
 
 

COLLECTIVE DISCERNMENT 2022 

 

Traditionally, fall is the season in which Chestnut Grove engages together in a time of 

collective discernment. Taking the time to ask the Spirit to orient our hearts, mission, 

and goals toward what we see and hear God calling us is essential. We enter this season 

of discernment together, understanding the Spirit moves most effectively in dialogue 

within the community.  

 

This is not only a resource for figuring out practical affairs, like where to place our 

resources and how to shape our budget. While those things are important, and we ask 

God to reveal what we should prioritize, this is also a time for asking the Spirit who we 

are being called to be in our community and the broader world.  

 

Please join our pastoral staff, our deacons, and other key leaders in this year's 

discernment process. The week of October 24th -28th, Monday through Friday, we will 

interact with scripture and some devotional and reflection material. The goal is to 

ponder along with the Spirit what this congreagtion and its people should prioritize in 

the coming year as we seek to incarnate Jesus with all of our being and all of our doing.  

 

As we enter this time of discernment together, we (1) invite you to wrestle with these 

texts and ideas thoughtfully and prayerfully and (2) prepare to share with us what God 

shows you and where the Spirit leads during our group listening and discernment 

practice on Sunday, October 30th, at 6pm.  

 

Thank you for joining our shared journey, 

Barbara, Lance, Tom, & Zac  



 
 

Pointers to prepare yourself to hear from the scriptures:  

 

Find a place where you can be still and quiet. Do whatever you may need to calm 

your thoughts and worries (check your breathing, posture, etc.)  

 

Acknowledge God's presence (sometimes lighting a candle helps, the flickering 

flame moving like the wind of God's Spirit). Pray for inspiration and guidance. 

 

Read the text slowly and prayerfully. Then, listen carefully as you re-read it as 

many times as you want. Pay attention to what words or phrases God brings to 

your attention.  

 

Repeat them. Allow those words to speak to you.  

Rest with them.  

Let them play in your imagination, or your fears and worries.  

 

Pray again, asking God to show you how the Spirit lures you to respond to each 

passage.  

 

Then, sit in stillness with God, quietly continuing to listen.  



 
 

COLLECTIVE DISCERNMENT 2022 

 

Monday, Reflection 1 – 

 

That Jesus' example about how to live in the world should be central to the church 

(Ephesians 5:1-2; 2 Corinthians 3:18) seems like something we shouldn't have to 

remind ourselves of, but we often do. It is much easier to follow conventional examples 

about speaking to others, what to value, and even how to practice our faith. However, 

Jesus' followers should probably, well, look, speak, think, and be in the world like Jesus. 

It is easy to think we know what that looks like, but sometimes the radical way of Jesus 

is far more strange and unconventional than we may take for granted. This is especially 

true in America, where Christianity has held a place of prominence, and Christian 

values are often confused with polite, middle-class manners and morality. 

 

It would be a lot to ask to read through the entirety of the gospels – or even a single 

gospel in its entirety – so for this first reflection, we will be reading a selection from 

Jesus' Sermon on the Mount, Matthew 5:1-16; 21-24 (Revisit pointers for guidance if 

helpful.) 

 

Write down any thoughts (or draw any images) that may have arisen from today's 

scripture reading, devotion, or your time in prayer:  

 

 

 

 

Why do you think the Spirit impressed these things on you today? How might God ask 

you to be in the world differently because of them?  

 

 

 

 

With that in mind, what impact does today's reading have on our shared lives at 

Chestnut Grove? Jot down what God places before you.   



 
 

COLLECTIVE DISCERNMENT 2022 

 

Tuesday, Reflection 2 – 

 

Jesus invites us into a rich, deep life of faith and worship. He practiced and modeled a 

rhythm that encouraged His followers to allow the Spirit to permeate every area of our 

lives every day of the week. Therefore, regular times of personal retreat and reflection 

are essential. As our communion with God becomes central to our everyday lives, this 

opens us up to rediscovering the mission of God. Rather than filling pews one day a 

week, God's people are about the business of ushering in the Kingdom of God in their 

everyday activities and encounters. To use Jesus and His earliest followers as an 

example, their worship of God happens on the go as they declare the Good News of 

God's kingdom come!  

 

The gospels are our window into the practices Jesus modeled and the modes of being he 

taught. Today, please read Matthew 6:5-8, 16-18; Luke 5:16 

 

Write down any thoughts (or draw any images) that may have arisen from today's 

scripture reading, devotion, or your time in prayer:  

 

 

 

 

 

Why do you think the Spirit impressed these things on you today? How might God ask 

you to be in the world differently because of them?  

 

 

 

 

With that in mind, what impact does today's reading have on our shared lives at 

Chestnut Grove? Jot down what God places before you.   



 
 

COLLECTIVE DISCERNMENT 2022 

 

Wednesday, Reflection 3 – 

 

A prophetic song lyric reads, "We forgot your life and became a people of death 

spellbound by the celibate spectacle inhabiting mausoleums." The meaning is simple: 

the Church has often turned inward instead of extending itself outward to a cause 

beyond our institution. Jesus taught His disciples that a life of faith was forged by 

moving outward in cooperation to serve others. There are no casual fans in the Jesus 

movement, yet Christianity today often looks like a spectator sport. The Jesus 

movement was/is to be a community devoted to action, service, and love that models 

their lives on the selfless, sacrificial service of Jesus. So how can Christians and churches 

today resist the urge to sit idly by? What would it take to exorcise the spirit of 

consumerism within our pews and services?  

 

The gospels are our window into the practices Jesus modeled and the modes of being 

He taught. Today, please read John 6:1-14, 51-69 

 

Write down any thoughts (or draw any images) that may have arisen from today's 

scripture reading, devotion, or your time in prayer:  

 

 

 

 

Why do you think the Spirit impressed these things on you today? How might God ask 

you to be in the world differently because of them?  

 

 

 

With that in mind, what impact does today's reading have on our shared lives at 

Chestnut Grove? Jot down what God places before you.    



 
 

COLLECTIVE DISCERNMENT 2022 

 

Thursday, Reflection 4 – 

 

We have heard that each person – young or old, regardless of education or ability, 

experience or lack thereof – has a role in building up the Church, but how important is 

this really? The Apostle Paul told the early churches that one of the primary ways the 

Holy Spirit nurtures and cares for the church today is through its members. When the 

church's people cooperate with the Spirit in exercising their unique gifts and callings, 

they are stronger and more capable of caring for those within and outside our walls. We 

need to remember this calling to build up the whole community.  

 

Today's readings come from two of the Apostle Paul's letters to the early churches: 

Ephesians 5:29-30; 1 Corinthians 14:26-31 

 

Write down any thoughts (or draw any images) that may have arisen from today's 

scripture reading, devotion, or your time in prayer:  

 

 

 

 

 

Why do you think the Spirit impressed these things on you today? How might God ask 

you to be in the world differently because of them?  

 

 

 

 

 

With that in mind, what impact does today's reading have on our shared lives at 

Chestnut Grove? Jot down what God places before you.   



 
 

COLLECTIVE DISCERNMENT 2022 

 

Friday, Reflection 5 – 

 

Michael Frost and Alan Hirsch write, "Jesus communities today must never lose sight of 

the essential work of the cross and celebrate that work as often as they meet together." 

There is something special about celebrating the Lord's Supper together on a Sunday 

morning. We can often extend grace and peace to one another after spending time 

away. It bonds us in a ritual of love. However, Jesus did not institute this practice as a 

liturgical rite. In fact, the earliest church members practiced this act of communion as 

often as they met and ate together. Everyday meals were infused with a reminder – 

every piece of bread and sip of wine – that freedom comes through self-sacrificial, 

unkillable love. Looking across the table from others, the church was reminded that our 

salvation is not granted through the effectiveness of our prayer or practice but through 

Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for us and tells us to go and do likewise.  

 

The Apostle Paul reminds the church of the centrality of this gospel in today's reading: 

1 Corinthians 15:12-28 

 

Write down any thoughts (or draw any images) that may have arisen from today's 

scripture reading, devotion, or your time in prayer:  

 

 

 

 

Why do you think the Spirit impressed these things on you today? How might God ask 

you to be in the world differently because of them?  

 

 

 

With that in mind, what impact does today's reading have on our shared lives at 

Chestnut Grove? Jot down what God places before you.  


