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Chestnut Grove Baptist Church 
Committee/Team Reports for Quarterly Business Meeting 

 
October 11, 2021 

(Committee Reports cover April – October, 2021) 
 

STANDING COMMITTEES 
Committees that did not submit a report will have the opportunity to give an oral report at the business meeting on 

Sunday, October 17, 2021 

 

Audio-Visual Team 

The A/V team has had some transition over the last half year.  Chestnut Grove hired Randy Rogers to 
oversee the A/V team in June.  Since then, we have done recruiting and training of new team 
members.  We went from 5 team members to 15 over the summer.  We have been training the new 
members by having them apprentice other people.  Most of them have already gotten to the point 
that they have ran their station by themselves.  We have also added some new equipment, most of 
which have been donated to Chestnut Grove.  3 new wireless mics, a couple of portable speakers, 
new mic stands, and new chairs for the A/V booth.  We are looking into three possible major 
upgrades but will probably only do one or two of those in the next six months.   
Submitted by Zac Cannon 

Benevolence Committee 

No Report Submitted 

 

Broadus Wood Thursday Tutors 

No activity currently due to Covid 

 

Building and Grounds Committee 

Recent Buildings and Grounds activity included taking care of several diseased or dangerous trees to 
continue to provide a safe place for our children and preschoolers to meet and play. The pavilion 
garage roof was pressure washed, removing layers of debris and moss. This should extend the life of 
the roof on that building. Several electricians have been asked to provide ideas/estimates on 
improved exterior lighting for safety. Additional tasks have been performed to keep interior spaces, 
plumbing, bathrooms, and appliances at peak operation standards.   
Buildings and Grounds Staff Liaison  
Zac Cannon  

Bylaws Committee 

No Report Submitted 

 

Children’s Ministry 

Throughout the spring and summer months tweens, 4th-6th grade, gathered on Sunday afternoons. 
We read through several Psalms, explored a variety of Scripture, and discussed the importance of 
God’s word in our everyday lives. We concluded our Tween Time together with a fun excursion to 
Natural Bridge adventures.  
Vacation Bible School took place on June 28-29. We hosted a total of 50 children and 18 adults/youth 
that helped make it possible. We explored two of the “lost parables” and sang about how much God 
loves each of us.  We are all children of God!! I am excited that we were able to witness to many in 
our community during these 2 awesome days. 
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During May and June, we agreed to partner with 3 sets of parents as they brought their children to 
be dedicated. What a beautiful ceremony to recognize these sweet gifts from God.  
For the months of June – August children aged 3-4th grade were invited to participate in children’s 
worship during the 9:00 worship hour. We started with everyone together in the basement for 
opening and praise songs and then split into two age groups for outside lessons.  
This year we explored a different venue for children’s summer camp.  We took off for Centri-Kid 
camp in Maryland from July 12-16 with 12 4th-6th graders. A special thank you to Steve Turner for 
assisting with chaperoning! It was an awesome week of discovering how to walk like Jesus.  
We ended the summer with a big celebration to bring in the new school year both for our children 
and youth. We enjoyed lunch on church grounds along with sliding down the slip & slide, running 
through sprinklers and racing through the bounce house maze. During the month of August, we 
celebrated children in worship with multigenerational activities. Children led in worship songs and 
engaged with our congregational community in conversation.  
September 12 was our kick-off for Children’s Formation Hour. We currently have nursery, 4yr. olds – 
first grade and second-sixth grade classes.  We begin in room 106 for opening and then split into our 
age level groups.  
Kaleidoscope began on October 3 during the 9:30 Worship Hour. Children ages 3-2nd grade are 
invited to leave worship prior to the sermon time to go to Kaleidoscope.  We explore Bible stories and 
the beautiful ways that God has created the world for us and how we are a part of God’s great big 
story.  
Joyfully Submitted, 
Barbara Edwards 

 

Clerk and Assistant 

No report submitted. 

 
Connection Team 
No report submitted. 

 
Deacons’ Report 

Deacons continue to meet the 2nd Tuesday of each month.  In September, to kick off Fall Launch, the 
deacons hosted a cookout which featured a smoked chicken dinner and potluck with Mac & Cheese 
and Pie contests.  We continue to care for the CGBC community. 
Respectfully Submitted 
Joe Huff, Chair 
 

Earlysville Exchange 

The Earlysville Exchange staff, volunteers and the Committee have continued to work together 

to maintain store operations amongst the ever change nature of this pandemic. Despite the 

challenges, we were excited to donate to a few of our community partners! In the 2nd quarter, we 

were able to support a local eagle scout project, change the layout of the store, and return to normal 

operating hours. Additionally, we have begun our anniversary preparations and look forward to 

celebrating with the community in a COVID safe way in November. As always, we are thankful for 

Chestnut Grove, our community and donation contributions. 

In Christ, John Farr, Benny Clark, Sheila McClung, and Dianna Raymond 

Facilities Usage 
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No Report Submitted 

 

Finance Committee 

The Finance Committee developed a dashboard to highlight our key financial indicators. A copy of the 
dashboard through August 2021 is attached. In April, Chestnut Grove received forgiveness of the 
$96,000.00 loan that was awarded through the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP), which helped 
cover salaries, benefits, and utilities. Through the Fall, the Finance Committee has been working with 
the Personnel Committee to explore the financial feasibility of hiring a Worship Arts Minister. 
Attachments:  Financial Dashboard; Account Summary Report Through August 2021 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  Laura Vinzant (Chair), Kim Casteen (Treasurer), Amy Gaertner, Wade 
Hampton, Clarence Roberts, and Bill Tornrose,  
 

Firewood Ministry 

We have been very fortunate to have plenty of wood for our ministry!  A lot of it still requires 
processing, but we are working on that weekly.  This summer we were extra fortunate to have a 
crew from Nigel Wood Tree Service drop by with equipment and move most of the logs from all over 
the back lot to one place and cut them all to length.  It saved us a years’ worth of manual labor of 
cutting and moving logs, and now lets us just split and stack!  Please think of Nigel Wood if you need 
tree work done! 
We also have been collecting wood from the area as people have tree work done and also by cutting 
the occasional tree.  We have already stacked several rows in the building from those gatherings in 
preparation for this winter.   
Thank you also to ALL of those who have helped this year and over the many years to continue this 
ministry by donating wood, time, materials, and money that have kept the ministry going for those 
who depend on it so much. 
  
Respectfully submitted,  Robbie Fisher, Peter Bowyer, Joe Brown CGBC Wood Ministry Team 
Our inspiration: Proverbs 26:20a   “For lack of wood the fire goes out”(ESV) 
 

First Impressions Team 

These months have been challenging for First Impressions. We have had five members who 
requested to leave the team, three members are recovering from sickness and surgery and some 
members continue to be inactive due to covid and not having the nursery for children.   
When we had the two morning worship services we were able to provide greeters, two for the 9:00 
service and one for the 11:00 service. A special thanks to six dedicated members including Dianna 
Raymond who came to our rescue and volunteered to serve on the team. 
Now with the outside evening service, it is difficult to find someone to greet. We look forward to 
getting back to normal when we can schedule for a month at a time.  
If you would like to serve on the First Impressions Ministry, please contact me at 973-7326. It is a 
great place to serve and none better to meet people. 
 
Submitted by Charles Crenshaw 
 

Formation 

No Report Submitted 

 

GA’s (Girls in Action) 
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No activity currently due to Covid 

 

Historian 

No Report Submitted 
 

J.O.Y Club 
The J.O.Y. (“Just Older Youth”) Club continues to meet in person as COVID restrictions allow.  During 
the month of October, the J.O.Y. Club will meet for Pastor’s Pancakes at the home of Pastor 
Lance.  Each month members receive a newsletter, via email or “snail mail”, with updates about on-
going events at Chestnut Grove, parishioner prayer requests and concerns, as well as opportunities to 
gather in-person when the chance arises.  In tandem with the youth, J.O.Y. Club members are 
participating in an “intergenerational cross pollination” experience by exchanging baseball cards. 
If you would like to receive the monthly newsletter or participate in our baseball card 
exchange, please contact Sarah. 
With gratitude, Sarah Ford 
 

Long Range Planning 

No Report Submitted 

 

Media Library 

No Report Submitted 

 

Membership 

No Report Submitted 

 
Missions and Outreach Committee…FRUIT CO-OP 

You did not choose me but I choose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last. 
John 15:16 

The Fruit Co-op will serve Chestnut Grove in three primary tasks: 
Collaboration - the team will synchronize the multitude of short and longer-term projects already 
being carried out by various groups at Chestnut Grove. 
Communication - the team will report completed ministries and promote upcoming opportunities 
via all church communication tools. This will enable our entire community to be informed. 
Coordination - the team will also determine viability and initial logistics of church-wide fruit-bearing 
opportunities. We will gather information, appoint willing leaders, set event –appropriate participation 
standards and recruit participants for missions to which we endeavor. 
The Co-op has been busy and productive working with our church to help with activities that produce 
“Lasting Fruit”.  We continue to look at mission opportunities with-in our church, community, state, 
country and globally. We will continue to approach missions in these arenas. 
2021 continues with great joy in serving Our Lord and caring for our community! The quarters review 
will be an abridged version of our “Lasting Fruit” activities. 
 
April:  
PACEM and The Haven: We purchased and delivered 20 laundry pod containers to both  
The Haven and PACEM. (2,160 laundry loads for each location) Helping our homeless neighbors wash 
their clothing. 
 
May : 
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The Haven:  We purchased and delivered short sleeve Tee Shirts to The Haven. Helping to provide 
summer clothing to our homeless neighbors. 
 
Teachers Support : We are thankful for the caring, courageous Teachers who have worked 
tirelessly embracing as many new ways as needed to continue to educate our children. They gave 
selflessly of their talents, time, and finances. We offered each Teacher and Assistant an additional 
$150.00 to help with completing the school year. We are so grateful and proud of the amazing heart 
our teachers have. Many children are being blessed by these wonderful Teachers as they learn during 
these challenging times. 
  
Woman’s Emergency Shelter : 
We purchased and delivered shorts and lounge wear to The Woman’s Emergency Shelter supporting 
women as they transition out of dangerous situations.  
 
June:  
PACEM : We continued to support  PACEM as our most vulnerable  homeless neighbors  moved to a 
new location on Premiere Circle . We purchased and delivered 10 laundry pod containers, paper 
towels and Coffee Mate creamers.  
 
July and August : 
Back to School Supplies:  We contacted 15 Albemarle and Greene County schools to asses this 
year’s needs. Due to Covid and virtual learning last year, many schools had an abundance of 
backpacks. We purchased, divided, and packaged about $1,500 in requested school supplies. 14 local 
elementary, middle, and high schools were helped. Many students and their families received school 
supplies to help make this a successful learning year.   Agnor –Hurt Elem. school requested a 
donation of $100.00 to their school nurse to provide needed emergency clothing. We happily met the 
request and will continue to help when needed. 
 
September: 
Backpack Buddies- Due to Covid and schools receiving grants for food, Broadus Wood requested 
Cheerios for each of their 14 class rooms. We purchased and delivered. We will continue to support 
them as needed. PACEM: We purchased and 2 Formation groups packaged 30 mess kits, containing 
plate, bowl, glass, silverware in mess washable bags.  Hygiene Kits:  We purchased the needed 
supplies to package 100 kits. 2 Formation groups assembled and packed the 100 kits to be delivered 
to the BGAV in Richmond. The hygiene kits will help many who were affected by natural disaster and 
the many refugees relocating to Virginia.   
 
Food Collection : CG continues to make a huge difference in the lives of friends and neighbors with 
one of our local mission projects  to “Feed His Sheep”! Currently, due to Covid restrictions we are 
providing finical support. We support both Feeding Greene and the Earlysville Food Pantry at Buck 
Mountain Episcopal Church.    
 
Global Missions: We continue to pray for and watch for how God is calling us to help our many 
world neighbors.   
 
Earlysville Exchange…please see entry for this wonderful community ministry. 
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There are many wonderful mission opportunities on the horizon for us to share God’s abundant Love, 
Grace, and Provision with Lasting Fruit throughout our communities! Please watch the CGBG 
newsletter for ideas of how You can be the hands and feet of Christ in your world. We thank you for 
your continued prayers and for the wonderful ways you are answering God’s call to “Missions and 
Outreach”. Please contact any member of the Fruit Co-op with your needs or Spirit inspired ideas. We 
look expectantly toward our next mission project. May God open the eyes of our hearts to see the 
needs around us.  Thank you for generously giving to and serving others in His Name!  
To God Be the Glory for the Great Things He Has Done! 
Smiles and Blessings, The Fruit Co-op/ Missions and Outreach Committee 

 

Music 

No report submitted. 
 

Nominating Committee 

No report submitted. 
 

Pasture to Produce 

No report submitted. 
 

Personnel 

The personnel committee has met approximately 10 times during this time period. We were happy to 
welcome Randy Rogers as the Part-time AV Steward. Randy brings years of experience, passion, and 
excitement for this work. Thank you, Randy! 
 
We continued to evaluate staffing needs and prayerfully considered next steps for CGBC. Our nudges 
kept returning us to worship and possible staffing that would complement current staffing. Thank you 
to Lance, Katie and Tom who led us through a 3-week exploration of worship through sermons, 
music, engagement in worship, and congregational conversations.  
 
After a season of listening, prayer, and discerning, the committee is proposing that CGBC hire an 
Associate Pastor of Worship Arts, full time. The position purpose, description, responsibilities, and 
proposed package (also attached) has been shared via email and a hybrid congregational session 
held to allow for feedback and questions as well as the opportunity to reach out to a team member 
with questions. Recommendation: The personnel team unanimously recommends that this position, 
role, and compensation package be presented to the congregation for a vote. This will occur by 
electronic and paper vote with more information to be communicated with the ballot.  
 
During the process of evaluation of a new position, the decision was also made to consider a part-
time interim. We felt that the congregation was energized by the short period of time Tom was with 
us. The back-up plan to reach out to musicians for their participation was not successful as there was 
no one to coordinate the efforts. It was very exciting that we learned Tom’s schedule changed after 
he left CGBC. He was open to the possibility and willing to prayerfully be still and wait out the 
congregational process. After a vote of affirmation, we are delighted to welcome Tom back through 
the end of December. 
 
In the coming month, the team will be conducting evaluations. More information will follow for 
congregational input in the evaluation process as well as the opportunity to express gratitude and 
appreciation for our awesome Pastors: Barbara, Lance and Zac! 
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Respectfully submitted,  
Tony Brown, Mel Bowyer, Vinton Bruton, Mitzi Hammer, Bryan Harris, Sharon Veith (chair) 
 

Preschool 
Chestnut Grove Preschool is active, energetic and faith filled!!  We hired a new director, teacher, and 
teacher assistant over the summer.  A big welcome to Sara Albrecht, director, Robyn Mauney, 
teacher, and Rachel Strandh, teacher assistant. Our current enrollment is 31 children. This year we 
added a “Transitional Kindergarten” with 6 students. Each day is filled with learning how to work 
together, writing, language skills, art, creative play and learning about God and Jesus. Our goal is to 
be a blessing to our community and to be able to accommodate parents so that their children may be 
encompassed each day by loving, faith filled models.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Barbara Edwards 
 
 

RA’s 

No activity currently due to Covid 

 

 

Social Committee 

No Report Submitted 

 

 

Tweens 

See Children’s Ministry Report 

 

Union Church 

The Boy Scout Eagle project at the Union Church undertaken by Victor Romanko is nearing 
completion.  Victor’s project, an outdoor bench and accompanying brick pad for the bench, is looking 
excellent.  It should be finished by the end of October and will be a very nice community 
amenity.  Thanks to all who donated items or money to his fundraiser yard sale for the project, held 
back in June on the Union Church grounds, and a great success.   
 
The Union Church Committee is not able to determine yet if we will be able to hold the annual 5PM 
Earlysville Christmas Eve Carol Sing.  Pandemic conditions at the holidays will dictate and we will 
announce in December if or not the Carol Sing will take place this year.   

Respectfully submitted 
Jodie Webber, Chair  

 

Vacation Bible School 

See Children’s Ministry Report 

 

WMU (Women’s Missionary Union) Report 
No Activity currently due to Covid 
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Youth 

During the summer, our youth continued to meet in junior high and high school small groups. This 
also included combined activities outside, sometimes including the tweens as well. We also had a 
fantastic retreat on the James River in June at lodging provided by The Edge Christian Camp. We 
welcomed our new seventh graders at the end of August with a Lip Sync Battle. This Fall we are 
focusing on emotional intelligence: understanding our emotions and handling relationships well. We 
were excited to start a brunch style youth gathering at 11am following the morning worship service.  
In love and service,  
Zac Cannon, Associate Pastor of Youth  

 


