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Dear River Valley Family: 
The Ministry Team, staff, and leadership have been busy at River Valley over the past 3 months, 
so I wanted to bring you up to date on what we’ve been up to.  Please be praying for each item! 

• The year began with the unsettling news that Caleb Atkins would be departing his position 
as Pastor of Discipleship at River Valley effective February 1.  Citing continuing health 
issues due to long Covid, Caleb and his family will continue to live in Watertown for the 
time being.  As of this writing, Caleb is preaching on a weekly basis at New Beginnings 
Alliance Church in Madison on a weekly basis and there is potential that this could work 
into something more permanent.  Meanwhile, we are extremely thankful to God for 
Caleb’s years of service with us.  We hope he and his family sensed this with the Atkins 
Appreciation Dinner on February 13th. 

• It seems we have welcomed a lot of new people to “the team” these past three months.  
Elliot Filipiak has joined us as Worship and Tech Director and is doing a fantastic job.  We 
have 3 new elders… Karl Enockson (Discipleship), Ed Dehnert (Missions), and Rick 
Tortomasi (Prayer).  Terri Lott will be our new assistant treasurer and Matt Keever has 
moved over to being the Treasurer.  Attached to this publication you will find brief bios 
from our new elders and notes from our departing elders. 

• For the first time, the Governing Board held a “retreat” to initiate new members and 
refresh returning leaders to how River Valley functions.  Even though we didn’t leave 
town, we did retreat to the new library for our meetings.  If you haven’t been to this new 
civic beauty yet, do so, you will be proud.  It was a great time of learning and laughter. 

• One big item that has consumed quite a bit of my attention these past 3 months is 
discipleship.  We will be focusing on building pathways to confidence in the Word lead by 
Nancy Zimmermann and building doorways to community lead by Jared Meyering.  These 
are initiatives that will help us not just “do” church but “be” the church. 

• The 3rd C of 2022 is Capacity.  We’ve been finding that due to overcrowding some of our 
effectiveness may be approaching limits.  As a result, we are consulting with a company 
called Building God’s Way (BGW) which assists churches in expanding their facilities 
without “hog tying” them to bricks and mortar.  BGW will be on site the first week in May 
to conduct a “charrette”.  Contact any ministry team member or board member for a 

definition of this term.       Meanwhile, pray for God’s leading in this. 

• April 25-27 will be the District Conference AT River Valley!  CMA President John Stumbo  
will be here along with most of the CMA pastors from WI.  Pray for a smooth 3 days. 

      Joyfully Serving! 
      David Zimmermann, Senior Pastor    



River Valley Alliance Church 

Governing Board Quarterly Update 

First Quarter, 2022 

The Governing Board meets on the third Thursday of each month to fulfill its duties as the governance authority 
of River Valley Alliance Church. The following were some of the significant activities of the board in the first 
quarter of 2022: 

 

• The Governing Board approved to renew another 12 mo. CD at Ixonia Bank for $80,000 

• The Governing Board approved to make Shannon Colosky an intake agent for the Service & Benevolent 
Committee  

• The Governing Board approved to repair and upgrade the parking lot lights to LED lights at a cost not to 
exceed $1,500.00 

• The Governing Board approved the following cash counters:  John Flint, Rick Tortomasi and Joel Edwards 

• The Governing Board approved to pay for two additional youth to go to the Life Conference in July of 
2022 at a cost of $800.00 

• The Governing Board approved to establish and appoint a committee to clarify River Valley’s e-storage 
procedures consisting of Colleen Kluber, Matt Keever, Jen Roberts, Greg Schroeder, Justin Roberts and 
Elliot Filipiak 

• The Governing Board approved to appoint Greg Schroeder as the Vice Chairman of Governing Board 

• The Governing Board authorized software and website training for Elliot Filipiak and Jen Roberts not to 
exceed $500 

• The Governing Board authorized an additional one-time fee for account set up and custom website pages 
not to exceed $2000 

• The Governing Board approved the replacement of our current website with Eklessia360 at $90/mo. and 
the addition of a streaming service with churchstreaming.tv at $99/mo.   

• The Governing Board approved appointing Rick Tortomasi to fill the unexpired term of Dominic Alvarez 
as Elder for the remainder of 2022 

• The Governing Board approved appointing Mike Friedl and Cory Schultz as certified lay delegates to the 
2022 WLG District Conference 

• The Governing Board approved establishing a committee to update Constitution and Bylaws and Elder 
Policy to include Karl Enockson, Ed Dehnert, Greg Schroeder, Colleen Kluber, David Zimmermann and 
Rick Tortomasi 

 
Submitted by, 

David Zimmermann – Senior Pastor 
Colleen Kluber – Secretary 
Matt Keever – Treasurer 
Terri Lott- Assistant Treasurer 
Dominic Alvarez - Elder 
Ed Dehnert- Elder 
Karl Enockson - Elder 
Greg Schroeder- Elder 
Ray Werth-Elder 
Don Vehlow – Service & Benevolence Representative 
Todd Grady - Trustee Representative 

 
  



Since we have had quite a few changes in our elders in the past few months, we have asked our outgoing 
elders to give us to share their reasons for departure.  
 
From Justin Roberts:  
I have enjoyed serving River Valley as an elder for six years, but I reached my term limit at the end of 2021. I 
look forward to seeing how God will use the new Elder Board. 
 
From Chris Mertens: 
Balancing family with teaching, coaching and serving the Lord is challenging. After fulfilling my three-year term 
commitment as elder, I decided to find ways to spend more time with family. 
 
From Dominic Alvarez: 
Many challenges in numerous aspects of my life (including work and family) highlight my need to focus on 
growing in my relationship with Jesus. 
If anyone would like to talk about this with me personally, I invite them to speak to me directly.  
 
We are grateful to the following people who have agreed to serve as elders. Ed Dehnert and Karl Enockson 
were elected at this year's Annual Meeting, and Rick Tortomasi was appointed by the Governing Board to fill 
Dominic's position for the remainder of 2022.   
 
In case you don't know them, here are our newest elders: 
 

 
Ed Dehnert (Missions Elder) is married to Barb Weide-Dehnert and they moved here 
recently from Alaska. They have spent many years in various areas of ministry. Ed is semi-
retired; he works part-time as a therapist at Family Resources here in Watertown. They 
have three sons and three grandsons. 
 
 

 

 

Karl Enockson (Discipleship Elder) is married to Christine, and they live in Watertown. They 
are retired. They have been members at River Valley since 2018. They have four children 
and one grandchild. Karl would like to add that he is a member of the River Valley 

Wednesday morning men’s group, but he hopes no one holds that against him.       
 
 

 

 

Rick Tortomasi (Prayer Elder) is married to Jean, and they live in Watertown. They are 

retired. They have been members at River Valley since 2016 and both serve on the Service 

and Benevolent Committee. They have 3 married children and 7 grandchildren. They have 

always been active members in church and local government, each holding several 

positions in both. 

  


