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Chestnut Grove Baptist Church 
Committee/Team Reports for Quarterly Business Meeting 

 
April 14, 2021 

 
STANDING COMMITTEES 

Committees that did not submit a report will have the opportunity to give an oral report at the business meeting on 
Wednesday, April 14, 2021 

 
Audio-Visual Team 

The Audio-Visual Team stepped up its game in the first quarter of 2021. With a camera and technology upgrade, the AV 
team has been able to capture and stream all Sunday morning services this quarter via Zoom and Facebook. This has 
helped CGBC to have a wider reach than previously. Special thanks to Donna Richards and Brody Huff for their consistent 
support.  
Submitted by Zac Cannon 

Benevolence Committee 
No Report Submitted 

 
Broadus Wood Thursday Tutors 

No activity currently due to Covid 
 

Building and Grounds Committee 
The Buildings and Grounds committee coordinated extensive renovations in the Upper Room during the first quarter of 
2021. This included new laminate flooring through the second floor of new portion of the education wing, as well as 
brand new paint throughout. Next, the Buildings and Grounds committee will be formulating a plan for parking lot 
upgrades including better illumination and safety features.  
 
Buildings and Grounds Staff Liaison  
Zac Cannon  

Bylaws Committee 
No Report Submitted 

 
Children’s Ministry 

 Each Sunday families have been invited to participate in an interactive family Sunday School video that Barbara has 
recorded and posted to our webpage. Each lesson has been available to view throughout the week.  The lessons followed 
the same format as our in-class lessons, and we studied Fruits of the Spirit followed by lessons on prayer.  
 
In February, our Tweens group of children (fourth, fifth, and sixth graders) rejoined on Sunday afternoons at 2:00. We 
meet outside and have conversations around what it means to follow Jesus. We discussed four main lessons on Owning 
Your Relationship with Jesus. We also have lots of fun playing games and growing together in Christ. We have continued 
through March to meet at 2:00 on the back playground at church.  
 
In March families were invited to participate in a family activity “Digging Through Lent and 
Easter”. Families that signed up were given a bag with everything needed to walk through 
Lent and Easter as a family while growing a resurrection garden. There was a weekly family 
conversation card and during Holy Week there was a daily conversation card.  
For Holy Week, deacons and staff delivered baskets to families. For families with children the 
baskets contained all the materials needed to construct their very own Resurrection Eggs and 
scripture readings to accompany the items. There were also Easter crafts included.  
Joyfully Submitted, 
Barbara Edwards 
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Clerk and Assistant 
No report submitted. 

 
Connection Team 

 

No report submitted. 
 

Deacons’ Report 
Deacons continue to meet the 2nd Tuesday of each month as schedules allow.  We have been meeting via Zoom so far in 
Q1 of 2021 to discuss and help to plan the Faith, Formation and Fruitfulness of the Church.   The Deacons took on a 
mailing campaign earlier in the quarter and sent out cards to all active Chestnut Grovians to let them know who their new 
Deacon Ministry team consisted of as this changed January 1st.  The Deacons also participated with the help of staff to 
deliver Easter and Holy Week baskets.  These were delivered on March 27th and 28th.  We are excited about upcoming 
opportunities to work with everyone in 2021 and will be ready to serve as needed.   
 

Respectfully Submitted 
Joe Huff, Chair 
 

Earlysville Exchange 
As it was for many small businesses, 2020 was a difficult time for Earlysville Exchange. The store was closed for four 
months, while we developed a plan for operating during the pandemic. The dedication of our staff and volunteers and the 
support of the community allowed us to reopen in the summer. We had a solid finish to the year including a fundraiser for 
the Blue Ridge Food Bank and the return of the Children’s Christmas Shop. The 1st quarter of 2021 was a challenging time 
for the Earlysville Exchange. In January we had to close for several weeks due to surging COVID cases in the area. It was 
a rough start to the year, but in February we received a second round of PPP funds. Additionally, we have extended our 
lease through September 2022.  We look forward to welcoming more of our customers and volunteers as they feel 
comfortable. We are always grateful for the support of Chestnut Grove, our volunteers, shoppers and donation 
contributors. 
               
In Christ,                 
John Farr, Benny Clark, Pete Porcaro, Sheila McClung, and Dianna Raymond 
 

Facilities Usage 
No Report Submitted 

 
Finance Committee 

Tithes and offerings to the unified budget through March 31, 2021 were $106,280.11.  This equals 15% of our 2021 
budgeted needs of $686,376.00. Tithes and offerings to the unified budget from January to March 2021 decreased 
$27,036.07 or 20% from the same time period in 2020. 
 
Expenses through March 31, 2021 were $135,366.65 compared to $163,427.78 through the same time period in 2020. 
This is a reduction of $28,061.13 or 17%. 
 
The Finance Committee has continued to put in place an overhaul of the financial system. During the first quarter of 
2021, a Counting Committee (Kim Casteen, Charles Crenshaw, Wade Hampton, Clarence Roberts, Bill Tornrose, and 
Laura Vinzant) was established to count weekly tithes and offerings given during worship. 
 
In March, Chestnut Grove applied for forgiveness of the $96,000.00 forgivable loan that was awarded through the 
Paycheck Protection Program (PPP), which helped cover salaries, benefits, and utilities. 
Attachment:  Preliminary Q1 Account Summary Report 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Laura Vinzant (Chair), Kim Casteen (Treasurer), Amy Gaertner, Wade Hampton, Clarence Roberts, and Bill Tornrose 
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Firewood Ministry 
Our inspiration: Proverbs 26:20a   “For lack of wood the fire goes out”(ESV) 

 

We have been steadily busy this last year, and we are still delivering small loads to one person in need.  We moved 56 
loads of wood in 2020 and 10 loads so far this year, and I think we have wound up the burning season at this point.  We 
will be processing all year getting ready for Fall again!  Many thanks to Joe Brown and Peter Bowyer for carrying all the 
weight this year.  Thank you also to ALL of those who have helped this year and over the many years to continue this 
ministry by donating wood, time, materials, and money that have kept the ministry going for those who depend on it so 
much. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Robbie Fisher/Peter Bowyer, Co-Chairs CGBC Wood Ministry 
 

First Impressions Team 
It has been a strange time for the First Impressions Team. Because of Covid some of our team members have not 
returned. We have been shorthanded.   We have gone from outside to the Upper Room to the Sanctuary with Easter 
Services outside. With offering not being passed, our main objective has been to greet worshipers and safety. We apply 
hand sanitizer, check for masks and assist as needed. Six members have carried the load since we restarted worship 
services in June. Thank you, Bennie Clark, Brian Harris, Pete Porcaro, Jack Raymond and Sharon Veith. 
 
Submitted by 
Charles Crenshaw 
 

Formation 
No Report Submitted 

 
GA’s (Girls in Action) 

No activity currently due to Covid 
 

Historian 
 

 
 

J.O.Y Club 
Sarah Ford has joyously become the chairperson for leading and connecting our Just Older Youth!! She has sent out 
monthly newsletters with updates and information about each member. What a great way to stay connected.  
Information regarding assistance with getting signed up for Covid vaccinations was also sent out. A picnic gathering is in 
the plans for late spring that will occur on the grounds of Chestnut Grove.  
 
Respectfully Submitted 
Barbara Edwards 
 
 

Long Range Planning 
No Report Submitted 

 
 

Media Library 
No Report Submitted 

 
 

Membership 
No Report Submitted 

 

No Report Submitted 
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Missions and Outreach Committee…FRUIT CO-OP 
You did not choose me but I choose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last. 

John 15:16 
The Fruit Co-op will serve Chestnut Grove in three primary tasks: 
Collaboration - the team will synchronize the multitude of short and longer-term projects already being carried out by 
various groups at Chestnut Grove. 
Communication - the team will report completed ministries and promote upcoming opportunities via all church 
communication tools. This will enable our entire community to be informed. 
Coordination - the team will also determine viability and initial logistics of church-wide fruit-bearing opportunities. We 
will gather information, appoint willing leaders, set event –appropriate participation standards and recruit participants for 
missions to which we endeavor. 
The Co-op has been busy and productive working with our church to help with activities that produce “Lasting Fruit”.  We 
continue to look at mission opportunities with-in our church, community, state, country and globally. We will continue to 
approach missions in these arenas. 
2020 began with great joy in serving Our Lord and community. The quarters review will be an abridged version of our 
“Lasting Fruit” activities.  We are thankful for the many ways God has called us to missions during these challenging days 
of 2020 and 2021. Even though by March 2020 everything needed to be approached in a different way, CGBC was still 
able to share God’s abundant Blessings with our community.  
 
2020 Report  
Church Wide Advent-Rise Against Hunger 11th. year!  
 Sunday Jan. 5, 2020 Meal Packing Event … 
New program, One Box-One Child…Each 75.00 box of meals has 216 meals.  This feeds a child for a school year of 220 
days.  We sponsored 168 children at this year’s packing event.  Over 2,500 through the 10 years we have been partners!  
Thank you for All your amazing work to make this a continued success! You’re the Best!!! 
 
Front Line Heroes Support 
In 2020 Fruit Co-op shared many “snacks” of encouragement and thanks with our Front Line Heroes.  We ask you to join 
us as we continue to cover them with our prayers and gratitude for all they do!  The intent is for them to know they are 
loved and appreciated as they give tirelessly to others.  
 
Teachers Support   
We are thankful for the caring, courageous Teachers who have worked tirelessly embracing as many new ways as needed 
to continue to educate our children. They gave selflessly of their talents, time and finances. We offered each Teacher and 
Assistants $150.00 to help with all the extra needed materials. We are so grateful and proud of the amazing heart our 
Teachers have. Many children are being blessed by these wonderful Teachers as they “learn” during these challenging 
times.  We continued to offer any help needed for school supplies and Back Pack Buddies . 
 
DAY of GIVING 
We supported many organizations through our mission giving. We donated $ 6,000.00 dollars to missions.  
1. Rise against Hunger:  We missed our packing meals January Event. 

 CGBC donated $2,500.00 to help feed others globally.  
2. Red Cross Disaster: $1,500.00 to help with the many natural disasters of 2020. 
3. Salvation Army: $1,000.00 to both Local and National level. 

 
We also purchased and delivered new towels for the Salvation Army housing center and The HAVEN. We also donated 
toiletries and laundry detergent pods, helping to support our homeless neighbors.  
 
Food Banks:  
2020 did not allow for our monthly canned food donation but our prayers and financial support for these continued. CGBC 
continued to support Feeding Greene and Buck Mountain Food Bank. We supported them financially, with multiple 
donations of $500.00 and monthly donations.  

 
Thanksgiving Food Baskets 
Amazingly, CGBC was able to continue to participate and help share God’s abundant blessing of food with 15 Families. 
Many Sunday School classes filled very full and overflowing baskets. We also provided small gift cards, a few small gifts 
and words of encouragement to each family. We also donated $300.00 to GRACE toward turkeys. 
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Advent Christmas Offering 
Even though we had to embrace Missions in a different way, we were a caring congregation able to bless Missions with 
our offering. We Donated   $1,500 each went to PACEM, The Haven, and Prison Ministries.  Feeding Greene, Loaves and 
Fishes, and Buck Mountain Food Bank each received $500.00.  
Smiles and Blessings, Fruit Co-op:  Kim Casteen, Lori Hopkinson, Mimi Tornrose, Debbi Robbins  
 

2021 1st Quarter Report 
We are thankful for the many ways God has called us to missions during these challenging days of 2020 and 2021. Even 
though by March 2020 everything needed to be approached in a different way, CGBC was still able to share God’s 
abundant Blessings with our community. 2021 offers new opportunities for Missions. We see God’s signs of new Hope all 
around us.  
 
January - Front Line Heroes Support 
Fruit Co-op began the year with continued support for our amazing Front Line Heroes. Boxes of “snacks” full of 
encouragement and thanks were delivered to our Front-Line Heroes. We ask you to join us as we continue to cover them 
with our prayers and gratitude for all they do!  The intent is for them to know they are loved and appreciated as they give 
tirelessly to others.  
 
February - PACEM and THE HAVEN  
20 packages of Laundry Detergent Pods (120 pods equaling 2,400 washes) were delivered to PACEM and to The HAVEN 
to help our homeless neighbors wash their clothes.  We will continue to offer laundry support throughout the year.   
 
March - Teachers Support  
We are thankful for the caring, courageous teachers who have worked tirelessly, embracing as many new ways as 
needed to continue to educate our children. They give selflessly of their talents, time and finances. We offered each 
Teacher and Assistant an additional $150.00 to help to complete this school year successfully. We are so grateful and 
proud of the amazing heart our teachers have. Many children are being blessed by these wonderful teachers as they 
“learn” during these challenging times.   
 
LIBRARY BOOK EXCHANGE in NEIGHBORHOODS: CGBC continued to support the amazing project by Teacher, 
Caitlin Hopkinson by purchasing books for the boxes. Her wonderful efforts have helped many to enjoy reading, 
preschoolers to adults.  
 
Backpack Buddies 
A partnership ministry to provide needed snacks for any hungry student at Broadus Wood Elem.  Children learn better 
with good nutrition. As students are returning, we were asked to only provide a small number of snacks. The snacks 
consist of granola bars and Cheerio’s cereal. Thank you for your continued support and prayers for the students, families 
and staff.  
 
Global Missions 
 We continue to pray for and watch for how God is calling us to help our many world neighbors, especially during the 
Pandemic. 
There are many wonderful mission opportunities on the horizon for us to share God’s abundant Love, Grace and Provision 
with Lasting Fruit throughout our communities! Please watch for ways You can be the hands and feet of Christ in your 
world.  

 
We thank you for your continued prayers and for the wonderful ways you are answering God’s call to “Missions and 
Outreach”. Please contact any member of the Fruit Co-op with your needs or Spirit inspired ideas. We look expectantly 
toward our next mission project. May God open the eyes of our hearts to see the needs around us. 
Thank you for generously giving to and serving others in His Name!  
To God Be the Glory for Great Things He Has Done! 
 
Smiles and Blessings, The Fruit Co-op/ Missions and Outreach - Kim Casteen, Nickie Huff, Mimi Tornrose, Pete Porcaro, 
Debbi Robbins  
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Music 
No report submitted. 

 
Nominating Committee 

No Meetings in First Quarter, therefore no report 
 

Pasture to Produce 
The Pasture to Produce is off to a great start this season. We have had an outpouring of financial support and a local well 
company has helped us by giving us an incredibly deep discount on a well, which will be necessary for the success of this 
project. We have had volunteers helping prepare the beds, and we plan to plant seeds in late April/early May. Anybody 
interested in investing their time and energy in a project that ensures our neighbors in need get fresh vegetables, contact 
Josh Hatcher (rtrjnh@gmail.com). 
Submitted by 
Josh Hatcher, Chair 

Personnel 
The first quarter began with resignation of Admin and Communications Coordinator mid-January. The position description 
was re-assessed and revised. The position was advertised via linked-in and church e-mail announcements. 90+ resumes 
were received through LinkedIn and personnel email. The committee reviewed 90+ resumes and potential candidates 
narrowed through process steps. We were elated to announce the hiring of Nickie Huff who began mid-March.  
Thanks to Mitzi Hammer who provided office assistance during the transition! 
 
We evaluated staff changes in the past year, current staff roles, and potential staffing needs to begin to prioritize and will 
collaborate with the Finance Team regarding next steps. 
 
We want to express our gratitude to Barbara, Lance, and Zac for their leadership, re-imagining, pivoting, creativity, 
steadfastness, the words could go on and on! You have worked so hard to create and provide access to meaningful 
worship, meaningful experiences, and opportunities for growth for all ages, families, and individuals. We are grateful to 
Laura for her dedication and beautiful piano music whether in person or virtual. Your music calms, soothes, inspires and 
adds much to the worship experience. We want all of you to know you are appreciated more than words can express! 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Tony Brown, Mel Bowyer, Vinton Bruton, Mitzi Hammer, Bryan Harris, Sharon Veith (chair) 
 

Preschool 
Chestnut Grove Preschool continues to thrive. In January we opened a fourth classroom with 5 children. This brings our 
total to 23 children, 4 teachers and 2 teacher assistants. We have continued to follow Covid protocols and feel so 
fortunate to remain open with no cases of Covid in our preschool. Our teachers have been awesome in working with the 
parents and children and have continued to provide creative and innovative lessons. In January we had Pancakes and 
Pajama Day with children enjoying both and a short movie in our basement. In March we celebrated Dr. Seuss’s birthday 
with Green Eggs & Ham as well as Spirit Week. The children dressed in a variety of fun and wacky ways throughout the 
week. On March 30 we had picture day and on March 31 we celebrated Easter a bit early with an Easter Egg Hunt.  
Throughout Lent the children attended Chapel with Pastor Barbara where we discussed characteristics of God, Jesus and 
talked about following in Jesus’ footsteps.  We then created our own set of Resurrection Eggs as we learned the events of 
Holy Week.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Barbara Edwards 
 
 

RA’s 
No activity currently due to Covid 

 
 

Social Committee 
No Report Submitted 
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Tweens 
See Children’s Ministry Report 

 
Union Church 

It has been very quiet at the Union Church during the past year.  Due to the pandemic, we were not able to hold the annual 
events of the community Egg Hunt for local children or the Easter sunrise service either last spring or this year. Likewise, in 
December, we were forced to cancel the traditional Earlysville Christmas Eve Carol Sing.  However, we are very hopeful of 
being able to resume community activities later this year.   
 
We are delighted to say that the Union Church will be the beneficiary of a Boy Scout Eagle project, currently in its planning 
stage.  Victor Romanko, a local scout, proposes to make an historically inspired outdoor bench for the grounds and expects 
to begin fund-raising soon.  This will be a most welcome addition to the site, as there is currently no seating. 
 
Financial report:  the Union Church Committee reports a current combined balance of checking and business savings 
accounts of $24,426.13.  This figure includes $1,580 in recent donations made in memory of Sylvia Jones, our long-time 
committee member, treasurer and dear friend.   
 
Respectfully submitted 
Jodie Webber, Chair  

 
Vacation Bible School 

No Report Submitted 
 

WMU (Women’s Missionary Union) Report 
No Activity currently due to Covid 

 
Youth 

The youth ministry began meeting on Sunday afternoons during the first quarter of 2021. The primary focus of these 
afternoon meetings has been simply being with one another. We have engaged in making art, hiking, and lots of playing. 
As the quarter ends, we will be switching gears to end the semester with some direct small group focus on issues like 
mental health and isolation. Summer planning is well underway.  
In love and service,  
Zac Cannon, Associate Pastor of Youth  

 


