
Risky Business 
    
 First and foremost, I need to point out this Parent Challenge has nothing to 
do with Tom Cruise dancing in his underwear, but I thought the title was 
appropriate.  I have always enjoyed the thrill of adventures.  There is 
something that makes you feel alive in that moment right before you do 
something you know is somewhat dangerous.  As a kid I loved taking risks, 
but I was smarter than all of the other kids, I would take calculated risks.  I 
would at least walk up to the ramp and look at it before I flung myself and my 
bike over it.  This sense of adventure and risk taking is unfortunately not 
something I grew out of. At one point in my life, it may or may not have been 
recently, two friends and I talked ourselves into jumping off of a bridge into a 
lake.  The bridge was fairly tall, maybe 60 ft, and I promise you it was not 
something I looked forward to.  But as I mentioned, I only take calculated 
risks,	so we asked some gentlemen with a depth finder to let us know how 
deep it was before we jumped.   After finding out the water was deep enough 
we made our way up to the bridge, climbed over the rail, and just stared 
down.  I knew I had to jump soon because as every second passed I was 
quickly talking myself out of doing it.  There I was standing on a bridge 
looking down to the water below, knees knockin’ and voice shakin’.  I looked 
over at my friend and asked, “Should I jump?” 
His abrupt response was “Yes”, and that was all I needed.  The next thing I 
knew I was coming up for air.   
     Looking back at that day, I’m not sure I would jump off the bridge again, 
but I’m glad I did it that one time.  The sense of adventure and the thrill of 
jumping off a 50ft bridge was well worth the minimal risk.  Looking back at my 
life, there are plenty of risks I have taken for enjoyment sake, but I wonder 
how many risks I have taken for the gospel’s sake? We all know that taking a 
risk is scary.  Taking a risk can expose us, cause us pain, and bring us 
humiliation.  Often times, if the risk you are taking will affect the status quo, 
then it will be worthwhile, and if it is worthwhile, there will certainly be people 
who are against it.  This is always the case with the gospel.  I don’t think it is 
possible to advance the gospel without taking some type of risk. An example 
of this is our downtown service.  As we move closer to our downtown service 
beginning in August, we know there are risks involved, but we fully believe 
these risks are worth it as we ‘seek the welfare of the city.’ 
   It has been a while since I have taken a risk for the sake of the gospel so 
this parent challenge is just as much a challenge to me as I hope it is to you.  
The challenge this week is to examine our lives and see if we are taking risks 
to share Christ with others.  These risks don’t to have to be huge. A risk could 
simply be someone turning you down when you invite them to church.  
However big or small these risks are, they are necessary if we want to 
advance God’s kingdom here on earth.  “For whoever would save his life will 
lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will save it.” Luke 9:24 Will you 
lose your life this week for the sake of Christ?	


