the earliest community of Jesus-

followers:  

• unified agenda  

• great power 

• great grace 

• NO needful person among them 

 

Luke suggests each above characteristic relates directly to the 

sacrificial sharing of each person’s personal possessions.   

 

When one person hungered, another shared.  When one person 

grieved, another comforted.  The more mature person mentored 

the young. It was a rejuvenating culture of maturing disciples 

liberating the world! 

 

The gruesome “flip side” ensues when two Jesus-followers wish 

to appear more sacrificial than they are.  They enjoy the 

fellowship with other believers, but prefer to keep their resources 

a separate matter.    

 

Luke characterizes them as deceptive to community and 

duplicitous with God.   

 

Powerlessness, fear and destruction follows.     

 

 

Considerations:  
 

How is individual self-centeredness harmful to community? 

 

* My communal investment could be best measured by: 

 time shared with others 

 money shared for others 

 energy invested in others 

 all of the above 

 

I share about ________% of my _____________.   

 

In 2017, in Albemarle County Public Schools:  

• 29% of students received free or reduced lunch, incl. 53 

Broadus Wood Elementary students1   

• students’ Reading SOL pass rate fell from 90% to 78%2 

• students’ writing SOL pass rate fell from 91% to 82%2 

 

If God desires to implement a healing change in the above, how 

might God facilitate that change?   

 State & local government leaders 

 Benevolent benefactors 

 Jesus-followers 

 All of above 

 

What other life/health variables need a sacrificial investment by 

area Jesus-followers?  

 

 

Notes:  

1. http://doe.virginia.gov/support/nutrition/statistics/free_reduced_eligi

bility/2016-2017/schools/frpe_sch_report_sy2016-17.pdf  

2. http://www.c-ville.com/city-county-schools-sol-scores-

fall/#.WYn8r1GGM2w   

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/THZH95X


Acts: God inspires an ever-expanding movement          

Day 9  Read:  Acts 5:17-42 

 

Synopsis:  
 

“Go stand in the temple and tell the people the whole message 

about this life”   

 

The instruction came directly from God’s angelic messenger 

liberating the early Jesus-followers from one of many jail stays.   

 

Resistance and persecution was a growing experience for the 

early participants in God’s movement.  But, the good news of 

God’s liberating, revitalizing power simultaneously began to “fill 

the city” with new hope.    

 

God intended freedom to be the new norm of the entire city.   

 

Municipal and religious leaders balked.  But a wise councilman 

named Gamaliel proffered that such a movement could not be 

stopped.   

 

 

Considerations:  
 

Recount one story of God setting you free: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* Might God use your story of liberation to liberate others facing 

similar circumstances?   Where would you find that person?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How might Earlysville become more hope-filled if your personal 

liberation story (conversion experience) were produced into a 

major motion picture?  What if it were simply shared from a 

pulpit?  
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Acts: God inspires an ever-expanding movement          

Day 10 Read:  Acts 6:1-7 

 

Synopsis:  
 

“Growing pains” are appropriately named.   

 

Stretching, increasing mass, and or enhancing capacity requires 

a previous arrangement to give way. Ouch!   

 

Yet, it’s a fact that “all healthy things grow.”  

 

The early Jesus-followers experienced growing pains in their 

relational cells.  What once was “ideal” community became 

tainted by complaints.   Personal nearness gave way to an 

experience of “neglect” when too many people showed up. This 

caused complaining in the ancient church. 

 

The proposed solution yielded compelling results! The 

movement of God continued to spread and the number of 

disciples increased greatly.   

 

 

Considerations:  
 

Have you ever experienced growing pains? 

in your physical body?   

in your family?  (marriage, childbirth, adoption) 

in your profession?  (technological advances, retirement) 

in your spiritual life? (theological development) 

 

Chestnut Grove has grown ~54% in ten years. *  This involves 

spatial, spiritual, and relational growing pains.    

 

How has CG navigated spatial growing pains: 

 added worship gatherings 

 added buildings 

 added parking lots 

 added vehicles 

 all of above 

 

How has CG navigated spiritual growing pains: 

 engaging spiritual practices (prayer, Reading, fasting, etc.) 

 challenging disciples to greater sacrifice, service 

 attending to the wisdom of mature disciples (teachers, 

servants, etc.) 

 patiently (if painfully) trusting God 

 all of above 

 

How has CG navigated relational growing pains: 

 expanding staff 

 adding deacons 

 multiplying formation groups 

 enhancing communications  

 all 

  

* How have you navigated these changes?  

 

What additional measures would aid in navigating current and 

future growing pains?  

 

 

 

* “active” monthly worshipers in database from 2007 to 2016    
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Acts: God inspires an ever-expanding movement           

Day 11 Read:  Acts 6:8- 15 

 

Synopsis:  
 

Stephen was said to be “filled with grace and power.”  He spoke 

good news with the “wisdom” of God’s Spirit.   

 

His detractors, the educated priests and the council of lawyers, 

considered it unsavory.  

 

Good news burned their ears and inflamed a dangerous rage.   

  

Though they underhandedly sought to diminish Stephen’s name, 

his face retained an angelic aura. 

 

Stephen’s words remained unchanged.    

 

Considerations:  
 

How do you respond to personal attack? 

 short-fused reaction  (“fight”) 

 subterranean brooding 

 run away   (“flight”) 

 calm thoughtfulness 

 quiet arrogance 

 other:  

 

 

What enabled Stephen to remain “angelic” in the presence of 

shifty opponents?  v8,10 

 

 

 

 

The apostle Paul taught that peace is one indicator (or “fruit”) of 

the Spirit’s presence.  What are some others?   Galatians 5:22-26 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Invitation:  Pray throughout today that God will “nurture” the 

fruits of the Spirit within you, that you might be a delicious and 

nourishing presence to yourself and your peers, no matter what 

comes your way. 

 



Acts: God inspires an ever-expanding movement               

Day 12 Read:  Acts 7 

Synopsis:  
 

“Angel-face” Stephen proclaimed the good news to a collection 

of highly educated religious leaders.  His Scripture passage for 

the day?  Genesis 12 thru 1 Kings 11.  That’s 336 pages in the NIV!    

 

In a seven-minute sermon, Stephen summarizes the epic story of 

God’s non-stop presence with people, and God’s continual 

initiative to lead them to new aliveness.  This must have been 

compelling! 

 

Shockingly, he concludes by recounting the people’s equally 

consistent response: stiff-necked opposition.   

“You are the ones that received the law … and yet you have not 

kept it.” 

 

The congregation had enough preaching “truth” that day.  They 

terminated the proclaimer…once again.  

 

While their fists clenched and their faces were enraged, Stephen’s 

blood pressure never changed.   

 

Inspired by God’s Spirit, he even prays for their release.  

 

Considerations:  
 

Stephen recounts people’s history with God.  Why do they find 

this objectionable?   

 

 

Have you ever resisted (or rejected) God’s initiative to lead you 

to new aliveness? 

 

 

Jesus said, “the truth will set you free.”  Does “free” accurately 

describe Stephen’s personal posture in proclaiming good news?  

 

 

 

Do you need to allow Christ’s forgiveness to liberate you from 

stiff-necked opposition?   Y/N  

 

 

 

 

 

Invitation:  Throughout today, prayerfully consider Paul’s 

teachings about freedom in Christ.   

 

It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, 

then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a 

yoke of slavery.         

Galatians 5:1 

 

because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who 

gives life has set you free from the law of sin and death.  

            Romans 8:2 

 

But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body 

through death to present you holy in his sight, without 

blemish and free from accusation—   

Colossians 1:22 

 



Acts: God inspires an ever-expanding movement          

Day 13 Read:  Acts 8 

 

Synopsis:  
 

Conditions crumbled in Jerusalem after Stephen’s funeral. The 

Jesus-followers scattered widely.   

 

Meet Philip. This Jesus-follower first went north to a Samaritan 

city, then south to Azotus, the along a route Luke describes as 

“the wilderness road.”  Philip was the first to realize Jesus’ 

prediction that his followers would soon witness from: 

JerusalemJudeaSamariaends of the earth. (1:8) 

 

And “wild” indeed, the road would be.  

 

In the north, a Samaritan sorcerer named Simon sought out Philip 

for an education in the truths about God. He had a mistaken 

hunch that God’s Spirit could be bought and wielded at will.  

Philip took him under wing and helped get his heart and mind 

straight. 

 

In the south, the Spirit inspired Philip to approach the financially-

savvy servant of an African Queen. He was eager, but struggled 

to understand the Scriptures.  Philip invested the time to teach 

and baptize him.   

 

God’s inspired movement was expanding to new kinds of people.  

 

Each episode ended in much prayer and rejoicing. The Story, 

however, was just getting started.   

 

Considerations:  
 

Jesus’ original “plan” instructed that God’s Spirit would empower 

his followers to witness in “Jerusalem, and all Judea, and Samaria, 

and to the ends of the earth”.  What is your current boundary 

when it comes to sharing Good News?  

 

What did Samaritan Simon need from Jesus-follower Philip? 

 time 

 patience 

 tutelage 

 teaching 

 love 

 prayer 

 

What did the Ethiopian need from Jesus-follower Philip? 

 time 

 tutelage 

 patience 

 teaching 

 love 

 prayer 

 

Do Simon or the Ethiopian reflect the kinds of people who live in 

Earlysville?   Y/N 

 

 

Does God desire for us to spread the good news with those to 

our north and south?   Y/N . If so, where specifically?  

 

* What investment might be required from you so that others, 

including new believers may grow spiritually toward maturity?  
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Acts: God inspires an ever-expanding movement             

Day 14 Read:  Acts 9:1-31 

 

Synopsis:  
 

Ever experienced a “re-orientation” of your life?   

 

Meet Saul. 

 

In a proverbial “blink,” Saul was reoriented from persecutor to 

proponent of the Jesus plan. His “breathing” was transformed 

from hostility to humility, a signature of God’s Spirit.    

 

Saul’s transformation involved keeping his strongest qualities 

(zeal for God, scriptural knowledge) and tossing his flaws 

(legalistic orientation, evil, intolerance, defective vision).  He even 

received a new label, “Paul.” 

 

When God turns on the light, the world looks different. 

 

With Paul, God’s movement expands north to Damascus.  

 

Luke inserts here a mid-story summary of what God’s Spirit had 

inspired thus far: 

  

the church throughout Judea, Galilee, and Samaria was 

built up. Living in the fear of the Lord and the comfort of 

the Holy Spirit, it increased in numbers.    

Acts 9:31 

 

Considerations:  
 

* Is following Jesus possible without a re-orientation of life?   Y/N 

 

 

 

* What in your life needs to be discarded to fully engage Jesus’ 

plan? 

 

 

 

Saul-Paul later taught his congregations in Corinth:  So if anyone 

is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed 

away; see, everything has become new! *  What would result if a 

handful of local “Sauls” were reoriented to “Pauls?”    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Invitation:   Pray today that God’s Spirit would inspire a new vision 

for you… in Jesus’ name.  

 

 

 

 

 

Notes: 

*2 Corinthians 5:17 
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Acts: God inspires an ever-expanding movement           

Day 15 Read:  Acts 9:32- Acts 10 

 

Synopsis:  
 

God’s movement expands further, crossing incomprehensible 

new boundaries. 

 

The Way of Jesus is on display “here and there” at Lydda, Joppa, 

Sharon, and Caesarea.  In each city, “many believed” and “turned 

to the Lord.”   

 

At Lydda, a long bedridden Aeneas is inspired to be the master 

over his bed. God gives new life! 

 

At Joppa, Dorcas is grieved by friends. Peter’s prayer, invitation, 

and extending his hand becomes God’s pipeline for a new 

aliveness. The Spirit resurrects!  

 

At Caesarea, Peter’s concise proclamation of the good news lasts 

only nine verses (34-43).  His gospel to those historically 

considered reprehensible (Gentiles) reflected his personal 

experience of God’s expanding inclusivity, the basic facts, and the 

appealing invitation that “everyone who believes receives 

forgiveness of sins through his name”   

 

No exceptions. No exclusions. God’s movement expands.  

 

Luke describes the Spirit’s new reach as “astounding.”  vv 44-48 

  

Considerations:  
 

Have you ever told someone the good news of God’s work in 

your life?   Y/N     What resulted?  

 

 

 

 

Peter was led to proclaim good news to many “undesirables.”  

Why might these be a wise audience?  

 

 

 

 

Who are the “undesirables” in Albemarle County?  

 

 

 

* What is Chestnut Grove’s responsibility to proclaim and 

demonstrate Good news to them?    

 

 

 

What might your personal role be in the above endeavor?  

 

 

 

Invitation:  meditate today on the following:   

“Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of 

these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for 

me…whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, 

you did not do for me.’  

Matthew 25:40, 45 
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Acts: God inspires an ever-expanding movement          

Day 16 Read:  Acts 11 

 

Synopsis:  
 

Peter gives a quarterly update to a critical-eyed board of 

directors at the First Church of Jerusalem.  Their response: this 

has gone too far!  

 

The board consisted of the traditional church leaders 

(“circumcised” religious authorities) who inherited the multi-

generationally held theology that only “their kind” were accepted 

by God.   

 

But Peter’s Spirit-led adventures had included too many who 

were NOT “their kind.”     

 

When called to account, Peter shares his personal experience 

(vv4-15)  

“God’s Spirit fell on them just as it fell on us.” He then recites a 

Bible verse he memorized fresh from Jesus’ mouth.   

 

Though Peter’s experience was unconventional, the stunned 

council soon erupted into board room rejoicing (worship).   

 

Eventually, such stories of God’s expanding involvement with 

people led outsiders to call them “Christians.”  

Considerations:  
 

Peter’s frequent telling of his story with God (“God story” or  

“good news”) continually resulted in hearers: 

 becoming believers  

 turning to the Lord 

 rejoicing 

 drawing a great many others to the Lord 

 all of above 

 

 

* What is your abbreviated good news story with God?  Outline 

below 

 

Once upon a time, I was born.  I first heard about God via….  

 

 Then…. 

 

 

 Then…. 

 

 

 Now…. 

 

 One day, I look forward to…       

 

…and eventually living with God, forever. 

 

 

 

 

Invitation:  Ask God to reveal who needs to hear your personal 

good news story of God.  
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Acts: God inspires an ever-expanding movement          

Day 17 Read:  Acts 12 

 

Synopsis:  
 

As the Jesus movement continues to expand and strengthen, 

James (of “sons of thunder” fame) is assassinated by a bitterly 

jealous King Herod.  Then Peter is incarcerated.   

 

This ignites a fervent movement of congregational prayer   vv5,12 

 

During the church’s inspired season of prayer: 

• Half naked Peter is liberated from jail  

• Peter’s new lease on life surprises and disorients everyone, 

including himself  

• Angry, ego-maniacal King Herod is struck down, where he 

was eaten by worms and died 

 

Be mindful how you pray.  

  

Considerations:  

 

James 5:16 says, “The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and 

effective.”  Approximately how many days per week do you pray? 

 1-2 

 3-4 

 5-6 

 7  

 I pray without ceasing  

 

 

What is a reasonable percentage of the day to spend connecting 

to the God of the universe? 

 1%   (14 mins/day) 

 2%   (28 mins/day) 

 5%   (72 mins/day) 

 .3%  (5 mins/day) 

 

Jesus directed his followers to pray a six-part prayer, 

appropriately dubbed “The Lord’s Prayer”     
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name 

 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. 

 

Give us today our daily bread. 

 

And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our 

debtors. 

 

And lead us not into temptation, but  

 

deliver us from the evil one. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Invitation:  Select the part of this prayer which best suits your soul 

today.  Pray it hourly. Write out the outcome.  



Acts: God inspires an ever-expanding movement           

Day 18 Read:  Acts 13-14 

 

Synopsis:  

 

The 12th century Italian proclaimer St Francis of Assisi is often 

credited with saying “Preach the Gospel at all times. Use words if 

necessary.” 

 

Paul demonstrated that words are often necessary. 

 

Paul’s first road trip (a.k.a. “missionary journey”) included one 

partner, one helper, and nine cities throughout the Roman 

Empire.   

 

Paul developed his capacity to communicate God’s good news in 

various gatherings.  Three stand out.  

 

1. Synagogue:  his three-minute “talk” recounted God’s epic 

liberation story of God’s people, promising forgiveness of 

sins, and yielding a holistic new kind of liberation.  Paul 

assured hearers of God’s favor. No wonder the whole city 

gathered to hear that sermon again!  v44   The Gentiles 

overheard, assumed it applied to them too, and rejoiced!  

The word of the Lord spread throughout the region. v49   

 

2. Crowd: with curious bystanders, Paul shared a 30-second 

version of God’s good news, encouraging hearers to 

refocus their lives from a futile rat race to the living God, 

creator of beauty, freedom, food and joy.  vv14:14-17   

People threw money in grateful response!   

 

3. Jesus-followers:  To his “church” Paul shared:  It is through 

many persecutions that we must enter the kingdom of God.     

 

Paul encouraged (and challenged) hundreds of questioning 

souls. 

 

Considerations:  

 

* Write out a three-minute version of your good news story.  

 

 

What might happen when someone new hears your faith story?  

 They’ll ignore you 

 They’ll mock you 

 They’ll condemn you 

 They’ll silence you 

 They’ll throw money 

 They’ll find freedom, hope, salvation 

 They’ll request an encore performance 

 

Are any of these possibilities different than our forebears 

faced when they risked telling you their story?  

 

 

Are you willing to share it in our online platform?   

 

 

Invitation:  Consider Paul’s own ponderings about sharing:     

… how are they to believe in one of whom they have never 

heard?    

…how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him?   

Romans 10:14 
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Acts: God inspires an ever-expanding movement           

Day 19 Read:  Acts 15 

 

Synopsis:  
 

The first ever church business meeting (Jerusalem council) was a 

contentious affair, and for good reason.  At odds were those 

already circumcised who insisted circumcision was required to 

follow Jesus, and those who insisted otherwise.  

 

James summarized the observations of Paul, Peter, Simeon, 

Barnabas, the prophets, and David:  God has shown favor beyond 

familiar boundaries to include outsiders in his name.  v14 

  

After no small debate, they declared the bris non-essential.  The 

subsequent “all church” memo reflected their sincerest apology.   

 

The men rejoiced.  

 

Considerations:  

 

Do 21st century congregations cling to religious or cultural 

traditions which discourage the unfamiliar from discovering 

Jesus?   Y/N       

If so, list one:  

 

 

* By what have you ever been discouraged in church culture?  

 Acronyms (CBF, SBC, BGAV, WMU, L.I.F.E.)  

 Vocabulary (doxology, justification, salvation) 

 Rhythms (weekly patterns, worship routines) 

 Foci  (weekly attendance, $ received, decor) 

 Seating (awkward, antiquated, exposed) 

 Bible Translation (KJV, NIV, NRSV) 

 Antiquity /novelty (drums, pews, screens) 

 Communion  (intinction, unleavened bread)  

 Baptism  (immersion, aspersion, affusion) 

 Poor quality  (teaching, music, hospitality)  

 Audio/visual  (typos, sound & slide errors) 

 Business meetings (conflictual, inconsequential)  

 

 

Invitation:    

• What does God consider truly “essential” at Chestnut 

Grove?  What is non-essential?  

• What adjustments might facilitate deeper God-human 

connections?  What presently distracts?  

• What adjustments would aid CG guests?   

• What adjustments would facilitate God’s ever-expanding 

movement?  

  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/5BD8CZH


Acts: God inspires an ever-expanding movement           

Day 20 Read:  Acts 16 

 

Synopsis:  
 

When Paul resumed a second road trip, he: 

✓ Invited a partner of mixed ethnicity    vv1-4 

✓ Responded to an unorthodox vision    vv6-10 

✓ Baptized a female business owner       vv13-15 

✓ Liberated a possessed slave and a suicidal jailer  vv16-

30  

 

God’s movement expands to Lystra Derbe Troas  Philippi  

 

God’s movement actively embraced people whom culture 

dismissed as:  

 racially mixed 

substandard gender identity 

theologically unacceptable  

demonically possessed 

enslaved 

suicidal 

 

Into each transformed life, Paul had spoken a simple invitation, 

“Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved”   v31 

 

Considerations:  

 

What does it mean to believe? To be saved?  

 

 

 

“Salvation” derives from Latin salus & Greek soteria.  Both mean 

to heal, make well, make whole, preserve from danger.  How 

often are we “saved”?       

a) once  

b) repeatedly 

 

     

* From what you need to be saved presently?   

 Problematic heritage 

 Unorthodox vision or view 

 Gender discrimination 

 Racial discrimination 

 Employment bondage 

 Spiritual bondage 

 Suicidal tendencies 

 Relational disease 

 Substance disease  

 Other:  

 

 

Do our Earlysvillian neighbors need similar saving?  How might 

we participate?  

 

 

 

Invitation:  Write a short note to God, asking for the kind of saving 

you need today. If willing, ask for another’s also.  Be sure to give 

God thanks.   
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Acts: God inspires an ever-expanding movement           

Day 21 Read:  Acts 17-18 

 

Synopsis:  
 

Paul’s journey and God’s movement expands even further: 

ThessalonicaBeroeaAthensCorinth 

 

These regions pride themselves in both diverse thinking and an 

affinity for novel ideas. Paul shares two thoughts:  

 

1. Suffering precedes resurrection.  17:3   The uncomfortable 

curve of reality:  lifedeathresurrection (applying even 

to Messiah) is called the Paschal mystery. 

   

2. Humanity lives and moves and exists in God 17:28   

 

This sounded strange to Paul’s audience 17:20 

• the Thessalonians rejected him outright for “turning their 

world upside down”   

• the Beroeans welcomed him warmly  

• at Athens (very best thinkers) they engaged him in 

vigorous discourse 

 

At each city, some responded by eagerly examining the 

scriptures. Some merely scoffed. But the historically religious 

people stirred up violent mobs to thwart such new ideas.  

 

Paul “shook the dust” and travelled further afield.  His trip 

culminated with 18 months in a great city where he befriended 

some refugee Italian Jewish tentmakers.  They eagerly embraced 

the good news.  

God endorsed Paul’s inclusivity. But the disapproval of the 

religious establishment never lost its sting.   

 

Considerations:  
 

Has a new understanding of God ever “turned your world upside 

down?”  How? 

 

 

Paul’s helped the Athenians recognize that their love for mercy, 

creativity, honesty, justice, humility, and love each flowed from 

the same source: The Lord. 

 

Do any of your friends, family colleagues, or neighbors 

enjoy mercy, love, beauty, or joy without realizing their 

source?   Y/N     

 

What is your role in revealing the Source?  

 

  

 

If you were to share God’s good news, whom would you select?  

 Sophisticated thinkers 

 Exiled refugees 

 Religious people 

 Total strangers 

 Neighbors 

 

Invitation:    

“Do not be afraid, but speak and do not be silent; for I am with 

you, and no one will lay a hand on you to harm you, for there are 

many in this city who are my people.” 

–God (Acts 18:9)  

 



Acts: God inspires an ever-expanding movement           

Day 22 Read:  Acts 19 

 

Synopsis:  
 

The Way of Jesus often disrupts economic wealth.  

 

At Ephesus, Paul’s gospel proclamation inspired some new 

business owners to “come clean.” When a few new converts 

purged their offices of illicit tools, rules, and inventory, its worth 

was estimated at 50,000 silver coins…up in smoke. 

 

Luke commented, “the word of the Lord grew mightily and 

prevailed.”  v20 

 

The president of the local trade association filed a lawsuit to halt 

the movement, then incited a mob of craftsmen and builders.  

“Men, you know that we get our wealth from this business!”  

“There is danger not only that this trade of ours may come into 

disrepute but also that the temple of [our god] will be deprived 

of due majesty.”  The crowd erupted into violence.  

 

Shrouding economic fears in “spiritual” terms is bad business, 

and dangerous for faith.   

 

Considerations:  

 

Has following Jesus “cost” you anything?  If so, what? 

 Time 

 Comfort  

 Status  

 Previously held interests 

 Former habits 

 Previous associations 

 Career goals  

 Money  

 Other:  

 

 

Is financial wealth a spiritual priority?  Is financial wealth a sin?  

 

 

 

Who ultimately owns your wealth?  

 

 

* When financial priorities and spiritual priorities conflict, how do 

you navigate?  

 

 

 

 

Invitation:  Consider Jesus’ insights: 

“No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the 

one and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one 

and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and 

money.   

Matthew 6:24  
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Acts: God inspires an ever-expanding movement           

Day 23 Read:  Acts 20 

 

Synopsis:  

 

Paul’s travel log becomes “jittery,” the group darting about, not 

staying anywhere long.  

 

Perhaps this is because God’s Spirit is now revealing that 

“persecutions” and “imprisonments” are awaiting Paul at every 

turn. Whenever God’s movement disrupts the religious, social, 

and economic status quo, the messenger can expect resistance. 

 

Paul’s evening sermon lasts too long at Troas.  One sleepy 

parishioner tumbles nearly to death. Perhaps it’s time for Paul to 

hang up his preaching cleats.   

 

God’s inspiration is palpable in Paul’s final farewell sermon to the 

elders from Ephesus.  His journey had included humility, tears, 

trials, and detractors. 

 

It also transformed Paul’s worldview.  

 

I do not count my life of any value to myself, if only I may 

finish my course and the ministry that I received from the 

Lord Jesus, to testify to the good news of God’s grace.     

 

 

Considerations:  
 

Consider Paul’s farewell message v18-35 with these questions in 

mind:  

 

“I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole purpose of God.”  

v27  

How might CG more potently declare God’s purpose?  

 

 

 

“ …attend to the message that is able to build you up… “   vv28,31   

List 2 specific ways CG can better build people up?  

a)    

b)  

 

 

* “In all this we must support the weak… remembering Jesus’ 

words”  v35   

In what new way might CG support our (weakest) neighbors? 

 

 

 

Is Paul teaching the earliest Jesus-followers to expose FAITH, 

engage in FORMATION, enlist in FRUITFULNESS?    

 

 

 

 

 

Invitation:  Envision your role in a “rejuvenating culture of 

maturing disciples liberating the world.”   
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Acts: God inspires an ever-expanding movement           

Day 24 Read:  Acts 21 

 

Synopsis:  
 

Paul returns to his Jerusalem colleagues to report the beauty, 

goodness, and scope of God’s ever-expanding movement.   

 

He meets a truth-teller named Agabus, whose message is grim.  

  

A smear campaign has poisoned the region, effectively 

portraying Paul as dangerous enemy to traditionalism.   

 

Most residents would rather froth with self-righteous violence 

than listen with open ears. 

 

Some things are slow to change.  

 

   

 

 

 

Considerations:  
 

What is Paul’s response to Agabus’ warning?  vv12-15 

 

 

 

How would you “adjust” your itinerary if you received a similar 

warning?    

 

 

What gave Paul such fortitude?  

 Bravery 

 Religious masochism 

 Trustworthy partners 

 Street savvy 

 God’s Spirit within 

 Wanderlust 

 Clarity of purpose 

 Family obligations 

 Well-pulled bootstraps 

 

 

If Jesus, Paul and others faced challenges, trials and threats 

participating in God’s ever-expanding movement … should we 

expect the same?  

 

 

Invitation:  Ponder Paul’s words to his younger colleague:  

for God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but rather a 

spirit of power and of love and of self-discipline.   

2 Timothy 1:7 

 

  



Acts: God inspires an ever-expanding movement           

Day 25 Read:  Acts 22-23:11 

 

Synopsis:  
 

Arrested in Jerusalem as Agabus predicted, Paul recounts to the 

authorities his experience (good, bad, and ugly) in God’s ever-

expanding movement. Some Jesus-followers have called this a 

“testimony.”    

 

Paul’s “testimony” triggered relational strife with a few friends 

and not a few religious officials.   

 

The Lord “stood near” Paul.    v23:11 

Considerations:  
 

What challenges are you facing this week? 

 courtroom trial/legal trouble 

 health obstacles 

 relational strife 

 spiritual darkness  

 inner angst 

 loneliness 

 self-doubt 

 fatigue 

 financial uncertainty 

 sadness/grief/loss 

 

How have you experienced God in the midst of our challenges?  

Psalm 139  

 

 

 

Is God generally “for you” or “against you?”   

Deuteronomy 20:4 Chronicles 14:11 Daniel 9:9  

Romans 8:31  Acts 23:11 

 

 

 

Think of one person who might benefit from hearing a candid 

account of your journey with God, warts and all.  Will you “keep 

up your courage” and share?      

 

 

 

Invitation: Paul knew of no distinction between a “spiritual life” 

and “secular life.”   Why do some imagine such a distinction?   

 



Acts: God inspires an ever-expanding movement           

Day 26 Read:  Acts 24 

 

Synopsis:  
 

God’s movement expands deeper too, enlivening people in 

various realms:    religioussocialgovernmental  

 

A smooth attorney alleged Paul was a religious “troublemaker” 

and rebel “ringleader.”   

 

Before groups of accusatory onlookers, Paul repeatedly tells his 

experience in God’s expanding movement.   Each time he shares, 

his style matches his new audience.   

 

He speaks with simplicity and directness. 

 

Candor re: “justice, self-control, and coming judgment” is 

surprisingly potent.   Acts 24:25 

 

 

 

 

 

Considerations:  
 

How might an outside onlooker characterize your current 

participation in God’s ever-expanding movement?   

 Ringleader 

 Cheerful participant 

 Potential participant 

 Bench warmer 

 Onlooker 

 Disinterested passerby 

 

 

 

* If you were on trial for being a Jesus-follower, what evidence 

would the prosecution use to convict?    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Invitation:  Will you join God’s ever-expanding movement in the 

next season of your life?    
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Acts: God inspires an ever-expanding movement           

Day 27 Read:  Acts 25-26 

 

Synopsis:  
 

“You have appealed to the emperor; to the emperor you will go.” 

-Governor Festus  

 

Paul is extradited to Jerusalem. The charges include: disagreeing 

with the traditional religious perspective.  

 

The Paschal mystery remains difficult to accept.  

 

After Paul shares his testimony once again, the stunned King 

Agrippa asks, only half-mocking, “Are you so quickly persuading 

me to become a Christian?” 

 

Paul was not concerned with speed, but with total liberation. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Considerations:  
 

* Paul’s personal story includes his transformation through 

powerhumilitynew life.   How does yours compare?  

 

 

 

Paul was a strict adherent to his inherited tradition. But when he 

went further, suggesting that death precedes new life, and 

darkness precedes new light, others angrily balked. What was 

behind their resistance?  

 

 

 

 

Paul says his hope is based on the “promise made by God to our 

ancestors.”  

ALL peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”  

Genesis 12:3 

Why might someone have trouble with that?  

  

 

 

 

 

Invitation: Ponder Paul’s testimony 

To this day, I have had help from God, and so I stand here, 

testifying to both small and great, saying nothing but what 

the prophets and Moses said would take place: that the 

Messiah must suffer, and that, by being the first to rise 

from the dead, he would proclaim light both to our people 

and to the Gentiles.   

Acts 26:22-23 
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Acts: God inspires an ever-expanding movement           

Day 28 Read:  Acts 27  

 

Synopsis:  
 

God’s movement advances toward the furthest point yet.   

 

Luke’s vocabulary is striking. As ~300 travelers advance together, 

they face: 

• Headwinds 

• Slow movement 

• Difficulties 2x 

• Opposition 

• Lost time 

• Danger 2x 

• Heavy loss 

• Vulnerability 

• Long odds        …and that’s just to get started!  vv1-12 

 

As they neared a desired destination, they encountered  

• Optimism  

• Violently destabilizing headwinds 

• Stuckness and drifting   

• Loss of control, being “driven by a wind” 

• Pounding (leading to a surrender of control mechanisms) 

• an environment impossible to navigate   

• Raging tempest & abandon of hope  

 

God’s Spirit told Paul, all would end well enough…as long as they 

stayed together. 

 

When they broke bread together, a new day dawned. All were 

nourished and brought safely to solid ground.  

 

Considerations:  
 

What headwinds, difficulties, or slow movement have you faced 

in your individual journey?   Your congregational journey?  

 

 

When crises threaten your journey, what might you do? 

 Panic 

 Pray  

 Abandon course  

 Succumb to fear 

 Patiently await a new day 

 Press on  

 

Does God’s ever-expanding movement promise a pleasant 

journey?   

 

 

 

Invitation:  

* Prayerfully imagine the next “destination” for God’s ever-

expanding movement among Chestnut Grovians.    

 

 Might it lie beyond currently visible horizons?  

 

 Might it involve vulnerability, loss of control? 

 

 Might it involve enduring a storm? 

 

Write down what you see:    
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Acts: God inspires an ever-expanding movement           

 

Day 29 Read:  Acts 28:1-10  

 

Synopsis:  
 

Paul landed on a foreign shore.  The Natives offered warm 

hospitality.  When Paul took initiative, he got his hand “smacked.”  

 

After some time passed, however, the natives interpreted Paul 

was participating with God somehow.  Paul’s life was 

characterized by such contradictions.  

 

In both the ups and downs, Paul lived as Jesus modeled.     

 

In the new neighborhood, Paul visits a sick man, prays for him, 

and extends a healing touch.  This universal gesture of love 

inspired former “strangers” to become friends, many to be 

healed, and a boatload of reciprocal generosity.  

 

An entire village responded to God’s ever-expanding movement.   

 

Considerations:  
 

What basic act of love might you extend to someone today?  

 

 

 

 

* What basic gestures of love might Chestnut Grovians extend to 

the “strangers” among us?   (List specifics below) 

 

 

 

 

What if we get “smacked” on our first attempt?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

List every neighborhood sickness, strangeness, and stuckness 

that lie beyond God’s ability/desire to “heal” through us?  

•    

•   

•  
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Acts: God inspires an ever-expanding movement          

 

Day 30       Read:  Acts 28:11-30 

 

Synopsis:  
 

Luke’s final episode of God’s ever-expanding movement features 

overt hospitality, new freedom in a new land, and a glimpse of 

Paul’s newest ministry: explaining God’s movement of God from 

breakfast through dinner,  

 

Paul’s message is met with both acceptance and rejection  

 

From his own experience, Paul makes a wise statement about 

God’s tenacity in such matters. When one people group stops 

participating, God pivots to the next. As God’s Spirit had said… 

 

 This people’s heart has grown dull 

 Their ears are hard of hearing… 

 They have shut their eyes…. 

 

However…. 

 

 The salvation of God has been sent to the Gentiles.  

They will listen  

 

 

 The movement continues!  

 

Considerations:  
 

Should Christian churches proclaim freedom, healing, release, 

new vision to all people?  Why or why not?   (Luke 4:18-19) 

 

As carriers of God’s good news and couriers of God’s salvific gift, 

with whom are we next supposed to share it?  

 Illiterates 

 Refugees 

 Outdoor enthusiasts 

 Medical providers  

 Racially marginalized 

 Veterans 

 Artists and musicians  

 “Sandwich” generation – caring for both parents and kids 

 Orphans 

 Widows 

 Impoverished 

 Socially isolated- ill, aged, abandoned 

 Sexual minorities 

 Business leaders 

 Slaves- financial, sexual  

 Mentally imbalanced 

 Social servants 

 Immigrants  

 Educational leaders 

 Homeless 

 “Nones” those who identify as “no” religion 

 Prisoners  

 Other: 

 

* Write your vision for how God’s movement might next touch 

one of the above groups:  
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