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Chestnut Grove Baptist Church 
Committee/Team Reports for Quarterly Business Meeting 

 
March 27, 2022 

(Committee Reports cover January – March 2022) 
 

STANDING COMMITTEES 
Committees that did not submit a report will have the opportunity to give an oral report at the business meeting on 

Sunday, March 27, 2022 

 

Audio-Visual Team 
In the A/V ministry we have been making great strides over the last six months.  We have improved some of our 
equipment.  For example, we have a new digital mixing board.  We have several new specialized microphones for use 

with the drums, wind and string instruments, the choir, and the bell choir.  We have some new mic stands that adjust to 

various needs.  When it comes to equipment improvements with musical gear, some things are inexpensive, and others 
are not.  We don’t make any purchases without much thought and conversation about the cost to effect ratio. 

We currently have had problems with the software that we use to show things on the screen.  The company that makes it 
did an update that caused problems for anyone using a Mac computer, like we do in the upper room, and they don’t 

seem to be in any hurry to fix it.  We have made some adjustments to somewhat mitigate the problems. However, we 
may need to make some changes regarding this problem.  

The A/V ministry has lots of equipment, but the real value is the people serving in the team.  I cannot say enough about 

these individuals.  They are dedicated, and what they are doing behind the scenes help others worship.  It is a tough job, 
in this way.  If the A/V team is doing everything right, then we are never noticed.  If we make a mistake, people are well 

aware that we are there.  And still these volunteers show up week after week to serve this congregation.  This 
congregation includes everyone in the room and everyone watching online. 

The people who volunteer to run the sound have had a learning curve as we changed to the new digital mixing board.  

They have enthusiastically taken to the challenge.  I have been pleasantly surprised at how fast they are picking it up.  
That board is currently in front of the sound booth for ease of training.  It will be moved into the A/V booth in a few 

weeks. 
Submitted by Randy Rodgers, AV Steward 
 

Benevolence Committee 
No Report Submitted (Chairperson vacant) 

 

Building and Grounds Committee 
The Buildings and Grounds – in cooperation with the Long-Range Planning committee and Pasture to Produce – has 

helped facilitate a Spring-Cleaning Day. This opportunity provided all of Chestnut Grove with the chance to help purge, 
chop, trash, plant, and restore our spaces and property, beautifying it for Easter. We have also gotten estimates on 

several mid-range projects, including painting and exterior lighting. Additional tasks have been performed to keep interior 
spaces, plumbing, bathrooms, and appliances at peak operation standards.   

Respectfully Submitted - Zac Cannon, Buildings and Grounds Staff Liaison 
 

Cemetery Team 
No Report Submitted 

 

CGBC 250 Year Anniversary Committee 
The 250th Anniversary Committee has been meeting regularly to plan events for this celebration. CGBC's Official 250th 

birthday is January 9th, 2023. We have decided to celebrate on two different days: 

Sunday, January 8th, 2023: A few ideas we have been discussing but not limited to: Special church service with guest 
speaker, opening the church's time capsule of artifacts from the past to be displayed and viewed, adding recent events to 

our CGBC History, creating a timeline of events. 
Sunday in May or June 2023, Date TBD:  A few ideas we have been discussing but not limited to: Spring 

Homecoming on the church property to continue the celebration when the weather is warmer, use of past CGBC 
cookbooks, and yard games-old and new, etc.  
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A few things we could use some help with:  
1. We need photos of past events, moments, and celebrations at the church! Please look through your photos and share 

them with us! You may scan these photos and send them to Nickie at office@chestnutgrovebaptist.org or you may bring 
them in the church office, and we will scan them and return them!  Please just make sure they are labeled so we may 

return them to you! If you are interested in helping to compile videos and photos, please contact Brittany Mullinex 

(brittany.veith@gmail.com). 
2. If you are interested in helping us create a project around church recipes, please contact Jodie Koch 

(kochandwebber@centurylink.net). 
3. Is History your thing?? Are you interested in helping to add recent events/celebrations/etc. to our church's history? 

Please contact Charles Crenshaw (cccoriole@aol.com) 
Respectfully Submitted - Mimi Tornrose, Joe Huff, Jodie Koch, Dianna Raymond, Bobby Casteen, Charles Crenshaw (Co-
chair), Brittany Mullinex (Co-Chair) 
 

Children’s Ministry 
Sunday mornings are a time of much joy and excitement in the children’s wing. Beginning at 8:30 our nursery is open for 

children 2 and under. Lily Proffitt welcomes them with open arms and shares God’s love. During the 8:30 Worship Hour 
children through second grade are invited to go downstairs after opening to Kaleidoscope. This is a time for the children 

to explore Jesus in new and engaging ways.  

Sunday Evenings are a time for our Tweens (4th – 6th grade) to come together and participate in learning how to become 
disciples through lessons, missions and conversations. We meet in the Upper Room from 6:00-7:15 PM.  

On February 11 Parents were invited to have a “Parent’s Night Out” while their children enjoyed crafts, games and a 
movie in the Revitalized Basement. A super fun time was had by all! 

On February 25 children were invited to a Fun Friday Movie Night in the Revitalized Basement. We popped popcorn and 

watched an awesome movie together.  
On March 1 we celebrated “Fat Tuesday” with a pancake dinner and pancake relays! We learned about getting rid of the 

flour, eggs, oil and butter and making room for thinking about Jesus during Lent.  
Kaleidoscope Music began on Wednesday, March 9 from 6:30-7:30 PM with Kathryn Arthur leading. Children ages 3-2nd 

grade are invited to learn about Mozart Mouse and Beethoven Bear and they teach music concepts and learn a song. We 
are thankful for Kathryn’s enthusiasm and teaching.  

Our Children’s Committee met on March 8 to discuss future plans for our Children’s Ministry. We are planning a pre-Easter 

family gathering on April 16 from 9:00-11:00 on the back lawn. We will explore the Easter Story, have breakfast snacks, a 
craft that will be part of our Easter Celebration on Sunday morning. Save the date! 

Joyfully Submitted - Barbara Edwards, Minister for Children and Families 

 

Deacons’ Report 
Deacons continue to meet monthly to discuss various aspects of church activity.  The Deacons continue to be a servant 

group whose primary focus is to assist Pastoral staff with caring for the congregation.  We are looking forward to working 
and caring for the congregation in 2022. 

Respectfully Submitted - Joe Huff, Chair 
 

Earlysville Exchange 
We have been very active for the last three months.  We had a Children’s Christmas Shop and Santa right before the 

Holidays.  We closed between Christmas Eve and January 5 as we usually do, and reopened when the power finally came 
back on, January 9, 2022.  We have started carrying “Earlysville” Merchandise – hats, shirts, and hoodies – which have 

been a big success and have been shipped worldwide already!  Come get yours!  We are choosing various partners to 
“Round Up” for at the register – all donations through the register for that period will go to the partner of choice.  Our 

partner for January is All Blessings Flow.  We will match the donations received when we send the check to Annie Dodd. 

We have had a steady flow of International Neighbors families coming.  Families from Afghanistan, The Congo, and Syria 
have all been in this quarter.  A total of 11 families have been here this quarter up through 3/17/22.  We are also working 

closely with Albemarle Social Services to place baby items that we can’t normally take along with some other furniture 
with Afghan refugee families that are here locally, but not plugged in to any other resources yet.  We made it through 

Covid and now, like the church, we are masks optional for the first time in 2 years.  With the warmer weather and most 

of us being mask free, there is a more hopeful, optimistic feeling in the store!  Come see for yourself! 

Respectfully Submitted, Benny Clark 

 

 

mailto:office@chestnutgrovebaptist.org
mailto:brittany.veith@gmail.com
mailto:kochandwebber@centurylink.net
mailto:cccoriole@aol.com


3 

 

Finance Committee 
As part of the 2022 budget process, the Finance Committee asked the congregation to prayerfully consider their personal 

responsibility in funding the ministries of Chestnut Grove by pledging their anticipated annual offering. Our goal was to 

achieve pledges totaling $620,000 annually, which would require average weekly giving of $11,923. Through 11 weeks of 
2022, average weekly giving is $12,956.  

 

 
 

After review of income and expenses through February, the Finance Committee recommends revising the budget to 

provide funding through December for worship arts staffing. Finance recommends that funding may be used for an 
interim, a permanent staff person, or some combination of both, as determined by the Personnel Committee. A copy of 

the revised budget recommendation is attached. 
Attachments:  Revised 2022 Budget, Financial Dashboard, Account Summary Report Through Feb. 2022 

Respectfully Submitted - Laura Vinzant (Chair), Kim Casteen (Treasurer), Charles Crenshaw, Amy Gaertner, Wade 
Hampton, Clarence Roberts, and Bill Tornrose 

 

Firewood Ministry 
We have fulfilled all the wood needs we were aware of this year – most likely we are done for the year, although we 
sometimes have to deliver another load or two in the late Spring.  So far this wood season we have processed and 

delivered 41 loads of wood to families who needed it to stay warm.  Thanks to the group who helped on one of the 

Church workdays – that was a huge help getting us to where we are!  We still have lots of wood to process at the church 
and we are always getting calls about wood donations, so we have more to gather!  That’s what makes it all work. 

 
Thank you everyone who has helped over the many years to continue this ministry by donating wood, time, materials, 

and money to keep this ministry going for those who depend on it so much. 

Respectfully submitted, Robbie Fisher, Peter Bowyer, Joe Brown CGBC Wood Ministry Team 
Our inspiration: Proverbs 26:20a “For lack of wood the fire goes out” (ESV) 
 

First Impressions Team 
No Report Submitted 

 

Flowers/Decorations Team 
No Report Submitted 

 
Historian 

Vacant position 

 
J.O.Y Club 

No Report Submitted 
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Landscaping Team 
No Report Submitted 

 
 

Long Range Planning 
The Long-Range Planning committee re-engaged this year after essentially a year off in 2021. Prior to the pandemic, LRP 

was in the midst of significant planning to initiate changes in the way our church utilizes existing spaces, but all of that 
work halted in March 2020.  

The existing Long/Medium range plan has carried us to this point and the committee has begun to look at plans for the 
short to long term future. We have decided that our focus this year will be identifying maintenance and minor renovation 

needs that should be addressed, some of which are already a part of the Medium/Long range plan for this year. We are 

looking at options for Parking Lot upgrades and exterior painting within the coming year. In addition, we plan to pursue 
an energy audit to identify areas where the church can benefit from upgrades to be better stewards of our finances and 

the earth. 
The LRP committee “co-sponsored” the clean-up day at the church on March 19, beginning the work of “refreshing” our 

spaces. 
Respectfully Submitted – Steve Turner, Chair 

 

Missions and Outreach Committee…FRUIT CO-OP 
You did not choose me, but I choose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last. John 15:16 
The Fruit Co-op will serve Chestnut Grove in three primary tasks: 

Collaboration - the team will synchronize the multitude of short and longer-term projects already being carried out by 

various groups at Chestnut Grove. 
Communication - the team will report completed ministries and promote upcoming opportunities via all church 

communication tools. This will enable our entire community to be informed. 
Coordination - the team will also determine viability and initial logistics of church-wide fruit-bearing opportunities. We 

will gather information, appoint willing leaders, set event –appropriate participation standards and recruit participants for 
missions to which we endeavor. 

The Co-op has been busy and productive working with our church to help with activities that produce “Lasting Fruit”.  We 

continue to look at mission opportunities with-in our church, community, state, country and globally. We will continue to 
approach missions in these arenas. 

2022 continues with great joy in serving Our Lord and caring for our community! The quarters review will be an abridged 
version of our “Lasting Fruit” activities. 

Rise Against Hunger, CGBC 11th. Year 

During our Advent Season, Chestnut Grove Baptist Church raised $15,750.00 For RAH. The first Packing Event was 
scheduled for Sunday Jan. 2, 2022 but postponed.  The Packing Event was rescheduled for Sunday February 6,2022. 

Thank you for all the hands who helped unload the truck, set up, clean up and especially pack 36,000 meals during the 
two morning packing events. The 9,000 remaining meals were packed by a Richmond high school while also allowing the 

students the opportunity to learn about charity management.  The meals will help many of our global friends.  
Backpack Buddies 

Due to Covid and schools receiving grants for food, Broadus Wood requested Cheerios for each of their 14 classrooms to 

supplement snacks. We purchase and deliver. We will continue to support them as needed. 
Food Collection: 

CG continues to make a huge difference in the lives of friends and neighbors with one of our local missions emphasizes to 
“feed His sheep”! We have learned through Covid restrictions, that “money donations” buy more food than when we 

collect. Look for new opportunities to donate funds. Fresh vegetables from Pasture to Produce will continue to be 

donated. We support both Feeding Greene, Earlysville Food Pantry, Buck Mountain Epis. Church, and Loaves and Fishes. 
Global Missions: We continue to pray for and watch for how God is calling us to help our many world neighbors.   

  
Earlysville Exchange:  Please see entry for this wonderful community ministry. 

                                                                                           

There are many wonderful mission opportunities on the horizon for us to share God’s abundant Love, Grace, and 
Provision with Lasting Fruit throughout our communities! Please watch the Newsletter for ideas of how You can be the 

hands and feet of Christ in your world. 
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We thank you for your continued prayers and for the wonderful ways you are answering God’s call to “Missions and 
Outreach”. Please contact any member of the Fruit Co-op with your needs or Spirit inspired ideas. We look expectantly 

toward our next mission project. May God open the eyes of our hearts to see the needs around us. 
Thank you for generously giving to and serving others in His Name! 

To God Be the Glory for Great Things He Has Done! 
Smiles and Blessings, 
The Fruit Co-op/ Missions and Outreach 

 
Music 

The Music Ministry is enjoying a season of growth and change. Praise Team is steadily at work adding new material 

while deepening our friendships. Some members are learning new instruments, others are exploring theory and 
composition to help find fresh approaches to familiar songs. The weekly Oasis gathering has been a beautiful addition to 

our rhythm and allows us to spend even more time in worship with other Chestnut Grove family members. Katie Alfano 
and the Bell Choir diligently prepare new pieces for monthly bell Sundays and are finding creative ways to collaborate 

with staff and other musicians. Callie Vinzant and the Youth Praise Band continue their work together and are considering 

ways to deepen their approach to leading us in meaningful times of worship. We still hope to see a choir form again, and 
Mimi Tornrose has graciously made herself available to help lead one. As if by design, Covid restrictions seem to 

be loosening just in time for Easter - our songs of celebration will be especially joyful.  
Respectfully Submitted – Tom Conlon, Interim Worship Arts Leader 

 

Nominating Committee 
No Report Submitted 

Pasture to Produce 
Pasture to Produce has begun garden prep season. Volunteers have completely prepared one of our beds. We will be 
planting potatoes, okra, cucumbers, several different squashes, tomatoes, and peppers. We are using Instagram and 

Facebook to hopefully get the message out to the community.  Thanks to Tonya King for designing an ad for the Daily 

Progress and CBS19 community calendar. 
Respectfully Submitted - Josh Hatcher, Chair 

 
Personnel 

Personnel completed and finalized annual reviews. We have continued to monitor and be informed by Finance regarding 

current giving trends as it relates to the Minister of Worship Arts position. With the support of finance, and pending 

budget revision approval, personnel will move forward by requesting the deacons begin the process of selecting a 
proposed search team. At a future date, deacons will present the proposed search team for approval. The team will not 

be “activated” until finance’s budget reassessment.  Please refer to Finance’s proposal within this report (highlighted) for 
the March 27 business meeting. 

Respectfully submitted - Tony Brown, Mel Bowyer, Vinton Bruton, Mitzi Hammer, Bryan Harris, Sharon Veith (chair) 

 
Preschool 

Chestnut Grove Preschool is a faith based preschool program. Our goal is to provide a quality preschool program that 

enriches the lives of children both spiritually and academically through exploration, creative expression, and play. As an 
added service to the community, we strive to create an atmosphere where children love to learn, grow and play. The 

2021-2022 school year we were blessed with 31 children on roll. 
January and February’s curriculum focused on winter related themes. During these months, the classrooms learned about 

snow/ice, woodland animals, and animals in the winter. The children learned about the weather the winter months bring 
us, the colder temperatures and maybe even a little snow. They discussed certain types of animals and what they do in 

the winter. The children learned new songs like the hibernation song and read books related to the themes such as The 
Mitten by Jan Brett and Winter Dance by Marion Dane Bauer. 
January and February’s chapel lessons focused on The Ten Commandments.  Through this unit, we discussed how God 

wants us to love him and how He wants us to live with and love each other. 
In January we had a pancake and pajama day.  Our fun event for February was celebrating Valentine’s Day!  

The month of March we spent talking about community helpers. We were blessed with having several people from our 

community come helps us out with this. Ms. Marien from the JMRL bookmobile came and read a book to the children, 
Pastor Lance King talked about his job as the Pastor of Chestnut Grove Baptist Church, the Earlysville Fire Department 
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spoke to us about fire safety and the children were able to explore the Fire Truck. Our transitional Kindergarten classroom 
also did a Space theme, and they made a spaceship and space center for the students to explore and play. 

For chapel in March, we learned about the season of Lent. We talked about Ash Wednesday and what it means to confess 
and repent. We listened to parables about Jesus’ work on earth and how he helped heal people, how he spread the word 

of the lord and how he helped make the world a better place through love and forgiveness. 

In March the children had the opportunity to go on a field trip and explore Wildrock; a natural outside exploration 
playground. We also celebrated “Read across America” by reading an array of children’s books by various authors.  And of 

course, March is not complete with having a little fun on St. Patrick’s Day. We all wore green and lessons revolved around 
some noble things St. Patrick did as well as the symbol of the shamrock representing the holy trinity. 

Respectfully Submitted – Sara Albrecht, Director 

 

Social Committee & Special events/Funeral Coordinator  
No Report Submitted 

 

Union Church 
The Union Church Committee is planning to hold the Community Egg Hunt on Saturday, April 16 at 10:30 AM at the 
Union Church and all local children, ages 2-Fifth grade, are invited.  Bring your Easter basket and 6 colored eggs! Prizes 

awarded for finding the Golden Eggs! 
This will be our first event since the Christmastime before the pandemic started and we are excited and optimistic that we 

will be able to hold this one. 

Respectfully submitted - Jodie Webber, chair 
 

Vacation Bible School 
No Report Submitted 

 

Youth 
This quarter, like everyone else, we have been weaving and navigating our way through snow days and various pandemic 

hurdles. On Sunday mornings, our formation time has become a space for reflection and breakfast. Each week we have a 
list of small group questions that we take turns responding to as we get deeper and deeper into our spiritual lives. On 

Sunday evenings, we began – and are nearly completed with – our winter teaching series: Be Weird Be Kind Be Loved. 

Each week we look at one of these attributes through the lens of self, others, and God. Sarah Ford continues to be a 
great partner as our youth ministry intern. She has provided much needed perspective and companionship. Together, we 

are planning for fun things when the weather finally breaks; including a return to Passport camps this summer. 
In love and service - Zac Cannon, Associate Pastor of Youth  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


