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Gospel of John – 6 
6:1-71 
 
Introduction 
This chapter is a major turning point in chapters 2-12. 

- Reveals the identity of Jesus as sent from the Father (v. 38,44,46,50,51,57) 
- Graphically distinguishes belief and unbelief by illustration of eating flesh and drinking 

blood of Jesus 
- Chronicles the growing rejection of Jesus 
- Shows how Jesus fulfills the typology of Passover, Exodus, provision of food in 

wilderness 
 
4th Sign – Feeding of 5,000 
5th Sign – walk on water 
4th Discourse – Bread of Life 
 
Structure of chapter 6 is same as chapter 5 

- Occurs at/around a Jewish Feast 
- Miracle leads to discourse on Jesus’ deity 
- Chapter 5 is in South (Jerusalem); chapter 6 is in North (Galilee) – both reject Jesus 

 
Feeding of 5,000 is only miracle of Jesus to be recorded in all four Gospels. 
 Matthew 14:13-21 
 Mark 6:30-44 
 Luke 9:10-17 
 
John 6:1-15 
 

- V. 1 - After this…indicates that a period of time has passed. 
§ If 5:1 refers to Feast of Booths, then 6 months have passed 
§ If 5:1 refers to Passover, then one year has passed 

- V. 2 – saw signs…not true faith (as we will see at end of chapter) 
- V. 3 – mountain…Golan Heights in hill country east of Lake 
- V. 7 – 200 denarii…about 8 months of wages 
- V. 10-11 – 5,000 men…possible 20,000 total 
- V. 14-15 – prophet (Dt. 18:15) (Acts 3:22-23; 7:37) 

o King – would be failed coup against Rome 
o John 18:36-38 

§ Jesus’ kingdom is a spiritual kingdom, not an earthly one 
o Want to make him king right on heels of meeting their physical need. They want 

someone to meet their physical needs, not spiritual needs. Much in this text 
about motivation for following Jesus. 

- This miracle recalls the great OT miracle of God providing bread from Heaven (Exodus 
16). The Jewish Rabbis of Jesus’ day expected that in the Messianic Age, God would 
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once again ‘rain down food from Heaven.’ He most certainly did…as we will see in the 
discourse of chapter 6. 

 
John 6:16-21 
 

- Told also in Matthew 14:22-33; Mark 6:47-51 (thought Jesus was a ghost) 
- V. 19 – walking on water…not to impress disciples or because of expedience. 

o Visible demonstration of Creator’s sovereignty over his creation (John 1:3) 
§ Hebrews 1:3,10 
§ Psalm 29:10-11; 89:9; 107:23-32 

- V. 20 – It is I…ego eimi (I Am) Exodus 3; Isaiah 41 
- V. 21 – immediately boat was at shore (secondary miracle) 

o God alone stills the storm and brings safely to shore 
 
John 6:22-71 
 

1. Continued Misunderstanding (v. 22-34) 
 

- v. 26 – not because you saw signs…unbelief 
- v. 27 – set seal…authentication…purpose of miracle 
- v. 29 – ready to earn it…what do we have to do to get what we want? Only ‘work’ you 

can offer is to believe/trust in Jesus 
- v. 31 – Psalm 78:21-25 

o crowd’s logic seems to be that Jesus has to outdo Moses…feed entire nation 
- v. 32 – ‘true’ bread…eternal, spiritual, not physical and temporary 
- v. 33 – gives life to the world…not universalism…universal potential and relevance 
- v. 34 – give us this bread…misinterpret…same as Nicodemus (3:4) and Samaritan woman 

(4:15) 
 

2. Clear Declaration (v. 35-51) 
 

- v. 35 – contrast w/ v. 20…first Predicate ‘I Am’ statement 
o bread of life…nourishes people spiritually, satisfies 

- v. 37 – all those who God foreknew would meet his conditions for salvation 
- v. 39 – raise up…ultimate goal is eternal life 
- v. 40 – compare with v. 37…human responsibility  
- v. 41 – came down from Heaven…must choose to believe that or reject that 
- v. 44 – no one can…lit. no one is able (dunamis) 

o wooing/drawing work of Holy Spirit (John 16…convict world of 
sin/righteousness/judgement) 

- v. 45 – quote of Isaiah 54:13…context is final redemption…Jesus is one who provides it 
- v. 46 – seen Father – John 1:18 
- v. 51 – flesh and blood…reference to his sacrifice to come (like Passover Lamb) 

 



 3 

3. Challenging Teaching (v. 52-65) 
 

- They continue to misunderstand and misinterpret his words. Like Nicodemus and 
Samaritan woman, they interpret what he says as being literally physical. Jesus is using 
physical realities to point to spiritual truths. 

o Obvious it is a spiritual interpretation, otherwise leads to cannibalism. Use of 
blood prohibited by OT law (Gen. 9; Leviticus 7,17; Deut. 12) 

o Illustrates intimacy of union with Christ 
§ Not a reference to communion – incomprehensible to listeners. Lord’s 

Supper had not been instituted yet. 
§ Points to ultimate reality of union with Christ. “eat” means to believe or 

trust 
- If take literally, then anyone who takes communion would be saved. And that is how 

they could stay saved. 
o Roman Catholic doctrine of transubstantiation. 
o Issue of power…have to come back to us to be saved. 

- Eat flesh/drink blood…flesh and blood was Jewish idiom for entire person…you must 
accept the whole of Jesus’ identity to be saved. 

o V. 53 – unless do this…no salvation apart from him 
- V. 60 – ‘hard’ teaching because they had misunderstood him 
- V. 61 (v. 65,70) – three instances of divine omniscience (John 2:24-25) 
- V. 62 – if take offense at this, what will you do with the scandal of the crucifixion? 
- V. 63 – physical understanding will not help 

 
4. Confession and Rejection (v. 66-71) 

 
- Contrast in these verses on the rejection of Jesus by some with a deepening trust of 

Jesus in others (Peter’s confession) 
- V. 69 – Holy One of God…only other times used are by demons (Mark 1:24; Luke 4:34) 

o In Isaiah, God is the Holy One of Israel 
- V. 70-71 – Judas is not a well-intentioned but misguided disciple…he is a tool of Satan 

himself. 
 
 
Application 

- Philip counts physical cost of bread. Do not limit what is possible. Trust God and go. 
- Giving – disciples have more but give zero. Boy has little but gives…changes everything. 
- God gives in abundance…2 Corinthians 8-9 
- Faith is the mindset that expects God to act. 
- Why do you follow Jesus? Physical/earthly benefits? Will not last. 
- V. 45 – taught by God…are you teachable? 
- Has familiarity with Jesus kept you blind to the truth? 



Gospel of John – 7 
7:1-52 
 
Introduction 
 
Chapters 7-8 are one big unit, taking place at the Feast of Tabernacles (Booths). The smoldering 
dislike of Jesus in chapters 5-6 erupts into full-blown hatred and rejection. This will culminate in 
11:45-57 when the Jews definitely declare they are going to kill Jesus. At this Feast, both light 
and water play a huge role…Jesus will incorporate both of them.  
 
7:1-13 
 

- V. 1 – after this…6 months have passed since the Passover Feast of chapter 6. There are 
three major Jewish Feasts per year (Passover – Pentecost – Booths). The very next Feast 
is the Passover where Jesus will be killed. 

- V. 2 – Feast of Booths…longest of the year (8 days) 
o Lived in booths/tabernacles for the week to celebrate God’s faithfulness to Israel 

in the Exodus. 
o Done each Fall to help celebrate harvest 

§ Leviticus 23:33-44 / Deuteronomy 16:13-17 
o Ceremonial water-drawing / Lamp-lighting ceremony (talk about in a minute) 

§ Numbers 20:2-13 (Meribah) 
- V. 3-4 – brothers…natural brothers of Jesus (half-brothers) 

o Matthew 13:55 / Mark 6:3 
§ Contra Roman Catholic doctrine of Mary’s Perpetual Virginity 

o Their advice comes from unbelief/misunderstanding of Jesus’ messianic identity. 
§ Motivation: could be to see miracles themselves to test genuineness 

• Or could be to personally take advantage…social and political 
Messiah. 

o No one works in secret – Matthew 12:15-21…quietly bringing salvation. 
- V. 5 - Some brothers eventually believe – Acts 1:14; 1 Corinthians 15:7 

o So real was his humanity, and so veiled was his deity, they did not believe in him. 
- V. 6 – your time…to go to the Feast 

o My time not yet come…theme in this chapter. They likely think he is referring to 
going to the Feast, but he is speaking of the cross. God has a timetable and 
nothing will thwart his plan. 

- V. 7 – world doesn’t hate you…an unbelievers, they are on world’s side. 
- V. 8 – not going to Feast; yet he does go…Greek present tense…could translate as ‘not 

yet going.’ 
- V. 11 – Jews searching…contrast with v. 12 ‘people.’ Meaning this is referring to Jewish 

leaders seeking Jesus with hostile intent. 
- V. 12 – Division – a theme in chapter 7. Later Jewish literature shows the Jews settled on 

an identity for Jesus…”Deceiver.”  
 



7:14-24 
 

- V. 14 – goes in middle of the Feast…perhaps to avoid a premature “triumphal entry” 
- V. 15 – never studied…lacked formal Rabbinical training, as did Jesus’ disciples  

o Acts 4:13 – idiotes (ordinary men) 
o Jesus’ teaching and authority come from God, not from education. 

§ John 8:28 
o Matthew 5:21ff…you’ve heard that it was said, but I tell you… 
o Matthew 7:28-29 

- V. 16 – his who sent me…Rabbis relied on man/tradition…so and so said this 
o ILL – student at SLCC who was Byzantine/Greek Orthodox church 

§ Nothing but quotes from other scholars…not authoritative 
- V. 17 – if genuinely seeking to follow Jesus (obey), will be intellectually convinced 
- V. 18 – true and trustworthy because he is not for his own glory 
- V. 20 – demon…false charged (8:48; 10:20; Matthew 12:24) 

o Same thing said of John the Baptist in Matthew 11:18 
o Accused of: 

§ breaking Sabbath (John 5:16,18; 9:16) 
§ Blasphemy (5:18; 8:59; 10:31,33,39; 19:7) 
§ Deceit (7:12,47) 
§ Samaritan (8:48) 
§ Madness (10:20) 
§ Criminal activity (18:30) 

- V. 21 – one work – healing of the invalid in 5:1-15 
- V. 22 – fathers…Abraham, Isaac, Jacob (Genesis 17) 
- V. 22-24 – argument from lesser to greater 

o Had to circumcise on the 8th day, even if Sabbath 
o If can ceremonially cleanse one part of body on Sabbath, how much more is 

healing an entire body right and good on the Sabbath. 
 
7:25-31 
 

- V. 26 – authorities…Sanhedrin 
- V. 27 – we know…some Rabbis taught Messiah would have an unknown origin 

o misinterpretation of Malachi 3:1 
o others knew their OT better (Matthew 2:1-6) 

- v. 28 – you know me…likely sarcasm…know him in earthly, physical sense 
- v. 30 – hour not yet come…confident assurance that God is in charge over circumstances 

of his life. Nothing will happen until it is supposed to. 
o Dangerous to apply this principle to ourselves. We become victims of chance and 

blame it on God. 
o Decretive will of God…life a script. No, you make choices. You are not the victim 

of chance. 



o “Everything happens for a reason” …don’t blame on God. He does take what we 
choose and uses it to accomplish his plan. 

- V. 31 – if Messiah was like Moses (Prophet), then it would make sense that he would do 
miracles like Moses did them. Obvious that Jesus would be a candidate. 

 
7:32-36 
 

- V. 32 – chief priests and Pharisees…Sanhedrin  
o Officers…Levites charged with keeping peace and order on Temple grounds 
o Arrest…alleged criminal activity…disturbing peace. 

§ If upset Rome, things get ugly quickly. 
§ 11:48 

- V. 34 – not find me…not contra Matthew 7:7 or Jeremiah 29. He is going to Heaven and 
they are outside of God’s family and cannot get there. 

- V. 35 – confused about the origin and destination of Jesus…heaven.  
o Dispersion – all Jews living outside of Palestine. 
o Not happy at potential of him going to Greeks (unclean) 

§ Ironic though, as the Gospel will go to them 
 
7:37-39 
 

- V. 37 – on last day of Feast…ceremony each day of Feast of carrying a Golden vessel of 
water from the Pool of Siloam, through the Water Gate, announced with 3 trumpet 
blasts, then poured over the Temple Mount. On final day, this was done 7 times. 

o If anyone thirsts…Isaiah 55:1; 12:3 
o Drinks…equals ‘believes’ in v. 38 

- V. 38 – summary of many OT verses, not a specific verse that matches this (Proverbs 
4:23; Isaiah 58:11) 

o He is the fulfillment of it all. 
- V. 39 – Spirit not yet given…not meaning Spirit is not at work. Has been since Genesis 

1:2. 
o HS at work within believers prior to Jesus 
o Numbers 27:18; Dt. 34:9; Ezekiel 2:2; 3:24; Daniel 4:8-9,18; 5:11; Micah 3:8 
o Referring here to the full sense of the Messianic/Apostolic Age (Acts 2) 

§ John 14:17; 1 Corinthians 6:19 
 
7:40-52 
 
Jesus made this outstanding claim in v. 37-38. Now we will see the reactions of different groups 
of people to him. 
 

1. Convinced (v. 40-41a) 
 

- V. 40-41 – Prophet and Messiah expected to be separate people…Jesus is both. 



o We will see this division over his identity by the same misunderstanding we’ve 
seen already…physical v. spiritual. 

 
2. Contrary (v. 41b-42) 

 
- V. 42 – Bethlehem (Micah 5:2) 

 
3. Hostile (v. 43-44) 

 
4. Confused (v. 45-46) 

 
- No one spoke like him…because he is God incarnate! 

 
5. Authorities (v. 47-52) 

 
- Strong prejudice against Jesus 

o Condemn temple guards (v. 47-48) 
o Condemn crowd (v. 49) 
o Condemn Nicodemus (v. 52) …he is one of their own.  

§ Law and judges are to be unbiased. 
§ No prophet from Galilee…viewed as a mixed-race region where law was 

not zealously followed. 
§ Also…not true. 

• Jonah (2 Kings 14:25) 
• Elijah (1 Kings 17:1) 
• Nahum (1:1) 

§ They are willing to distort facts to trap Jesus. 
 
 
Application 

- Family rejection/ridicule 
o Love and pray for them…eventual conversion of brothers 

 
- Different opinions of Jesus abound…be sure you know the true one. 



Gospel of John – 8 
7:53 – 8:59 
 
Introduction 
 
6th Discourse – Jesus is the Light of the world 
 
7:53-8:11 
 

- Most bibles have this in brackets…not in earliest manuscripts 
o Older = better and more accurate manuscripts 
o Only one ancient manuscript has it…Codex Bezae, which is highly inaccurate 

§ KJV based off it…tradition keeps text in the Bible 
o Likely a true event, but not one John recorded 

- V. 3 – where is the man? OT law called for both to be held accountable  
o Setup to take town Jesus 
o Could be one of their own religious leaders 

- V. 5 – Deuteronomy 22:22 – purge evil from your midst 
- V. 6 – test him 

o If agree, then not compassionate or gracious 
o If disagree, disputes the Law of Moses 

- V. 7 – without sin…direct reference to Dt. 13:9;17:7 
o Witnesses were to start the execution…but couldn’t be guilty of same sin 

- V. 9 – older walked away first 
o Wisdom of age 
o She is standing before him…he is in front of her…could it be that he got in 

between her and them to defend her 
- V. 11 – blend of grace and truth 

 
 
8:12-30 
 

- V. 12 – Feast of Booths…already saw the water ceremony, but there was one with light 
o Commemorated God’s leading of Israel in the wilderness by pillar of fire (Ex. 

13:21) 
- “On the evening of its first day, there was a ceremony called the Illumination of the 

Temple. It took place in the Court of the Women. The court was surrounded with deep 
galleries, erected to hold the spectators. In the centre, four great candelabra were 
prepared. When the dark came, the four great candelabra were lit and, it was said, they 
sent such a blaze of light throughout Jerusalem that every courtyard was lit up with their 
brilliance… Jesus is saying: ‘You have seen the blaze of the Temple illuminations 
piercing the darkness of the night. I am the light of the world, and for anyone who 
follows me there will be light, not only for one exciting night, but for all the pathway of 



life. The light in the Temple is a brilliant light, but in the end it flickers and dies. I am the 
light which lasts forever.”1  

o In the area of the Temple where he is standing, there were always 16 Golden 
bowls filled with oil and lit. Represented the pillar of fire in Exodus. 

- Light of the world 
o Psalm 27:1; Isaiah 9:2; Isaiah 49:6 (quoted in Acts 13); 60:19-20 (Rev. 21:22-25) 
o Ephesians 5:6-14; 1 John 1:5-7 

- V. 13-14 – continues dispute from 5:31-47 
o Multiple witnesses were needed to establish truth (Dt. 17:6) 

- V. 15 – according to flesh…physical understanding (issue all along) 
o Judge no one…did not come 1st time to judge (3:17; 12:47) 
o Will come to judge the 2nd time – 12:48 

- V. 16 – Jesus has corroborating witness…the Father 
- V. 19 – technical knowledge does not = saving faith 
- V. 21 – where I am going…again referring to Heaven 
- V. 23 – from below/above – natural world v. Heaven 
- V. 24 – I am he…ego eimi…divine declaration 
- V. 29 – pleasing the Father…speaks of absence/avoidance of sin, and actively seeks 

God’s will. 
 
 
8:31-47 
 

- V. 31 – tests their belief = false 
o Abide…continue in my word and obedience 
o ‘truly’ my disciples 

- V. 32 – in context…only way to know the truth is by Jesus’ word 
- V. 33 – never slaves…not true at all. Egypt, Philistines, Assyrians, Babylonians, Medes, 

Persians, Greeks, Syrians, Romans 
o Some physical misunderstanding 
o Likely referring to freedom of religion under Rome  

- V. 34 – slave to sin 
o Dire consequence of sin. Must understand bondage to experience freedom. 
o Implying he is not a political savior, but a spiritual one. 
o Romans 6:16 

- V. 36 – only Jesus sets free 
o Romans 8:1-2; Galatians 5:1 
o Hebrews 12:1-4 – sin that so easily entangles  

- V. 37 – word finds no place in them, not because they weren’t convincing, but because 
of their heart. 

 
1 Barclay, The Gospel of John, 13. Emphasis in original. 
 



o No matter how good ancestors are if you walk in disobedience. No matter how 
bad your ancestors are if you walk in obedience. 

- V. 39-40 – yes, descended from Abraham, but not his true children 
o Those who believe in Jesus are children of Abraham 

§ Romans 2:28-29; 9:6-8; Galatians 3:7-9 
o Not what Abraham did…he believed in God 

§ Genesis 15:6; Romans 4:3; Galatians 3:6; James 2:23 
§ They need to believe in Jesus since he came from God 

- V. 41 – sarcastic dig at Jesus’ birth 
o ‘one Father’ – rare for Jew to refer to God as Father 

§ Key component of Jesus’ teaching 
- V. 42-44 – children of devil, not Abraham 

o Religious people/church people do not = saved 
o Murder/lying…trying to kill him, emphasis on truth 

- V. 43 – not understand…a theme of the letter…reason – cannot bear to hear my word 
o Hear = accept 

- V. 44 – murderer 
o Satan murderer…could refer to Fall and bringer of spiritual death 

§ Or incited Cain to kill Abel (1 John 3:12) 
o Not stand in truth/father of lies 

§ Genesis 3:3-4 
§ Distorts and denies God’s word…leads to Disobey God’s word 

- V. 46 – no sin 
o 2 Corinthians 5:21; Hebrews 7:26 

- V. 47 – not hear = not accept (believe and follow) 
 
 
8:48-59 
 

- V. 48 – Samaritan 
o Hatred toward them 
o Reference to Samaritans who question Jew’s right to claim sole descendants of 

Abraham 
- V. 51 – Never…transcends time into eternity 
- V. 56 – Abraham rejoiced 

o Likely referring to pattern of confident faith in God 
o If referring to specific event… 

§ Genesis 12:1-3 – world will be blessed 
§ Genesis 22:13-18 – God will provide a sacrifice 

- V. 58 – I am…no confusion here 
- V. 59 – stoning was the penalty for blasphemy (Lev. 24:16; Dt. 13:6-11) 

 
 
 



Application 
 
How quickly/easily do you condemn sinners? 
v. 24 – do you really believe Jesus is God? 
v. 31-32 – do you abide in his word…true disciples who know the truth 
v. 34 – what sin do you need to be freed from? 
 1 Corinthians 10:13 
v. 46 – Jesus is sinless…do you believe that?  
v. 56 – saw it and was glad…does your faith make you joyful? 
 1 Peter 1:3-9 
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Gospel of John - 9 
John 9:1 – 10:42 
   
   
Introduction 
 

- Little different strategy tonight. With so much text (6th sign and 7th discourse), no way 
we could walk through it verse by verse. So, we will approach it a bit differently. More 
like a sermon than a bible study. 

 
Things that are funny in one country are not necessarily funny in another country.  Things that 
work in one country do not necessarily work in another country. 

- In China, KFC’s slogan ‘finger-lickin’ good’ was translated as ‘eat your fingers off.’ 
- In Taiwan, Pepsi’s ‘Come Alive with Pepsi’ slogan came out as ‘Pepsi will Bring Your 

Ancestors Back From the Dead.’ 
 
According to Roger Axtell, in his book Do’s and Taboos of Hosting International Visitors, a high-
ranking insurance company executive visiting Japan in the 1980’s delivered a speech that began 
with a joke.  It went over well…but later on he learned that it was translated something like 
this... ’American businessman is beginning speech with thing called joke.  I am not certain why, 
but all American businessmen believe it necessary to start speech with joke.  He is telling joke 
now, but frankly you would not understand it, so I won’t translate it.  He thinks I am telling you 
joke now.  Polite thing to do when he finishes is laugh.  He is getting close…Now! 
 

When you take something from one culture to another culture, some things get lost in 
translation.  Every culture is different.  It has its own traditions, practices and 
languages.  And to bring those from one culture into another often creates confusion. 

 
That is part of the reason why people have such a hard time understanding the Bible.  It is 
because we are looking at a culture that existed over 2000 years ago in a different part of the 
world. 
 

Tonight, we are going to be looking at a passage that could bring difficulty because of 
cultural issues. Turn to John 10.  Throughout John, Jesus has been identifying himself to 
the crowds and to the religious leaders. But there is much misunderstanding and 
division over his identity. We will see both of those things again tonight. Part of Jesus’ 
strategy is to introduce his identity through a series of I Am statements. We’ve already 
seen several.  

   
John 10:11 
   
TS - Now, there are 2 things going on in this passage that we might not understand. 
 
First, the setting in which Jesus preaches this sermon. 
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- 10:22—Feast of Dedication in Jerusalem.  
o Now, you have heard of the Feast of Dedication, but not by that name.  It is also 

known as Hanukkah.  
 
Since the conquest of Alexander the Great in 332 BC, Greek influence became more dominant 
in the Middle East.  Greek influence controlled political aspirations and eventually assimilated 
Jews into their way of life, which included worshiping pagan gods.  
 

Within 150 years, Israel had adopted numerous Greek cultural and religious 
habits.  Even the OT was translated into Greek in the Septuagint.  

 
There was severe resistance to this Greek influence, mainly among a party called the 
Hasidim.  They hated that the Jews had abandoned their religion and their heritage.  What is 
worse, those who were in ‘leadership’ were leading the way into Greek culture.  
 

Jewish priests such as Jason and Menelaus were corrupt and contributed to the demise 
of the Jewish temple worship, while Greek soldiers desecrated the temple with pig’s 
blood, outlawed Jewish ritual, burned Scripture scrolls, and erected a pagan temple in 
the temple.  

 
In the 160’s BC the Maccabean War erupted.  It’s first leader, Judas Maccabeus, captured 
Jerusalem’s temple and in 165 BC rededicated it.  Hanukkah is a Hebrew word that means 
‘dedication.’  
 

It thus became the name of the season each winter when the Jews remembered these 
events. Hanukkah thus became a season that asked hard questions about failed 
leadership and false shepherds.  How did the temple leadership lose its way during this 
Greek period?  Where were the shepherds?  What must shepherds do today?   

 
During this week of celebration and remembrance each year at Hanukkah, part of the liturgical 
readings came from Ezekiel 34.  
 
Ezekiel 34:2-10 
 
It is into this context that Jesus stands up to preach this sermon, saying, ‘I Am the Good 
Shepherd.’ It helps to shed some light on what Jesus is saying here.  
 

And that leads us to the second cultural issue—that of a shepherd. We are very much 
unfamiliar with the role of a shepherd today—not a lot of shepherds in American 
society. Thankfully, in this passage, Jesus tells us what a shepherd does.  And in so 
doing, tells us what he does as our Good Shepherd.  

   
TS—Tonight we simply want to talk about what it means that Jesus is our Good Shepherd.  We 
use that term about Jesus a lot and the Bible also uses this term in reference to God in multiple 
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places.  We understand this as the Bible talking about Jesus as our Leader.  That we are his 
sheep and he is our shepherd.  And the Bible continues to come back again and again to this 
same metaphor.   
   
TS—So what makes this metaphor so important?  Why does it seem that the Bible is trying to 
convince us to allow Jesus to be the only leader of our life?  Well, because only HE is the Good 
Shepherd.  And in this passage, we learn the ‘why’ behind Jesus being our leader. So, Jesus 
should be our leader because…  
   

1. JESUS PROTECTS HIS SHEEP 
 
John 10:7-10 
 
There are a couple things I want you to notice about this passage.   

- Jesus calls himself ‘the gate’ for the sheep.  
 
Now that may seem odd because here in this same text, he is calling himself the ‘good 
shepherd.’  Is Jesus referring to himself by two different titles here? Not really.  Let me explain 
what I mean.  
 

In the desert at night, sheep were often herded into walled enclosures that either 
backed up against a cliff or were at the end of a canyon.  The pen was for the safety of 
the sheep and so they would not become prey to wild animals.  One small doorway in 
the wall served as the only entrance and exit.  The shepherd would either close the door 
with some dry thorn bushes or would himself serve as the door.  

 
So, a good shepherd would actually be the gate for the sheep. He would put himself in harm’s 
way to keep his sheep safe.  
   
TS—Which leads me to the second thing I want you to notice about this passage…  
            
Verse 9—whoever enters through me will be ‘saved.’  
 

That word ‘saved’ can also be translated ‘kept safe.’ So, the imagery of what Jesus is 
talking about is of a good shepherd who puts himself in harm’s way to keep his people 
safe.  

 
Now, before we get into the practical application of this, let me tell you what this is NOT saying. 
This is not saying that if you are a Christian, then you are ‘protected’ from disease, cancer, car 
wrecks, accidents, etc.… This is not a promise that life will always go smoothly for you.   
 

There are some preachers (read: false shepherds) out there who will try to tell you that 
God’s chief desire for you is your happiness and prosperity in the world. But that 
certainly does not match up with the teaching of the Bible.  
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So, here is what this is saying: In saying all of this, Jesus is contrasting himself with those who 
are false shepherds—those he calls thieves and robbers. He is referring to the religious leaders 
of the day.  For several chapters he has been in arguments and debates with the Pharisees, as 
he is in this text.  
 
Matthew 9:36— “When he [Jesus] saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they 
were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.” 
 
The religious leaders of the day were abusive to their people and took great advantage of 
them.  They would crush them with unneeded laws and rules. The instilled guilt and brought 
condemnation to God’s people.  
 

Jesus says in verse 10—the thief comes only to steal, kill and destroy—a harsh 
declaration against the Pharisees. Not a text about Satan, but religious leaders. 

 
In contrast… 
 

- Jesus does not steal, he gives.   
 
In fact, this is a theme that John develops in this book.  
John 1:9— “The true light and gives light to every man was coming into the world.” 
John 4:14— “whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst.  Indeed the water I give him 
will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 
John 6:27— “do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which 
the Son of Man will give you.” 
John 6:51— “I am the living bread that came down from heaven.  If anyone eats this bread, he 
will live forever.  This bread is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.” 
John 14:27— “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you.” 
 

- Jesus does not kill, he gives life. 
 
John 1:4— “In him was life, and that life was the light of men.” 
John 3:15-16— “So the Son of Man must be lifted up, that everyone who believes in him may 
have eternal life.  For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” 
John 8:12— “I am the light of the world.  Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but 
will have the light of life.” 
John 8:51— “if anyone keeps my word, he will never see death.” 
John 10:10— “I have come that they may have life and have it to the full.” 
 

- Jesus does not destroy, he restores. 
 
Chapter 9 – 6th sign is healing of man born blind. Remember, the signs and the discourses are 
attached. What Jesus is teaching here is directly linked to the miracle of chapter 9. 
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9:1-7 – Jesus heals man 
9:8-12 – neighbors question him 
9:13-17 – man interviewed by Pharisees (part 1) – read v. 16-17 
9:18-23 – parents called in 
9:24-34 – man interviewed by Pharisees (part 2) – read v. 25-27; v. 28-33 
9:35-41 – Jesus introduces himself and the man believes – read v. 35-38 
 
Jesus protects his sheep. He doesn’t steal, he gives. He doesn’t kill, he gives life. He doesn’t 
destroy, he restores. 
 
TS—And if it wasn’t enough that Jesus protects his sheep, this continues.  I mean, I could stop 
right there and say, ‘that is enough for me, to convince me to follow Jesus.’  But it just 
continues.  
   

2. JESUS CARES FOR HIS SHEEP 
 
John 10:11-13 
 
Jesus is again contrasting himself to the religious leaders of the day. The leaders of the day 
would apparently abandon their people whenever trouble came. For them, trouble came in the 
form of the Roman Empire.  Rome considered the Jews inferior to them and treated them as 
slaves.  

Forced to carry their military gear.  
Could demand your clothes off your back.  
Abuse kill—didn’t matter.  

 
And what they found again and again was that their leaders were nowhere to be found.  They 
were unwilling to stand up to Rome. In fact, they compromised to retain their power. 
 

What Jesus is saying is simply this:  I will never run.  I will never leave.  I will never 
abandon.  No matter what may come, I’ll be there.  Because here is a truth we all 
know—you cannot care from a distance.  And if Jesus is really going to be this good 
shepherd, then he cannot leave.  He has to stay. And if need be, he will fight for his 
sheep.  

   
The typical picture of the shepherd that we have in our minds is not really of a man who would 
stand up and fight for anything. But the accurate picture of a 1st century Jewish shepherd is 
nothing like that.  

- These guys were highly skilled with a slingshot and could kill animals and people from 
dozens of yards away. They carried staffs and rods, which were 6 foot rods of steel that 
they used to beat wolves, bears, etc.  
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King David from the OT was a shepherd before he became king of Israel and stated that when 
he was a child, he had killed a bear. In fact, Roman soldiers said the one person they would not 
want to cross is a Jewish shepherd.  
 

And this is the picture that Jesus gives of himself.  That of a shepherd.  
   
And in this light, Psalm 23 makes a whole lot more sense. 
Psalm 23:4— “Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, 
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.” 
 
Of course, you won’t be afraid, God, the Shepherd, is with you. 
 
TS—But ultimately, Jesus caring for us is not just about him going with us but going to the cross 
for us.  
   
In John 10:11 when Jesus said, ‘I lay down my life FOR the sheep,… the ultimate caring, of not 
abandoning, of standing in harm’s way, is Jesus’ death on the cross.  
 

How easy would it have been for Jesus to abandon us while he was on the cross?  I 
mean, I imagine that hurt a bit more than anyone would have guessed.   

 
In Matthew 26, as Jesus is being arrested, Peter reacts violently and cuts off the ear of one of 
the guards.  Then Jesus says these words in Matthew 26:53— “Do you think I cannot call on my 
Father, and he will at once put at my disposal more than twelve legions of angels?”  
 

When things were at their worst, Jesus never left.  And now Jesus gives to us the Great 
Commission to go out into the world on his behalf, telling us to make disciples in the 
world. And what is the last part of the Great Commission?  ‘I am with you always, even 
to the end of the age.’  

   
TS—And if all of that wasn’t enough to convince someone to follow Jesus, we get another 
reason.  
   

3. JESUS KNOWS HIS SHEEP 
 
John 10:14-15, 27 
 
When you think of a picture of a typical shepherd, you think of one man and a whole mess of 
sheep.  That they all look alike, and they are all the same to him. But in reality, things were 
much different.   
 

If a shepherd was devoted to his sheep, he had nicknames for each of them 
individually. He would talk to the sheep, sing to them, even play a flute to them so they 
could distinguish his voice and music from the rest.  
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You have got to wonder that when Jesus looks at the church today, does he see just one large 
group of people that all look alike and are all the same to him. Well, that is not what the Bible 
says. in fact, the Bible says that God knows us by name.  in fact, he even knows the number of 
hairs on our heads.  
 

One of the neatest pictures in the Bible comes in Revelation 2:17.  
 
Revelation 2:17— “To him who overcomes, I will give some of the hidden manna.  I will also 
give him a white stone with a new name written on it, known only to him who receives it.” 
 
Jesus knows us by name.  He has a name for each of us that only he and us will know 
individually. He speaks to us all, so that when can distinguish his voice and his music from the 
rest. And that is one of the most awesome promises from Psalm 23—the Lord is MY Shepherd. 
   
   
Conclusion 
 
Tonight, I want to end a little differently than normal.  Let’s read something together if we 
could.   
 

- Put Psalm 23 on the screens and read together.  
 
You want that?  You can have that.  And know that this Good Shepherd will never abandon you, 
never leave you, never abuse you, never hurt you.  Because he Protects his people, he cares 
about his people, he knows his people. 
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Gospel of John - 10 
John 11:1 – 12:50 
   
   
Introduction 
 
Local newspapers.  Go through depressing articles about state of the world today.  
When we hear things like this, there are two emotions that well up inside of us. 

- Sadness—we mourn the loss of life, innocence, happiness.  
- Anger—but when we stop to really think about it all, it really makes us mad.  We can’t 

believe that someone could be so barbaric, so callous, so evil.     
 
These two emotions are really tied together.  Have you ever been so sad that you get angry at 
the injustice?  And conversely, have you ever been so angry about something that when the 
fury settled, all you could do was cry about it? Emotion overtakes us.  
 
Why do you think those emotions are like that?  Where do we get those?  Well, those are 
stamped onto our souls by our Creator. 
   
TS—Here is how I know that—Jesus exhibited this same thing.  He shows both emotions when 
he personally experiences loss.  Turn to John 11.  
   
If you are going to try to begin to memorize scripture, John 11:35 is the place to 
start.  Why?  Because it is only two words.  Jesus wept. Jesus is in front of the tomb of his friend 
Lazarus, who has died only a few days before.  Jesus wept.  And this isn’t just a tear or two.  The 
word literally means that he sobbed in anguish.  
   
And as much as we might talk about these two words, Jesus wept, there is something else we 
miss that happens right before all this. 

- John 11:33—he was deeply moved in his spirit.   
 
We read that and think that Jesus was so ‘touched.’  Well, sort of.  This phrase was originally 
used to refer to a horse that would grunt during battle.  It is a word that conveys intense anger.  
Jesus was ticked.  He was angry at all of this. Why was he angry?  Furthermore, why was he 
sad?  What was it about this event that brought out these two emotions?  Well, there is any 
easy answer to that.  His friend died.  
   
TS—But there is so much more going on here in this story (and afterwards) and so much more 
than just a death that brings out these emotions in Jesus.  Let’s begin in John 11:1 and talk 
through this story together.  
   

- John 11:1-3 
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o This is not some random guy.  This is Lazarus—the one Jesus loves. Jesus healed 
a lot of random people, but not this time. If you are Mary and Martha, you fully 
expect Jesus to come heal him. 

   
- John 11:4 

o Right at the get-go, Jesus declares a promise that Lazarus’ story will not end in 
death. This is the 7th and final sign that John records…and it is the by far the most 
glorious one. All of the signs and discourses crescendo right here. 

   
- John 11:5-6 

o Even though he loved them, he still stayed.  
   

- John 11:11, 14-15 
o Disciples question why Jesus is going to Judea—after all he had almost been 

killed there. 
o So, Jesus lets something happen so that it will increase their faith.  Jesus says he 

is glad things happened this way because he wants them to see what he is about 
to do, and it will increase their faith. 

o And john wants his readers to see it as well…his absolute glory and power over 
even life and death. 

   
- John 11:17 

o Here is why this is recorded.  Jewish belief held that the spirit of a deceased 
person hovered around the body for three days and then left. So, the implication 
is that by the time Jesus gets there, it is too late. 

   
- John 11:21 

o “If you had been here…” Aren’t we guilty of doing this same thing when tragedy 
strikes?  How could God allow this?  Where were you?  Why didn’t you stop 
this? From a human perspective, this completely makes sense.  

   
- John 11:23-24 

o Jesus declares—your brother will rise again. Sure he will, but not right now.  It 
will happen someday, but not yet. 

   
- John 11:25-26 

o I Am. One of the Predicate I Am statements. 
o You want to know why Jesus is angry and sad?  This is it right here. Because 

death is never his will.  He is the resurrection and life.  Death is contrary to who 
he is.   

o Death is not who Jesus is.  He is life.  And he is angry and upset because this is 
not how things are supposed to be. And isn’t that why we get sad and angry with 
things in our world?   
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- There is a part of us that inherently knows—this is not how things are supposed to 
be.  People aren’t supposed to die young.  Viruses shouldn’t randomly take lives. People 
should never be afraid of people who abuse them. Life is not supposed to be this way.  

o There’s something in us that tells us that death is not the norm – it’s not how 
things are supposed to be.   

o But even with all of that in mind, I want you to notice the irony of Jesus’ 
words.  He comes into a situation of death and declares that he is life.  Wait a 
minute, how can that be?  Lazarus in a tomb, rotting for 4 days. 

 
- Isn’t there a part of us that lives in that tension of knowing, trusting and believing in 

Jesus as the resurrection and life without actually seeing it?  I know Jesus has to be the 
resurrection and the life, but you know what, that is not what I see going on around 
me.  I hear these words and they sound great, but how can they be true? 

o Jesus says these words and they are kind of callous.  We are quick to skip ahead 
and see the end of the story; they are living in the tension of the moment.  

o And you know, Jesus not only says these words, he pointedly asks Martha to buy 
into them.  

o V. 26 - ‘Do you believe this?’  And she says yes.  
   

- John 11:32 
o Martha believes all this, but here comes Mary.  She says the same thing as 

Martha said earlier.  If you would have been here. 
o And then Jesus goes to where Lazarus has been put into his tomb. 

   
- John 11:37 

o Jesus weeps and is angry.  And the others around him notice his turmoil and 
sadness. 

o But notice what some others say—he could have done something. 
 

- You know, throughout this whole story, there has been a little discontent with 
Jesus.  And little tension between him and those involved here.  

o If you would have been here…  
o He could have done something…  

 
- And isn’t that all a little understandable?  I mean, their brother has just died; it’s too late 

now.  And Jesus, the only one who can do anything about it was noticeably absent from 
the scene.  

o And once he does get there, he speaks the ludicrous statement of the year—I am 
the resurrection and life.   

o This statement is harsh and cruel and, in this context, it is absolutely 
rude.  Why?  Because Lazarus is dead.  This statement is incongruent with reality.  
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TS—Unless…it’s really true.  Unless Jesus is going to act on this and do something about it.  I 
mean, He can say this all he wants, but if Lazarus stays in the tomb, it doesn’t amount to a hill 
of beans.  It means nothing.  Unless, well, unless he does what He is about to do.  
   

- John 11:38-44 
o “I am the resurrection and the life.”  Yup.  He does here what no one else can 

do.  He brings death to life. 
o Everything they said Jesus didn’t do or couldn’t do—he did it.  Jesus promised 

that Lazarus’ story would not end in death – and it didn’t. 
   
TS—So what do we need to take away from this?   
   

- Well, obviously we could take away that Jesus has incredible power.  That is certainly 
true.  After all, He just did what no one else could do – He did what no one else said was 
possible.  He raised a man to life!  He conquered death.  That’s incredible and 
unimaginable power!  But there is something deeper going on here, a lesson I think we 
really need to learn today. 

 
- You see, we have this tendency to neglect the present.  Here is what I mean by that. 

o Past—things were great then.  Life was simpler when.  I long for the days of.   
o Future—life will be great when…marriage, kids, job, retirement, etc.  

• We even do this with our faith. 
• When I got baptized, I had such a fire for Jesus.  When I got saved, life 

was great.  Life took on a bigger meaning then.  
o Other tendency is also to say that this world stinks.  I can’t wait until Jesus comes 

back and we get out of here.  Life will be great then.  
- That is what Mary and Martha had done.  

o They lived in the past - “Jesus, if you would have been here then…”  
o They look forward to the future - “I know he will rise eventually at the 

resurrection…”  
• But they miss the present, which is a total travesty.  Because here’s 

what happens.  
 

- Jesus steps into the situation and says… 
o Not—I was the life, or I will be the life. 
o I AM the resurrection and life.  Right here and right now. 
o And in this story Jesus is not concerned with what he could have done or what 

he will be doing in the future, but with what he is doing right now.  
   

- But when we think about Jesus, we are not necessarily concerned with what he is doing 
right now.  

o We talk a lot about what Jesus has done for us and what he will do for us at his 
return, in heaven, etc. 
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o But what I think is primary on Jesus’ heart right now is right now.  In this year, 
this month, week, day, hour, minute and even second, Jesus wants to do 
something in you, to you, and through you to give you life.  To allow you to truly 
live.  

o After all, that’s what Jesus did for Lazarus.  He gave His friend life in that 
moment.  He didn’t dwell on what could have been done in the past.  He didn’t 
focus on what He was going to do in the future.  He gave Lazarus life right then 
and right there.  

   
-  I want to leave this chapter with a couple of questions – questions we all need to be 

asking ourselves if all this is true. 
o Number one, what is Jesus doing in your life right here and right now?  If this is 

all true, if Jesus is involved with us today, then what is He doing in your 
life?  Specifically, what are you allowing Him to do?  How is He changing you?  

o Number two, if this is true, then what are you doing for Jesus right now?  What 
work are you doing for the Kingdom?  How are you bringing Heaven to earth 
right here and right now?  Because, here’s the deal: if you’re going to be a part 
of what God is doing, it cannot wait – God is at work right now.   

o Do you believe this? 
   
TS – so that is the end of the signs and discourses. John has valiantly communicated the identity 
of Jesus, as evidenced by these miracles, and from Jesus’ own words in the discourses. Now, he 
will chronicle for us in the back half of chapter 11 and chapter 12…the results of Jesus making 
clear his identity…are disastrous.  
 
John 11:45-54 
 

- John is brilliant in how he puts together his Gospel. He completes the signs and 
discourses, which are meant to articulate to us who Jesus is and what he has done…so 
that we may believe. He immediately indicts the Jewish leaders…their reaction to it is 
rejection.  
 

- V. 55 – the Passover is at hand…this is the Passover where Jesus is crucified. There is 
much to cover in John, but the rest of it is the last week of Jesus’ life. 
 

John 12:1-8 
 

- Contrast of belief and unbelief. Mary worships Jesus. But Judas rejects. 
 
John 12:9-11 
 

- Do you see what John is doing? He immediately communicates multiple accounts of 
rejection of Jesus. 
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- V. 12-19 is the Triumphal Entry 
o Yet again, the contrast of belief and unbelief. 
o The courtroom motif is evidenced again… 

• V. 15 – Zechariah 9:9 – OT witnesses 
• V. 17-18 – crowd witnesses…based on the sign 
• V. 19 – Pharisee rejection  

 
John 12:20-26 
 

- Greeks seeking Jesus…hint of what is to come…Gospel to the Gentiles 
- V. 23 – hour has come…finally arrived at what we’ve been building to. 
- V. 24 – death is the engine of life 

o We know this from farming…natural law. Food we eat was once alive but had to 
be severed from life…gives us life. 

o Spiritual law as well. Jesus’ death is the engine of life. 
- V. 25 – loves/hates life (psuche) v. eternal life (zoe) 

 
John 12:27-36a 
 

- V. 27 – for this hour I have come…purpose is to give his life (v. 47b) 
- V. 28 – 3rd time Father speaks in Jesus’ life. Baptism and Transfiguration. This one is 

largely unknown. 
- V. 34 – continued misunderstanding and blindness to truth of Jesus’ identity. 
- V. 35-36 – light/darkness motif 

 
John 12:36b-43 
 

- Continued indictment of Jews in their rejection of Jesus. John is setting before us the 
negative example. Though they had seen the signs and rejected…now you should see 
the same signs and believe. 

- V. 39-40 – could not believe? God responds to rejection with rejection. He hardens their 
heart. Did the same with Pharaoh in Egypt. 

o Romans 1:18-32 
o V. 24,26,28 – God gave them over. Passive rejection. 

- V. 42 – John’s goal is to declare Jesus innocent and those who accuse him as guilty. 
 
John 12:44-40 
 

- This is Jesus’ final public address. The rest of the week will be spent with his disciples 
only. 

- These verses serve almost as a summary of all Jesus has taught us so far. 
o God sent him (v. 44) 
o Belief in Jesus = belief in God (v. 44) 
o Light and Darkness (v. 46) 
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o Came to save (v. 47) 
o Judgement is coming (v. 48) 
o Speaks on Father’s behalf (v. 49) 
o Goal is eternal life (v. 50) 

 
- This is now the end of Jesus’ public ministry. He will now focus on the disciples and 

finishing their preparation for his departure. 
 
 
Application 

- Revisit Lazarus – do you believe this? Are you so focused on what the Lord is doing that 
you are able to live in the present? 

o To be defined by hope does not mean we have our head in the clouds.  
o Too heavenly minded to be of any earthly good? No. Only those who are 

heavenly minded are of any earthly good. 
o If focus only on life now, end up selfish and focusing on all you can get now. If 

focus on eternity, frees you to focus on life now in things that matter forever. 
- Who do you know who has rejected Jesus? How can you pray for them? 
- Mary anointing Jesus with oil…extravagant generosity. How can you live that out? 
- What is your quality of life (zoe)? Do an inventory…is there Christian quality to it? 


