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Our theme this year "Just Hold On," pays homage to the year we have had but 
also to how Long God's people waited for their messiah. Jesus is the Long awaited 
gift of the season and "Just Hold On," is a reminder to stay strong because God's 
word never returns void. 2020 has been a year full of anxiety and fear but as the 
shepherds and the wise men neared Jesus, the angels reminded them to not be 
scared. not to fear. for the Lord their God is with them. The same message rings 
true today. fear not don't be scared. because the Lord your God is with you. Just 
Hold On. 

Inside. you will find daily devotionals and Scripture. Devotionals were written by members of 
Windward Church of the Nazarene and some staff members of Windward Nazarene Academy. 
Our prayer this season is that you will find peace in knowing God. that your homes be filled with 

the unconditional love. that the hope of the Messiah calms your soul. and the Joy of the Lord 
be your strength to hold on through what has seemed like a rocky year to most. We suggest 
this devotional be used as a time of growth. to strengthen the relationships in your life and your 

personal relationship with the Father. Be blessed as we celebrate the greatest gift of all. 



November 29, 2020 

28 

"Come to me. all you who are weary and burdened, and I will 
give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me. for 
I am gentle and humble in heart. and you will find rest for your 

souls. 3
° For my yoke is easy and my burden is light." 

Matthew 11:28-30 

Just Hold on was inspired by a message in our sermon series, 
Step Out: What to do with my Faith. In this season, my prayer 
is that you are encouraged by the word of God. that you invite 
Him into your homes. into your situations. into your lives. and 
really embrace all that God has for your life. This scripture is 
notjust a good metaphor, it is good practice. The things we 
have gone through in 2020 have probably put a strain on you. 
on your relationships. and on your faith. Jesus is reminding us 
that you are not alone, that his whole purpose of coming here 
was to seek and save the lost. So if you are weary. if you are 
burdened let Him give you rest. As we go through this together 
my encouragement is to Just Hold On. Have a blessed Advent 
and Christmas and may the peace of God be upon you in this 
season. 

November 30, 2020 

1 God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. 

Psalm 46:1 

AOL Instant Messenger. Dial-up modems. CD players. Pagers. Ring any bells? They're usually 
the answer to "What did we do before ... ?" Just before I got on a plane to go to college for the 
first time, my family and about 30 other people gathered in a circle and prayed for me at the 
airport gate. They went through security without needing a ticket or an ID. A few years later. 
9/11 happened. and that all changed. We adapted. but we still remember. 

2020 has been a year of change. and while we may never go back to the way things were before. 
just hold on. We'll adapt. And we'll remember that while our circumstances may have changed. 
God never changes. He is "ever-present". For many of us. this is a different Christmas. but let's 
remember that the story is still the same because our God is still the same. -Nathan Yoshida

tJqg1'iee December 1, 2020

"A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you. so must you love one another." 

John 13:34 

Sometimes holding on means letting go. It is like the trap Thailand farmers' set for monkeys 
invading their rice paddies. They would put food in the bottom of a narrow mouth container. The 
monkeys would reach in and grab the food and not let go. Their fists were too big to go through 
the narrow mouth. If they would let go. they could grab a vine in the jungle and escape sure 
destruction. "I have loved you." Maybe life seems so backward and unfamiliar not even worship 
and prayers make sense. It is time to let go of preconceived ideas of what life should look like. 
Let go of pride and accept help and/or another way of doing things. And yes, grab a hold of the 
vine, Jesus. and hold on! -Diana Kiesser
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