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Chestnut Grove Baptist Church 
Committee/Team Reports for Quarterly Business Meeting 

 
January 12, 2022 

(Committee Reports cover October – December, 2021) 
 

STANDING COMMITTEES 
Committees that did not submit a report will have the opportunity to give an oral report at the business meeting on 

Wednesday, January 12, 2022 

 

Audio-Visual Team 

Randy Rogers continues to oversee and lead the Chestnut Grove A/V team in an organized and 
skilled fashion. Our team of volunteers continue to give of their time and talent diligently and faithful 
from week to week. We have nearly a dozen people on rotation to help provide quality audio, slide, 
and livestream components. We look forward to bringing even more people onto the team as we look 
forward to the next year! We have some exciting/big upgrades we would like to do as well to 
continue to help create a beautiful worship experience at Chestnut Grove.  
Submitted by AV Staff Liaison, Zac Cannon 
 

Benevolence Committee 

No Report Submitted 

 

Building and Grounds Committee 

The Buildings and Grounds committee has tabled a plan for parking lot upgrades, including better 
illumination and safety features, to resume conversations in early 2022. In the meantime, routine 
maintenance and small projects have continued. This includes the interior and exterior, keeping our 
campus beautiful and functioning. Special thanks to all who have lent a hand this year in a variety of 
ways, big and small!  
Submitted by Buildings and Grounds Staff Liaison, Zac Cannon  
 

Bylaws Committee 

No Report Submitted 

 

Children’s Ministry 

Children ages 3 – 2nd grade are invited to participate in “Kaleidoscope” each Sunday during the 8:30 
worship gathering. Children leave the Upper Room prior to the adult teaching time to explore God’s 
Work in new and creative ways.  
During the October 24 Fall Party, families were invited to participate in the Great Ice Cream 
Escape!  Much fun was had as families worked to escape and enjoy ice cream as a reward for saving 
the ice cream factory. Children of all ages also enjoyed the Petting Zoo that featured many small 
animals.  
Tweens (children 4th – 6th grade) met each Sunday afternoon in October and each evening in 
November and December. Together we explored Scripture, participated in missions, and played 
games. On November 21st, parents joined the children in “Greening of the Church” for Advent. On 
December 12th we celebrated with a party in the basement which included many minute-to-win-it 
games.  
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Sunday Formation Hour is an active and beautiful time when our children (ages 2-6th grade) gather 
for Opening Worship in room 106 at 9:50. We then gather into two age groups to further explore 
Bible stories and discuss how we can be disciples in our world today.  
Throughout December children practiced, learned, and recorded various scenes for the Christmas 
Play. On December 26 the play, “Special Delivery” was shown as the teaching time for Worship.  
 
Joyfully Submitted, 
Barbara Edwards 

 

Clerk and Assistant 

No report submitted. 

 
Deacons’ Report 

Deacons continue to meet on the 1st Tuesday of Each Month.  In December the Deacons completed 
their recruitment of Deacons for 2022 and have submitted this list and will be voted on by the 
congregation.  The Deacons continue to assist staff in caring for the Chestnut Grove community. 
 
Current Deacons present for congregational vote the following additions to the deacon 
team for 2022:  Kathryn Arthur (ordination), John Arthur (ordination), Heidi Farr (re-
affirmation), Kenny Williams (re-affirmation).  Voting will begin 1/12/22 and end 
1/26/22   
Respectfully Submitted - Joe Huff, Chair 
 

Earlysville Exchange 

Earlysville Exchange closed out an eventful 2021 with a bang. In November, we celebrated 7 years 
serving the community; and in December we were able to hold Santa story time and open the ever-
popular Children’s Christmas Shop where children could buy gifts for their family. Despite the 
challenging year and continuing uncertainty due to the pandemic, Earlysville Exchange was able to 
contribute $9000 to our partners. We could not do this without the support of Chestnut Grove and 
our community. In Christ, John Farr, Benny Clark, Sheila McClung, and Dianna Raymond 

 

Finance Committee 

During the fourth quarter, the Finance Committee worked to develop a budget for 2022 that was a 
5% total increase over the 2021 budget and included the following: 

• 11.5% of total budget directly supports ministries beyond CG via Cooperative Missions, Fruit 
Co-op, Benevolence, and Pasture to Produce 

• 2-5% increase in staff compensation 
• 12-month funding for the recently approved full-time Associate Pastor of Worship Arts 

• $6,000 reallocated from Theological & Worship Arts scholarship fund to expand an investment 
in Worship Arts ministry participants 

As part of the annual budget process this year, the Finance Committee asked the congregation to 
prayerfully consider their personal responsibility in funding the ministries of Chestnut Grove by 
pledging their anticipated annual offering. If pledges total $620,000 annually, we will proceed with 
full implementation of the 2022 plan. 
 
In addition to development of the 2022 budget, the Finance Committee discussed the use of gifts 
given in memory of parishioners and recommends the following policy regarding 
undesignated gifts: 
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Undesignated tithes and offerings are deposited to the Unified Budget. Third party gifts given in 
memory or in honor of a deceased parishioner are to be deposited to the Building Fund. 
Undesignated gifts given by the parishioner (e.g., in a will) will be disbursed at the discretion of the 
Finance Committee. Undesignated gifts given in honor of a living parishioner are to be disbursed at 
the discretion of the Finance Committee. 
 
Attachments:  Financial Dashboard, Account Summary Report Through November 2021 
Respectfully Submitted, Laura Vinzant (Chair), Kim Casteen (Treasurer), Amy Gaertner, Wade 
Hampton, Clarence Roberts, and Bill Tornrose,  
 

Firewood Ministry 

We have been processing wood almost every week, nearly filling the woodshed in preparation for 
cold weather.  So far, there hasn’t been a lot of cold weather, but we are going to be ready! 
We have delivered about 6 loads to several families already. 
We have been processing a very large oak tree at Wayne Sullivan’s, hauling the wood to the church.  
So far, we have hauled about 7 loads to the church from Wayne’s field.  There is more there to be 
split and moved. 
Thank you to Frank Ballif for his donations of wood, and there is a family in Mallard Lake that has 
donated half a dozen loads of split wood this Fall that Joe delivered.  Also, thank you to Jeff Shifflett 
for his assistance splitting one day and to Brody Huff for pitching in for several hours that same day! 
Thank you also to ALL of those who have helped this year and over the many years to continue this 
ministry by donating wood, time, materials, and money that have kept the ministry going for those 
who depend on it so much. 
Respectfully submitted, Robbie Fisher, Peter Bowyer, Joe Brown CGBC Wood Ministry Team 
Our inspiration: Proverbs 26:20a “For lack of wood the fire goes out” (ESV) 
 

First Impressions Team 

The First Impressions Team could use some additional active members. Some members continue to 
be inactive since covid. Since offering plates have not been passed, we have greeted and checked for 
mask at the Main Entrance and at the Upper Room door or doors. I am indebted to those who have 
volunteered on a regular basis. 
Since the church member who was janitor resigned his position a number of years ago, preparing the 
upper room for each worship service has fallen on First Impressions. This includes disposal of trash, 
the proper placement of Bibles and Hymnals and adding chairs when needed. It can be quite 
entertaining to see drawings and colorings when the children leave them behind. I can only hope it 
was the children. 
After seven years of being Chairman of the First Impressions Team, this will be my last report. It has 
been a pleasure serving the people and the church in this position. I am leaving the chairmanship 
knowing it will be in the capable hands of Katina Dudley. 
Submitted by Charles Crenshaw 
 

Historian 

Vacant position 
 

J.O.Y Club 
No Report Submitted 
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Long Range Planning 

No Report Submitted 

 

Missions and Outreach Committee…FRUIT CO-OP 
You did not choose me, but I choose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will 
last.             John 15:16 
The Fruit Co-op will serve Chestnut Grove in three primary tasks: 
Collaboration - the team will synchronize the multitude of short and longer-term projects already 
being carried out by various groups at Chestnut Grove. 
Communication - the team will report completed ministries and promote upcoming opportunities 
via all church communication tools. This will enable our entire community to be informed. 
Coordination - the team will also determine viability and initial logistics of church-wide fruit-bearing 
opportunities. We will gather information, appoint willing leaders, set event –appropriate participation 
standards and recruit participants for missions to which we endeavor. 
The Co-op has been busy and productive working with our church to help with activities that produce 
“Lasting Fruit”.  We continue to look at mission opportunities with-in our church, community, state, 
country and globally. We will continue to approach missions in these arenas. 
2021 continued to be a fruitful season, serving Our Lord, and caring for our community! The quarters 
review will be an abridged version of our “Lasting Fruit” activities. 
 
Firewood Ministry:  
A thoughtful and caring mission helping to provide needed firewood. Helping others to experience 
God’s loving warmth. Many have been blessed throughout the community. Lead by Robbie Fisher.  
 
Earlysville Exchange: Continues to be a blessing to our community. Please see their entry sharing 
the amazing impact had in the community. Heartfelt thanks for all who are a part of this wonderful 
Mission! 
 
School Snacks: A partnership ministry to provide snacks for Broadus Wood Elem school children.  
 CGBC provides many types of snacks for all grades. Thank you for your continued prayers and 
support for the children and their families. 
 
 
October:  
Fall Church-Wide Picnic - A wonderful time of food and fellowship was had by all. A great time for 
everyone to safely gather and meet new friends.  
 
Gift Cards for Afghanistan Refugee Families: 
We collected 34 - $50.00 Gift Cards to help our newly relocated refugee neighbors. 
Thank you for your generosity.   
 
November : 
PACEM, People and Congregations Engaged in Ministry,  
There have been many changes to PACEM. We are offering support in new ways. We purchased and 
delivered 75 coffee travel mugs. We also delivered the 30 “mess kits” assembled by two Sunday 
School groups to the new “housing units” at Premier Circle.  
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Thanksgiving Food Baskets: It was a blessing to have our Tweens pack CGBC ‘s 12 Thanksgiving 
Food Baskets for our community friends through G.R.A.C.E. Thanks to Mimi and Bill Tornrose for 
delivering the 24 bags that were full and overflowing to The American Legions Hall in Standardsville. 
CGBC also contributed money for turkeys. Each Food Basket had a $15.00 gift card attached to help 
with perishable food needs. A gift of inspirational jewelry was also included to keep and share with 
others.  
 
Tuesday, The Day of Giving:  
We made many donations to help others both locally and globally on this wonderful day when most 
donations are “matched dollar for dollar”.  To name just a few of the wonderful organizations we 
donated to: Red Cross, Meals on Wheels, The Haven, Salvation Army. 
 
December: 
Salvation Army Family Emergency Shelter: 
CGBC donated 15 new sheet sets 15 new warm blankets, 15 new towels and washcloths to help 
provide for the many who will need help this winter in our Homeless Community.  
 
Advent Mission Offering:  
Rise Against Hunger. We once again collected mission offerings, about $15,000, during the Advent 
season to provide meals for some of our many global neighbors in need. We planned to return to the 
annual packing event, the first Sunday of the new year Jan. 2, 2022. Another Covid outbreak 
produced a need to return to virtual Worship. We will donate the collected funds to Rise Against 
Hunger now. We will reschedule the packing event when we can safely gather in 2022.  
 
Families in need: CGBC offered help to love children and families within our congregation and 
within our community who needed a little help.   
 
Local Missions: 
Food Collection: CG, is making a huge difference in the lives of friends and neighbors 
with the continued local mission emphasizing “feed His sheep”. Due to Covid restrictions we are 
providing financial support to Feeding Greene and Buck Mountain Episcopal Food Pantry. 
 
Global Missions: 
We continue to pray for our many world neighbors, and we are listening for how God is calling us to 
help. There are many wonderful mission opportunities on the horizon for us to share God’s abundant 
Love, Grace, and Provision with Lasting Fruit throughout our communities! Please watch your 
Wednesday Word for ways You can be the hands and feet of Christ in your world.  
We thank you for your continued prayers and for the wonderful ways you are answering God’s call to 
“Missions and Outreach”. Thank you, Chestnut Grove for investing and participating in these many 
missions during 2021. Please contact any member of the Fruit Co-op with your needs or Spirit 
inspired ideas. We look expectantly toward our next mission project. May God open the eyes of our 
hearts to see the needs around us.  
Thank you for generously giving to and serving others in His Name!  
To God Be the Glory for Great Things He Has Done! 
Smiles and Blessings, 
The Fruit Co-op/ Missions and Outreach 
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Music 
No report submitted. 

 

Nominating Committee 

The Nominating Committee has met 6 times over the course of the fall months, 1 virtual and 5 in-
person meetings.  We have worked hard to identify and recruit new people into the vital volunteer 
positions needed to assure that the church runs smoothly.  As you can see in the document of 
"Ministry Teams and Committees" (see last page) there are some vacant spots that did not get 
filled, as it has been difficult to recruit people given the ongoing presence of the pandemic.  The 
Committee will continue to work on filling these positions in the coming months"    
Nominating Committee - Co Chair - Bobby Casteen(resigning) and Debbie Williams.    
Members -Mimi Tornrose, Joe Huff, Charles Crenshaw, Krystal Lauer, Brittany Mullinex 

Pasture to Produce 

No report submitted. 
 

Personnel 

Personnel Committee Report: Oct-Dec 2021 
The personnel committee has met approximately 6 times during this time. 
New Position 
We continued to prayerfully consider next steps for calling an Associate Pastor of Worship Arts. There 
were frequent conversations with deacons, finance, and the leadership team as we continued to 
listen and discern in consideration of the current financial status. 

• November 30, the personnel team unanimously presented two recommendations for a vote:  
1) accept/decline new position 2) approve continuation of interim opportunity for voting open 
through Dec 14, electronic and paper options.  

• Both recommendations were approved: adding new position-84% of members and 100% of 
non-members said yes; extending interim- 88% of members said yes. 

This approval was contingent on approval of the 2022 budget and the opportunity for a “second 
affirmation” through a pledge process for the Ministry Budget of 2022. Next steps will be delayed 
until this is completed and affirmed. 
 
 
Staff Evaluations 
Evaluations were constructed using congregation input, working experiences with each person, and 
self-evaluations. In-person conversations were held with each full-time staff member. We are truly 
blessed with spiritual leaders who care deeply about the congregation and each individual person. 
They guide, nurture, and provide opportunities for spiritual growth. Ministering during Covid has 
certainly been challenging but Barbara, Lance and Zac have taken on new roles, stretched, and 
demonstrated great flexibility and discernment moving through this time.  
Respectfully submitted,  
Tony Brown, Mel Bowyer, Vinton Bruton, Mitzi Hammer, Bryan Harris, Sharon Veith (chair) 
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Preschool 
Chestnut Grove Preschool is active, energetic and faith filled!!  In October the students traveled to 
Wildrock for a fun day of learning and play. They also participated in a Halloween Parade and 
concluded with a fun celebration of fall. For Thanksgiving the students sang songs of thankfulness for 
their families. The families joined on the back lawn for singing and an art exhibit.  During Chapel the 
children learned about giving and receiving. They participated in a mission project of gathering 
canned foods. During Christmas the children learned about the birth of Jesus and shared what they 
had learned with their families in the form of a play and songs. The families gathered in the welcome 
area and celebrated with cupcakes for Jesus’ birthday. Each Tuesday and Thursday the children 
participate in “Chapel” learning about God and Jesus. We have a total of 28 students with two more 
starting in January.  Thank you, Sara Albrecht and all of our teachers, for teaching through sharing 
the Word and through example of what it looks like to walk with Jesus.  
Happily Submitted, 
Barbara Edwards 
 

Social Committee 

No Report Submitted 

 

Union Church 

No Report Submitted 
 

Vacation Bible School 

No Report Submitted 

 

WMU (Women’s Missionary Union) Report 
No Activity currently due to Covid 

 

 

Youth 

The end of the year has been wonderful! On Sunday mornings, we welcomed Sarah Ford as our 
primary teacher for a series on Christian Foundations. For Advent, I taught through the gospels and 
how each of our Bible’s Jesus stories creates an important, unique picture of Jesus. In the evenings, 
we just spent time together crafting, playing, laughing, and celebrating. I have been extremely proud 
of our Youth Praise Band this semester, especially the confident leadership of senior Callie Vinzant. 
We are extremely excited for and anticipating the safe return of some familiarity in the next year, 
including announcing the return of Passport summer camp with signups in January.  
In love and service,  
Zac Cannon, Associate Pastor of Youth  
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2022 Ministry Teams and Committees 

 
FAITH 

Audio Visual Team – Randy Rogers, Zac Cannon 

Support - Melanie Bowyer, Mariah Proffitt, Jennifer Schultz, Tonya King, Tara Vinzant, Schuyler 
Vinzant, Gideon Copple, Jim Veith, David Shifflett,  April Rogers, Jason Lauer,  Brody Huff, Conrad 
Bruton, Sarah Ford, Donna Richards 

Music Ministry – (Staff) - Tom Conlon 

First Impressions – Chair: Katina Dudley 

Worship leaders:   

9:30 - Benny Clark, Jack Raymond, Cassie Hampton, Jane Gildersleeve 

11:00 - Charles Crenshaw, Bryan Harris, Josh Hatcher, Sharon Veith 

Team members -, Benny Clark, Jack Raymond, Cassie Hampton, Charles Crenshaw, 
Bryan Harris, Josh Hatcher, Sharon Veith, Jane Gildersleeve, Wade Hampton, Tracy 
Tedford, Debbi Robbins, Jeff Robbins, Delores Tingley, Bryce Proffitt, Dianna Raymond, 
Judy Brownrigg, and Grant Brownrigg, 

Flowers/Decorations Team – Lead: Christi/Les Barker (2nd Sunday) 

Mitzi Hammer (1st Sunday), Nickie Huff (3rd Sunday)  1 vacancy (4th Sunday) 

 
 FORMATION 

Children and Youth 

Weekday Preschool Committee – Chair: Barbara Edwards(staff) 

Jean Roberts (treasurer), Shannon Brown, Angie Wharam, Susan Proffitt 

Children’s Ministry – Chair – Barbara Edwards(staff) 

Christi Barker, Tonya King, Malinda Herring, Liz Hatcher, Melanie Copple 

Vacation Bible School – Chair: Barbara Edwards (staff)  

Tonya King, Deana Spence, Mimi Tornrose 

Youth Ministry – Zac Cannon 

SOCIAL TEAMS 

Sunday Morning Fellowship - Chair: VACANT 

Social Committee and Special Events/Funeral coordinator - ___vacant___ 

Stock Room – (staff)  



9 

 

 
FRUITFULNESS 

Treasurer – Kim Casteen 

Financial Secretary – Bookkeeper    

Counting Committee – Chair – Kim Casteen 

Charles Crenshaw, Wade Hampton, Clarence Roberts, Bill Tornrose, Laura Vinzant, Nickie Huff 

Fruit Co-op Steering Committee – Chair: Debbi Robbins 

Kim Casteen, Mimi Tornrose, Nickie Huff  

Pasture to Produce Committee - Chair - Josh Hatcher   

Mitzi Hammer, Aaron Hammer, Jack Raymond, Heather Bailey 

Earlysville Exchange - Manager-Robbie Fisher; Asst. Manager: Tonya King 

  Chair: Benny Clark, Sheila McClung, Lance King, Dianna Raymond, Leslie Copley, Bryce Proffitt 

Firewood Ministry – Robbie Fisher, Peter Bowyer, Joe Brown 

Nursing Home Team –Grant Brownrigg - currently inactive 

Joy Club - Lead:  Vacant 

Union Church Team - Chair: Jodie Webber 

Edith Fisher, Charles Crenshaw,  

Benevolence – David Proffitt, Shannon Brown 

 
SUPPORT 

Building and Grounds Team – Chair: Zac Canon (staff) 

Kenny Williams, Joe Hoeing, Aaron Hammer, Kenny Edwards, Jonathan Herring, Mark Wharam 

Cemetery - President: Alan Powell, Vice President: David Proffitt  

Secretary/Treasurer: Robbie Fisher   

Landscaping Team – Chair: Bobby Casteen 

Betty Shifflett, Mitzi Hammer, Jack Raymond, Joe Lambert 

Clerk – Mitzi Hammer 

Historian – Vacant 

Moderator – Robbie Fisher 
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Finance Committee – Chair – Vacant 

 Wade Hampton (22), Bill Tornrose (23), Clarence Roberts(23), 

 Amy Gaertner(22), Kim Casteen (Treasurer)(23), Charles Crenshaw(24) 

Long Range Planning Committee – Chair- Steve Turner (22) 

Kenny Williams (22), Brittany Mullinex (22), Frank Ballif (23), Lauren Conti (23), 

Personnel Committee – Chair - Sharon Veith (22) 

Tony Brown(22), Vinton Bruton(23), Bryan Harris (23), Mitzi Hammer (23),  

Melanie Bowyer(23) 

Chestnut Grove 250 Year Anniversary Committee- Chair: Charles Crenshaw & Brittany 
Mullinex,  Members - Joe Huff, Jodie Webber, Dianna Raymond, Mimi Tornrose, Bobby Casteen, 

Nominating Committee - Co Chair - Bobby Casteen(resigning) and Debbie Williams.    

Members -Mimi Tornrose, Joe Huff, Charles Crenshaw, Krystal Lauer, Brittany Mullinex 

 


